
       

About Shepherd's Care 
Associated Melkite Charities 

 
 

Shepherd’s Care was begun in 1988 at the 
suggestion of the Melkite faithful and clergy who 
saw a need for a special  united efforts of all Melkite 
Catholics to reach out to those in need. 

Through Shepherd’s Care the Melkite Church of 
America reaches out in love through financial 
assistance in your name to the Lord ’s  “needy 
ones” in our country and throughout the world. 

Shepherd’s Care is not  just raising money for the 
poor and the sick, but more importantly , it is a 
guide to assist us in living a “Holy Lent” through 
understanding and properly using the Lenten tripod 
of  “Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  

Don’t just  “give up” during lent, “give up” so 
others can have” 

  

 S hepherd’s care 
     Great Lent 2016 

 

“Do not turn your face away from 
any poor man and God will not 

turn his face away from you.” 
Tobit  4:7 

Melkite Greek-Catholic  
Eparchy of Newton 

 
Charitable gifts for the needy can 

also be sent directly to the 
Chancery Office at 3 VFW Parkway 
in West Roxbury, MA 02132-7722  

Over Twenty Years of Shepherd’s Care 

Shepherds’Care began in 1988 with 21 Parishes 
taking part. The first collection of Shepherd’s Care 
amounted to $7,242. In the past 20+ years, the 
total collections amounted to  more than $250,000! 
Nearly all of our churches have continued to 
participate in the Shepherd’s Care Lenten collection 
every year. 
 
Through your love and faithful support ,our 
eparchy has been able to help orphans, the hungry, 
the homeless, drug abusers, the destitute, runaway 
teens, victims of war, disasters and disease. 
 
Donations have been distributed to Lazarus House 
in Lawrence, MA ;Emmaus House in Harlem, NY; 
Middle East Orphanages; Covenant House in LA; 
Tuition aid to our seminarians; the Salvatorian 
Center in Methuen, MA.; and a food program for 
the poor at St. Philip’s in San Bernardino, CA., and 
many other groups. 



  

 

“When He looked up he saw  

some wealthy people putting their 

offerings into the treasury and  

he noticed a poor widow putting in 

two small coins. He said: ‘I tell  

you truly, this poor widow put in 

more than all the rest; for those 

others have all made offerings  

from their surplus wealth, but  

she, from her poverty, has offered 

her whole livelihood.’” 
Gospel of St. Luke 21:1-4 

 

This account from the Gospel of St. Luke serves 

as a guide to Christians for the offerings we make 

to God.  A “mite” means a tiny, insignificant 

thing.  Compared with the large donations Our 

Lord observed, the tiny coins offered by this poor 

widow might ordinarily go unnoticed.  If others 

did notice her tiny contribution they might even 

judge her as stingy. 

Our Lord, in His all-knowing wisdom, however 

recognized that the widow’s “mite” was far 

greater than the large offerings other people were 

contributing.  They could afford to give more – 

and their offerings were therefore small!  The 

poor widow gave to God everything she had. 

 
Put it on your dining table, or in your icon 
corner where you pray and throughout Lent 
place your 
offerings in the 
box.  Some people 
try to put in the 
amount they save 
by abstaining 
from certain 
foods. 
 
At the end of 
Great Lent – 
perhaps during 
Great and Holy 
Week – bring the proceeds of your mite box 
back to the church.  Whether your offering is 
great or small only the Lord knows for sure!  
But gathered together with those of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ – the other 
families in your parish, they increase! 
 
All of the mite boxes of all of the families in 
all of our parishes are put together into a 
special fund that is for charities only. 
Our Bishop, together with his advisors sees 
this money is given to needy people at home 
and abroad.  Some of the money in past years 
has gone to support programs for the hungry 
and the homeless, victims of wars and natural 
disasters.  Some of last year’s Shepherd’s 
Care collection was used to help our less 
fortunate brothers and sisters in the Middle 
East. 

Each year during the Great Fast, the 
Church encourages us with the example of 
the “widow’s mite”.  We receive a little box 
– a “mite box” which we are to carry home.  
This box symbolizes the offerings we make 
during Lent, together with our increased 
prayers and our fasting and abstinence. 

 

Wisdom from the Fathers 

 
“There is no sin that alms cannot 
cleanse.  Charity is a medicine suitable 
for any wound.” 
 

St. John Chrysostom 
 

“The bread you do not use is the bread 
of the hungry.  The garment hanging in 
your wardrobe is the garment of the 
person who is naked. The money you 
keep locked away is the money of the 
poor.” 
 

St. Basil the Great 
 

“Behold, your brother is naked and 
weeping.  And there you stand deciding 
which carpet to buy!” 
 

St. Gregory of Nyssa 
 
“If you have any possessions, pay a 
ransom for your sins.”  
 

the Didache  
 
“Without faith, hope, and charity 
nothing sinful is uprooted, nor can any 
good be fully attained.” 
 

 St. Maximos the Confessior 
 
 
“If you do not recognize Christ in the 
beggar at the door…you will not 
recognize Him in the chalice.” 
 

 St. John Chrysostom 
 


