
VO
L. 50 | NO

. 1 | W
INTER 2020

In This IssueIn This Issue
In the Blink of an Eye
Memory Eternal Fr Joseph Francavilla
2020 Melkite Conventipn

In This Issue
In the Blink of an Eye
Memory Eternal Fr Joseph Francavilla
2020 Melkite Convention



Sophia
The Journal of the Eparchy of Newton 
for Melkite Catholics in the United States

www.melkite.org 
Published quarterly by the Eparchy of Newton. 

ISSN 0194-7958. 
Made possible in part by the Catholic Home Mission 
Committee, a bequest by the Rev. Allen Maloof, and 
generous supporters of the annual Bishop’s Appeal.

MEMBER CATHOLIC PRESS ASSOCIATION

PUBLISHER 
Most Rev. Nicholas J. Samra, Eparchial Bishop

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Archimandrite James Babcock

COPY EDITOR
Jim Trageser

DESIGN and LAYOUT
Doreen Tahmoosh-Pierson

SOPHIA ADVISORY BOARD
Archimandrite Fouad Sayegh

Archimandrite Michael Skrocki 
Archpriest Thomas Steinmetz

Fr Hezekias Carnazzo 

SUBSCRIPTIONS/DISTRIBUTION
Please send subscription changes to your 

parish office. If you are not registered 
in a parish please send changes to:   

Eparchy of Newton 
3 VFW Pky, West Roxbury, MA 02132

The Publisher waives all copyright to this issue. Contents 
may be distributed free and without special permission in 
publications that are distributed free. Wherever possible, 
please include a credit line, indicating the name of SOPHIA 
magazine. Unsolicited manuscripts, articles, and letters to 
the editor are welcomed. The editors assume no responsi-
bility for lost manuscripts or photos. The content of all ar-
ticles, past, present and future, remains the expressed personal 
opinion of the individual author and may not reflect, in its 
entirety, the opinion of the Melkite Eparchy of Newton.  
© 2020 SOPHIA Magazine.

Share Your Voice With Us!
Have you ever dreamed of being a writer? Is there a 
subject that you have wanted to address or a story that 
you are excited to tell? We would love to hear from 
you! SOPHIA welcomes updates and photos from all 
of our parishes and invites manuscripts, articles, and 
letters to the editor from parishioners. Submissions 
will be subject to review by the editorial staff and only 
those approved by the publisher will be published. 

All submissions can be sent to: 
sophiamelkite@gmail.com 

or 
SOPHIA Letterbox 

3747 Vista Campana, #84  |  Oceanside, CA 92057
714 600 3660 

CONTENTS

All materials (photos/articles/parish news) 
for the Spring issue of SOPHIA magazine 
are due February 1, 2020.

SUBMISSIONS 
DEADLINE

 3 Editor’s Column: Change

 4 In the Blink of an Eye Bishop Nicholas’ Jubliee

 9 In the Blink of an Eye Celebration

 12 Vicar’s Address
 14 Ordination of Fr Tom Davis

 16 Blessed and Ordained at Holy Transfiguration

 18 Serving at Fr Francavilla's Final Liturgy

 19 Fr Joseph Francavilla Falls Asleep in the Lord

 21 Memory Eternal Archimandrite Gerald Murphy

 21 Diocesan Official Announcements

 22 On the Life of the Most Holy Theotokos

 24 Hundreds of Terrified Christians fleeing Syria

 25 Byzantine Church Discovered Near Jerusalem

 26 US House Votes to Recognize Armenian Genocide

 27 Theological Consultation Releases Statement

 28 52nd National Melkite Convention
 
 32 Eden to Eden: The Babylonian Exile

 34 Saint Paul, Apostle of the Gentiles (Arabic)

 38 Book Review: Villians of the Early ChurchVillians of the Early Church

 39 St Ann NJ 100 Year Anniversary

 40 Our Lady of Redemption Centennial Celebrations

 42 Twenty Questions about Church Vocabulary

 44 To Which Vocation are You Called?

 45 Byzi-Kids I Spy in My Little Icon
 
 46 Around the Eparchy
 50 NAMW
 51 Navigating the Eparchy
On the Cover: Ordination of Fr Thomas Davis. Pictured are Fr Tom’s son Gregory, Presvytera 
Joanne, Bishop Nicholas, Fr Thomas and his daughter Sophia. Inset photo is Fr. Tom and Khouria 
Joanne's daughter, USN Ensign Julia Davis, who is currently deployed overseas and was unable to be 
present at the ordination.  Photo by Edward Stoller



Right Reverend 
Archimandrite
James Babcock
Editor-in-Chief

If there is one thing that is certain in life it is change. 
Most people don’t like change, and they often resist it. 
Resistance to change is futile. Although God is change-
less, God is very much alive and everything in His cre-
ation is in constant motion.

Recently, His Grace, Bishop Nicholas transferred a number 
of the priests. Some welcomed their new assignment, some 
didn’t want to be moved. In some cases parishioners were un-
happy about the change, some were glad.

Our bishop has a most difficult task in keeping our parishes 
staffed, and having a priest to celebrate the Divine Liturgy is 
essential. Yet we have had parishes that have undergone long 
spells without a priest. So, sometimes it is necessary to move 
priests or ordain a new one so that every parish gets one.

In time the people will adjust to the new priest and, God 
willing, they will offer him their support.

It’s not always easy for the priest, either. They may have to 
move from a warm climate to a cold one. From an ethnically 
oriented community to an Americanized community.  From a 
wealthy parish to a poor one. They themselves may find it dif-
ficult to adjust.

In the near future, a number of our senior clergy will retire 
or become incapacitated. This will present a new challenge for 
His Grace. Where will he find replacements? This can be es-
pecially difficult in parishes where the current pastor has served 
for many, many years. Again, the faithful will probably find that 
the new one isn’t like the old one.

But our communities are dynamic. If you look back into the 

history of the parish you will find that a lot of change has prob-
ably taken place. In many cases, it may have been propitious 
to relocate the church, or due to unforeseen circumstances or 
growth to build a new church.

Recently we have seen a change in the makeup of our clergy 
with the ordination of married men, such as the ordination 
of Deacon Tom Davis to the priesthood in Danbury - which 
became vacant when Fr. Michael Skrocki was transferred to 
Georgia, a parish without a priest since the passing of Fr. Mi-
chael Hull. We can be thankful that Archimandrite John Azar, 
our vocations director, seeks out qualified men who feel God 
is calling them to serve as a priest. If you have a priest in your 
parish, consider him a gift from God.

Yes, change is the one thing we can be sure of as much as 
many changes take place in our lives, in our families, in our 
vocations, and even in our church. We need change otherwise 
we or our parish may become stagnant.

We need change in our lives as well. We need to change 
each day, more and more, into the image of Christ. We need to 
change from our sinful habits to a life of holiness. We need to 
change from being lazy Christians to active Christians in order 
to live life to its fullness as God intended.

Finally, let us not be afraid of change, but rather, welcome it as 
an opportunity to grow and develop our lives and in our parishes.

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Theotokos may we 
accept change. We probably need it.

I wish all the readers of SOPHIA a most blessed and glorious 
Nativity Feast and a joyous New Year!       †

FROM THE EDITOR 
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Welcome and thank you to all of you who 
have come from far and near to celebrate 
with me a jubilee 75/50/30. By now you 
know what those numbers mean. As I 
thought about what I would say tonight 

I kept thinking I’d be lost for words, but you know me, am I 
ever lost for words? I assure you I will try to share important 
memories but not bore you with all of them – just too many in 
my years of ministry.

In the blink of an eye, my childhood (just like that of ev-
ery child who wants be grown up) was now over. Little did we 
know as children how easy life was. 1962 – my last year of high 
school – I gave much thought to becoming a priest. Sure I had 
the call before, but now it was time to answer God and pursue 
what he had in mind for me.

In the blink of an eye, I found myself in the seminary trav-
eling daily to St. Anselm College, N.H. In that era – it seems 
ancient already – seminary life was quite rigid. The clergy from 
the Middle East were trained in the old European rigidity that 
crept into the Middle East, so we could only leave the prop-
erty on Saturday to go for a walk and it had to be toward New 
Hampshire, not Lawrence. The reason was so no one of our 
church community would see us. Rebel me asked the question: 
“why, are we ugly or something?” Follow rules and never exit 
the seminary building by the front door – always to the back. 
We were a small number of students – all different personalities 
getting on each other’s nerves.

I needed more touch with society for my future work as a 
priest. Luckily, a Franciscan House in Andover was offering 
classes in catechesis and I got permission to use a seminary 
car in the evenings to take these classes mingling with other 
non-clerical human beings. I extended the car use to do some 
volunteer work in the Lawrence prison and the local Catho-
lic hospital. I was broadening my academics with people skills. 
Needless to say, the rigidity was a bit too much and thank God 
today’s seminary education has added so much more for us to 
become well-rounded men.

St. Joseph Church in Lawrence was my weekend outside the 
seminary task; each seminarian assisted in a parish on Sunday. 
Sunday school and Kasper and Joyce Kfoury and family of five 
children kept me sane and became my second family. When 
they purchased a new dining table, their youngest insisted that 
they buy an eighth chair and he named it “Nick’s chair”.

In the blink of an eye, the four seminarians in 1968 were 

moved from St. Basil, Methuen, to St. John Seminary in Bos-
ton to complete our studies. It was 1968 and I was ordained a 
sub-deacon by Bishop Justin Najmy.

In the blink of an eye, he died suddenly several months later 
and now there was no bishop for two years. In 1969 the seminary 
developed in the Boston Theological Institute a pastoral year, 
where you’d live in a parish and travel to Boston two days and 
our classes were given then, allowing us to go Friday back to the 
parish. It was called the deacon year but I wasn’t a deacon – no 
bishop to ordain me. My classmates, all deacons, would tease me 
that I’d never get ordained. Archbishop Joseph Tawil arrived in 
January 1970 and my seminary days were coming to a close. He 
ordained me a deacon in April – I was a short-term deacon, for on 
May 10, one week before my classmates, he ordained me a priest. 

In the Latin Church Ordination Rites all priests impose 
hands like the bishop on the new priest so I must say for all the 
teasing I got, I had a big smile when I imposed my hands on 
each one of my Latin Church classmates at their ordination. 

In the blink of an eye, my first assignment possibilities, said 
Archbishop Tawil were: Lawrence, Miami and Los Angeles. 
No discussion – “go to Los Angeles” and that I did. I arrived in 
July for the feast of St Anne to the Church of St. Anne, now my 
second Cathedral. I drove across the country with a seminar-
ian and two cousins with a stop in Las Vegas – no gambling, 
no waste of money. Everyone warned us that there are no gas 
stations in the desert, they thought we were living in ancient 
times. But because of the heat we did travel in shorts and a 
T-shirt. Upon arrival, there were two priests there already in 
a tiny house, one the age of my grandfather and the second as 
old as my father. The elder, the pastor, was awakened from his 
after-lunch nap to welcome me at my car. He looked me up and 
down and said, “you’re the new priest?” and he returned to his 
room to finish his nap!

Parish work began immediately and with two older priests to 
work with, I had to get them to believe what I was doing was their 
idea. The elder pastor retired after one year but remained with us 
in the den. What a surprise his filing system was. Waste not any-
thing, old Sears Catalogs and telephone books became his file, 
gluing all important documents page by page and he even deco-
rated pages with Christmas and Easter Seal stamps. Carol Caven 
had volunteered to be parish secretary and she and her husband, 
John, and daughter Melissa became my glue of a family and the 
ungluing of the important files. It took forever, Carol and Melisa 
are here today smiling or rather laughing out loud.

Most Rev. 
Nicholas J. Samra
Eparchial Bishop  
of Newton

In the Blink of an Eye
Reflections on His Grace,
Bishop Nicholas’ Jubilee



I lived through the 1971 earthquake and am here to say it. 
The youth were my joy. In 1975 we produced Godspell with 
great success with numerous showings at the church and in Or-
ange County at the request of a civil club there.

In 1973 we began two missions – Holy Cross in Anaheim 
and an Outreach in West Los Angeles. Sad to say clergy that 
followed me closed the West Los Angeles outreach insisting 
the faithful come to St. Anne’s. Then it was a 45-minute drive 
– today up to an hour and a half or two to be realistic. And we 
had up to 120 people at every Liturgy. No foresight for some!

In Anaheim we celebrated at Cornelia Connelly High School 
and Sr. Rosemary McCarthy was our honorary Melkite making 
sure everyone was ready for Liturgy, and she knew everyone by 
name. She’s now 95 and will enjoy reading Sophia and seeing 
her name.

In the blink of an eye, 1977, upon my return to California 
after my mother’s untimely death, Archbishop Tawil was satisfied 
that our mission needed a full-time priest. I lived there during the 
week, heading back and forth to North Hollywood. He called me 
in June and named me pastor but in the blink of an eye another 
call a week later: “go to Chicago, they have no priest.”

I went to St John the Baptist Church, vacant of a priest for 6 
months. I had two rooms in the church, a bedroom and an of-
fice at extreme ends of the church. My kitchen and dining room 
was the basement hall and there lived a feline named Muffin. 
I’m not a pet person, especially a cat. The ladies would play 
with her on the kitchen counter on Sunday. My first breakfast 
there was my last. I put cereal in a bowl and milk over it and 
“the cat” jumped up and ate it. She did run away, knowing she 
was not loved. I was cutting down overgrown trees behind the 
church, the door was opened and out she ran. At time to go 
back in she fled under the neighbor’s fence and when I tried to 
reach her, she clawed me and so good bye and good luck. I was 
blamed for her disappearance.

My first winter there turned out to be the worst winter in 
Chicago’s recorded history. On my first Sunday at St. John’s I 
was met with several people requesting a Liturgy and mission 
in southeast Chicago called Hegewisch on the border of Indi-
ana. A year later I opened a mission there, driving each way 
80-90 minutes. St. Michael the Archangel parish was born with 
40 families and grew to over 100 plus. However over the years 
it never gelled properly and is at the point of possible closure. 
Most families come from Jordan and with many priests just nev-
er could be a united community. 

A cute story there: I was teaching the children an Arabic 
Christmas song of Fairuz who used some popular tunes of 
Christmas Carols of the west. One phrase says “ooli ooli ya 
habibi, jaye li‘anna ya-sou’. ” The children asked “Abouna, what 
is ‘ooli ooli.’” (tell me, tell me), “Oh”, I said, Jordanians, “gooli 
gooli”. If Fairuz heard them sing, she would have cut my throat. 
The dialects of Arabic are many!!

In the blink of an eye, move to New Jersey, said Archbishop 
Tawil. It was my home parish, but being gone for over 18 years 
its face was changed. A large active parish it was, but a shocker 
took place: When built, there was an agreement with the city 
to put in major sewer lines after four years. My predecessor did 

Continued on page 6
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and all pipe lines were supposedly connected in 1976. Someone 
forgot the rectory and at the end of the school wing there was an 
overflow from the ground. The cesspool tanks had filled and the 
city went wild making us open each one of the 10 to fill them and 
other ground works too to raise manholes. The property had 
been filled for decoration without city permission. The parish 
newsletter’s headlines: “Our cup runneth over” – but it wasn’t 
coffee or tea. Figure it out yourselves. Twelve acres of adjoining 
land came up for sale but because we had first bids, we purchased 
it for $400,000 and yet we had a $500,000 debt on the church. 
God bless the parishioners – we ran a bond drive for the land and 
the sewers and they came through. I implemented a stewardship 
program of time and talent and treasure, and here I can brag – 
we ran the church with the offertory collection and no fundrais-
ers: We implemented God’s plan. On occasion, not every year, 
we had a festival to unite our loving parishioners – the only fun-
draiser, but more of a community love feast. We also supported 
and helped St. Demetrius our mission church, now a parish.

In the blink of an eye, 1989, I came back from a Disney 
World vacation and a message said call the Nuncio in Wash-
ington. He’s the Pope’s representative in America. He in-
formed me that the Melkite Synod had proposed my name for 
the office of bishop and Pope John Paul had named me to this 
office. I was to be Auxiliary of Newton and after two years the 
eparchy would be split and I would head one half. Archbishop 
Tawil ordained me deacon, priest and now, because the war 
in Lebanon escalated, the Patriarch could not come to ordain 
me a bishop so he delegated Archbishop Joseph and he and I 
chose Archbishop Michel Hakim of Montreal and Peter Rai 
of Venezuela/Mexico to be the other two required for ordina-
tion. Archbishop Rai is a relative – my family adopted Samra 
from my great grandfather Habib Rai, nicknamed Abu Samra 
because his first child, a girl, had brunette hair or darker eyes or 
tanned looking skin. My cousins George and Jocelyne are here 
tonight meeting the rest of the family.

1990 – 1991, I found myself as rector of St. Gregory Semi-
nary, sadly closed during the time of Bishop Elya.

In the blink of an eye, I was sent to Detroit (Warren) Mich-
igan to be regional bishop in residence. I established St. Nicho-
las Mission, now a parish in Delray Beach, Florida, where there 
were many snowbirds in the winter. For several years I had to 
be pastor at Our Lady of Redemption and initiated the build-
ing of the long-awaited church. We had worshipped and lived 
in a former junior high school. I pray this church will become 
our third cathedral for the day when we could have three epar-
chies: Boston, Los Angeles, Detroit. It is not impossible with 
evangelization and growth.

In the blink of an eye, 2005, I submitted resignation as 
Auxiliary Bishop – no further comment other than to write, 
teach and preach.

In the blink of an eye, 2011, While teaching at our Deacon 

In the Blink of an Eye  
Continued from page 5



Formation Program, I received a call from the Papal Nuncio, 
“Pope Benedict appoints you Bishop of Newton.” I humbly ac-
cepted without saying “it’s about time.” And here I am eight 
years later. In this same hall eight years ago, I spoke at my en-
thronement dinner about my vision and plans for our church. 
Among the items I spoke about was studying the issue of the 
ordination to priesthood of qualified married men. I had eight 
churches without priests and several with retiring priests. The 
door was still closed by Rome and after much discussion in 
Rome with officials I did what I was asked but never got an 
answer. I then ordained Deacon Michael Jolly a priest for the 
Scranton parish. He had all his degrees and administered the 
parish for 7 years. It needed a priest.

There was some flack and not to go into all the details, Car-
dinal Sean O’Malley came to my assistance, he spoke to Pope 
Francis and the next day the ban against ordaining married 
priests in the USA was lifted in 2014. Since then I ordained 
10 more and I will tell you now more priests are on the way in 
next few years.

Fr. Philip told you about my bishop work, travels, office, etc. 
so no need to tell you more. 

In the blink of an eye, 75 came quickly, 30 years as bishop 
even faster. I thank God for the good health and yet I know I’m 
75. I look in the mirror, the hair is thinned, there are wrinkles 
on the face. Here I must digress again: Aunt Annie, my father’s 
youngest sister, the last of 12 children of my grandparents, will 
be 97 soon. She still lives alone, a daughter nearby, cooks and 
bakes and goes to church daily. Several years ago she had a 
cataract removed from one eye and a month later the second. 
Dropped off at home after the second, she was fine but after her 
son-in-law left she went to the mirror and started screaming. 
She called her daughter who came running, thinking some-
thing terrible happened. “look what the doctor did to me, he 
wrinkled my face.” With the cataracts she had never seen the 
wrinkles of age. So I guess its good to have cataracts. Yet I see 
my wrinkles but thank God for them. They are the lines and 
lives of all the people who entered my life and each and every 
person has touched me in special way leaving his/her marks. 

I give thanks to God who called me to serve and tend his 
sheep and who walked with me all the way. My clergy, priests 
and deacons are my arms and legs in this vast eparchy and 
without them and their wonderful leadership and service this 
eparchy will not be growing: The clergy are my joy. Clergy, 
please stand and be recognized. Special thanks to Archiman-
drite Philip Raczka and Fr. Theophan Leonarczyk for planning 
this celebrative event tonight.

Continued on page 8

The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy | 7



God blessed me with wonderful parents who gaze from 
afar in the heavenly abode. My sister and brothers, nephews 
and niece, and the entire family of aunts, uncles and cousins 
have been always supportive. I note today that 3rd cousins, the 
Noune family, are here from Michigan, Julie McEvoy’s great 
grandfather and my paternal great grandmother were brother 
and sister. And locally, George and Jocelyn Rai are 3rd cousins 
on the Samra side. Rai is our original family name as I previ-
ously mentioned. My great grandfather got a nickname, Samra.

I am humbled that His Beatitude Patriarch Joseph adjusted 
his schedule to be present today and preside over this celebra-
tion along with Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the Papal Nun-
cio in the USA, my brother bishops - thank you for your pres-
ence and support over the years.

Thirty years ago I participated in my first Synod of Bishops 
with Patriarch Maximos V. I was the youngest and nicknamed 
by him our “Benjamin.” At the synod we sit according to epis-
copal rank and I needed binoculars to look up the long table to 
see my elders.

In the blink of any eye, I’m now seated next to the Patriarch, 
the senior bishop in episcopal ordination of the active or non-
retired bishops. Now I need the binoculars to see the 30-plus 
bishops after me at the long synod table.

I look at some of my pictures and chuckle when my close co-
workers ask: “Who is that?” That’s me, but we must acknowl-
edge God’s humor in our aging process; we get shorter and our 
feet get bigger; the hair on our head falls out and grows where 
we don’t need it, in ears and nose, we gain wisdom as we age 
although we needed it when we were younger… and on and 
on. But my life is a blessing from God.

Some people have given me gifts today - not that I’m asking 
for them. However, whatever gifts I receive I am giving to this 
Cathedral to have new icons painted in the proper style for 
our icon screen. I give you a book I published under the name 
of my episcopal motto, Steward of the Mysteries, and there 
are available Pocket New Testaments to allow you to read the 
Lord’s Good News daily.

In a nut shell this is my life. Someone recently asked if I had 
a chance would you choose priesthood again. Of course, if I 

was 25 I’d do it for sure – but there would be things different, 
of course after 50 years, there are things I know today that I 
would have liked to know then.

But my life, with ups and downs, was filled with joy and you, 
my family and friends, and all those I met along the way in my 
priesthood and episcopacy – you were all my joy. You filled my 
life and I humbly ask you to keep me in your prayers. I love 
you all!

In the blink of an eye…       †

In the Blink of an Eye  Continued from page 7
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Introduction
Your Beatitude Patriarch Joseph Absi; Your Excellency Bishop 
Nicholas, our honoree; Most Reverend Archbishop William 
Skurla; most reverend bishops, reverend priests, deacons in 
Christ, and dear brothers and sisters in the Lord: Welcome to 
this triple celebration in honor of Bishop Nicholas Samra. We 
celebrate his 75 birthday, which was on Aug. 15; his 30th an-
niversary of Episcopal consecration, which was on July 6; and 
his 50th anniversary of priesthood, which will be next May 10. 

At this time, I wish to take some time to outline only a few 
of Bishop Nicholas’ accomplishments over the last 50 years of 
service to God’s Church. This way he does not have to praise 
himself, but you can know about some of his good work.

 
Bishop Nicholas’ busy schedule
Bishop Nicholas has two kinds of weeks: the ones when he 
travels to visit a parish, and the second when he does not travel.

When he travels to visit a parish, usually he leaves on Fri-
day morning. Arriving in the parish on Friday afternoon, he 
will begin meeting with different groups in the parish or visit-
ing families with the pastor. On Saturday, he will spend the 
whole day with meetings and visits. On Sunday morning he 
will celebrate the Divine Liturgy, being sure to give a sermon 
that pertains to that particular community. After a community 
lunch, he will continue with visits and meetings the remainder 
of the day. On Monday, he will return to Boston — and if he 
arrives early enough, he will go to the office. Tuesday through 
Thursday he will work in the office all day. In the evening, he 
will go home and relax by cleaning the house, doing laundry, 

cooking Syrian food, and translating articles about the Melkite 
Church from French into English.

During the weeks that Bishop Nicholas does not travel, he 
will work in the office six days a week, and spend his evenings 
cooking, cleaning, doing laundry and translating articles.

We all know that Bishop Nicholas spends two winter months 
in California, running away from our Boston weather. While 
there he will visit each of the West Coast communities at least 
once. He will meet with the clergy and different parish groups, 
and also visit various people. Usually when he returns from 
California he needs some days off to recover, and some trips to 
the gym to work off the food.

In general, it is very obvious that Bishop Nicholas works qui-
et hard for the diocese, and with his whole heart. He does not 
let problems sit unattended to, but deals with them as they arise 
so that everything is always up to date. God is graciously keep-
ing him in good health so that he may continue his good work.

Clergy ordained and recruited by Bishop Nicholas
One of the functions of a bishop is to recruit, train and or-
dain clergy for his parishes. Since becoming a bishop, Sayedna 
Nicholas has ordained 29 deacons: two for the Russian Catho-
lic Church of San Francisco, and 27 for the Melkites. Five of 
them are now priests. He ordained 17 deacons when he was 
auxiliary bishop, and 12 as eparchial bishop. One more deacon 
will be ordained this year, Elias Dorham, who is here tonight.

He ordained two priests as auxiliary bishop: namely Fr. 
James Koury, and the late Fr. +Philip Azoon.

He has ordained 14 priests as eparchial bishop. They are: 
Fathers Khaled Anatolios, Sergio Ayala, Hezekias Carnazzo, 
Sebastian Carnazzo, Michael Copenhagen, Paul Fallouh, the 
late +Michael Jolly, Marwan-Ephram Kardouh, Ziad Layous, 
Theophan Leonarczyk, Dennis McCarthy, Bryan McNeil, 
Shukri Sabbagh and Musil Shihadeh. One more priest will be 
ordained this year: Deacon Tom Davis, who is here tonight.

There are four more ordinations to the priesthood planned 
in the next year. 

Bishop Nicholas has recruited 10 clergy from outside the 
Eparchy of Newton to serve in this diocese. They are: Fathers 
Fadi Al-Mimass, Gabriel Azar, Ezzat Bathouche, Francois 
Beyrouti, Victor Hanna, the late +Michael Hull, John Mefrige, 
Alfonso Serna, Joseph Thomas and Reskallah Samaan.

He has had the honor of being the co-consecrator of two 
bishops: Bishop John Botean when he was auxiliary bishop, 
and Bishop George Gallaro as eparchial bishop. Both bishops 
are present this evening with us.

VICAR’S ADDRESS
Given at the Anniversary Celebration 

of the Most Reverend Nicholas J Samra
– October 3, 2019 –

Rt Rev Philip Raczka
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Missions started
Our Melkite Church is in the process of shrinking in the Mid-
dle East due to the exodus of the Christian population, and 
increasing in the western world due to the same emigration. 
Bishop Nicholas has started missions to reach out and care for 
these immigrants, and their children born here in the USA.

When he was a priest he started two missions: Holy Cross 
in Orange County, Calif., and St. Michael in Hammond, Ind.

When he was the auxiliary bishop he began St. Nicholas in 
Delray Beach, Fla.

As eparchial bishop he has started: St. Barbara Mission in Hous-
ton; Our Lady of Mercy Mission in Allentown, Penn; and the new 
outreach in San Antonio, Texas. He is continuously exploring new 
possibilities for future communities all over our country.

Stewards of the Mysteries – a vision for the Church
The episcopal motto of Bishop Nicholas is: “Stewards of the 
Mysteries.” This motto points to his lifelong dedication to 
stewardship. Many people only think of stewardship as way of 
raising the money in the collection. This is its least important 
aspect. The most important concept is realizing that all good 
things are gifts from God, and we should thank God for them.

Stewardship looks to a full Christian life based on apostolic 
teaching, participation in the sacraments, community fellow-
ship, daily prayer, and helping the poor. It is the exact opposite 
of the idea of minimalism. The idea of minimalism in church 
life is: what is the least that I have to believe, what is the least 
that I have to give, what is the least that I have to do, and what 

is the least that I have to pray. Minimalism is the great enemy 
of church life in our day.

Bishop Nicholas has given many talks and conferences on the 
topic of stewardship in the United States, Canada, and even Italy, 
and has written about it. This vision of stewardship has impelled 
him to call our parishes, clergy and faithful to lead a full Chris-
tian life. He is always encouraging both the clergy and the laity 
to grow closer to God because God wants us to be His beloved 
children, and not mere tenants in the universe that He created.

Also, Bishop Nicholas’ motto reminds him and us that this 
is not our Church. It belongs to God. It is the Kingdom of 
God that we are blessed to participate in. What is done in the 
Church is not according to our will, nor even the bishop’s will, 
but according to the will of God. Bishop Nicholas calls us all to 
follow God’s will in our parish life.

Presentation
Finally, I have a presentation for Bishop Nicholas. He is very 
well known in the American hierarchy after 30 years of service. 
Many bishops wanted to be here this evening, but could not 
due to their very busy schedules. In this box there are letters to 
Bishop Nicholas from them. They number 134.

It is my great honor to serve in this eparchy under Bishop 
Nicholas Samra. I hope that God gives him many more years 
of good health. I also hope that the Church authorities will 
allow him to remain as our eparchial bishop for another two 
to three years. May God grant Bishop Nicholas many and 
blessed years.         †



St. Ann Parish in Danbury, CT, welcomed one of their 
own as their new pastor on Dec. 1 when Deacon 
Tom Davis was ordained to the holy priesthood by 
Bishop Nicholas. Fr. Tom has served St. Ann as a 
deacon since 2004, and is excited about his new role 

and what the future holds for the community. 
The parish was established in 1910 and has deep roots in 

the Danbury area. Many of the families who helped found the 
parish remain active generations later. Honoring that faith and 
the fervor of the people is one of Fr. Tom’s priorities. He has 
high praise for what he calls the “magnificent spirit” of the 
parishioners, and promises that “what has been will be honored 
and remembered; what is to come will shine.” 

“The second 100 years of Saint Ann are off to a great start,” 
he said. Several recent infrastructure projects and the addition 
of beautiful church ornamentation have provided a strong and 
edifying foundation for a dynamic future. “We are going to 

preach the Apostolic faith in season and out, in the temple and in 
the streets. We are going to bring in the people to be partakers 
of divine nature and share in the banquet of the Lord.” 

The Davis family – Fr. Tom, Khouria Joanne, Greg, Julia and 
Sophia – live in Sandy Hook, Conn. Joanne’s brother and one 
of her sisters and their families also live in Sandy Hook, and her 
parents live nearby. Five of Fr. Tom’s siblings and their families 
also live in Connecticut. “It makes for strong family bonds and 
that nurtures faith,” he said.

Fr. Tom credits his mother’s faith and prayers for his own 
religious vocation. She was a determined Irish-American mother 
of seven children who taught persistence and perseverance by 
her example of steadfast family loyalty. When she died in 2016, 
she left a letter addressed to her children reminding them that 
they had the good fortune to be baptized into the Apostolic 
faith and they would be called to account for their stewardship 
of so great a gift. “Mom taught us all to have a special devotion 
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AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
Ordination of Fr Tom Davis

St Ann Church   .   Danbury, CT
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to the Blessed Mother and that opened a lot of doors for me to 
see the maternal and nurturing side of the church.” 

When asked why he is so enraptured with the faith, Fr. Tom 
was quick with a reply: “Because I believe Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead.” As to why he chose the priesthood, he was similarly 
direct: “It is God who chooses. When He calls it’s a lot like falling 
in love, like when I met and fell in love with my 
wife. Once bitten, nothing was ever the same.” He 
describes the Christian faith as a fantastic drama 
in which dogma is the climax. “God became man 
so that we might be divinized and share in His life 
for eternity. That’s as awesome as anything gets.” 
That’s why he recommends the advice of the great 
British apologist and writer G.K. Chesterton:  
“Let your religion be less of a theory and more of 
a love affair.” 

Fr. Tom has served as an assistant attorney 
general for the State of Connecticut for the last 
28 years. Before that, he served as an assistant 
corporation counsel for the City of New York and 
practiced law in Stamford, Conn., where he was 
born and raised. He graduated from Fordham 
University with a bachelor of arts in political 
science in 1978 and the Quinnipiac University 
School of Law with a juris doctor degree in 1981, 
where he was the lead articles editor of the Law 
Review. In 1988 he received his master of laws 
in trade regulation from New York University 
School of Law, and in 2004 was awarded a master 
of arts in moral theology summa cum laude from 
Holy Apostles College and Seminary in Cromwell, 
Conn., where he also teaches bioethics and law 
and chairs the faculty graduate committee for the 
bioethics concentration. 

Fr. Tom is the founder and president of the 
Liberty Institute for Faith & Ethics (L.I.F.E.) 
(www.liberty4life.org), a multidisciplinary center 
that includes the St. John Paul II Bioethics 
Center and the Religious Liberty Observatory. It 
is dedicated to the study of critical cultural, legal 
and bioethical issues.

“The Liberty Institute embraces the ethos of 
love and liberty at the heart of revelation and 
natural law,” says Fr. Tom. “It explores topics like 
religious liberty, freedom of conscience, medical 
and research ethics, the bio-technological 
revolution, the nature of the human person, the 
structure of society and the natural family and so 
much more.”

That may sound like a mouthful, but Fr. Tom 
says it all boils down to basics. “Freedom is at the 
heart of the Gospel message. We can choose love 
or we can refuse love. St. Paul says it best: ‘for 
freedom Christ has set us free.’ So it comes down 
to the choice. It’s like the ancient knight who 
waited centuries for Indiana Jones to reach his 
hidden lair in The Last Crusade who cautioned 

‘Choose, but choose wisely.’ It’s a timeless message with the 
timeless promise of eternal life. It will be the pleasure of my life 
to celebrate the Divine Liturgy and the sacramental economy 
for this amazing community.”

Congratulations to Fr. Tom and his family and to St. Ann 
Parish.             †
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Readers, Subdeacons, Deacon 
Blessed and Ordained at 

Holy Transfiguration Parish
By Judith Jolma

Axios! The song rang out from the congregation as 
the Eparchy of Newton made history in Novem-
ber when six men were set apart, setting a record 
for the most ordinations at one time. 

On Nov. 16, Bishop Nicholas tonsured three 
men as readers including Riley Winstead, 25, and Mikhael 
Naddaf, 26, both of Holy Transfiguration and Arvin Gallasosa, 
46, of St. Michael in Indiana; and he ordained four men as sub-
deacons including Anson Groves, 44, Frank Aleman, 62, Elias 
Dorham, 50, of Holy Transfiguration and Arvin Gallasosa (who 
was further elevated that evening). The ordinations took place 
at Holy Transfiguration Church in McLean, Va. The following 
day Elias Dorham, one of the newly ordained subdeacons, was 
further elevated to the diaconate during Divine LIturgy bring-
ing the total number of ordinations over the weekend to eight.

Visiting clergy and guests packed the Church during both 
events — standing along the walls in the Nave and spilling into 
the narthex and community hall. Vested priests, deacons and 
acolites crowded the Holy of Holies and more than two dozen 
clergy sang hymns from the clarose.

The ordinations carried greater significance for the congre-
gation whose long-time pastor Fr. Joseph Francivilla fell asleep 
in the Lord just three days prior. Though not a father to bi-
ological children, Fr. Joseph leaves behind a rich heritage of 

many spiritual sons including the men ordained this weekend. 
It was a homecoming for many of the visiting clergy who had 
also been ordained at Holy Transfiguration in years past.

“Fr. Joseph has been the constant presence in my spiritual 
life and the example of pastoral ministry I would like to emu-
late,” said Subdeacon Anson. 

At the beginning of the ordination vespers, Bishop Nicholas an-
nounced to a thankful congregation that he had appointed Fr. Mark 
Melone as temporary administrator of Holy Transfiguration. 

Before losing his battle with pancreatic cancer, Fr. Joseph 
prepared his congregation for the ordinations by preaching a 
series of homilies in which he carefully taught about the re-
sponsibilities and significance of each order. 

The head represent the hub of our human senses -- sight, 
smell, hearing and feeling -- and as the hair of their heads is 
tonsured, they are submitting all their earthly senses to the 
Holy Spirit, he said.

The office of Reader requires far more attention than being 
literate and able to read a text during liturgy, he told them. To 
be a Reader one must first receive the word of God into his 
own heart and proclaim it by his life. This is an obligation that 
Reader Riley takes with sobriety. 

“I hope to follow in Fr. Joseph’s legendary footsteps.” Reader 
Riley said. “He showed us all how to follow Christ with zeal 

All photos: Kim Nguyen



and charity, and I look to him as a model of the servant leader-
ship that characterizes the service of the clergy.”

Although the ordination prayer describes the Reader as the 
lowest rank of orders, and the first step toward the priestly 
ministry, Reader Riley said, “I understand the office of Reader 
as a commitment to Christ and the Melkite Church that I will 
serve through chanting the Scriptures, a responsibility I take 
seriously.” He also takes comfort in the Bishop’s ordination 
prayers that the “Spirit will fulfill what is lacking” – both in 
his own life and in the congregation generally. “I pray that my 
own weakness will not be an obstacle to God’s divine work in 
and through me, and that I will be strengthened to serve the 
community that I love.”

This is a sentiment echoed by newly tonsured Reader 
Mikhael, who discerned his call to the priesthood when medi-
tating on the conversation between Jesus and the good thief. 
“No matter how sinful of a man I can be, I cannot be afraid to 
ask for His forgiveness and know that He bears all of my sins 
through His love,” he said. “I want to proclaim the kingdom of 
the Lord to all, share all the mysteries, and to share the power 
and glory of the Resurrection to all.” Reader Makhael and most 
of those ordained intend, Lord willing, to follow their calling 
all the way to the presbyterate.  

Discerning a vocation for many years, Subdeacon Arvin’s 
preparation came in fits and starts with his obligations as a hus-
band and physician presenting many obstacles. But the Lord 
cleared a path before him with the restructured Deacon Train-
ing Program at Anna Maria College in Worcester, Ma., and 
other obstacles -- including work and family obligations -- be-
gan to fall in place. Several priests encouraged him along the 
way including Fr. Sergio Ayala, pastor of St Michael in Ham-
mond, Indiana and Fr. Ignatius Harrington, pastor of Holy 
Resurrection in Columbus, Ohio. 

For Subdeacon Arvin, his ordination is a natural progression 
of his life-long service to the church, as he and his wife Sandra 
have always been involved: serving in the Holy Place, singing 

in the choir, teaching catechesis and baking Prosphora.  “Since 
entering the Deacon Training Program, our involvement in 
the Church has deepened,” he said. 

In addition to the courses through the Deacon Training Pro-
gram, Subdeacon Arvin is also working on a Master of Divin-
ity online at St. Joseph College in Maine, in order “to gain 
knowledge to help in whatever pastoral and catechetical roles 
Sayedna Nicholas, Fr. Sergio and the Church will see fit to 
place me,” he said. He hopes to use his experience as a physi-
cian in pastoral ministry to the sick. 

The title “Deacon” is from the Greek “diakonos,” or servant, 
explained newly ordained Deacon Elias.  “But being a servant is 
not just for the clergy, it is for all.  It is important for everyone, 

no matter their age or ability,” he said, adding that everyone 
should ask how to serve both their Christian community and 
those outside. “Everyone has something which they can offer, 
and the parish truly needs the efforts of all to function authen-
tically as a Christian community.”

Deacon Elias, father of 10, accepted his vestments flanked by 
his sons who served as acolites as his wife and daughters tear-
fully joined in singing, “Axios.”

Contemplating the words of St Luke the Evangelist: “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;...pray therefore 
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest,” 
Deacon Elias said, “Sometimes the answer to that prayer is to 
send the one who has been praying.”

Subdeacon Arvin has a message for Christian men: “I would 
encourage any man to consider answering God’s call, if you 
feel He is calling you. If your pastor or fellow parishioners are 
encouraging you to discern a vocation, do so.” 

In the short weeks leading up to his repose in the Lord, a 
stream of visitors came to receive Fr. Joseph’s final blessing. 
Many of those visitors report him saying, “Protect the Church. 
Love the Church. The Church is your life.” 

May the Lord keep these men who are obedient to those 
words. Axios!            †
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Yesterday morning, I served Divine Liturgy at my 
home parish in McLean, VA, Holy Transfigura-
tion Melkite Greek-Catholic Church. Serving at 
that altar, on that particular day, is a beautiful gift 
I’ll never forget.

Our pastor, Fr. Joseph Francavilla - a priest of 51 years, 49 
of them at Transfiguration - is dying from pancreatic cancer. 
Yesterday was the last day he’d be with us at the altar, and the 
day he delivered his homily of farewell to his flock.

It was packed there at the altar. Practically everyone who 
could have served yesterday, did. Older men, young men, boys 
with their fathers. We were children who wanted to be close to 
their father, on his final journey home.

As Fr. Ephrem Handal devotedly and beautifully offered the 
Liturgy, through tears - it came time for the homily. Assisted 
by two of his spiritual children, men who held him up on either 
side, Fr. Joseph arose from his wheelchair to address his family.

In that moment, seeing with only physical eyes - he looked 
aged, well beyond his 76 years. The cancer had diminished 
him, his normally robust voice was weakened, and nausea, as he 
spoke, overcame him. But spiritually, in that moment, spiritual-
ly - Fr. Joseph was fully alive, robust, stronger than ever before.

For here was a man who emptied himself for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for his family, and for those in need. This was a priest 
servant who had shown us all how to live beautifully, and now, 

how to die beautifully. And here he was saying goodbye - for 
now - and encouraging us on, as we continued our journey to-
gether, to the Father.

He didn’t say much, couldn’t say much - but his life said ev-
erything. The words he did speak in that moment - were of 
acceptance of this, his final passion and suffering, and of his 
great love for each and every one of us, his sons and daughters.

It was heartbreaking. Man, did I cry at that altar. We all cried 
together as a family. But I cried not for Fr. Joseph. He’s run the 
race exceedingly well. I mourn instead that he won’t be physi-
cally in our midst. But he’ll be with us in spirit. And he’ll be 
with us as we continue the good work he began, when he came 
to Holy Transfiguration almost a half-century ago.

When I visited him in the hospital last week, I knew it may be 
the last time I’d have alone with him. I told Fr. Joseph I loved 
him. And that he changed my life. And that he has been the 
face of God the loving Father to me, and so many others.

With gratitude, we thank you for blessing us one last time 
yesterday, Fr. Joseph, and for blessing us all these years.

“The glory of God is man fully alive” said Saint Irenaeus. 
And Fr. Joseph showed us how to be fully alive. He taught us 
how to love, pray, worship, serve, fast, feast, be hospitable, re-
joice together, mourn together, and forgive.

God must truly love us, for having given you to us for so long.
We love you, our dear Fr. Joseph.      †

PRO-LIFE LITURGY  Continued from page 15A REFLECTION 

Serving at 
Fr Francavilla’s 
Final Liturgy

Brian Lohmann is at 
Holy Transfiguration Church
November 4, 2019  ·  McLean, VA



A gift from Christ for the salvation of all he met, 
Fr. Joseph Francavilla fell asleep in the Lord  
November 13, 2019, while surrounded by his 
brother priests at his home. He will be remem-
bered as a faithful shepherd and spiritual father 

to thousands. He was 76 years old.
“Hearing God’s call to tend His sheep, Joseph gave his as-

sent,” said Bishop Nicholas, who offered the Divine Liturgy 
with Trisagion Service on Nov. 19. He added that Fr. Joseph 
was a “good shepherd bringing people to meet Christ and 
teaching them God’s word to live the gospel and, through the 
Eucharistic Liturgy, to form them as the body of Christ.”

Fr. Joseph has served as pastor at Holy Transfiguration Mel-
kite-Greek Catholic Church in McLean, Va. since 1971, just 
two years after his ordination as priest to the Melkite Eparchy 
of Newton. Since then, he fully poured out himself in service 
to his congregation setting an example of genuine Christian 
love. He has given Holy Chrismation to countless Christians, 
crowned hundreds of couples in Holy Matrimony and inspired 
many, many ordinations. 

“His strong witness of faith is very visible in the community 
he served these 50 plus years, Bishop Nicholas said. “He taught 
us how to live Christ and how to accept death. We will miss 
him. But, filled with his spirit, we recognize that our earthly 
loss is his eternal gain.”

Fr. Joseph lost his battle with pancreatic cancer at 6:45 a.m. 
on the Feast of St. John Chrysostom, two weeks after giving a 

moving farewell address to his congregation. “I love you all,” 
he told them. 

Father Joseph faced death with unshakable courage and 
faith and with the kind of grace and class that characterized his 
whole life. 

He is survived by three brothers: Thomas Francavilla, 80, 
Charles Francavilla, 77, and Paul Francavilla, 65. He joins his 
father Joseph Vincent Francavilla and mother Mary Francavilla 
in eternal rest. 

The family grew up in Buffalo, New York.  His brother 
Charles recalls that Fr. Joseph was most like his mother. He 
loved music, especially the old tunes from his youth. Although 
he was a man of the cloth, we was also a man of the earth: 
strong, rugged, quick witted and the perfect gentleman. He 
was never pretentious, always approachable -- a great teacher.

In childhood, Charles (Chuck) and Joseph were inseparable 
playmates. Charles said the priesthood suited Fr. Joseph from 
the beginning. “He was always easy to talk to -- always the kind 
of person you could go to with trouble. And he never had any 
regrets about becoming a priest,” he said.

But their father, a faithful Roman Catholic and son of Ital-
ian immigrants, believed Joseph was too young to make such 
an important decision – after all, he had not even entered high 
school when he first expressed his desire to become a priest. 
Mr. Francavilla told young Joseph to attend the local Catho-
lic high school for just one year, promising that if Joseph still 
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Falls Asleep in the Lord
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wanted to become a priest after that, he would let him pursue 
religious life.  And so, Fr. Joseph began his sophomore year of 
high school as a seminarian. 

While in seminary at Catholic University of America, Fr. Jo-
seph met Archpriest Armand Jacopin, Fr. Joseph’s mentor and 
the first pastor of Holy Transfiguration Church in McLean, 
Va. The encounter inspired Fr. Joseph to learn more about the 
Eastern Catholic Churches and, in 1968, he was ordained by 
Bishop Justin Najmy to serve the Melkite Catholic Church. 

After studying as a Melkite priest in Rome, he took his first 
parish assignment in Boston. But after only two years, his 
friend and mentor, Fr. Jacopin passed away suddenly leaving 
Holy Transfiguration without a pastor -- a vacancy Fr. Joseph 
would fill for 47 years. 

Being a devoted father to 
his congregation, Fr. Joseph 
loved his spiritual children 
and gave them every good 
gift. From the beginning, 
Fr. Joseph fostered a strong 
identity for his community at 
Holy Transfiguration. With 
zeal, conviction and great 
reverence, he guided the 
congregation to embrace the 
richness of the Melkite tradi-
tion. He taught by example 
the importance of hospital-
ity, and instilled in his flock 
a great devotion to Jesus 
Christ, the Liturgy, and the 
Holy Mysteries. He served 
tirelessly at the altar and kept 
God’s house in perfect order, 
insisting on liturgical beauty. 
His obedience to the will of 
God led to the growth of a vi-
brant, welcoming community 
filled with faith.

“Father Joe was strong in 
body, in spirit, and in com-
mitment. He fulfilled every 
obligation he ever undertook. His word was his bond, and ev-
eryone knew it,” said Fr. Joseph Haggar of St. Basil the Great 
in Rhode IslandI. “He was self-made and self-reliant. He was 
especially loyal. His faithfulness and prayer life to the commu-
nity could be seen in the way he steadfastly maintained ties with 
his brother priests, deacons, nuns and his childhood friends.”

Fr. Joseph consistently poured out the gift of hospitality, 
sharing his love of food with everyone. If someone was hurt-
ing, he fed them. If someone rejoiced, he celebrated with a 
meal. If he wanted to extend a hand of friendship or bring 
the community together, he prepared a meal. But the best 

meal he served was the spiritual food offered at each Divine 
Liturgy -- the Mystical Supper of our Lord’s body and blood 
— which he offered with profound reverence for the life of 
the community. His selfless hospitality and cultivation of 
relationships fostered in his congregation the true spirit of 
Koinonia (fellowship). 

Fr. Joseph was a life-long learner with a keen interest in 
languages, history and culture. He was conversant in at least 
nine languages. (Actually, no one really knows the exact num-
ber because Father’s humility prevented him from flaunting 
his linguistic skills.) His friends were often amused to see him 
spontaneously engage strangers in their native tongue, often 
to the surprise of those present. His great knowledge of his-

tory was significant in bring-
ing many to a deeper under-
standing of the traditions of 
the Church. 

 Being extremely generous, 
he always placed the needs of 
others ahead of his own. He 
supported the efforts of his 
close friend Archimandrite 
Charles Aboody to found St. 
Gregory’s Seminary, where 
Fr. Joseph taught liturgy 
classes. He was an ardent 
supporter of several organi-
zations founded by his pa-
rishioners including Naccash 
Foundation and The Insti-
tute of Catholic Culture. 

 His combination of hos-
pitality, intelligence and gen-
erosity caused many to grow 
curious about the Eastern 
Churches and the Melkite 
tradition. Visitors flocked to 
Holy Transfiguration as its 
reputation for its beautiful 
liturgy spread. The parish 
has become internationally 
recognized. 

Shortly after his repose in the Lord, Bishop Nicholas set 
apart six men at Holy Transfiguration Church. A testament 
to Fr. Joseph’s faithfulness to the charge placed in his hands 
51 years prior at his ordination.  “That is about as successful a 
life as anyone can have,” his brother, Charles Francavilla, said.

Fr. Joseph was buried beside his dearest friend Archiman-
drite Charles Aboody, who also played an important role in the 
life of the parish. May his intercession continue to guard Holy 
Transfiguration until the Church is presented to the Lord as a 
pure and spotless bride. 

Memory eternal!       †
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ASSIGNMENTS
December 1, 2019

Fr Ezzat Bathouche relieved as pastor of  
St. John the Baptist Parish, Northlake IL;  
assigned Pastor, St Jude Parish, Miami FL

Fr Rezakallah Samaan relieved as  
Administrator, St. Jacob Mission, San Diego;  
assigned, Pastor St. John the Baptist Parish Northlake, IL

Fr Shaun Brown relieved as Associate Rector, St. Anne Cathedral, North 
Hollywood, CA; assigned Administrator, St Jacob Mission, San Diego, CA

Archimandrite Michael Skrocki relieved as Pastor of St Ann Parish, 
Danbury, CT; assigned as Pastor, St. Ignatius of Antioch Parish, Augusta GA 
while continuing as Judicial Vicar of the Eparchy Tribunal Office, Augusta, GA

Archimandrite Mark Melone assigned Administrator pro tem of Holy  
Transfiguration Parish, McLean, VA

ECCLESIASTICAL DIGNITY
Fr Michel Cheble, Pastor, Our Lady of Redemption Parish, Warren MI 
granted the Dignity of Archimandrite by the Very Reverend Nicholas, on 
August 11, 2019 with the right to wear a jeweled pectoral cross.

Fr Thomas Steinmetz, Pastor, Our Lady of the Cedars, Manchester NH, 
granted the Dignity of Archpriest by the Very Reverend Nicholas on June 20, 
2019, with the right to wear a jeweled pectoral cross.

Fr Peter Boutros, Pastor of St John of the Desert Parish, Phoenix, AZ 
granted the Dignity of Archpriest by the Very Reverend Nicholas on October 
20, 2019 with the right to wear a jeweled pectoral cross.  

ORDINATIONS
Deacon Thomas Davis, ordained Priest, December 1, 2019 by Bishop 
Nicholas at St Ann Parish, Danbury CT and named Pastor of this parish.

RETIREMENT
Archimandrite Damon Geiger granted retirement and named Pastor 
Emeritus, St. Jude Parish, Miami FL, December 2019.

REMOVED FROM MINISTRY
Stephen McGrath, former deacon, St Ann Parish, Danbury, CT has  
removed himself from Catholic communion by being received into the  
Episcopal Church. He may no longer serve as a deacon nor be given  
communion in a Catholic Church.

BASILIAN SALVATORIAN ORDER
Fr Fares Al-Khiafat, BSO, transferred by General Superior Antoine Dib, 
BSO superior, St Basil Monastery, Metheun, MA to Holy Savior Monastery, 
Joun (Saida) Lebanon, November 2019

Fr Ibrahim El-Haddad, BSO, transferred by General Superior Antoine Dib, 
BSO from Canada to Superior, St Basil Monastery, Metheun, MA,  
November 2019

Archimandrite
Gerald Thomas Murphy

Memory Eternal

Archimandrite Gerasimos 
Murphy, J.C.D., of Spring 
Hill, Florida, fell asleep in 
the Lord on Sept. 14. He was 
born on Jan. 24, 1940 in Fall 
River, Mass., the son of the 
late Thomas E. and Mabel 
A. (Tomlinson) Murphy.

Fr Gerasimos was educat-
ed in the public schools of 
New London, Conn., later 
earning a bachelor’s degree 
from St. Anselm’s College 
in Manchester, N.H. He received a master of the-
ology degree summa cum laude from Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology in Brookline, Mass.; a li-
centiate in canon law from the University of Strasbourg 
in France; a doctor of ministry from Andover-Newton 
School of Theology at Newton Centre, Mass.; and a 
doctorate in canon law from the Pontifical Lateran 
University in Rome. He also earned his R.N..

He was ordained a priest at St. Mary Orthodox Church 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts., on April 9, 1967. He re-
ceived the name of Gerasimos at ordination. He served 
as pastor of St. George Church in Charleston, W.V., St. 
George Church in Toronto, Ontario, and St. John of 
Damascus Church in Boston, where he was elevated to 
the rank of archimandrite. Father served many other 
parishes, including St. Joan of Arc in Spring Hill, Fla.

On Sept. 14, 1984 he professed vows as a Basilian Sal-
vatorian monk, and was elected regional superior (pro-
vincial) of the American Region and served as superior 
for six years. 

He taught theology and nursing ethics for 20 years at 
River College in Nashua, N.H., where he was a tenured 
professor of theology and religious studies, and chair 
of the Department of Religious Studies. He retired in 
2002 and moved to Spring Hill, Fla., in 2004, where 
he continued to serve as judicial vicar for the Melkite-
Greek Catholic Eparchy of Newton Tribunal.

He is survived by his nephews Sean (Christine) and 
James (Tabitha) Terris and several great nephews and 
nieces.

He was laid to rest at St. Mary Catholic Cemetery 
in New London, Conn.,  following the funeral liturgy 
at his hometown parish of St. Ann Melkite Church in 
Waterford, Conn.          †
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There is surprisingly little written in the Bible 
about the history of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
Even the names of Mary’s parents, Joachim and 
Anne, are not found in the Bible. We find their 
names in a text known as the Protoevangelium 

of James (also known as the Gospel of James).
One may ask why it is that we turn to this text for such infor-

mation, yet it is not included in the Bible. To answer this, it is 
necessary to first understand the criteria that were used by the 
early councils to determine which writings were to comprise 
the Bible.

There were four primary requirements:
1. The text must have been written by an apostle and/

or by someone closely associated with an apostle, 
under their supervision and guidance.

2. The text must have been consistent with the Old 
Testament.

3. Its teachings must have been included in the Lit-
urgy of the early Christians and recognized in the 
traditions of the early Church.

4. The early Church must have considered the text to 
be inspired.

Exclusion of the Protoevangelium of James (the Brother of 
the Lord) from the canonical texts may have been due to the 
fact that it was not included by the early Church as part of the 
liturgy, which is centered on the Eucharistic sacrifice and not 
the life of the Blessed Mother. Nevertheless, it has tradition-
ally been used as a historical source of information about the 
early life of Mary, the mother of Jesus. Even Saint John Paul 
II quoted from the Protoevangelium of James in his teachings 
about the Blessed Mother.

Following the example of St. John Paul II, let us now pres-
ent a brief history of the Virgin Mary based primarily on the 
Protoevangelium of James.

MARY – 
DAUGHTER OF THE TEMPLE
Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anne, were of the House of Da-
vid. Being elderly and without children, they prayed for God 
to grant Anne a pregnancy. Their prayers were answered, and 
Anne bore an infant girl whom they named Mary. They had 
vowed that their child’s life would be dedicated to the service 
of God.

Therefore, at the age of 3, Mary was presented to the Temple 
where she would serve as a Daughter of the Temple (a group of 

On the Life 
of the 
Most Holy 
and Pure 
and Ever 
Virgin Mary 
Theotokos

By Tom Kalil
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preadolescent virgin girls who devoted themselves to learning 
their faith and working in the Temple). The services of these 
girls were uniquely needed since adult women were prohibited 
from entering various parts of the Temple. It was believed that 
the menstrual discharge of women would defile the sanctity of 
the Temple. To this day, in Orthodox Judaism a similar prohi-
bition still exists.

All Daughters of the Temple were required to take a vow 
of perpetual virginity, the violation of which was punishable 
by death. Also, once they matured to adolescence they were 
removed from the Temple and betrothed to a widowed man 
as a caretaker with the provision that there was never to be a 
carnal consummation of the relationship. By providing these 
girls to widowed men as caretakers, the Temple was not only 
attending to the needs of its elderly it was also ensuring that 
the daughters of the Temple would be cared for in a stable 
household where they would be safe and their virginity would 
be respected. 

MARTY’S BETROTHAL 
TO JOSEPH
According to the Protoevangelium, when Mary reached the 
age of 12 it was decided that she should be removed from the 
Temple and betrothed to a widower before she reached full 
womanhood. Zachariah, the high priest, prayed in the Holy 
of Holies to determine the man to whom Mary should be be-
trothed. He was visited by an angel who told him to gather 
the widowed men of the people and to have “each one carry a 
staff,” and the Lord God would identify, with a sign, the one to 
whom Mary should be betrothed. 

Zachariah did as he was instructed by the angel. He assem-
bled the widowers (including St. Joseph), gathered their staffs 
and prayed over them. When Zachariah returned Joseph’s staff 
to him, a dove flew forth from it and landed on Joseph’s head. 
The high priest declared this to be a sign from God that Joseph 
had been chosen for Mary. (That is why statues of Joseph are 
often displayed in Roman Catholic churches with a dove on 
Joseph’s head.)

Joseph protested this betrothal saying, “I have sons (probably 
the male children who are reported in the Bible as the brothers 
of Jesus) and I am old, while she is young. I will be ridiculed 
among the children of Israel.” Joseph was warned by the high 
priest to take Mary or face the wrath of God. Joseph did as he 
was told, and took Mary into his home where she was cared for 
while he went off to build houses.

THE ANNUNCIATION
In time, the priests of the Temple decided that a new veil should 
be made to cover the entrance to the Holy of Holies. Mary was 
chosen to work on the veil because she was “of the tribe of Da-
vid and pure before God.”

While Mary was spinning the threads for the Temple veil, 
the angel Gabriel appeared to her and announced God’s will 
that Mary was to be the mother of the Messiah who would be 
called Jesus “for he shall save His people from their sins.”

Mary agreed to comply with God’s will, but asked (as is re-
ported in the Gospel of Luke - 1:34 in the literal Greek transla-

tion) “How can this be, since I do not know man?” With this 
response, Mary provided irrefutable linguistic evidence that 
she never had, and never would, participate in carnal relations. 
At the time she said this to the angel Gabriel she had been 
betrothed to Joseph for several years. This strongly indicates 
that she had taken a vow of perpetual virginity and that she and 
Joseph never had carnal relations. 

THE VIRGIN MARY’S 
PREGNANCY DISCOVERED
Mary was six months pregnant when Joseph returned to his 
home. He became extremely distraught when he saw that 
Mary was with child. Mary tried to explain that this child was 
of God and that she had known no man. It was that night that 
the angel of God visited Joseph in his dreams as recorded in 
the Bible (Matthew 1:20). Joseph was told by the angel that 
Mary had been truthful and “that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Spirit” and he was to keep her in his home and 
take care of her. 

Later, the temple scribe, Annas, came to visit Joseph ask-
ing why he had not appeared in the Temple assembly. [Note: 
Annas was the first to question Jesus following His arrest. He 
sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas, the high priest (John 18:24), who 
presided over the Sanhedrin trial that led to the crucifixion.] 
Mary, not knowing Annas was in her home, wandered into his 
presence. Annas, knowing that Mary was subject to a vow of 
perpetual virginity, became irate upon seeing her great with 
child. He notified the temple priest, who had both Joseph and 
Mary taken to the Temple to be judged.

When confronted, Mary wept bitterly, saying: “As the Lord 
my God lives I am pure before him and I know not a man. 
Joseph said: “As the Lord my God lives I am pure as concern-
ing her” (by adding “as concerning her” suggests that he previ-
ously had carnal relations with another woman - probably his 
deceased wife who was the bearer of his children.)

The priest said, “I will give you to drink of the water of the 
conviction of the Lord, and it will make manifest your sins be-
fore your eyes.” This water is referenced in the Book of Num-
bers 5:27, where it is asserted that those who defile themselves 
and drink this water will suffer a curse and great pain. Their 
bellies will swell, their thighs will rot, and they will become a 
curse (unclean comparable to a leper) among their people. 

Both Joseph and Mary were sent into the hill country under 
guard and given of the bitter water to drink. Both returned 
whole and unharmed. All the people marveled because this test 
demonstrated there was no sin in them. The priest said, “If 
the Lord God has not made your sin manifest, neither do I 
condemn you.” Thus, the temple priest asserted that Mary’s 
pregnancy was of divine origin. This would explain why nei-
ther Joseph nor Mary were executed for the violation of Mary’s 
vow of perpetual virginity. 

Also found in the Protoevangelium of James is the story of 
Mary’s Dormition.  Thus much of what we know of the life of 
Mary is revealed to us in this highly important document of the 
early Church.         †

Tom Kalil is a parishioner of Holy Transfiguration Parish in McLean, Virginia.
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Fierce fighting between Turkish and Kurdish forces 
in northern Syria has forced hundreds of Chris-
tians to flee their homes, according to a leading 
priest in the region.

Speaking to Catholic charity organization Aid 
to the Church in Need (ACN), Father Nidal Thomas, a 
senior priest of the Chaldean Catholic Church in Hassake, 
warned the exodus is threatening to grow.

He said: “At least 300 Christians have been forced to leave 
the towns of Ras al-Ain, Derbasiyah, Tall Tamr and one area 
of al-Malikiyah.

“We are afraid that if the fighting continues, there could 
be a still greater exodus which might even include the town 
of Qamishli, where there are 2,300 Christians families living 
at present.”

Father Thomas told ACN that the uncertainty of the situa-
tion fuels the problem, as well as the actions of Turkish forces.

He said: “We don’t know what is actually happening. Every 
hour we hear reports from the Kurds, the Turks, the Ameri-
cans, and the Russians of victims and people fleeing.

“But we don’t know the real truth. The only thing we know 
for certain is that the bombings and, above all, the massacres 
committed by Turks against our community are forcing more 
and more Christians to flee.”

According to Father Thomas, Christians’ desire for peace 
has weakened their position, making their suffering more 
pronounced – and Western nations haven’t helped.

He said: “We need help. We Christians are the ones who 
have suffered most as a result of this interminable conflict.

“We are the weakest link because we want to live in peace 
and reject war. Two-thirds of the Christians have left the 
country and the remaining third risks being unable to survive.

“And meanwhile, the Western countries are fighting among 
themselves to divide up Syria, which has been brought to its 
knees also by the international sanctions.

“There were thousands of Christian families in our country. 
No one attempted to defend us.”                             †

Hundreds of 
terrified Christians 
fleeing due to 
new Syrian conflict
By Fionn Shiner and 
Marta Petrosillo | Zenit

Hundreds of 
terrified Christians 
fleeing due to 
new Syrian conflict
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Today, no one knows who the “glorious martyr” 
was, at least not yet. But Benjamin Storchan 
and the Israel Antiquity Authority have found 
the martyr’s forever home: a crypt – still intact 
– which is a very unusual find. The Byzantine 

church that housed the 
crypt was excavated in 
Ramat Beit Shemesh, 
less than 20 miles from 
Jerusalem.

The church was built 
under Emperor Justin-
ian (527-565 A.D.) A 
chapel was added when 
Tiberius II Constan-
tine (574-582 A.D.) 
was emperor. This is 
known because the IAA 
excavation uncovered a 
Greek inscription in-
dicating that Tiberius 
II funded the elabo-
rate chapel south of 
the main body of the 
church. In the court-
yard, the team also 
discovered the inscrip-
tion commemorating 
the “glorious martyr” 
– whomever that may 
have been.

The church, very 
large for its time, was 
laid out as a basilica, 
featuring a main cen-
tral hall with an aisle 
on each side. IAA ar-
chaeologists believe 
pilgrims went down via 
one staircase into the 
crypt and out via anoth-
er so the church could 
accommodate a large 
volume of worshipers. 
Mosaics of birds, plants 
and geometrical shapes 
decorated the church. 
Colorful frescoes also 
brightened the walls.

Over the last three 
years, thousands of ar-
tifacts have been recov-
ered from the site by a 
team of professionals 
and many hundreds of 
teenage volunteers. One 
unique item was a bap-

tismal font shaped like a cross made of calcite stone. They also 
found the most complete collection of glass window panes yet re-
covered from a Byzantine church in Israel. The windows, as well 
as the many lamps found that had been used inside the church, are 
especially illuminating to modern understanding of the use of light 

in the Byzantine church. 
As Jodi Magness explains 
in “Illuminating Byzan-
tine Jerusalem” (Bibli-
cal Archaeology Review, 
March/April 1998), light 
and the lamps that pro-
vide it can be an impor-
tant clue to how the faith 
was practiced in that 
time and place.

In addition to the 
Byzantine lamps, Is-
lamic clay lamps were 
found, indicating that 
the “glorious martyr” 
was still worshipped – 
and Christianity still 
practiced – after Mus-
lims conquered the 
Holy Land. This sup-
ports the controversial 
theories of those ar-
chaeologists who be-
lieve that 7th-century 
forced conversion to 
Islam, and destruction 
of Christian architec-
ture, has been exagger-
ated. Rather, a more 
gradual transition may 
have taken place. The 
Church of the Glori-
ous Martyr may have 
continued to serve a 
shrinking population of 
worshipers until it was 
abandoned intact in the 
9th century.

Some of the artifacts 
have now been made 
available to be viewed 
in the Bible Lands 
Museum’s exhibit, The 
Glorious Martyr, which 
opened Oct 23, in Jeru-
salem, and will run un-
til April, 2020. There 
are plans to open The 
Church of the Glori-
ous Martyr itself to the 
public in the future.   †Photo: Assaf Peretz, Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority.

Byzantine Church 
dedicated to ‘Glorious 

Martyr’ discovered 
near Jerusalem

By Jonathan Laden
Biblical Archaeology Society
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WASHINGTON — The House of Representatives voted 
Oct. 29 to pass a resolution recognizing the mass killing and 
deportation of Armenians by the Ottoman Empire in the early 
20th Century as a genocide.

Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., sponsor of the resolution, said 
after the vote that “the House declared that it will no longer be 
party to the cause of genocide denial.”

“While we can never undo the atrocities of the Armenian 
Genocide, this vote is a commitment that we will never forget 
and we will never again be intimidated into silence,” Schiff stated.

Schiff’s resolution, co-sponsored by Rep. Gus Bilirakis, R-
Fla., states that it should be U.S. policy to recognize and com-
memorate the Armenian Genocide and to promote education 
about and remembrance of the genocide. It passed the House 
overwhelmingly, with 405 members voting in favor, 11 mem-
bers voting against, and three voting “present.”

The resolution also recognizes the Ottoman Empire’s “cam-
paign of genocide against Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians, Chal-
deans, Syriacs, Arameans, Maronites and other Christians.”

The resolution is non-binding on U.S. foreign policy, but 
expresses “the sense of the House of Representatives.” It is still 
significant as the culmination of an almost 20-year effort in the 
House to pass such a resolution.

“This is a vote I have waited 19 years to cast; one that tens of 
thousands of my Armenian American constituents have waited 
decades to see,” Schiff said in his remarks on the House floor 
on Tuesday.

The advocacy group In Defense of Christians released a 
statement afterward praising the vote.

“The Christians all across the Middle East were impacted 
by the Armenian Genocide. In Lebanon, 250,000 Maronites 
were starved to death by the Ottoman Empire,” Toufic Baak-
lini, president of In Defense of Christians, stated, noting that 
by the House’s action, the United States shows it “will no lon-
ger ignore the Turks’ history of ethnic cleansing.”

Turkey’s foreign ministry said in a statement following the 
House vote that the resolution “has apparently been drafted 
and issued for domestic consumption” and “is devoid of any 
historical or legal basis.”

The Armenian Genocide, recognized as such by many scholars, 
occurred in the Ottoman Empire, later replaced by the republic 
of Turkey, from 1915-1923, with the systematic annihilation of 
the mostly Christian Armenian minority in eastern Anatolia.

Around 1.5 million Armenians are estimated to have been 
killed, along with Greeks, Assyrians, Chaldeans and Syriacs. 
Millions more were displaced. Those targeted by the Otto-
mans suffered forced displacement, death marches, torture, 
rape and mass killings.

Turkey has repeatedly denied that genocide took place, say-
ing that the number of those killed was far less than some have 
estimated and that deaths were a result of conflicts related to 
the First World War.

A Vatican archive of documents was released in 2015, on 
the centenary of the genocide, showing the Holy See’s com-
mitment, along with that of other Catholics, to help genocide 
victims in the region. The Vatican also worked to stem the tide 
of Christian persecution in the Ottoman Empire that had been 
occurring in the decades before 1915.

Pope Francis has referred to the killings as genocide mul-
tiple times, using the term at a Mass on Divine Mercy Sunday 
on April 12, 2015, ahead of the centenary.

A year later, speaking at the presidential palace in Armenia 
in June 2016, the pope called the “genocide” the “‘Great Evil’ 
that struck your people” and said that it “was the first of the 
deplorable series of catastrophes of the past century, made 
possible by twisted racial, ideological or religious aims that 
darkened the minds of the tormentors even to the point of 
planning the annihilation of entire peoples.”

Members of Congress said that the vote was a significant 
step toward fighting silence and ignorance on the matter.

“Today, we end a century of international silence. There will 
not be another period of indifference or international igno-
rance to the lives lost to systematic murder,” Bilirakis stated 
after the vote. “Genocide is genocide, Mr. Speaker, even if our 
so-called strategic allies perpetrated it.”

“I found Pope Francis’ words and explicit use of the term 
‘genocide’ to be another wake-up call for the world,” Bilira-
kis added, noting that Turkey’s recent military incursion into 
northern Syria resulted in “extremely concerning” acts com-
mitted against local populations, including Kurds.

While U.S. officials have at times referred to the Ottoman 
Empire’s massacre of Armenians as “genocide,” officially rec-
ognizing the genocide committed a century ago has proven 
difficult because of the U.S. relationship with Turkey, a fellow 
NATO member and geo-strategic ally.

The U.S. did submit a written statement on the Armenian 
Genocide to the International Court of Justice in 1951, and 
President Ronald Reagan mentioned it by name in his procla-
mation on April 22, 1981; two joint congressional resolutions, 
H.J. Res. 148, adopted in 1975, and H.J. Res. 247, adopted in 
September 1984, also recognized it.

Nevertheless, the Tuesday House resolution was the prod-
uct of almost two full decades of preparation.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., who chaired congressional hear-
ings on the Armenian Genocide in 2000 and 2015, said that 
support for a resolution on the genocide was squelched in the 
House due to pressure by the White House in 2000. A similar 
attempt in 2007 was also unsuccessful, he noted.

Smith said that 28 nations and 49 U.S. states have recog-
nized the Armenian Genocide “despite Turkish government 
threats — and they do make threats.”

Smith added, “As Pope Francis said at his Mass marking the 
100th year of genocide: ‘Concealing or denying evil is like al-
lowing a wound to keep bleeding without bandaging it.’”  †

U.S. HOUSE VOTES TO RECOGNIZE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
By Matt Hadro / CNANOTE:  On Thursday, December 8, 2019, the United States Senate also voted unanimously 

to recognize the Armenian genocide as a matter of American foreign policy.
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The North American Orthodox-Catholic Theo-
logical Consultation has released a new agreed 
statement titled “The Vocation and Mission of 
the People of God: ‘A Chosen Race, a Royal 
Priesthood, a Holy Nation’”.

The document was finalized at the most recent meeting of 
the Consultation, which took place in late May at the Saint 
Methodios Faith and Heritage Center in Contoocook, N.H. 
The Consultation is co-chaired by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, 
the Catholic Archbishop of Newark, and by Greek Orthodox 
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston.

More than five years in the making, this new text is an ex-
ample of a different approach to ecumenical dialogue: Instead 
of addressing together an issue that has prevented full com-
munion between the churches, here the Catholic and Ortho-
dox theologians examine together challenges that affect both 
churches — in this case, the role of the laity in the two tradi-
tions and the problem of clericalism.

The document begins with a summary of earlier statements 
by the Consultation on these and similar themes. It goes on 
to develop an ecclesiology that sees the sacrament of Baptism 
as the foundation of the vocation and ministry of every Chris-
tian, clergy and laity alike. Thus all the People of God together 
constitute a single community. Some members have received 
a special role of leadership within the community, but all of 
the members have received specific charisms that are to be 
exercised for the building up of the whole body. Within this 
context, the ordained clergy are set apart from the body of be-
lievers but are not above or separate from that body. All of this 
is expressed most clearly in the celebration of the Eucharist 
—  where the diversity of gifts and roles is made clear in the 
gathered community’s single act of praise.

The document goes on to reflect on the mission of the laity 

in the Church, and the implications of this ecclesiology for the 
practice of synodality at all levels of the Church’s life.  In a fi-
nal section, the agreed statement considers certain challenges to 
the People of God — namely clericalism, individualism and ecu-
menical reunion. The Consultation concludes that “our focus in 
thinking about the Church, and in celebrating its reality, must be 
on the unity of the People of God that is grounded in our com-
mon baptism and on a corresponding understanding of the di-
versity of roles and charisms within that radically united people.”

Like most dialogue agreed statements, this new text does not 
speak officially for either church. However, it has been drafted 
by a highly competent group of theologians from both tradi-
tions and submitted to all the members of both Churches for 
their prayerful reflection and discussion. The full text can be 
found at www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumenical-and-  
interreligious/ecumenical/orthodox/vocation-and-mission.cfm.

The North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Con-
sultation is sponsored jointly by the Assembly of Canonical Or-
thodox Bishops of the United States of America, the Bishops’ 
Committee for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs of the 
USCCB, and the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
Since its establishment in 1965, the Consultation has issued 
some 30 agreed statements on various topics. All these texts 
are available on the website of the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops at: hwww.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ecumeni-
cal-and-interreligious/ecumenical/orthodox/index.cfm and on 
the web site of the Orthodox Assembly of Bishops at  www.as-
semblyofbishops.org/ministries/dialogue/orthodox-catholic/

Another body, the Joint Committee of Orthodox and Catho-
lic Bishops, has been meeting annually since 1981 to discuss 
pastoral issues between the two churches.     † 
Bishop Nicholas serves on the The North American Orthodox-Catholic 
Theological Consultation.

North American 
Orthodox-Catholic 
Theological Consultation 
releases new agreed statement
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In the past two issues of Sophia, we have convened our 
Eden to Eden pilgrimage through salvation history in 
the midst of the cataclysmic event called the Babylo-
nian Exile, which took place roughly six hundred years 
before Christ. We have spent significant time studying 

this event because, as was stated previously, “The crisis of the 
Babylonian Exile is of such great importance in the history of 
salvation, that without a clear understanding of its causes, one 
cannot possibly understand the New Testament and the work 
and mission of Jesus Christ.” As we begin our journey through 
the next stage of salvation history, from Babylon to Christ, we 
must keep this same principle in mind. The overwhelming 
impact of the “70 Year Retreat” in Babylon on all aspects of 
the life of God’s people cannot be over-stressed. Whether it is 
the religious environment, the political structure or any other 
aspect of their life impacted by this event it had far reaching 
consequences. As such, a good grasp of its causes will allow the 
serious Bible student to properly understand the biblical story 
which follows, including that of the revelation of Jesus Christ.

While the entire story of the Babylonian Exile is one marked 
by tragedy, we know that God can always bring good out of 

evil situations, and the story of the Babylonian captivity is no 
different. With 70 years to contemplate the reason for the ex-
ile and how Israel might reconcile their relationship with God 
while away from Jerusalem and the Holy Temple, it seems that 
there was a growing realization that simple fulfillment of the 
law was not enough. Rather, what the Lord was asking of his 
people was something deeper – a return to Him in the depth 
of their heart. As the psalmist says “Had You desired sacrifice, I 
would have offered it, but You will not be satisfied with whole-
burnt offerings. Sacrifice to God is a contrite spirit: a crushed 
and humbled heart God will not spurn. (Ps 50). Recalling the 
curses of Dueteronomy which were being fulfilled in their 
midst, God’s people also recalled the words of promise:

And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among 
all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, and re-
turn to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey His 
voice in all that I command you this day, with all your heart and with 
all your soul; then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes, 
and have compassion upon you, and he will gather you again from 
all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If your 

From Eden To Eden:
Our Journey Through The Bible

By fr HeZekias CarnaZZo
Director of the Office of 

Evangelization and Catechesis

The Babylonian 
EXILE
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outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD 
your God will gather you, and from there he will fetch you; and the 
LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers 
possessed, that you may possess it; and he will make you more prosper-
ous and numerous than your fathers. And the LORD your God will 
circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will 
love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 
that you may live. (Deut 30:1 – 6)

Having spent seventy years on “retreat” in Babylon, fulfill-
ing the prophecies of Jeremiah and Daniel (cf. Jer 25:9 – 12, 
Jer 29:10, Dan 9: 1 – 2) that the Jubilee of rest must be ob-
served (cf. Jer 34:8 – 11, 2 Chron 36:21), God’s people were 
ready, or so it seemed, to once again return to the promised 
land. And it seemed that the Lord was ready too. Inspired by 
what can only be described as a miraculous encounter (cf Is 
45), King Cyrus the Persian, a pagan foreign ruler and the 
recent conqueror of the Babylonian Empire, announced the 
release of the enslaved Jews. 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred 
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me 
all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all 
his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of 
Israel--he is the God who is in Jerusalem; and let each survivor, in 
whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with 
silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings 
for the house of God which is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:1 – 3)

While we have followed closely throughout this study the 
genealogy of the kings of God’s people, from Adam through 
Noah to Abraham through David and his decedents, the sto-
ry of the royal line of the house of Judah seems to disappear 
from the Biblical account in two important places. The first, 
which we considered in a previous article, was during the time 
of the first exile in the land of Egypt and during the subse-
quent journey commonly known as the Exodus. The second 
disappearance of the line of the kings took place during the 
second exile, this time in the land of Babylon. Obviously, to 
be a king conquered by a foreign power and living in bondage 
is personally dangerous and the last thing a man in this situa-
tion would want is to have his real identity discovered. In the 
second chapter of the book of Ezra we learn the names of the 
leaders of Judah who returned from Babylon, and first on the 
list is a man named Zerubbabel, who, at least at this point in 
the story is given no other accolade. Yet, a careful reading of 
Scripture will uncover something more. In the first book of 
Chronicles, which is a detailed account of the story of the Da-
vidic family, we are given a geneology which is of the greatest 
importance, detailing the lineage of the family of David and 
identifying none other than Zerubbabel as the rightful heir 
to the throne. Zerubbabel, while never actually wearing the 
crown, worked to position himself as governor under the for-
eign rule of Babylon after the exile was over. Throughout the 
Biblical texts which cover the time period of return (cf Hag-

gai, Zechariah, Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi) Zerubbabel is men-
tioned a number of times but, apart from the single reference 
in the book of 1 Chronicles, he is not identified according to 
his royal stature until we learn of him in the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ in Gospel of Matthew. Zerubbabel will be the last of the 
traceable kings revealed in the Old Testament. From this point 
forward, for approximately five hundred years, the kings of Is-
rael will again go “underground,” only to be revealed in the 
genealogy of Christ. Understanding the reason for this “third” 
disappearance of the line of the kings is critically important for 
understanding the rest of Old Testament and, ultimately, the 
political and religious situation at the time of Christ.

While, at least at first glance, all seemed to be well—the 
people were free and loaded with Persian gold, “King” Zerub-
babel was safe and God seemed to be opening up a new life 
for them—there was, as is always the case, the temptation to 
return to former ways, in which God’s law took a second place 
in man’s heart to the desire for worldly concerns. As the exiles 
returned to the land of their fathers, the gold which Cyrus had 
given them for the rebuilding of the temple turned from bless-
ing to curse, becoming a temptation to sin rather than an op-
portunity for the glory of God. 

The story of God’s people from the time of the Babylonian 
exile to the coming of Christ can be summed up in one impor-
tant verse from the book Nehemiah, “Behold, we are slaves this 
day; in the land that that gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit 
and its good gifts, behold we are slaves” (Neh 9:36). And the 
reason for this new state of slavery is very clear. While the Lord 
had taken his people out of Babylon, just as he had freed his 
people from slavery in Egypt centuries before, it proved a more 
difficult task to take “Babylon” out of the heart of his people. 

When Israel returned from Babylon, rather than rebuilding 
the temple of God in Jerusalem with the gold supplied by Cyrus, 
they busied themselves about their own affairs. As a result, not 
only did Israel remain under foreign oppression, but also the 
Promised Land which was supposed to be filled with “fruits” 
and “good gifts,” suddenly entered into a severe drought, and 
famine ensued. “Why?” the Lord asks his people through the 
prophet Haggai, “Because of my house that lies in ruins, while 
you busy yourselves each with his own house. Therefore the 
heavens above you have withheld the dew, and the earth has 
withheld its produce” (Haggai 1:9 – 10). “I smote you,” says the 
Lord, “and all the products of your toil with blight and mildew 
and hail; yet you did not return to me” (Haggai 2:17).  

For close to 500 years Israel would continue is a state of 
“slavery” in their own land, first under the oppression of the 
Babylonians, then the Persians, then the Greeks and finally 
the Romans. And, as stated above, the ultimate reason for this 
situation was not a political one but a religious one. A care-
ful read of the Prophet Malachi, only four short chapters in 
length, tells us all we need to know of the situation in the Holy 
Land at that time. All participants in this Eden to Eden jour-
ney are encouraged to read the Prophet Malachi with careful 
attention to detail and then consider what is contained therein 
as a warning to us today. May his words penetrate our hearts, 
and give us new insight into what it takes to be a true citizen 
of God’s kingdom.        †



34  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2020



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy  |  35



36  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2020



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy  |  37



38  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2020

Who were those 
guys? Often 
in our prayers 
we mention 
a number 

triumphs of orthodoxy over vari-
ous heresies, heretics and villains. 
Among them are Judas, Caiaphas, 
Pontius Pilate, Simon Magus, 
Nero, Marcion, Origen, Diocle-
tian, Arius and Nestorius.

Yet, unless we are students of the-
ology we may never know what they 
actually did, said or taught. Villains 
of the Early Church helps bring all 
this into focus. Mike Aquilina be-
gins with the Apostle Judas, who 
betrayed Christ. Why did he betray 
Him? Was it just greed, as the Gos-
pels say? After all, he was chosen 
by Our Lord to be an apostle. He 
knew Jesus as well as all the other 
apostles, yet he was troubled. In this 
book we get an idea of who Judas 
was and why he did what he did.

Two of the main players in the 
passion of Christ, the High Priest 
Caiaphas and Pontius Pilate, are 
also examined. What motivated 
them? Were they just corrupt? 
What happened to them? Here the author examines not only 
the individuals, but the political situation as well - giving us a 
better understanding of why they did what they did.   

In examining Simon Magus, or Simon the Magician, the au-
thor writes, “If there has been supermarket tabloids in Rome 
of the first century, he would have been on the front pages 
every week. His story gives us zombies, levitation, a talking 
dog, a jewel heist and a prophesying baby.”  Simon Magus is a 
Gnostic, some say the founder of Gnosticism. According to the 

Acts of Paul, the main points of his 
teaching were that there is no res-
urrection of the flesh, human bod-
ies were not created by God, God 
didn’t create the world, and does 
not know it, Jesus only appeared 
to be crucified, and that Jesus was 
not born of Mary nor of the line 
of David. Simon Peter, the chief of 
the apostles, takes him on and dis-
proves his false theology.

Was Nero such a bad guy? 
What about the emperor Julian 
the Apostate? How did Origin go 
wrong? How did Arius’ teaching 
take hold and become so power-
ful? And what of Nestorius? How 
did this man become the patriarch 
of Constantinople?

These and many other heresies 
and heretics are examined in a 
forthright manner by Aquilina. By 
reading this book, we come to re-
alize how close the Church came 
to making the wrong choices and 
how diligently the defenders of or-
thodoxy had to work to overcome 
them. The author humanizes these 
villains and gives us a better un-
derstanding of the challenges the 

Church faced in the early centuries.
By studying these heresies, we ourselves can recognize where 

they can still be found today in various religions and organiza-
tions today and we can gain a greater appreciation for those 
who fought them and are still fighting them today.

A proper understanding of the teaching of our orthodox/
catholic church is essential for us to have a proper relationship 
with Christ our Savior.         †

Available from Barnes and Noble and Amazon.  

BOOK REVIEW

Villians of the Early Church 
And How They Made Us Better Christians 

MIKE AQUILINA
Emmaus Road Publishing  .  Steubenville, Ohio

Reviewed By Archimandrite James Babcock
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OUR LADY OF REDEMPTION

Centennial Celebrations
2020

A great number of Melkite Catholics left their homes and families, fled their countries between 1900 and 1920, in search of a 
safe haven for their families.  They came in droves as they were persecuted and forced to enlist in the Ottoman army.

Michigan was a magnet as a destination.  The automobile had just been introduced and Ford was paying in dollars.  So many of 
those wary immigrants settled in the Detroit area in the same “Neighborhood.” They became auto workers, merchants, and took 
on any trades that they could.  Their dream was becoming a reality.  They needed to pray to God for saving them.  They started 
celebrating their tradition in a Roman Catholic Church.  Most had already sent word to their families to come to America. Well 
that was good.  

But they needed a Church of their own, a Church following the Byzantine right, a Church just like home.  They wanted a 
Church where they could pray, celebrate freedom, and have coffee together afterwards.  With God’s help and in thanks to Him, 
they dipped into their pockets and built the McDougal Church in 1920.  Great! The Church was in the neighborhood within a 
walking distance for all and all could attend.

Then as time went by and our elders’ families grew, new immigrants kept coming to God’s Country, their new country.  The 
neighborhood became crowded.  Many had to move away (North, East and West) and finally so did the Church.  The Church 
found a new place in Warren, and low and behold the new Church was built.   

We all know that there was an intermediate Church until parishioners, over several years, were able to put their hearts and 
money together (once more, different generation) and build the New Church.  As a unit, our parishioners have contributed to 
the rebirth of our Church and provided the physical house of God with new clothes so it can celebrate with us and to join us in 
venerating the Mother of God.

Our Lady of Redemption Parish has built a Beautiful House of God in Warren, Michigan, now one of the biggest and better 
Melkite Churches following the Byzantine architecture.  

For a group of immigrants and their descendants, we have come a long way. However, we still have a way to go to make those 
who came before us happy and rest in Peace.Soon we will be celebrating the 100 Year Jubilee of OUR LADY OF REDEMPTION 
Catholic Byzantine Church in Michigan in 2020.  

Together we celebrate the fruits of 100 years of struggle. 

Together we unite in God and no earthly power can separate us.

Together we have come, one hand, one heart, bent on making this happen.

Together we are gathered to pray and honor the King of Kings.

Together we pray for those less fortunate than us. Those who are being persecuted  
and killed in the name of God, simply because they love and believe in God.



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy  |  41

Centennial Celebrations
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

12.24.2019  |  5:00pm 
Christmas EvE – Christ is born, Glorify him.  
As the Birth of our Lord and Savior marked a new beginning for 
us, come let the celebration of our Church Centennial Jubilee be-
gin as we open the main doors designed especially for the occasion, 
as we witness the rebirth of our Church into the next 100 years.

01.26.2020  |  11:00am 
all of you who havE bEEn baptizEd into Christ, 
have put on Christ, Alleluia. Liturgy celebrating all of “US” bap-
tized at Our Lady of Redemption and those baptized elsewhere 
who are parishioners. A Social Gathering will follow.  Invite your 
friends, family and all others who want to celebrate with us.

03.06.2020  |  7:30pm 
workshop (fEllowship hall) – iCons.  
More than Religious paintings, icons are a means for humans to 
pray to God.   A manifestation of God to us, in a sense it is a win-
dow to heaven, a real presence of God, a real presence of the Holy 
in our midst.

04.26.2020  |  11:00am
you put Crowns of purE Gold on thEir hEads.  
They have asked you for life, and you gave it to them, length of 
days forever and ever.   Liturgy celebrating all who were married at 
Our Lady of Redemption, married somewhere else and members of 
the Parish.  A Social gathering will follow.

06.27.2020  |  1:00pm 
workshop (fEllowship hall) – saCramEnts.
Learn the basis of our Faith, what Sacraments mean to us and how 
we can pass on the torch to our children.

08.14.2020  |  7:30pm 
burial of thE mothEr of God.
Our Eternal Devotion to the Mother of God, the Patron of our 
Church and our Intercessor.

08.15.2020  |  7:30pm 
GrEat vEspErs of thE fEast and Blessing of the Bread.

08.16.2020  |  11:00am
ConsECration of thE ChurCh buildinG.
Install Holy Relics inside the Altar.  Followed by Divine Liturgy 
to Celebrate with us the Assumption to the Heavens of Mary the 
Mother of God, followed by a Social Gathering.

08.30.2020  |  11:00am
blEssEd arE thosE you havE ChosEn and drawn near, 
to dwell in your courts, and be filled with the good things of your 
house.  May their memory be Eternal. Liturgy commemorating all 
deceased parishioners and members of Our Lady of Redemption.  
A social gathering will follow.

09.19.2020  |  1:00pm 
workshop – fEast day Culinary traditions.
Fellowship Hall, after Divine Liturgy. Learn what Sitto and Teta 
brought with them, how they made it and what it became.

10.17.2020  |  7:00pm 
JubilEE Grand Gala – (palazzo GrandE) 
Help keep our Church in good shape so we can worship together, 
we can pray together, so we can stay together.   We have the best 
time and enjoy music and food. We will distribute the Jubilee 
Commemorative Book. Come meet our Patriarch.

10.18.2020  |  11:00am
hiErarChiCal divinE liturGy celebrated by His 
Beatitude Patriarch Yousef Absi and Beloved Bishop Nicholas Samra.

12.24.2020  |  5:00pm 
Christmas EvE.
Conclusion of Centennial Jubilee as we look forward and help plan 
for the next centennial.
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 about Church Vocabulary
By Abouna Yacoub

See how much you and yours know about your faith and traditions by completing this quiz. You can find the correct 
answers on the bottom of the opposite page. In this issue, Abouna Yacoub comes up with 20 questions about the words 
we use to describe things in church.

1. What is the original language of many words  
we use to describe things in church? 
A. Hebrew 
B. Greek 
C. Latin 
D. Aramaic

2. What is the Trisagion? 
A. The Thrice-Holy Hymn 
B. A hymn about the three wounds of Christ 
C. A three-legged stand for ikons 
D. The incense burner

3. What is the Megalynarion? 
A. A kind of dinosaur 
B. A song about the glory of God 
C. A song about angels 
D. A hymn to the Theotokos

4. What is the Prokimenon? 
A. The verse chanted at the Little Entrance  
     of the Liturgy 
B. The verse chanted at Holy Communion 
C. The verse chanted before the Gospel reading 
D. The verse chanted before the reading of the  
     Apostolos

5. What is the Kinonikon? 
A. The verse chanted at the Little Entrance  
     of the Liturgy 
B. The verse chanted at Holy Communion 
C. The verse chanted before the reading  
     of the Gospel 
D. The verse chanted before the reading of  
     the Apostolos

6. What is the Eisodikon? 
A. The verse chanted at the Little Entrance  
     of the Liturgy 
B. The verse chanted at Holy Communion 
C. The verse chanted before the Gospel reading 
D. The verse chanted before the reading of  
     the Apostolos

7. What is the Alleluiarion? 
A. The verse chanted at the Little Entrance  
     of the Liturgy 
B. The verse chanted at Holy Communion 
C. The verse chanted before the reading  
     of the Gospel 
D. The verse chanted before the reading of the  
     Apostolos

TWENTY 
QUESTIONS
TWENTY 
QUESTIONS



8. What is the Diskos? 
A. The cup containing the Blood of Christ 
B. The dish containing the Body of Christ 
C. The vessel containing hot water that is poured  
     into the cup before Communion 
D. The dish holding the incense

9. What is the Zeon? 
A. The vessel containing hot water 
B. The incense burner 
C. The belt tied around the priest’s waist 
D. The hot water that is poured into the cup  
     before Communion

10.  What is the Thermarion? 
A. The vessel containing hot water 
B. The incense burner 
C. The belt tied around the priest’s waist 
D. The hot water that is poured into the cup  
     before Communion

11.  What is a Rentisterion? 
A. A schedule of fees for using the parish hall 
B. An incense burner 
C. A holy water sprinkler 
D. The vessel containing hot water

12.  What is the Antimension? 
A. The large veil used to cover the Holy Gifts 
B. The cloth ikon of the Burial of Christ, with a  
     holy relic attached to it, on which the Eucharist  
     is celebrated 
C. The cloth ikon of the Burial of Christ that is  
     carried in procession on Holy and Great Friday 
D. The cloth that covers the Holy Table

13.  Around what part of his body does the priest wear 
the Epitrachelion? 
A. His neck 
B. His waist 
C. His wrist 
D. His side

14.  Who wears the tunic called a Sticharion? 
A. Bishops 
B. Priests 
C. Deacons 
D. All of the above

15.  When is Orthros usually celebrated? 
A. Morning 
B. Midday 
C. Evening 
D. Midnight

16.  What is a Phelonion? 
A. The bishop’s crown 
B. The long, narrow cloth wrapped around the  
     deacon’s chest and shoulders 
C. The priest’s cape-like outer vestment 
D. A list of prisoners to pray for

17.  What is the Anaphora? 
A. A large pitcher of wine 
B. The main prayer of the Eucharistic liturgy 
C. A prayer remembering all the saints 
D. A hymn to St Ann

18.  When is the Great Doxology properly sung? 
A. At Compline 
B. At the beginning of the Liturgy 
C. At the end of the Liturgy 
D. At the end of Orthros

19. What does Dynamis! mean? 
A. Pay attention! 
B. Wisdom! 
C. With greater power! 
D. Rejoice!

20.  Liturgy comes from a Greek word meaning 
A. The work of the people 
B. The prayer of the bishop 
C. The Body of Christ 
D. Proclaim the Gospel
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1. B
2. A
3. D

4. D
5. B
6. A

7. C
8. B
9. D

10.  A
11.  C
12.  B

13.  A
14.  D
15.  A

16.  C
17.  B
18.  D

19.  C
20.  A

ANSWERS
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TO WHICH 

VOCATION 
are you called?
By Office of Vocations
Melkite Eparchy of Newton
 

A vocation is more than just your job or your career: 
It is your calling from God and your means to love 
and serve Him to the fullest. Every baptized person is 
called to live out a vocation in order to grow in holi-

ness here on earth and lead to our eternal happiness.  
Your personal vocation, your call, deserves much care and 

consideration. It is something you should pray about and con-
template in an ongoing way. This is recommended especially 
in church, during early time before Liturgy starts or lingering 
time after it ends. Here, we share a quiz of considerations in 
order to help you in your searching and discernment process. 

OPTIONAL CALLS:
Single life? All live this life while waiting to prepare for their 

vocation in marriage, religious life or ordination. It is a special 
time in one’s life which presents so many great opportunities 
to serve and to grow spiritually. Undoubtedly, there are many 
who have remained single and continue to live out holy, gen-
erous lives. God works in mysterious ways. Having a spiritual 
father is always beneficial for guidance in life.

Marriage? Married people are called by God to love their 
spouse, being of service to help him or her get to heaven. Fur-
ther, the blessing of children asks the married person to raise 
their children in the Church, teaching them about the love of 
God and the love for Him. Family is a domestic church and 
modeled after the Holy Trinity. Commitment and loyalty are 
kept to each other and to God. 

Consecrated/religious life? Those called to the consecrated/
religious life make a promise to dedicate their lives to the love 
and service of God throughout their lives. They live in a com-
munity and follow the guidelines of that religious group. Most 
called to this type of life will make vows of chastity, poverty 
and obedience. Many spend time in prayer for the world and 
for themselves, working lands, spending time with the poor, 
producing religious items, etc.

Ordained ministry? Those who feel called to the priesthood 
will receive the sacrament of holy orders. They are given a 
special grace by the Holy Spirit to be another Christ for oth-
ers. Some priests belonging to a religious order make vows of 
chastity, obedience and poverty. A diocesan priest makes vows 
of celibacy and obedience. Both bring heaven to humanity and 
humanity to God.

Deacon? Men who are called to the diaconate receive the 
Mystery of Holy Orders.  The deacon assists and may preach 
at the Divine Liturgy and proclaims the Holy Gospel.  Dea-
cons, not immediately preparing for ordination to the priest-
hood usually have occupations outside the Church to make a 
living to support themselves and their families.  Men of at least 
35 years of age, married or single, may be ordained to the dia-
conate.  Some continue choose to continue their studies in the 
event that they may, sometime in the future, be called by God 
to the priesthood.

These are the callings from God. An experienced spiritual 
father or spiritual mother will offer much assistance in the dis-
cerning by individuals so that it is not a path unguided. As Eli 
assisted Samuel in following the latter’s call, may each of us 
repeat the response of Samuel: “Here I am, Lord!”

PRAYER FOR DISCERNING A VOCATION

Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
You walked the Holy Land,

spreading the word of peace and repentance. 
You cured many and taught them about God’s kingdom. 

You offered Yourself in humble sacrifice and  
rose in glory on the third day. 

After Your ascension into heaven, You sent the Holy Spirit 
upon Your holy disciples and apostles 

to strengthen them for service in the budding Church. 
With the help of Your grace, they responded to uncertainty  
with faith, to hardship with courage, and to the needs  

of others with selfless service. 
As we are called to love one another as You have first  

loved us, we ask that You continue to impart the gifts
 of wisdom and counsel to all Your faithful. 

Bless us with happy marriages and holy families. 
Enkindle in those whom You have called to serve the Church 

With the fire of Your zeal and compassion. 
Give us hearts ready to see, hear and joyfully respond 

to the needs of others. 
Grant us fidelity, fortitude, patience and obedience. 

Then, let me personally be attentive and open to the  
possibility of increasing my service to You and the Church. 

Grant that I be one with You so that, through my  
daily work, I may become an instrument of  

Your peace, freedom and love. 
For You are our God and we worship and glorify  

You always, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
now and always and forever and ever.  

Amen.

 Offered by
Melkite Eparchy of Newton ~ Office of Vocations

1428 Ponce de Leon Ave., NE ~ Atlanta, Georgia 30307
Voice: 404-373-9522 ~ Fax: 404-373-9755 

www.melkite.org/vocations ~ E-mail: vocations@melkite.org
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EPARCHYEPARCHY
Around the

St Joseph Church, Lawrence, MA
St Joseph Parish in Lawrence, Massachu-
setts 2019 Annual Scholarship program 
awarded scholarships to six of the parish 
college students recently. Following the 
scholarship presentations in at the liturgy, 
the parish celebrated with the scholarship 
recipients in the Church Hall.

First row from L to R: Hannah Walworth, 
Claudia Kfoury, Gemma Francis, Andrew 
Dagher, Peter Francis.  The young ladies in 
front center are Chloe and Bella Francis, who 
are representing their sister Jasmine.

Second row Clergy: Deacon Michael Macoul, 
Father Mark Melone, Father Ziad, 
Deacon John MacMillan.

St John of the Desert, Phoenix, AZ
On October 20th, 2019, The Most 

Rev. Nicholas Samra honored Fr. Peter 
with the title of Archpriest. It was quite 
a tribute for St. John of the Desert and 
a blessed and happy occasion. The event 
was well attended and the reception in 
our Davis Hall was a top success. To the 
delight of all present and to the surprise 
of Archpriest Peter, photos of his life 
were projected throughout the meal. 
Many of our parishioners learned a lot 
about their pastor with these photos. 
Recognitions, gifts and praises and won-
derful fellowship took place in a fantastic 
reception planned and organized by the 
Ladies Guild. Indeed, it was a happy day 
especially with the presence of Sayedna 
among us. Congratulations, Fr. Peter, 
Axios! Axios! Axios!
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Our Lady of Redemption, MI
By Archimandrite Michel Cheble, Pastor

Our Lady of Redemption parishioners and 
parish gather around the beginning of Au-
gust every year to celebrate the Great Feast 
of the Dormition of the Mother of God, and 
her miraculous Assumption into Heaven.  

This year of 2019 was very special for the 
Parish, Parishioners and Pastor.  Our es-
teemed Bishop Nicholas Samra spent time 
with us and presided over the celebrations of 
The Mother of GOD.  In addition, Sayyidna 
has bestowed on me the honor of naming 
me Archimandrite.  Sayyidna performed this 
blessing during the Divine Liturgy on Sun-
day August 11.  We all concluded the cele-
bration with a very nice luncheon @ Royalty 
House attended by a great number of parish-
ioners and well-wishers.

As Sayyidna gave his benediction he an-
nounced to the entire parish my elevation to 
Archimandrite.  I expressed my sincere grati-
tude to Sayyidna for the once in a lifetime 
honor, to the parishioners of Our Lady of 
Redemption for their kind and generous support.  Enclosed is a copy of my thank you note.  

I ask Jesus, through the intercession of his Holy Mother, to Give all back his Grace and shower us with his Love.

Front row:
Most Reverend George D. Gallaro, 
Sr. Ann Laszok, OSBM; 
Most Reverend Nicholas J. Samra, 
Fr. Vasyl Chepelskyy; Amanda Singel; 
Sr. Marion Dobos, OSB.  

Back row: 
Fr. Vasile Colopelnic; Fr. Nathan 
Symeon Adams; Most Reverend Milan 
Lach, Fr. Hezekias Carnazzo; Fr. John 
Kachuba; Fr. Alex Wroblicky; Deacon 
Daniel Dozier.

Annual ECED Meeting
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Holy Cross, Placentia, CA
By Father François Beyrouti

In August, we celebrated the Paraclisis (prayer of supplication) in 
preparation for the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God and 
had evening Divine Liturgies for the Feasts of the Transfiguration 
and Dormition.

September brought our annual food festival, our College Ministry 
began weekly meetings to discuss Matthew Kelly’s book, Four Signs 
of a Dynamic Catholic and a special commissioning and blessing for 
our Catechists and aids who assist in our Eastern Christian Forma-
tion program for our children. We had a meeting with the parents on 
September 29 and launched our children’s program on October 6. 
On October 26 we held an evening Saints Day Celebration 
so all can learn about saints, angels, and Biblical characters.

On Saturday, October 12 parishioners attended the Dioc-
esan Ministries Celebration at Christ Cathedral that focused 
on our call to discipleship, the call to live the life in Christ, 
and that every baptized person has to be an evangelizer.

On August 4, our Young Adults had lunch at the Church 
and planned their monthly activities. On September 1, 
they had a BBQ and pool party, on September 12, they 
gathered for Trivia Night, on October 6, they went kayak-
ing, and on October 24 they had a potluck and watched 
“The Greatest Showman” at the Church.

We have been working on organizing our parish infra-
structure and forming a Parish Leadership Team. From 
October 28-31, Wadid Fattouch, Omar Haddadin, Jenni-
ann Minardi, Shaker Salman, Toufic Semaan, and Father 
François, attended “The Amazing Parish” conference at 
the Anaheim Hilton. The Amazing Parish was co-founded by Pat-
rick Lencioni, whose books have sold over 6 million copies and is 
now dedicating his efforts to help Catholic parishes establish healthy 
leadership and clarify their vision. Our group will be coached for a 
year to implement the various modules.

November 1, we had a Divine Liturgy followed by a life testimony 
of Myrna Al-Akhras Nazzour, who since November 22, 1982, had 
the stigmata, apparitions, and oil come 
from her hands and an icon in her home 
in Soufanieh (Damascus). We thank Syl-
vie Nadjarian for organizing this visit to 
our parish and other Melkite parishes in 
the United States.

Fr François Beyrouti is Pastor of Holy Cross parish in 
Placentia, CA. 
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October 6, 2019. First Day of the Children’s Eastern Christian Formation (Sunday School) Program.

October 12, 2019. Holy Cross Church Parishioners attend 
the Ministries Celebration at Christ Cathedral.

October 28-31, 2019. Parishioners attend the Amazing Parish 

Conference in Anaheim and form a Leadership Team. 

October 24, 2019. Young Adults watch “The Greatest Showman” at Holy Cross Church.
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October 24, 2019. Young Adults watch “The Greatest Showman” at Holy Cross Church.

May the Glory of Christ 
bring you Peace and Joy 
this Christmas Season.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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SUSAN ELEK
President   
Our Lady of Redemption
586-939-0650
elek70@comcast.net

SYLVIE NAJDARIAN
Vice President
Annunciation Cathedral
339-364-1380
sylviefn@hotmail.com

COLETTE SABAK
Treasurer
Our Lady of Redemption
313-683-1085
coco999@gmail.com

To join or renew your membership in the National Association of Melkite Women, 
complete and mail this form with your dues check for $10.00 made payable to NAMW to:

COLETTE SABAK  .  17870 Maple Hill Drive  .  Northville, MI 48168

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _____________________EMAIL_________________________________________

PARISH _______________________________ Please circle one: NEW MEMBER RENEWAL

Remember to keep our need for vocations in your prayers. Be an advocate, 
encourage our youth to participate in your parish.
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by Susan Elek
namw president

NAMW 
REMINDERS

1. Are you praying for our seminarians 
and for vocations?

2. Have you renewed your membership in 
NAMW ($10)?

3. If you are not a member, why not join?

4. Has your parish held a fundraiser for 
NAMW?

5. Have you visited and liked our 
Facebook page?
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Hierarch

BISHOP NICHOLAS SAMRA
617 323 9922 | nicholas.samra@yahoo.com

Judicial Vicar 
ARCHIMANDRITE MICHAEL SKROCKI 

203 533 1996 | newtontribunal@gmail.com

Chancery Office 
SAIDEH DAGHER, Secretary

3 V.F.W. Parkway | West Roxbury, MA 02132 
617 323 9922 

Protosyncellos 
ARCHIMANDRITE PHILIP RACZKA

617 323 5242 | graczka@nd.edu 

Chancellor 
FR THEOPHAN LEONARCZYK
617 323 9922 | chancery@melkite.org 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
FR HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO

 703 504 8733
FatherHezekias@gmail.com 

Sophia Magazine 
ARCHIMANDRITE JAMES BABCOCK

Editor in Chief 
714 600 3660

Sophiamelkite@gmail.com 

Sophia Press Publications 
SAIDEH DAGHER

617 323 9922 

WEBSITE 
melkite.org | webmaster@melkite.org 

National Association of Melkite Women (NAMW) 
SUSAN ELEK

586 939 0650 | elek70@comcast.net

 Clergy Conference Coordinator 
FR CHRISTOPHER MANUELE

570 343 6092 

Melkite Association of Young Adults (MAYA)
KAMEEL SABAK Co-Chair

313 683 4002 | k.sabak@gmail.com

JULIANA JADON Co-Chair
305 546 6049 | jnjadon@gmail.com

WeBsite: usmaya.org 

National Association of Melkite Youth (NAMY) 
ARCHPRIEST THOMAS STEINMETZ

603 623 8944 | Oloc.church@comcast.net 

Vocation Director 
ARCHIMANDRITE JOHN AZAR
404 373 9522 | vocations@melkite.org 

Deacon Formation Director 
FR BRYAN McNEIL

978 314 1962 | Brymc56@comcast.net

Presbyteral Council 
Most Rev. Nicholas J. Samra; 

Archimandrites Philip Raczka, James Babcock, 
Michel Cheble, Damon Geiger, 

Mark Melone, Eugene Mitchell, BSO, 
Kenneth Sherman, Alexei Smith; 

Archpriest Peter Boutros; 
Frs. Francois Beyrouti, 

Theophan Leonarczyk, Bryan McNeil

College of Eparchial Consultors:
Exarch Joseph Haggar, 

Archimandrite Philip Raczka
Archimandrite John Azar

Archimandrite Michael Skrocki 
Archimandrite Alexei Smith 

Archpriest Thomas Steinmetz 
Father Antoine Rizk
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Chief Finance Officer 
DEACON ROBERT SHALHOUB

973 785 2433 | robertshalhoub@optonline.net
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