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Right Reverend 
Archimandrite
James Babcock
Editor-in-Chief

“How’s the virtual church going, Father”, the 
water deliveryman asked. “About like virtu-
al water,” I responded. Watching a waterfall 
on the computer just isn’t the same as drink-

ing a cold glass of spring water.
Neither is watching the Divine Liturgy on the computer 

the same as being physically present and actually receiving the 
Holy Eucharist. These are strange times with nearly the entire 
country shut down and 
everyone ordered to stay 
home. Our churches are 
locked and if you’re like 
me, we sincerely missed 
Holy Week and the joy-
ous celebration of Pascha.

Kudos to our innovative 
clergy for streaming the 
services into our homes 
and perhaps risking their 
lives ministering to the 
sick and dying during this 
pandemic. Many people 
told me how much they 
appreciated it, but nearly 
all agreed that it wasn’t 
the same as being there. 
Not being assigned to a 
parish (I serve wherever 
I am needed), I watched 
a number of them myself. 
Among the best in my opinion were those celebrated by Fr Jus-
tin at St. George Church in Birmingham and Fr Tom at Our 
Lady of the Cedars in Manchester. Fr Fouad and St Anne Ca-
thedral seemed to have the best mostly Arabic stream.

This coronavirus has not only made people extremely ill and 
caused many to die, but it also forced the closing of our churches, 
which may have made the devil very happy; however, we coun-
tered with the opening of thousands of domestic churches. As for 
myself, I was able to chant all of the services at home except for 
the Eucharist. Thankfully, Fr Paul at Virgin Mary Community 
in Temecula welcomed me, where we and two cantors prayed.

Special thanks also to Fr. Hezekias for sending out via the 
internet the Great & Holy Week & Pascha in the Domestic 
Church for Melkites program, which was assembled in con-

junction with the nuns at Christ the Bridegroom Monastery. 
This was truly a great resource for our families.

It remains to be seen how severely this insidious virus has 
damaged our country’s economy. I deeply sympathize with the 
hierarchy who want to do the right thing and protect the health 
of our members, and so we ought to avoid any kind of congre-
gating that would put people at risk. Noted spiritual writer Dr 
Scott Hahn has stated that “not to have the Holy Eucharist 

through most of Lent and 
through the beginning of 
Pascha (Easter) is not an 
easy thing.”

He continues, “I do wish 
that our spiritual fathers, 
our priests, could be more 
creative in imagining ways 
to dispense the sacraments 
instead of just shutting the 
doors. Let us pray that our 
Father in heaven give to 
our shepherds a greater 
energy to creatively imag-
ine ways to feed the sheep 
in spite of everything.”  

There is also the mat-
ter of the financial impact 
on our parishes. Like the 
small businesses whose 
survival is threatened, that 
same crisis, I suspect, will 

need to be addressed by the Eparchy regarding our smaller and 
weaker communities.

I extend my deepest sympathy and prayers to all who have 
lost loved ones in the pandemic and all who are sick or may 
yet become sick from this insidious virus. Still, at this Pascal 
Season, we look for the divine light that shines out of the dark-
ness with the Resurrection of Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus 
Christ and the enlightenment of Pentecost with sending of the 
Holy Spirit. May this same Giver of Life shine His divine light 
upon upon us, console us, heal us, and restore us.

No darkness can overcome the fact that Christ is Risen from 
the dead and has crushed death by His death and has given life 
to those who are in the tombs.       †

Fr James

FROM THE EDITOR 

“LET THE LIGHT SHINE
 OUT OF DARKNESS...” 
                                   (II COR 4:6)
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MEMORIALS 
For Our Deceased Parishioners

Parish members who have died during the coronavirus pandemic have had very brief and limited funeral services; most were 
graveside services with very few family members and friends present. As soon as we are given a green light for full church 
services, memorial services may be held. These services can be offered individually by each family who lost a loved one to 
whatever causes – coronavirus or other.

A more inclusive way is suggested to make it more of a parish event. On a particular Sunday a memorial service can be held after the 
Divine Liturgy for all parishioners who died during the “shut-down” period. A committee can work with the families of the deceased 
to host a mercy meal. This gathering will fulfill two purposes – a memorial for our beloved deceased and an opportunity for the par-
ish families to meet again after a long absence of not seeing each other. We will have the opportunity to offer our condolences to the 
bereaved families and at the same time to greet each other in the joy of the Resurrection.



On February 25, 2020, our Melkite Church and 
especially our Eparchy of Newton were granted 
a joyous event by Pope Francis when he named 
Bishop George Gallaro as Secretary to the 

Congregation of the Eastern Churches in the Vatican. 
This great news came just several days after I and the other 

Eastern Catholic Bishops of the USA had a three-hour face to 
face cordial discussion with Pope Francis. During that special 

meeting the Pope reiterated the importance of the Eastern 
Catholic Churches and touched on some delicate issues, one of 
which was the importance of having qualified Eastern members 
on the Congregation. He also touched on the importance of 
the apostolic patriarchs as future members of the conclaves 
that elect future popes, and that it is not necessary that they 
be cardinals, even saying they should not be cardinals because 
Patriarchs have jurisdiction over particular self-governing 

Churches unlike the role of cardinals.
A few days later the discussion with Pope Frances 

came to a reality when he named Bishop George 
Gallaro as Secretary to the Congregation for the 
Eastern Churches and granted him the honorary title 
of archbishop. This Congregation deals with all the 
Eastern Catholic Churches throughout the world. 
It is headed by a prefect, generally a cardinal and 
he is assisted by a secretary and sub-secretary along 
with a staff of priests and laity who study various 
issues related to our Churches and guide them in 
many areas, such as liturgical and canonical matters. 
The Pope further noted he was hoping to appoint 
an Eastern bishop as prefect since the present one, 
Cardinal Sandri, has reached retirement age. This 
Congregation also chooses the bishops outside of the 
present patriarchal jurisdiction in the Middle East. 
The patriarch and bishops in the Synod elect three 
men who could serve the Melkite Church outside 
of the patriarchal territory, such as the Americas, 
Australia and Western and Eastern Europe. The 
Congregation continues the study and the Pope 
nominates the bishop.

Archbishop George is the right man for this high 
position and important mission. The secretary 
has a very important part in the decisions of the 
congregation. He has all the necessary qualities: 
educated in canon law, ecumenical theology and 
liturgy, and at the same time he is very pastoral 
with much humility. He understands very well what 
“diaconia” or service is all about. Besides his official 
chancery offices, he also has served as parish priest, 
associate and pastor.

Let me share some more information about our 
beloved former priest. I met George Gallaro soon 

Most Rev. 
Nicholas J. Samra
Eparchial Bishop  
of Newton
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A Blessing and Honor for 
the Melkite Church

Continued on page 6
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after my arrival in Los Angeles, California in 1970. I was 
the associate priest at St. Anne Church (now Cathedral) in 
North Hollywood; he was a seminarian at St. John Seminary, 
Camarillo, California.

George and I became good friends, and now 50 years later we 
still are. He and I both served as members of the Ecumenical 
Committee of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles from 1974 - 
1978. Both of us were catechetical instructors there also, 
educating the mass of Latin Church faithful about the Eastern 
Churches. After his priestly ordination in May 1972, he served 
several parishes and we got together on occasion for priestly 
fraternity. He joined us for major celebrations at St. Anne’s 
and was present and concelebrated with us when Patriarch 
Maximos V (Hakim) visited in 1974 and 1976.            

I was transferred in July 1978 to Chicago to be the pastor of 
St. John the Baptist Church in Northlake. Around the same 
time Fr. George went to Rome to begin further studies in 
Canon Law, Liturgy and Ecumenism. His doctorate in Canon 
Law was on the Eastern Code. We stayed in touch and upon 
completion of his studies and receiving his degrees, I strongly 
recommended Fr. George to Archbishop Joseph Tawil and he 
entered our Eparchy on September 1, 1982. 

Very quickly he was immersed in our eparchial work and 
service. He worked in various levels of the Tribunal as Defender 
of the Bond, Promotor of Justice and eventually Judicial Vicar. 
He was instructor at St. Gregory Seminary (Newton) for ten 
years and then Rector from 1994 – 1996. He assisted in the 
development of the Deacon Formation Program and was one 
of its professors. As personal secretary to Archbishop Joseph 
Tawil, he also served as Chancellor of the Eparchy and member 
of the College of Consultors. During this time, he also assisted 
the Ukrainian and Ruthenian Churches in pastoral situations 
in New Hampshire and Pennsylvania.

In 1992, Fr. George returned to Rome for further studies 
and was a member and collaborator of the Pontifical Council of 
Christian Unity in the Vatican and at the same time did further 
theological studies, focusing on the holy Mother of God.

Returning to the United States, he pastored several of our 
churches: Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Worcester, Mass., Our 
Lady of Redemption, Warren, Mich. During all these many 
years Fr. George was a consultant to several other Eastern 
Catholic Bishops on canonical matters being well respected by 
all for his knowledge and pastoral care.

In 1994 he was appointed by our Melkite Synod to join me 
as the USA priest representative at the Congress of Byzantine 
Catholic Churches in Venice, Italy, and he also travelled with 
me to the Middle East in 2000 at the time of Synod where he 
met most of our Melkite bishops. During the Synod meeting 
he toured much of Lebanon assisted by several priests. We 
then went to Syria and continued the tour and was present 
with me at the funeral and burial of Patriarch Maximos V, 
(Hakim) in Damascus. He got to see and feel the ethos of the 

Mother Church in the Middle East.
Throughout his many years, Fr. George served on many 

eparchial commissions and committees always offering his 
expertise in many matters and was for years a member of 
the Canon Law Society of America in the USA and the 
International Eastern Canon Law Society in Austria. We 
travelled several times to Rome for various conferences and he 
was also an excellent tour guide, showing me all the sights of 
Rome, Venice and Bari.

In 1997, Fr. George began teaching Canon Law at Byzantine 
Catholic Seminary of St. Cyril and Methodius, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and eventually went there full time and served several 
posts besides teaching canon law. He also taught Ecumenical 
Theology and other courses, while remaining a priest of our 
Eparchy. There he served a small parish besides his teaching 
position and was Judicial Vicar of the Ruthenian Archeparchy 
of Pittsburgh and Syncellus for canonical affairs.

Good news came on March 31, 2015, when “our” Fr. George 
was named Bishop of the Byzantine Eparchy of Piana degli 
Albanesi in Sicily. This eparchy was once called Italo-Greek 
because of the large population of Greek Catholics; later many 
Albanians migrated there and Bishop George was shepherd for 
the Byzantines and Latins in his eparchy – over 29,000 faithful 
with 28 priests, 4 deacons and 159 religious, mainly nuns.

I was blessed and honored when he asked me to be one of 
his episcopal consecrators - three bishops are customary for 
the ordination of a bishop. I was joined by several priests and 
laity of our eparchy to be present on June 28, 2015 for his 
ordination as bishop. And he even set up time for us to tour 
important areas in Sicily, especially within his eparchy.

We presented our eparchial gift to Bishop George – the 
Antimension that each bishop blesses with a relic of a saint; on 
the Antimension the Divine Liturgies are celebrated. Originally 
painted by Archimandrite Mark Melone for my Antimension, 
another large number were made for Bishop George with his 
name as Bishop of Piana. Two forms were made, the same icon 
of the burial of Christ, but some with text in Italian and some 
in Albanian. While in Piana he edited an excellent theological 
review in Italian and translated Light for Life, our three book 
Catechism of the Byzantine Catholics published by our Eastern 
Catholic Bishops in the USA and God With Us Publications.  
He published it as one book with excellent art work.

Wherever “our” father and Bishop George served he knew 
well what “diakonia” – service – meant. He was up from the 
table at meals to make us espresso or cappuccino, always acting 
as a waiter to serve those at table. He always found an excellent 
article and shared it with our priests. He hosted spaghetti 
dinners at parishes or seminary, always an image of the Christ 
who came to serve. He was an avid educator, writing and 
published many articles on theology, canon law, ecumenism, 
Mother of God and numerous other topics. My files number 
over 50 published articles.

A Blessing and Honor  Continued from page 5



ARCHBISHOP GEORGE DIMITRI GALLARO

Born: January 16, 1948, Pozallo, Syracuse, Italy, one of eight children.
Education: Diocesan College, Noto, Italy.
Seminary: St. John Seminary, Camarillo, CA (Archdiocese of Los Angeles) AB 
Degree.
Ordained a Deacon: May 26, 1971, Los Angeles, CA
Ordained a priest: May 27, 1972, Los Angeles, CA., incardinated in Archdiocese 
of Los Angeles.
Parish Priest: 1972 – 1978 – Archdiocese of Los Angeles, CA
Further Theological Studies: Degrees from Angelicum, Anselmainum, and Gre-
gorianum universities for higher theological degrees in Rome.
Doctorate JCOD: Canon Law with specialty on Eastern Churches form the Oriental 
Institute in Rome.
Licentiate Degree STD: Liturgical Theology.
Licentiate Degree Ph.B.: Ecumenical Theology.
Entered the Melkite Diocese of Newton: September 1, 1982

MINISTRY IN THE MELKITE DIOCESE:
1982-1986 Defensor Vinculi and Promoter of Justice, Melkite Tribunal
1982-1991 Instructor at St. Gregory Melkite Seminary
1983-1990 Secretary to Archbishop Joseph Tawil
1983-1991 Chancellor of the Diocese of Newton
1983-1992 Diocesan Consultor
1982-1990 Visiting Priest of Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,  
 Manchester, NH
1986-1992 Judicial Vicar of the Eparchial Tribunal, Diocese of Newton
1991-1992 Chancellor of the Diocese of Newton (Ghattas)
1991-1992 Pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help parish, Worcester, MA
1992-1994 Member and Collaborator of Pontifical Council of Christian  
 Unity, Vatican City
1994-1996 Rector of St. Gregory Melkite Seminary, Newton, MA
July 1, 1996 Associate Pastor of Our Lady of Redemption Church, Warren, MI
Nov. 8, 1998 Administrator of Our Lady of Redemption Church, Warren, MI
Apr. 23,1999 Pastor of Our Lady of Redemption Church, Warren, MI
1997-2015 Professor of Canon Law and Ecumenism – Byzantine  
 Catholic Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA
2004-2015 Full time resident at Byzantine Catholic Seminary,  
 Professor and Director of Human Formation
Mar. 31, 2015 Named Bishop by Pope Francis for the Eparchy of  
 Piana degli Albanesi in Sicily
June 28, 2015 Ordained Bishop in Cathedral of St. Demetrius, Piana, Sicily.
2000 Consultor to Congregation for the Eastern Churches, Vatican

OTHER TASKS: 
Consultant to several Eastern Catholic Bishops on canonical matters
1974-1978 Member of the Ecumenical Committee of Los Angeles, CA 
 Member of Canon Law Society of America, Washington, DC.
 Member of the International Society of Canon Law of the Eastern  
 Churches, Vienna, Austria.
1994 USA Priest Representative chosen by Melkite Synod to Congress  
 of  Byzantine Catholic Churches in Venice, Italy
1994-1996 Director of Civil Corporation of Diocese of Newton 
1994-1997 Ex-officio member, Presbyter Council
 Member, Continuing Education of the Clergy Office
 Member, Ecumenical and Inter-Religious commission

Languages: English, Italian, French, Spanish, Latin, Greek, some Albanian and 
Portuguese.

Writer, Author and Publisher of dozens of theological and canonical articles and 
several books

And now he serves the Church in a special 
Role in the Congregation for the Eastern 
Churches. He will be the major decision 
maker, after study and consultation with 
others, on most topics under the competency 
of the Congregation.

We Melkites are proud of him for being 
chosen by Pope Francis to head this work, and 
more so we Melkites of the Eparchy of Newton 
stand to applaud his new role. He knows our 
church so well and lived it with joy and much 
care, and we thank Pope Francis for choosing 
the right man. We wish Pope Francis a long 
life for many more years – will we see “our” Fr. 
George as our next Pope?       †
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Camille F. Sarrouf Jr., our eparchial attorney, was named Mas-
sachusetts Superior Court associate justice by Gov. Charlie 
Baker on Feb. 12. He was confirmed for the position on 
March 4.

His expertise has been a great blessing to our eparchy and our Annun-
ciation Cathedral since he began his law practice in 1993. Along with 
his father, Camille Sr. of blessed memory, all the legal matters for our 
cathedral and eparchy were handled pro bono.

Camille Sr. also had been our eparchial general counsel attorney since 
the time of Archbishop Tawil.

After high school, Camille Jr. went to Northeastern University, gradu-
ating magna cum laude with a degree in political science. He continued 
on at Suffolk University in Boston, and received his Juris Doctor degree 
in 1993. He served two years as assistant district attorney in Middlesex 
County in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, where he prosecuted 
more than 150 cases.

In 1995 he joined his father in private practice as a partner in a law 
firm and moved on with Camille Sr. to their own law firm: Sarrouf Law 
LLC in Boston in 2008. During these 25 years he was first assistant 
legal advisor and general counsel for the Annunciation Cathedral and 
the eparchy, and upon the death of his father assumed the role of legal 
advisor and general counsel.

Camille served as chairman of the Cathedral Parish Advisory Council 
for six years, and was also on the Eparchial Finance Council for several 
years as our legal advisor and general counsel.

For the last 17 years, Camille has been involved in philanthropic ac-
tivity, particularly with St. Jude Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. 

He has served on the Board of Directors and Governors of the Amer-
ican Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities, including terms as vice chair, 
chair and president chair. He has also served on various committees, es-
pecially in fundraising and legal areas.

Of course Camille is a family man. He and his wife Sherri (Laffey) 
have two children, Stephen Francis Sarrouf (23) and Elizabeth Grace 
Sarrouf (21). As an active husband and father, he coached hockey from 
1992 to 2004.

Gov. Baker at the announcement ceremony noted: “Attorney Sarr-
ouf’s extensive courtroom experience, in conjunction with his dedica-
tion to charitable organizations, demonstrates that he has both the legal 
acumen and the proper temperament to serve on the Superior Court.” 
Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito added, “I am confident that his expertise will be 
an asset to the Superior Court and the Commonwealth.”

In 2016, Camille was honored in several magazine “best of” lists: 
Super Lawyers (top attorneys in Boston); Boston Magazine (best law-
yers); and U.S. News & World Report (best law firms).

Camille offered these words to Bishop Nicholas: “My mother and father 
taught us by setting great examples, and one was clearly doing what you 
could to give back and provide help, service, money, etc. to our community. 
For us, in faith and in our heritage, it was the diocese, the cathedral and St. 
Jude. I have tried to maintain the connections and the commitment that my 
father started. I am proud of my service to the diocese, the cathedral and 
St. Jude’s Research Hospital and my clients over the past 27 years. I am also 
proud to now serve the Commonwealth as a Superior Court judge. And I 
am certain my service to the diocese, the cathedral and St. Jude had a very 
positive effect on the application and vetting processes.”

We offer our congratulations and sincere thanks to Camille for his 
expertise and ask God’s blessings for him at the Massachusetts Superior 
Court.                             †

Eparchial 
Attorney 
Named 
Associate 
Justice of the 
Massachusetts 
Superior Court 
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Unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and drink of His blood, 
you have no life in you; he who eats My flesh and drinks of My blood 

has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.  
For My flesh is food indeed…He who eats My flesh and 

drinks My blood abides in me, and I in him.
John 6:53ff
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AbounA, we miss you!

Father Damon Geiger faithfully served the Melkite Greet Catho-
lic Church for nearly 50 years, most recently at St Jude parish 
in Miami. His December retirement has left a void in our com-
munity – but only because of how much he enriched our lives 

during his tenure.
Fr Damon was ordained a priest on July 5, 1971. Upon arriving in Mi-

ami, Fr Damon was tasked with bringing St. Jude’s liturgies and worship to 
the Melkite standard. This included managing the St Jude Shrine Church, 
which comprises parishioners from various backgrounds: English-speak-
ing, Spanish-speaking, and those from the Middle East.

Those who worked and ministered alongside Fr. Damon watched him 
impact and change the lives of many parishioners within the community. 
We can attest that indeed it was an absolute blessing to have him as our 
priest. Through his teaching and mentoring, his humbling and impactful 
homilies, and his service to the needy, he led God’s flock closer to Him. 
His gentle humor put parishioners at ease.

Father Damon went beyond the call of duty with genuine devotion and 
unconditional care for everyone. He worked tirelessly to build the com-
munity and establish the adult formation class to enable parishioners to 
discover and learn the meaning of Scripture. Abouna’s faith-building ef-
forts were constant, and he wanted his parishioners to understand what 
the Melkite tradition is all about – and he made it easy to do so.

Through moments of joy or sorrow, St. Jude parishioners always found 
a spiritual father in Abouna Damon. He selflessly offered his time; fo-
cused on his service as a priest, comforter, consoler, teacher, and sharer of 
Christ’s blessings. His constant focus was on the ministry of the Gospel 
and the Church. 

Through his lessons, homilies, and liturgical services, Abouna Damon 
showed the way to the richness of Eastern Christian traditions, the depth 
and beauty of our liturgical life, and the precious wisdom of God’s Word. 
“Do all you can do to solve your situation, but after you can do no more, 
let God take care of those things and stop worrying,” is what Abouna 
Damon would tell us.

The outpouring of love from more than 100 parishioners who gath-
ered Jan. 25 to host Abouna Damon with a “Happy Retirement” lun-
cheon is evidence of the impact of love from his beloved St. Jude community.

Fr Damon once said, “Gratitude is the memory of the heart.” Our members all remember that.
We will always be grateful to God for Fr. Damon in the life of our parish. 
Eternal thanks and many prayers for our beloved Abouna.                    †

A TRIBUTE TO

Rt. Rev. Archimandrite
Damon Geiger
from St Jude Melkite-Greek Catholic Church, Miami
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Recently, the members of St. Jacob Mission 
in San Diego sought to learn more about the proper establishment 
of a parish advisory council. Much of their work was adapted from 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese presentation on this subject. What 
follows is the result of their work. Due to its length it will be printed 
in two parts.

WHAT IS A PARISH COUNCIL?
As a people, we belong to our parish. It is our refuge in the 
sea of life in which we are traveling. Let’s turn our focus to a 
greater horizon, which is the parish as a life focus. The parish 
becomes the center of our lives and the lives of our family — 
proclaiming, living and acting out our faith. Budgets and meet-
ings are necessary, but they are not the essence of who we are 
or what we are supposed to do. Our purpose, our focus, is the 
salvation of the people in our parish and nothing else. Every-
thing we do must go through that filter. 

Just what is our ministry and how do we concentrate on the 

salvation of the souls of our parishioners? We are called upon to 
proclaim and teach the gospel, enhance our parishioners’ spiri-
tual lives through retreats, and to reach out to those who seek to 
know the truth handed down to us by the Apostles themselves.

You may be saying to yourself, “This all sounds well and 
good, but how are we going to pay the bills of the parish — 
since you do realize that the parish is a business as well.” We 
should all agree that we need to pay our bills, meet our budget, 
and live within that budget. When parishioners are engaged in 
the workings of the church and are giving of their time, talent 
and their treasure, they become giving stewards and the issues 
of worrying about paying bills and having festivals to pay for 
expenses melt away. 

The ministry of the church belongs to everyone. The priest 
and the lay members of the council are responsible for the en-
tire ministry of the parish. The priest, by virtue of his ordina-
tion, is entrusted with the spiritual care of the parishioners. 
The lay members of the parish council are elected to assist the 

Continued on page 12

A look at the development of the 
St. Jacob Community Parish Advisory Council

sAn Diego, CA  .  PArt one
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priest in carrying out the mission of the church. They bring a 
wealth of knowledge, gifts and talents that they are to use for 
the purpose and mission of the church.

The parish council is the main leadership body of the parish. 
In order for it to be effective and demonstrate its leadership 
role, both the priest and the lay members of the council must 
be supportive of each other. The lay members cannot make de-
cisions without the consent of the priest, and the priest cannot 
proceed with decisions without the assistance and agreement 
of the parish council. There must be a harmonious relationship 
with the priest and with all the members of the parish council. 

Many times we misunderstand our roll on the parish council 
as being there only to make important decisions for the par-
ish. Although that is part of the responsibility of the council, 
the main purpose of the council should not be to make deci-
sions but to make disciples of Christ. Your ministry should be 
to bring people to the Church and to the Lord. It should be 
done in the spirit of humility and servanthood. Christ himself 
said, “I did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give my 
life as a ransom for many.” That is the authority that the par-
ish council is asked to imitate: The authority of love, and the 
authority of service and humility. The ministry of preaching, 
blessing, sanctifying, directing and guiding belongs to the holy 
priesthood. The lay members of the parish council have a re-
sponsibility to assist the priest so that all the work of the Lord 
is done in the parish. 

Saint John Chrysostom speaks about the clergy and the task 
of discerning the gifts of others and using them for the benefit 
of all. The president of the parish council and all the parish 
council members must be involved in the life of the church. 
The entire parish council must have a sense of belonging and 
ownership in an organized and harmonious fashion that will 
benefit the entire parish. 

As stewards of your parish, you are called to continue this 
sacred mission of building up the Body of Christ in a way that 
reveals your love for God and your love for His people. The 
ministry of our Lord and His disciples was one of prayer. Com-
munion with God through worship and prayer is our most sa-
cred calling as Christians. It is also the foundation of the wis-
dom, attitudes, and perspectives you will need to serve your 
community. Through your continuous participation in the 
divine services of the Church and through regular prayer, you 
will have the strength and guidance you need to join with your 
fellow parishioners and council members in seeking the will of 
God. As a parish council member, it is through love and prayer 
that you will further be equipped to help your parish fulfill the 
vital and sacred mission of the Church — which is to reach out 
and to gather God’s people to His home.

The parish council is the administrative body of a Church 
community. Members are elected by this community for the 
purpose of working together with the parish priest in fulfilling 
the mission and goals of that particular community. 

This brief description of the local governing body of a par-
ish also explains a fundamental aspect of the structure of the 
Church. Both clergy and laity are the “People of God,” who 
seek by the grace of the Holy Spirit to fulfill the mission en-
trusted to them to live and proclaim the Holy Gospel and the 
Holy Tradition of the Melkite-Greek Catholic Church. 

Historically, clergy and laity have worked together in deal-
ing with matters of the Church’s life. The parish council is an 
example of the synergy of clergy and laity; it is a vehicle for 
implementing the ongoing mission of the Church and plan-
ning the necessary strategies, policies, procedures, and activi-
ties that will enable the parish to move forward in accomplish-
ing God’s work. 

As a member of the parish council, it is important to remem-
ber that you have been elected to serve a special ministry which 
requires total love, loyalty, and dedication to Christ and His 
Church. You are now an official representative of the Church 
and thus are expected to exert every effort to exemplify its sa-
cred character and spirit. Upon election to this trusted office, 
you assume three basic obligations which will help guide you 
in your ministry: 

1. To understand, live by, and uphold the truths, teachings 
and traditions of the Melkite-Greek Catholic Church. 

2. To understand and abide by the bylaws as set forth by 
the Eparchy of Newton. 

3. To live by and uphold your oath of office by utilizing 
your God-given time, talents, and treasures for the 
spiritual progress and advancement of your parish. 
You attested to this publicly before the community of 
your parish when the following affirmation of office 
was administered to you by your parish priest (and to 
which you affixed your signature): 

“I,_________________________, do solemnly affirm that 
I will uphold the dogma, teaching, traditions, holy 
canons, worship and moral principles of the Melkite-
Greek Catholic Church as well as the Bylaws and 
Regulations of the Eparchy of Newton. I will faithfully 
and sincerely fulfill the duties and obligations required 
of a member of the parish council so help me God.”

THE MINISTRY OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
Christ-centered servant leadership parish council members 
serve as role models for parishioners, and must take their min-
istry very seriously. They should lead by example by attend-
ing church and parish events, and regularly participating in the 
sacramental life of the Church. By doing so, they will have a 
powerful effect on the overall life of the community. If par-
ish council members treat everyone with love and respect, as 

St. Jacob Parish Advisory Council Continued from page 11



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy  |  13

Christ loves us, then parishioners will do likewise. The council 
members must practice servant leadership by identifying and 
examining the ministry needs of the parishioners and taking 
the necessary steps to meet those needs, whether through the 
improvement and expansion of existing ministries or through 
the creation of new ones. 

RESPONSIBILITIES AND ROLES
The most important responsibility of the parish council is to 
assist the parish priest in the administration of the ministries of 
the parish. Some of the principal roles employed by effective 
parish councils include, but are not limited to:

• Planning, developing, organizing, and implementing 
stewardship programs and various educational minis-
tries of the church

• Reporting and communicating to the parishioners 
the work and ministries of the church at the eparchial 
and patriarchal levels

• Recruiting and training others in the parish commu-
nity for further service

• The parish council must also abide by local, state, and 
federal statutes applicable to the parish

In all things, council members should imitate our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who “came not to be served but to serve” (Matthew 
20:28). The entire focus of the parish council must be to serve 
the needs of the faithful and to spread the gospel of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

MENTORING AND SUCCESSION
Within the parish council, there are two very important activi-

ties needed to continue developing the leadership of its mem-
bers. The first is to enhance leadership skills through the men-
toring of competent leaders. In order to assist new members 
as they assume their positions and ministries within the parish 
council, the more experienced members should aid, guide, and 
encourage these new members to assume their responsibilities. 
The second is the development of a systematic succession strat-
egy in which each ministry has a chairperson and an assistant 
(who will eventually become the next chairperson). The role 
that you assume as a member of your parish council is best 
understood when the parish is viewed as an integral part of the 
“One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church” that we confess in 
the Nicene Creed at every Divine Liturgy. 

Misunderstandings can occur when the church is looked 
upon purely from a merely local or parochial point of view. 
To be sure, the council must have the immediate concerns of 
the needs of the parish in mind. But to see only this is to fail 
to comprehend the role of the parish in the overall life and 
structure of the Church at the eparchial and patriarchal levels. 
It would be like a family member showing no interest in or 
responsibility for the problems and needs of other members of 
the family. 

According to St. Paul, the Church is the Body of Christ (1 
Corinthians. 12:27), the Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25- 27), 
and the pillar and foundation of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). 
Without this basic understanding, the parish can easily be re-
duced to little more than an organizational center or adminis-
trative structure, a kind of religious business enterprise — in-
stead of being a holy and divine Eucharistic community, called 
to be in the world but ultimately not of the world, a community 
that is set apart from all other organizations and bodies in our 
secularized society.  To be continued in the Fall issue.                  †

SUMMER FEAST DAYS

June 29
Feast of 

Sts Peter and Paul

July 20
Feast of 

St Elias the Prophet

August 6 
Feast of the 

Transfiguration 
of Christ

August 15
Feast of the 
Dormition of 

the Theotokos
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Having journeyed together through the entire Old 
Testament, in this our Eden to Eden pilgrimage 
through salvation history, we are now in the “last 
days” before the coming of the Messiah. The last 

essential historical book of the Old Testament, 1 Maccabees, 
relates the story of a final crisis which God’s people endured: a 
crisis which will help us understand the political and religious 
context into which Jesus was born.

In many ways, the story of the Maccabees functions as a 
bridge between the Old Testament and the New. If one is able 
to “cross the bridge,” it will become easy to connect the biblical 
testaments and read them as the one story of salvation history.

As we have studied in previous articles in this series, God’s 
people, having returned from the Babylonian exile in the years 
following the ascension to the throne of King Cyrus (539 B.C.), 
found themselves in servitude to foreign power after foreign 
power. To begin with, while Cyrus’ proclamation of freedom 
(cf. Ezra 1:2-4) funded their return with gold in hand to re-es-
tablish themselves as an independent people, the political free-
dom promised by Cyrus never really materialized (Neh 9:36). 

Following the consolidation of power by Cyrus and his de-
scendants, along with the unification of the Median and Per-
sian kingdoms, the kingdom of Macedon under Phillip II rose 
up, conquered, and politically consolidated most of what was 
classical Greece and the surrounding regions. Phillip II was the 
father of Alexander the Great, who was arguably the most gift-
ed military leader the world had ever known and who inherited 
the throne of his father at the age of 20. In only a few years, 
Alexander swept through the Mediterranean, and created the 
largest empire in the ancient world, the arguable geographic 
center of what was none other than the holy city of Jerusalem 
(1 Macc 1:1 – 4). At the age of 33, Alexander the Great, unde-
feated in battle, suddenly fell ill and died (1 Macc 1:5). On his 
deathbed, Alexander divided his empire among his generals. 

Following the division of Alexander’s spoils, God’s people 
first fell under the governorship of Egypt, but soon after under 

the Kingdom of Syria, whose leader, Antiochus Epiphanes, was 
a ruthless military man. He immediately unleashed the most 
cruel persecution. A “gymnasium” was set up in Jerusalem for 
pagan ritual games, the Holy Temple was plundered, and any-
one who dared to challenge him was cut down by the sword.

As in the days of Jeremiah and the Babylonian siege some 
400 years before, Jerusalem was burned and many people fled. 
Some, however, enticed by the wealth and power of Antiochus, 
compromised themselves and “joined with the gentiles” (1 
Macc 1:15). “Many even in Israel gladly ... sacrificed to idols 
and profaned the Sabbath” (1 Macc 1:43). “But many in Israel 
stood firm and were resolved in their hearts not to eat unclean 
food. They chose to die rather than to be defiled by food or 
to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. And very great 
wrath came upon Israel” (1Macc 1:62 – 64).

The story of the Maccabees is one of faith, courage, and val-
or — like the story of David and Goliath. A faithful man named 
Mattathias and his five sons formed an insurgent military force 
and, joined by others, regained control of the Temple in Jerusa-
lem and re-established true worship in the holy places. During 
the subsequent reign of the Maccabees, (so named after Judas 
Maccabeus, one of the sons of Mattathias), the political bor-
ders of the promised land were expanded to include the land of 
Edom to the south, and the area of Galilee to the north. Herod 
the Great, the same that ordered the sacrifice of the Innocents 
at the news of the birth of Christ, was himself an Edomite, and 
partly explains his connection to God’s people. Those who had 
not been part of the covenant people were forcibly circumcised 
(1 Macc 2:46) and those who refused were executed. 

While the story of the Maccabees contains some of the great 
examples of faithfulness and courage in the Holy Scriptures, 
it also stands as a warning to all generations to be on guard 
against the enticements of social and political security, which 
can often comprise the faith of the people. Rather than trust-
ing in God who had given them success, Mattathias’ sons, who 
led the revolutionary efforts after his death, began making al-
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liances with foreign powers, the greatest of which was pagan-
Rome (cf. 1 Macc 8, 12, 14). While the power of the Maccabees 
grew quickly, their alliances with Rome rapidly weakened their 
resolve to establish themselves as an independent power and 
finally grant the freedom for which God’s people had hungered 
for more than 500 years. 

In the year 64 B.C., the Roman general Pompey, while on 
military campaign, encamped in the area of Damascus in Syria 
and was approached by two brothers, Hyracanus II and Aris-
tobolus II (both decendents of the Maccabean dynasty) who 
were vying for power in Jerusalem. Both, bowing down before 
Pompey, begged to be granted the right to rule. When Pom-
pey realized the instability of the situation, he quickly marched 
south to Jerusalem, and laid siege to it. Dr. Warren Carroll, in 
his vivid account of the siege, describe it thus:

“They finally broke in on a Sabbath, killing 12,000 of the 
defenders, who fought right up to the altar of sacrifice itself. 
When at last the carnage ended, Pompey stood facing the mys-
terious black-curtained cube, the Holy of Holies, containing 
he knew not what. ... Pompey walked up to the Holy of Ho-
lies and drew aside the curtain — the first gentile to touch it 
since the profanations of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, 101 years 
before. Within he saw — nothing. The stone tablets of the Ten 
Commandments inscribed in Sinai which had once been there, 
enshrined in the Ark of Covenant, had long since disappeared, 
lost in the Babylonian sack over half a millennium before. In 
all probability Pompey knew nothing of them. Did this strange 
people worship only a void? We do not know what he saw, and 
did not see, in the Temple; but he ordered the sacrifices re-
sumed, confirmed Hyracanus as high priest and ‘ethnarch,’ but 
not king, and prepared for his return to Rome.”

It would be Hyracanus that appointed Herod’s father, An-
tipater, as counselor. Herod, a young man at the time of his 
father’s appointment, murdered both Hyracanus and his own 
father, and then fled to Rome where he was appointed as a 
puppet-king over God’s people. In order to legitimize his claim 

to the throne, Herod married Hyracanus’ granddaughter and 
immediately began making plans for the rebuilding of the tem-
ple in Jerusalem, claiming to be the long-awaited Messiah and 
the new Solomon. Again, Carrol offers a vivid description of 
Herod’s temple:

“The whole structure was a tour de force and must have pre-
sented a most startling appearance, more like a modern sky-
scraper than any known building of antiquity. No expense was 
spared in the materials of the structure or in its decoration. … 
Josephus gives as typical dimensions of a single block 45 by 6 
by 5 cubits. The stone employed was a brilliant white marble; 
Josephus compares the general aspects of the building seen at 
a distance to a mountain covered with snow. The eastern front 
of the Holy Place was likewise plated with gold which reflected 
the rays of the rising sun with dazzling splendor. The great fold-
ing doors of the Holy Place were likewise plated with gold, and 
across them was drawn a magnificent embroidered veil whose 
four colors typified the four elements. Over the doorway hung a 
giant golden vine whose clusters were as large as a man.”

As we conclude this stage of our pilgrimage through salva-
tion history, we can well imagine how frustrated God’s people 
must have been. Instead of the freedom hoped for during so 
many years of occupation, they found themselves again under 
foreign oppression — this time under the empire of Rome. To 
make matters worse, with foreign support, a messianic pre-
tender (an Edomite no less!) was presenting himself as the 
fulfillment of the messianic hopes of the people. When would 
God act? When would he send the true king? When would he 
fulfill his promise to send a “prophet” like Moses (Deut 18:15)? 
When would he fulfill his promise to David that his Son would 
reign forever (2 Sam 7:13)? When would he send the Prophet 
Elias to prepare for the great day of the Lord (Mal 4:5)?

In preparation for our next Bible study together here in the 
pages of Sophia, participants are encouraged to read Matthew 
1 – 3 and John 1, where the answers to all these questions are 
revealed to the people of God.      †

by Fr HezekiAs CArnAzzo
Director of the Office of 

Evangelization and Catechesis



UNESCO Recognizes Byzantine Chant 
as Part of World’s Treasured Heritage

 
Byzantine chant takes its place among 42 other traditions and practices recognized 

by the United Nations as part of the shared intangible patrimony of humanity.
 

By Peter Jesserer Smith  |  World  |  Feb. 5, 2020
 

NEW YORK — On the feast of the Transfiguration in 
1994, then-seminarian Elias Rafaj made the journey to 
visit the monastic village of Ormylia in Greece, home to 
the largest women’s monastery in the Orthodox world. 
He entered into the nearly pitch-black church for Great 
Vespers, greeted by the strong perfume of incense and 
the pinpoints of light from a few lit candles.

Then, a hundred robust voices resounded between the 
stones of the sanctuary amid the darkness as the monas-
tic women prayed in Byzantine chants nearly as old as 
Christianity itself.

“The building vibrated from the intensity of the 
chant,” recalled Fr Elias, today a priest of the Ruthenian 
Byzantine Catholic Church.

“It was probably one of the most overwhelming expe-
riences that I had liturgically,” he said, “and it was that 
chant that made it all the more intense.”

Now, Byzantine chant has been recognized by a United Na-
tions body as part of the “intangible heritage of humanity.”

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (UNESCO) committee met in De-
cember and decided to recognize Byzantine chant, “a liv-
ing art that has existed for more than 2,000 years,” as one 
of 42 traditions and practices that are part of the world’s 
intangible treasures.

The announcement from UNESCO noted this solely 
vocal form of music preserved in the Greek Orthodox 
Church (and shared by other Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches of the Byzantine tradition) is “inextricably linked 
with spiritual life and religious worship,” where “every as-
pect of the tradition serves to spread the sacred message.”

Byzantine chant is an integral part of the Eastern Catho-
lic and Orthodox Churches that developed from Greek-
speaking Christians in the eastern half of the Roman Em-
pire, such as the Melkite Greek-Catholic Church or the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church. Other Eastern Churches 
that sprang from the Church of Constantinople, like the 
Ruthenian and Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Churches, have 
Slavonic chants that owe a great debt to Byzantine chant.

 “This traditional chant is the ancestor of our chant-
ing tradition,” Fr Elias explained, saying it was translated 
into Slavonic and further developed by Slavic Christians.

But Byzantine chant is held in esteem by all Eastern 
Catholic and Orthodox Churches from the Byzantine 
tradition.
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“The chant mimics in a way the unique sound of the angels 
singing,” he said. The chant has a different purpose than popu-
lar music, which is to “help us focus more on the presence of 
God.” The priest said that, when done well, Byzantine chant 
sounds “otherworldly.”

 Intangible Heritage
University of Notre Dame professor Peter Jeffrey, one of the 
world’s leading experts on Byzantine chant, told the Register that 
intangible heritages in themselves “are very fragile.” As crafts, 
practices and artistic traditions that depend on human transmis-
sion, they can otherwise be “very easily changed or forgotten.”

Professor Jeffrey explained that UNESCO’s recognition 
draws people’s attention to the tradition, encouraging them to 
find out about it, but also provides a boost to those trying to 
preserve or share the tradition. This is important in approach-
ing governments and foundations for assistance.

“You can go to them and say, ‘This is a recognized tradition. 
UNESCO has recognized this as part of the world’s cultural 
heritage.’”

Byzantine chant, Jeffrey explained, emerged from multiple 
liturgical centers: first Jerusalem, then Antioch, then Constan-
tinople, and later in places like Mount Athos in Greece.

“In the very early times, there were distinctly different tradi-
tions in these different places,” he said. “But by the year 1000 
or so, they had largely merged into a common repertoire.”

Byzantine chant in principle, he said, is “monophonic, which 
means it’s basically melody without harmony, although, for 
centuries, the custom has been to add a drone.”

The drone note, or “ison” is a low, slow-moving vocal part 
that provides a steady foundation to support the chant melody 
without harmonization. Fr Elias explained that to the chant 
participant the drone gives “an ethereal buzz” to the prayer.

Byzantine chant also comes in eight church modes, similar to 
the much later Gregorian chant.

The chants keep one’s mind “occupied with totally scriptur-
al texts,” Jeffrey explained, adding that the chants that origi-
nate in congregational singing also “set the emotional mood 
for the feast.”

“In Lent they’re very penitential, and in Easter they’re very 
joyful,” he said.

As to the origins of Byzantine chant, Jeffrey said that while 
the Psalms certainly came from the Jewish temple, the chants 
likely originated elsewhere.

“We don’t have melodies from the Jewish temple,” he said. 
“The theory is ancient Greek music was used to teach the Byz-
antine tradition. And so they were sort of adapted to each other.”

Byzantine chant’s melodies were not written down until the 
10th century, so, for approximately 900 years, the chants were an 
“oral tradition” handed down from one generation to another.
By the 10th century, he said, Byzantine chants were liturgically 
organized and notation had developed to indicate the melody.

Jeffrey said the most famous chanted hymn in the Byzantine 
rite is likely Christos Anesti (“Christ Is Risen”), which is sung 
daily from Easter to Pentecost. Translated into English, the 
hymn declares, “Christ is risen from the dead by death, tram-
pling down death, and bestowing life upon those in the tombs.”

 Lifeblood of the Faith
Fr Hezekias Carnazzo, a Melkite Catholic priest and executive 
director of the Institute of Catholic Culture, told the Register 
that Byzantine chant is the “lifeblood” of the Melkite Church, 
which originated in Jerusalem and Antioch, and the other East-
ern Christian Churches that developed in the Greek-speaking 
Roman Empire and is critical to their transmission of the faith.

“Byzantine chant is more than just singing, or just a song or 
a hymn,” he said. “It’s the way that we speak in the Church or 
the way that we communicate with God.”

Fr Hezekias said Byzantine chant is the “foundation of our 
catechesis” in Byzantine churches, where the liturgy is the pri-
mary place for learning the faith.

In the Byzantine tradition, Fr Hezekias explained, the eight 
chant modes are “a constant reminder that we live in the eter-
nal day of the Resurrection.” He explained that the “heart and 
soul” of Byzantine theology is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Adam and Eve were created on the sixth day, and Christ “put 
to death the old Adam” with his crucifixion on the sixth day, 
Friday. His body rested in the tomb on the seventh day, and 
Christ rose on the eighth day.

“The eight tones are patterns by which everything is said,” 
he added.

Notably in Byzantine chant, Fr Hezekias said, no instruments 
are used. While the Western Church came to accept instru-
ments, he said, because Eastern Christians had long memories of 
the gladiatorial games where the drums and pipe organ accom-
panied the slaughter of Christians for public entertainment, they 
avoided the use of instruments in their liturgical celebrations.

Aside from historical considerations, Fr Hezekias said the 
belief in the Resurrection is another theological reason to only 
have voices in Byzantine chant. Instruments are made from dead 
things, he said, and “once Jesus rises from the dead only the living 
human voice is acceptable in giving worship to the living God.”

Eastern Christians in the West have to guard against the 
pressure to neglect Byzantine chant or perceive it as just the 
equivalent of popular hymnody, he said.

Frequent participation in the chant, he said, “engenders in 
the soul a Christian way of life” and makes chant hymns second 
nature to believers.

“It just becomes the normal way we speak,” he said, point-
ing out that his own children on road trips will be “signing the 
hymns of the Church.”

Fr Elias, who is now pastor of St. John Chrysostom Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Houston, which also hosts a Melkite Catho-
lic community comprised in part from families that left Syria, 
said he found UNESCO’s decision “very important.” It comes 
at a time when Christian communities in the Middle East, where 
this chant had its beginnings, face an existential threat.

“It’s almost a reminder to those of us who live in the West, 
who are so far removed from this tragedy of the loss of Chris-
tian presence in the Middle East, that we really should become 
more aware of the history of Christianity,” he said. “We should 
support those churches in their presence there and require the 
leaders of these countries to protect the Christian minorities 
still living where these traditions began.”       †
Peter Jesserer Smith is a Register staff writer
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OPENING DOXOLOGY [“Blessed in the Kingdom...] Mark: 11:10;  
Luke: 22:29-30, Matthew: 28:19; Revelation: 7:12.

THE GREAT LITANY – Philippians: 4:6-7; Psalm 51:1 Luke: 18:13; 
John: 14:27; 1 Timothy: 2:1-2; 1 Hebrews: 13:7; Psalm 109:26;  
Luke: 1:42.

THE FIRST ANTIPHON – [“Bless the Lord, O my soul”]. Selected 
verses from Psalm 103.

THE SECOND ANTIPHON – [“Praise the Lord, O my soul”]. Psalm 103.

THE HYMN TO CHRIST INCARNATE – [“Only- begotten Son...,”].  
John: 1:1, 3:16, 17:5, 19:18; Luke: 1:35; Hebrews: 2:14; Matthew: 8:25.

THE THIRD ANTIPHON – [The Beatitudes] Matthew: 5:3-12.

THE LITTLE ENTRANCE – [“Come let us worship..,] Psalm 95:1-6; 
Revelation: 7:11-12.

THE TRISAGION – [“Holy God, Holy Mighty...,”] Isaiah: 6:1-5;  
Revelation: 8:8.

PROKEIMENON – Psalms 12:7,1; 28:9,1; 29:11,1; 33:22,1; 47:6,1; 
76:11,1; 104:24,1; 118:14,18.

THE EPISTLE – readings change daily, from the Epistles or Acts of the 
Apostles.

THE ALLELULIA – Psalms 113:1; 135:1; 146:1; Revelation: 19: 1-6.

THE GOSPEL – readings change daily. The Sermon – 1 Timothy: 4:13.

THE CHERUBIC HYMN – [“Let us who mystically..”] Colossians: 3:12; 
Pslam 24; Revelations: 19:1-6.

THE GREAT ENTRANCE – Psalm 43:4; Matthew: 5: 23-24;  
Hebrews: 5:1.

THE PEACE – [“Peace be unto all...”]. John: 20: 9,21,26. 1 John 4:7;  
1 Peter: 3:8; Philippians:2-2.

THE EUCHARISTIC CANON – [“Let us stand aright”] Leviticus: 3:1; 
Hebrews: 13:14-15; Hosea: 6:6; Psalm 49:19; Matthew: 9:13;  
Corinthians: 13:14; 2 Timothy: 4:22; Lamentations: 3:41.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER – [“Holy, Holy, Holy...” through the  
Consecration]. Isaiah: 6:3; Mark: 11:10; Matthew: 21:9;  
Corinthians: 11:23-24; Matthew: 26:26-28; John: 6:51; Luke: 22:20; 
Mark: 14: 23-24; Corinthians: 29: 14, 16; Romans: 21:1.

HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS – [“It is truly right...”]. Luke: 1:28, 42, 48.

THE CONCLUDING EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS – 2 Maccabees: 12: 
44-45; 1 Timothy: 2:2; 2 Timothy: 2:15; Romans: 15:6; Titus: 2:13; 
Revelations:22:21

THE LITANY BEFORE THE LORD’S PRAYER - Ephesians: 5:2;  
Philippians: 4:18; 1 Peter: 3:15; Corinthians: 5:10; Ephesians: 4:13; 
Philippians: 2:1.

THE LORD’S PRAYER – Matthew: 6:9-13; Corinthians 29:11.

THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY GIFTS – [“Holy things are for the 
Holy.”] Leviticus: 11:44; Philippians: 2:10-11.

THE COMMUNION HYMN – [“Praise the Lord...”] Psalm 148:1.

THE EUCHARIST – 1 Corinthians: 11:27-29; Matthew: 16:16;  
1 Timothy: 1:15; Mark: 14:45; Luke: 23:42- 43; Isaiah: 6:7;  
1 Timothy: 1:14; James: 4:8; Psalm 118: 26-27; Psalm: 34:8;  
1 Peter: 1:19; John: 6: 32-35, 48-58; Psalm 116:13; Psalm 28:0.

HYMNS AFTER HOLY COMMUNION – [“We have received the true 
Light..”]. John: 1:9; Rev.: 3-14; Psalm 71:8; Chronicles: 16:9;  
Ephesians: 3:9.

LITANY AFTER COMMUNION – Judges 18:6; Colossians: 3:17;  
Mark: 11:9.

PRAYER BEHIND THE AMBO – [“O Lord, who blesses those who...”]. 
Genesis 12:3; Psalm 28:9, Psalm 26.8; Psalm 138:81, 1 Timothy: 2:2; 
James: 1:17.

“Blessed be the name of the Lord, from this time forth and for ever-
more!” Psalm 113:2.

“The blessing of the Lord…”. Psalm 129:8; 2 Corinthians 13:14.

THE DISMISAL – 1 Timothy: 1:1.

The Scripture in 
the Divine Liturgy

— ComPileD by 
V. reV. JoHn J. mAtusiAk of Blessed Memory 
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The city of Aleppo, long known as the industrial 
capital of Syria, with thousands of factories and 
workshops, was reduced to demolished buildings 
and rubble-strewn streets during a bloody siege 

from 2012 to 2016. Hundreds of people were killed, and 
thousands fled the city. Amid Syria’s raging conflict, the 
sisters of the Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary 
continued to serve in the country — seven sisters in Aleppo and 
three in Damascus — despite being granted permission from 
their provincial to leave if they chose. 

For Syrian Sister Annie Demerjian, superior of the order in 
the Middle East, what really touched her was the determination 
of the Jesus and Mary sisters from England, who said, “We will 
not leave” Syria. Sister Annie recognized their commitment as 
a sign of a mission-focused heart. 

In Aleppo, like the people they served, the sisters experienced 
bombings and lack of basic necessities, including water and 
electricity. Students in their school diligently continued studies 
within earshot of sniper fire. In visits to suffering, grieving 
families, Sister Annie encountered a deep faith among people who 
could still say, “Thanks be to God,” despite all they had endured. 

The suffering continues. International sanctions have 
“paralyzed” the life in Syria for ordinary people who face 
economic hardship, Sister Annie says. And there is a great 
need for the healing of hearts and inner wounds of Syrians 
traumatized by the war. 

The Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary was 
founded in Lyon, France, in 1818 by St. Claudine Thévenet, 
canonized by Pope John Paul II in 1993. The order is present in 
28 countries on four continents. Its presence in Syria began in 
1983 and in Lebanon in 1963. 

From the convent of Jesus and Mary in Rabweh, Lebanon, 
where she was visiting from Syria in her role as superior, Sister 
Annie shared with the Register the trials of the war and the need 
for hope and healing for the people of Syria.

 
What did you experience during the war? 
It was very painful days we went through. We [sisters] lived 
exactly what the people experienced: no water, no electricity, no 
basics of daily living. We had bombs many times near us and 
windows broken. We were shivering in the night with no heat; 

it was very cold.
In Aleppo, we continued with our school, but, also, we started 

helping our people, visiting families. 
And people helped each other. I remember we had a friend who 

visited us with one eggplant, one zucchini and one cucumber. 
She said, “My brother bought this for my parents, and we want 
to share with you.” For us, we shared the suffering, but we 
also shared the good together — and, always, we experienced 
what our foundress, St. Claudine Thévenet, used to say, “God 
will provide.” Many things happened during the war, and we 
said, “God is really providing.” We just need to trust him and 
depend on him. 

In 2012 we stopped classes at our school, which is a 20-minute 
drive outside of Aleppo, because snipers were around the 
school. It became very dangerous for the children. So we shared 
a government school, which held classes in the morning; and 
our students attended in the afternoon, from noon to 4:30, to 
at least continue with the main subjects. 

It is amazing how children adapt to the situation. At 4 p.m. 
in the winter, when it was becoming dark, the students would 
take out their flashlights and continue their studies, even the 

 ‘We Need to Do Something 
to Give Hope to Our People in Syria’

 

An interview with Sister Annie Demerjian 
of the Congregation of the Religious of Jesus and Mary

 

Interview By Doreen Abi Raad
Register  .  Beirut, Lebanon

Continued on page 20
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4- and 5-year-old children. You look at them and say, “How 
great they are.” 

One time, I was supervising young people, grades 10 and 11. 
It was exam time. We could hear that snipers had reached the 
alley. I asked the students to move away from the windows. 
Most of them sat on the floor, and they continued writing their 
exams. No panicking, nothing. I was brought to tears, telling 
them, “You are the heroes of our time.” 

Maybe nobody knows how much they endured these days, our 
young people, but really, they gave us a lesson in how to survive. 

Not just in Aleppo, but in some parts of Syria, some schools 
were used for sheltering refugees; others were controlled by 
the rebels for different purposes. There were 1,500 students 
in our school, about 17% Muslim, but during the war the 
enrollment became less and less, until we had less than half. So 
many families left. 

Our school needs time to be repaired from the bombs. Of 
course we lost lots of good teachers because they fled the area. 
We believe education is one of the important things to rebuild 
the minds and the hearts, the way of thinking.

 
What was the level of people’s faith in Syria? 
What touched me a lot, when we went to visit people, they would 
continue to say, “Thanks be to God.” For me, it’s a big message, 
how they persevere, how they are determined to continue in 
spite of everything — how they are carrying this suffering with 
a “Thanks be to God.” Some people would ask, “Why, God?” 
and that’s normal with a great suffering, especially those who 
lost their children, or members of their families. 

Many people still went to the churches, even when there was 
bombing. Sometimes a church had been hit many times, and 
we would think, nobody will come to the church. The next 
day, you would find people going there to pray, despite the 
damage. We have so many different churches in Aleppo: Latin 
[Rite], Maronite Catholic, Greek Catholic, Syriac Catholic, 
Armenian Catholic, Chaldean Catholic, Armenian Orthodox, 
Syriac Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, evangelical. 

I consider Aleppo to be well-known for lots of activities in the 
Church, so full of life, with people active with all kinds of missions 
and group meetings, catechism, scout groups. That didn’t really 
stop, but it wasn’t like it was before. All the churches did their 
best during the war. It was amazing how they continued. 

There was, and is, a big collaboration among the churches: a 
great example of ecumenism. 

Some churches that were near the conflict areas were 
completely damaged. Some churches were damaged greatly 
from the bombs and shells, but now they are repaired, and life 
came back to the church.

 
What effect did the war have on the Christian population? 
What I know is that Christians in Aleppo numbered 150,000 
to 200,000 before the war, and that number has been reduced 

to about 32,000. 
Every time you say goodbye to a family, it’s not easy. They left 

their history, they left their belongings, their land, their house, 
their relatives, memories, friends. Some left their mothers and 
fathers, who sacrificed and told their children, “Go. Don’t 
worry about us.” 

Some could go, some could not, so they just encouraged 
their children to leave, to find a safe place either inside Syria 
or abroad.

How is the situation now, in terms of security? 
For most of the places in Syria, concerning security, it’s much 
better. In some parts, there are still conflicts going on between 
our army and the rebels, in the north and northeast. 

Before the war, we lived a very peaceful life in Syria. People 
lived side by side as brothers and sisters. We never questioned 
whether someone was Muslim or Christian. We knew them 
as our neighbors. During our Christian feasts they would visit 
us, and we would do the same [for their feasts]. We were living 
together in a really peaceful way. This concept of [categorizing 
as] Muslim, Christian, Shia, Sunni — I never experienced 
that before, not until during the war. It’s very painful. We are 
human in the end. We believe in one God. 

In the rebel-controlled places it was very hard for the 
Christians to live with the Muslims, not because our brothers 
do not want to live together, but the life was affected by the 
rebels who imposed certain criteria or mindsets. There was a 
family who lived in Raqqa, Syria, which was controlled by ISIS. 
This Christian man needed the help of a Muslim. The person 
who was managing ISIS said to the Muslim, “You must not 
help; he’s a kafar [infidel].” The [Muslim] man replied, “He’s 
our neighbor.” But he was told by the ISIS official that he must 
not help the Christian. This Christian family had been paying 
the jizya [a tax imposed on all non-Muslims]. The next year, 
they couldn’t pay the jizya, and the [Christian] man was beaten 
and treated very badly. Later on, he found a way to run away 
with his family to Aleppo.

In some parts controlled by the rebels, the Christians are 
living in a bad situation. In other parts, we are living together 
in peace. 

Really, it’s a pity what happened to Syria. We had our freedom. 
Churches are free to celebrate. Scouts [youth groups who are 
typically affiliated with a church] go out on the streets for certain 
feasts. We never felt that there was no freedom to practice our faith.

 What are the needs now? There is so much suffering. 
Now, with the economic crisis, people are saying, during the 

war we were able to eat a little bit. Now it’s very hard times for 
us. The [international] sanctions, which are imposed on Syria, 
affect the ordinary people. The sanctions paralyzed the life of 
Syria. Everything.  

In Aleppo, more than 200 factories were destroyed during the 

We Need to Do Something Continued from page 19
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war. Restoring them and getting them to function needs years. 
Thousands of people are without jobs. The lack of electricity, 
lack of income has affected people terribly. For those who work, 
the income is not enough for an ordinary family to live in dignity. 
And everything has become more expensive. A great majority of 
people who stayed in Aleppo are elderly and have no income. 

Things are so heavy on the people. I always think about the 
West, and how they speak of human rights and human dignity, 
and at the same time they are imposing sanctions on us. What 
are they doing? Why do they want to harm the people of Syria? 
The sanctions, let us be honest, it’s the ordinary people who are 
suffering from it. 

Can you imagine, if someone will interfere in your country? 
If they don’t accept it [interference] to their country, how will 
we accept it to our country? And many are interfering. We 
need to do something. 

So I always pray for the leaders in the West that the Lord 
will give them the wisdom to be a real instrument for peace in 
Syria, and not just in Syria but the whole world. 

 
What can Christians in the West do? 
First of all, when I’m talking about the West, I’m referring to 
government leaders.

I’ve met many people in the West who are concerned about 
their brothers and sisters, really, who are thoughtful about us. 
Without them, I don’t know what would happen to our people 
in Syria. That, for me, is a great thing, to think about our 
brothers and sisters all over the world praying, helping with 
all kinds of needs. Sometimes a message helps; sometimes a 
prayer. And sometimes they help financially. 

What always comes to my mind is St. Paul, when he says: “If 
one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it.” 
We can’t just say, “It has nothing to do with me, miles away.” 
No. Disease can go all over the Body of Christ. So we need to 
be careful. 

I want to thank all the people who, with good hearts, try 
to help and those who are carrying us with prayers. Most 
importantly, at least we know someone is praying for us and is 
concerned about us.

 
How did you keep your strength 
during the trying times of the war? 
I don’t know how many times I’ve been asked this question. 
Two things helped us together as sisters: prayer and being 
together, helping each other, standing by each other — that’s a 
very strong point. 

I remember when the times were very, very hard in Aleppo 
and there was no electricity. Okay, you get used to that. We 
have just one and a half hours a day of electricity. 

We used to wake up at 6 a.m., going to the chapel, a candle 
in our hand and the [Divine] Office in another hand, and we 
continued. Life means to continue. 

During the night when there were big bombs we would 
come out of our rooms and go to a safe room. Sometimes we 
would just sit together and pray, sometimes each one praying 
in silence. I always recalled this image, when Jesus was on the 
cross, saying, “Why have you forsaken me?” I always think, in 

God’s silence, he’s suffering for us and suffering with us. God 
is here with us.

 
What is needed for healing among the Syrian people? 
I always describe our people as like a person who has had a massive 
operation. Healing always needs time. To heal their memory, their 
heart, their wounds, it’s not easy. Of course we need lots of work 
in trauma healing, psychological support, especially for those who 
have experienced great trauma — women, children and men. 

They need accompaniment, someone to listen to them, to be 
there. The spiritual help, prayer, really does a good job to heal 
the wounds of a person. 

We, the Sisters of Jesus and Mary, recently had different 
courses in different parts of Syria. 

In Damascus, we opened the Blessed Dina Bélanger Center 
[named for the Jesus and Mary sister who was beatified in 
1993], offering healing through music and art for children. We 
have hundreds of children coming to this center. We believe 
this is one way we can help our children to take all the tension, 
the memories, of what they heard these past 10 years. They 
heard the sounds of rockets, bombs, and now we want them to 
really hear music, which can heal their hearts and souls. 

We also have the Hope Center in Damascus, in which we 
try to reach women and young people; we try to support them 
with health-care awareness and psychological care. Through 
the Hope Center, we also help them find jobs. 

In Aleppo we have young people who also established a 
Hope Center. They are trying to help the community find jobs. 
About 18 young people at the Hope Center in Aleppo have 
decided to stay. They are doing really amazing work. More than 
200 families have found jobs in the past two years. They have 
also established a somewhat comfortable space for university 
students to study, with electricity and heating. And we have 
opened another center to help young people after university 
to develop their personal skills and [offer assistance on] how to 
find a job. In Aleppo, we try to help with a small jeans factory, 
with more than 17 young people working there. 

This is the way the hope is coming: like a puzzle, each one 
putting a piece of this beautiful picture to build again the wide 
picture of Syria. We need to do something to give hope to our 
people. To make them feel that there is a future, that we can 
build our country. 

If we go back to St. Claudine Thévenet, our foundress, she 
lived during the French Revolution; and our time is similar 
to her time, with the suffering, the killing and destroying of 
the life and dignity of the people. She saw her two brothers 
killed. Just before they died, they sent a message to her saying, 
“Gladly forgive as we are forgiven.” 

That’s what we need today: reconciliation, healing and 
forgiveness; for people to know that God is love, God is mercy, 
God is forgiveness.

 
How can people help financially? 
We work a lot with Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) and other 
organizations, such as L’Œuvre d’Orient in France and Caritas, 
as well as other organizations working in Syria. So they can 
contact these organizations. ACN in particular is well-known. †
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Biblical tradition claims Moses walked across Jordan, 
from the Red Sea in the south all the way to the north 
to Mount Nebo on his way to the Promised Land. 
In fact, from the sandy beaches of Aqaba, by the Red 

Sea, one can see Egypt. It is difficult not to have the impression 
one is following the trail Moses himself blazed while one walks 
around the city.

Moses is a constant presence in Jordan, just like Elijah, John 
the Baptist, and Jesus. For instance, the nearest town to the an-
cient Nabatean city of Petra is called Wadi Mousa, “the Valley 
of Moses,” also known as “the Guardian of Petra.” Tradition 
says that as Moses walked through this valley, he struck water 
from the rock at the place now called Ain Mousa, “the well of 
Moses.” It is from this very same spring the Nabateans would 
draw water, through a clay aqueduct that is still very much 
there, all the way to Petra (the biblical “Sela”). This town is also 
said to be the burial place of Moses’ brother, Aaron. His tomb, 
local guides claim, can be found nearby, atop Mount Hor.

Of course, what neither Moses nor Aaron nor any other pil-
grim ever dreamed of doing was riding on a jeep across the 
magnificent Wadi Rum desert during sunset, discovering an-

cient petroglyphs. Contemplating the stars (and the Milky 
Way) while drinking tea in this magnificent desert in the mid-
dle of the night, enjoying the proverbial hospitality of the Bed-
ouins, certainly makes one remember the promise God made 
to Abraham: “I will multiply your descendants beyond number, 
like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore.” Here, in 
Jordan, all these biblical references come alive.

The many different paths one can find oneself touring 
in Jordan are all either covered with a biblical patina or are 
bursting with religious meaning. One is constantly wandering 
around the same landscapes Moses, Aaron, Elijah, the Baptist, 
and Jesus went over. In fact, one can easily go from the birth-
place of Prophet Elijah, Tel Mar Elias, where pilgrims from 
the three Abrahamic religions tie red ribbons to an oak tree, 
paying homage to the prophet who also walked this path all 
the way to Mount Carmel. It is no wonder the “Jordan Trail” 
is considered the Holy Land-based equivalent of the Camino 
de Santiago. Check out aleteia.org/slideshow/top-ten-biblical-des-
tinations-in-jordan-in-images to discover 10 of the most beauti-
ful, interesting, and exciting destinations Jordan can offer the 
visitor.           †

Top 10 biblical 
destinations 
in Jordan
From Petra to Mount Nebo, Jordanian proverbial 
hospitality and its rich history make this country a 
perfect pilgrimage and adventure destination.

By Daniel Esparza  |  Aleteia.org

The Jordan River
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Everyone is getting “stir crazy” about having to stay 
isolated in the house, wearing a mask when going out, 
staying 6 ft. clear of anyone else, multiple washing of 
the hands, etc. Rightly so because limits and boundar-

ies are being placed on people for safety. People are still getting 
tired with everyday issues; now it’s compounded with more seri-
ous, contractable illnesses and rising multiple deaths. 

Even your priests are feeling it. A whole new and unfathom-
able style of ministry now exists for us with closed churches, 
live streaming Liturgies, recorded video messages, outdoor 
social distanced “drive-thru” confessions, etc. Our normal 
approach to our people has been greatly affected. Our deal-
ings with them have been narrowed to emails and social me-
dia variations. This is not the kind of priesthood we imagined 
would ever be our lot while we were in the seminary and then 
later enjoying being “other Christs” to His people under nor-
mal circumstances. This is not the understanding of the Call to 
which we responded. 

Formulating this sharing brought to mind a few things. First, 
I recalled Pope Francis’ exhortation to clergy around the world 

to be “shepherds living with the smell of the sheep.”  That may 
have been easy to some time back, but not now. Now, clergy 
aren’t anywhere close to the pastures. No longer do we see our 
people on a weekly basis. No longer are we able to be free to 
visit, have public Liturgies, baptisms, weddings and funerals. 
What a change! 

Second, I remembered a story told by the late Bishop Igna-
tius Ghattas of blessed memory. As many of us have no farming 
experience, he shared what the shepherds of the Near East do 
when they take their sheep out to graze. He said that they carry 
bags of sharp stones with them. They go around and look for 
holes where snakes hide and they push the sharp stones into 
the holes. Normally, sheep will bend their necks to get at the 
grass. The snakes wait and would carefully come up and dart at 

the necks. Shepherds love their sheep and 
will try to protect them at any cost.

Today, your priests, your shepherds aren’t 
allowed to be near you. Your shepherds 
can’t be close to you to help you as they 
did before. Your shepherds throughout our 
Melkite parishes have been contained, just 
like you, in their rectories. This Covid 19 
virus has curtailed the work of shepherds 
with their sheep. (If we think about it, the 
virus doesn’t deserve the name of “corona”, 
coming from Latin, meaning crown. For 
us Christians, the crown belongs to both 
Christ and His Mother. They are both the victorious ones: Christ 
conquering death and the Theotokos depicted as stepping on 
evil.)  One day, victory will be theirs in this matter and we will 
share in it! We have to believe that this virus will not win.

The shepherd, once close among you, can only do what he 
has been allowed to do under these present and stressful cir-
cumstances. However, as a real shepherd loves his sheep, so 

too do your priest-shepherds love you. The virus does not stop 
what he was called to do. Your priest-shepherds still pray for 
you, and maybe more so now, and from afar, direct, console, 
hopefully inspire and still try to lead you to God. Just like you, 
your priest-shepherds long for the day when our churches find 
it really safe to re-open in the different areas of our country. We 
long for the day when we learn a new and safe way of embracing 
our beloved flocks that have been entrusted to us. Your priest-
shepherds yearn for the day when we can too, like the Good 
Shepherd, Christ Himself, can carry all of you to the kingdom. 
My brothers and sisters: pray for your priest-shepherds, en-
courage them, feel their pain, let them know that you miss them 
as they miss you. One day, we will be together in these earthly 
pastures around the Eparchy on our way to the Kingdom.       †

Archimandrite
John Azar
Director of the 
Office of Vocations

        How Can We 

OUR SHEEP?

        How Can We 

OUR SHEEP?
SmellSmell
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It is St Corona (St. Kron or St. Kronpeth)- protector of those suf-
fering from diseases and other epidemics. We have the opportu-
nity to be reminded of the existence and significance of this saint 
by the Archieratic Commissioner of Bavaria, Protopresbyter of 

the Ecumenical Throne, Fr. Apostolos Malamousis, who, speaking to 
“Orthodoxi Alithia” (Orthodox Truth), states, among other things, 
that the church of Saint Corona is in the town of Arget, 35 km from 
the city of Munich.

St Corona lived in Italy, in the middle of the 2nd century AD. She 
was the wife of a military man during the reign of Emperor Antoninus. 
When her husband died in 160 AD, she herself became a widow.

She was present at the martyrdom of St Victor, whom she even 
urged and encouraged not to be discouraged and to endure his mar-
tyrdom with courage until the end. This angered the pagans, who or-
dered her arrest immediately. Then they led her before Antoninus and 
after confessing her unwavering faith in Christ there, they took her to 
the place of her violent murder.

Her torturers tied her hands to the tops of two palm trees that had 
been bent to the ground. The martyr’s body was then torn apart when 
the trees were set loose to snap back into standing.

Her memory is celebrated in the Orthodox Church on Nov. 11, 
while her celebration has been established by the Catholics too. In 
many cities in Bavaria and Austria there have been churches and cha-
pels in honor of St Corona since the 14th century AD.

The church of St Corona is located in the city of Arget. In 1599 
a Bavarian couple found in the field, where the small church is now 
built, a wooden icon of St Corona, which they carried to their home. 
However, this icon returned on its own to the field where it was 
found. This event was the reason for the construction of a small church in that place, in 1648, in honor of the Saint, Fr. Apos-
tolos highlights.

“In 1807 the church was demolished and its stones were used to build a pigsty, but it did not prosper. So, the owner decided to 
demolish the pigsty and returned the stones, to rebuild anew the church in 1820.

It has since been renovated several times and the most recent is that of 1986, at the expense of the Bavarian State, due to its 
designation as a protected monument. In the recess, on the outside of the east wall, there is the following text in Gothic script. 
loosely translated can be as follows: “Tired hiker, stand still, rest here in Saint Corona. If you have sorrows and sufferings, pray 
reverently to her.”

The alarming spread of the coronavirus in the Bavarian region was the reason why the clerics of the Holy Metropolis of Germa-
ny in Munich, Protopresbyter Apostolos Malamousis and Protopresbyter George Vletsis, took the decision to go to the church of 
Saint Corona at the end of March. In that simple and devotional space, they performed a holy prayer for the health and salvation 
of the people, who are suffering from this modern deadly plague and for the rapid disappearance of the coronavirus epidemic.   †

Saint Corona, painted by Paschalis Dougalis. (Photo: Paschalis Dougalis)

WHO IS SAINT CORONA 
The patroness saint of protection 
against diseases and epidemics

The march of the pandemic revived a forgotten – by most people in 
Greece and the rest of the West today – figure of the ecclesiastical Orthodox life.

May 13, 2020 | Orthodox Times
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 about the Letter to the Romans
By Abouna Yacoub

See how much you and yours know about your faith and traditions by completing this quiz. You can find the correct  
answers on the bottom of the opposite page. In this issue, Abouna Yacoub comes up with twenty questions about  
St Paul’s Letter to the Romans.

1. In what season of the Church year do we mainly 
read the Letter to the Romans? 
A. The Sundays after Pentecost. 
B. The Sundays after the Holy Cross. 
C. The Sundays of Great Lent.  
D. The Sundays after Pascha.

2. Where in the Bible will you find the Letter to  
the Romans? 
A. The Old Testament 
B. After the Acts of the Apostles 
C. After the Letter to the Galatians 
D. Before the Book of Revelation

3. In chapter five, St Paul says that we are justified  
by what? 
A. Faith 
B. The blood of Jesus 
C. Both of these 
D. Neither of these

4. St Paul says in Romans 5:5 that “God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts” by what? 
A. God the Father 
B. Prayer and fasting 
C. Our good works 
D. The Holy Spirit

5. The well-known phrase “the wages of sin” comes 
from Romans 6:23. What is “the wages of sin”? 
A. Eternal life 
B. Judgement 
C. Death 
D. Eternal punishment

6. Romans 6:3 says, “All of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his ________.” 
A. Life 
B. Resurrection 
C. Death 
D. Kingdom

7. St Paul says in Romans 8:14 that “All who are led by 
the Spirit of God are ________ of God.”  
A. Servants 
B. Children 
C. Angels 
D. Brothers and sisters

8. True or false? In Romans 8:18 St Paul says, “I 
consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory that is about to 
be revealed to us.”  
A. True 
B. False

TWENTY 
QUESTIONS
TWENTY 
QUESTIONS



9. According to Romans 8:39, will anything in creation 
“be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord”? 
A. Yes 
B. No

10. Which of these titles does St Paul call himself? 
A. A servant of Jesus Christ 
B. An apostle to the Gentiles 
C. A debtor to Greeks and barbarians 
D. All of the above

11. In chapter 12, St Paul lists gifts that people have 
“according to the grace given us.” Which of these is 
not one of those gifts? 
A. Singing 
B. Generosity 
C. Prophecy 
D. Teaching

12. Romans 13:12 tells us to “lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the ________ of light.” 
A. Accomplishments 
B. Achievements 
C. Armor 
D. Assistance

13. In Romans 12:5, St Paul teaches that “We, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we 
are members of ______________.” 
A. God 
B. A community 
C. The Church 
D. One another

14. According to Romans 13:9, what does “Love your 
neighbor as yourself” sum up? 
A. The commandments 
B. The Law 
C. The teachings of Christ 
D. The Scriptures

15. According to Romans 14:1, why should we 
“welcome those who are weak in faith”? 
A. To show them their errors 
B. To argue about their opinions 
C. Not to quarrel over opinions 
D. Not to encourage their false beliefs

16. St Paul says in Romans 14:8 that “If we live, we live 
to ______, and if we die, we die to ______; so then, 
whether we live or die, we belong to ______.” 
A. God 
B. The Lord 
C. The world 
D. The Spirit

17. According to Romans 15:2, why must each of us 
“please our neighbor”? 
A. To make them happy 
B. To keep the peace 
C. For the sake of the Church 
D. To build up our neighbor

18. Which of these places is not named in chapter 15 of 
the Letter to the Romans? 
A. Rome 
B. Jerusalem 
C. Spain 
D. Macedonia

19. In Romans 16:16, St Paul admonishes us to greet 
each other with what? 
A. A hug 
B. A firm handshake 
C. A kind word 
D. A holy kiss

20. Who was Phoebe, mentioned in chapter 16? 
A. St Paul’s sister 
B. A deaconess of the church at Cenchreae 
C. Timothy’s mother 
D. A wealthy lady in Rome
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1. A

2. B

3. C

4. D

5. C

6. C

7. B

8. A

9. B

10. D

11. A

12. C

13. D

14. A

15. C

16. B

17. D

18. A

19. D

20. B

ANSWERS
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A few days ago I went to look 
through the works of St. Au-
gustine to satisfy my curios-
ity about a particular question. 

I wanted to see if and how he had talked 
  about regional epidemics (in the course 
of his life there were no pandemics), since 
it had never occurred to me to study the 
subject. I was surprised, but not too much 
so, to see how in his work (in Latin) the 
words virus, morbus, contagio and pestis 
almost never refer to clinical phenomena, 
but nearly always to heresies—that is to 
say, doctrinal aberrations (and sometimes 
even to disciplinary deviations).

Worldliness, a subtle plague …
In previous centuries, Christians sought 
to protect themselves from the “plague” 
of paganism. Augustine was born in 354, 
after Christianity had become legal, so the 
persecutions of the Roman Empire against 
Christians were for him an object of aca-
demic study, not of direct experience. Pa-
ganism was waning.

An “epidemic” of a different kind still 
arose, however—many, actually. First of 
all, there were heresies (and as with here-
sies, there were plenty of options to choose 
from), but also and especially there was an 
epidemic of secularization, which invaded 
all the Christian communities with the end 
of the persecutions. Being Christian was 
no longer inconvenient; on the contrary, it 
was beginning to be an advantage for ca-
reer purposes. If in daily life one did not 
live coherently with the profession of faith, 
it mattered little, since more or less every-
one lived the same way.

This was intolerable for many who, to 
escape this plague, gave life to the first 
forms of Christian monastic experience: St. 
Anthony the Great, whose life was told by 
Athanasius, and then Pachomius and many 
others. Secularization, however, was inexo-
rable and did not spare monasteries, either. 
Precisely because of their reputation for 
holiness, monks were immediately called 
to play important pastoral roles (they were 
made bishops or even patriarchs), and this 
meant that many entered the monastery 
motivated by career ambitions. The most 
severe and austere among the monks react-
ed by seeking ever more intense forms of 
penance, forms sometimes so extreme that 
the Church remained doubtful for some 
time as to how to judge them. There were 

those who scourged themselves, those who 
fasted for long periods of time, those who 
hid in inaccessible hermitages … and even 
those who took refuge on top of columns!

This was the idea that Simeon had, for 
example. He was born when Augustine—
from a completely different part of the 
world—was 35 years old, led a cenobitic 
monastic life, and was about to be ordained 
a priest (the following year). Simeon was 
the son of Martha, a very pious woman 
(also a saint). He entered a monastery 
when he was still an adolescent. He was so 
austere in his penances (he was one of the 
first to make himself a hair shirt), that he 
embarrassed the monks—who were neither 
bad nor indolent (they ate only once every 
three days!), but who were sworn to ἐσυχία, 
that is to say, to tranquility of the soul—and 
he was removed from the monastery.

Simeon then intensified his penitential 
practices, spending all of Lent for the first 
time in one long fast (he was found un-
conscious at Easter and a step away from 
death: they revived him and gave him com-
munion). He then went to take shelter on 
the mountain known today as Sheik Bara-
kat, and since his reputation for holiness 
attracted large crowds of people, he looked 
for places where he could stay in peace (and 
safe from the contagion of worldliness!) 
for as long as possible. Eventually, he came 
up with the idea of climbing to the top of 
a large pillar, about four meters (13 feet) 
high. The icons depict him simply sitting 
at the top of the column, as if he were the 
capital of the pillar; contemporary sources 
tell us instead that a very small platform (a 
few square yards in area) was placed on top 
of the column.

Simeon descended several times from 
the column, but often only to climb an 
even higher one—from the top of which, 
however, every afternoon he agreed to 
meet the people who came to consult him 
(excluding women, lest he be tempted). 
There, he feared the mundane contagion 
could be irresistible, even for a man whose 
sensuality could be assumed to have been 
tamed by decades of fasting and exposure 
to the weather. “If we are worthy,” he is 
said to have told his mother, who had asked 
to see him (and who accepted the answer), 
“we will see each other in the next life.”

Around the column, a group of devotees 
gathered and dedicated themselves to as-
sisting the stylite (from the Greek for per-

You think 
you’re 

bored at 
home? 

St. Simeon Stylites
 lived on top of a 

column for 37 years

Giovanni Marcotullio 
Mar 27, 2020
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son on a pillar), who was not so far away from the events of or-
dinary folks, despite being perched 15 yards above them (that 
was the height of the last column he inhabited in his lifetime). 
Emperors, and saints at least as far away as Paris, knew of his 
fame and were eager for his advice.

After 37 years of living on a pillar, Simeon died in 459, inau-
gurating (like any self-respecting influencer) an ecclesial life-
style to escape the contagion of worldliness in even its mildest 

and most “venial” forms. It was adopted not only by “Simeon 
the Younger,” who also bore the same name as the proto-sty-
lite, but by many others who followed his extreme Christian 
lifestyle, for a full century.

In short, Simeon is someone to know in these days of forced 
quarantine that to some people seem too long. “To keep one-
self unstained by the world” (James 1:27) is a good hygienic 
rule, and not only in times of medical epidemics.     †

Ministry at Our Lady of Redemption Parish during 
the COVID-19 pandemic
During these hard times and devastation inflicted upon the world by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Our Lady of Redemption Melkite Parish in Warren, Mich., un-
fortunately found itself (as did the entire United States) forced to close the physical 
church and ask the parishioners to pray from home. The Divine Liturgy for Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Pascha was live-streamed with the pastor, deacons and few 
volunteers via Facebook and YouTube.

On Sunday, April 12, in response to our religious education students’ request, 
Abouna Michel Cheble offered a drive-through Pascha blessing. Parishioners 
drove up to the circular drive at the entrance to the church as they remained in 
their vehicles. We exchanged Pascha greetings as Abouna Michel made the sign of 
the cross, blessing families and splashing holy water unto the occupants.

Zoom became our friend: Members of the Ladies Society shared prayers as 
they met on Zoom every Monday, following education classes which were con-
ducted online and via email for the children and their parents. Prayer chains 
were offered for the sick and the infected by the coronavirus in hopes of quick 
recovery. The Knights of Columbus conducted its meetings on Zoom, as did 
the teen club every Sunday using Zoom as the conduit for spiritual and social 
evening meetings.

The Ladies Social and Charity committees made masks, OLR do-
nors provided meals (175) and offered both masks and meals to the 
front-line workers, nurses and others at three local hospitals. They also 
provided gift cards for groceries and medicine to elderly members of 
the church and to needy families and refugee families. 

In addition to live-streaming the Liturgy on Sundays, the clergy 
continued to provide communion and anointing of the sick to those 
who requested it.

Our parish is blessed to have deacons David Herr and Rick Trabulsy 
and so many volunteers to help with the Church’s activities and duties.

Through it all, Our Lord, Jesus, is always among us, blessing our 
community with His love, passion and healing.

“Zooming” 
around the Eparchy

Continued on page 34
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Serving the Community of 
St John of the Desert
During the Pandemic
By Archpriest Peter Boutros
Pastor  |  Phoenix, AZ

“We are all in the same boat!” How many times have we heard 
this sentence in the past month or so!? The question is: “Why 
aren’t we waking up the Master to calm the sea?”

Well, as for so many people this new way of life is something 
we could never even dream about. More like a nightmare than 
a dream I would have to say!

Living during these difficult times makes the weakness of our 
hope and faith and love bubble up to the surface. Dealing with 
just how we can do what we have been doing for the last 50 
years is not enough! We need to wake up the Master and trust 
Him to save us. Everything we have been doing should be in-
spected and modified to get closer to the way the Lord wants it.

For the Divine Liturgy and all our prayers during Lent, it 
was simple as we have been live-streaming for the past two-
three years. No change there. The difference was doing it in 
an empty Church. I could have never fathomed telling the 
congregation to “stay home, don’t come to church”. Another 
weird situation was presenting a homily to an empty church. 
No reaction or eye contact is just deafening! So, we thought 
of meeting and chatting and feeling each other’s presence even 
through miles apart, can only help make our prayers collab-
orative and encourage participation. So, we keep in touch by 
phone with the parishioners and through Zoom we are “Meet-
ing with Abouna” every day for one hour.

At the beginning it was a slow start, but it seems that slow-
ly, but surely, we see one or two new faces joining the group. 
Sometimes the children come to look curiously at our faces 
and throwing a quick “Hi!” We found these meetings to be 
beneficial for us to share our frustrations and comfort our lack 
of Faith, Hope and Love!

Another thing that we have offered to the parishioners was 
to hear confessions in an open-air space, keeping our distance. 
So far since most of our people went to confession before Pas-
cha, I did not get any request. One of our parishioners, who 
does not drive, requested a confession over the phone and I 
drove to the house and gave the absolution from outside.

Our website and Facebook are kept updated and up to the 
minute to keep everyone in our parish and all our friends in-
formed. Deacon Marion, Deacon Zyad and I are available to 
anyone by phone or email. Indeed, we are all in the same boat 
and it is quite a difficult time that we are experiencing. The sea 
in our hearts is raging and our weaknesses are showing. Let us 
wake up the Master and ask Him to calm our anxiety and give 
us the gifts of Faith, Hope and Love.

Holy Transfiguration 
finds ways to Continue 
Their Lenten Journey
By the Sunday School Families

Our Holy Transfiguration Sunday School families in McLean, 
Va., found ways to live out the remainder of their lenten 
journey with continued commitment honoring our theologi-
cal and cultural traditions. Our students showed their spirit 
– creating and decorating tombs for the Epitaphios on Great 
Friday; dressing up 
and participating in 
services while live-
streaming the service 
from home; our little 
myrrh-bearing wom-
en dressing up and 
carrying their baskets 
of rose petals process-
ing outside; social dis-
tancing while watch-
ing services outside; 
coloring eggs; leaving 
Pascha baskets at the 
front door after the 
Hajmat service. He is 
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not here, He is Risen! And 
so we continue to love and 
worship Him – in spite of 
Covid-19! And until we 
can safely worship togeth-
er again we remain united 
in love and prayer!

Ministry in a Time of Pandemic
at St Andrew/St Paul
By the Rt. Rev. Alexei  Smith
El Segundo. CA

Cognizant of our state and local government and Health De-
partment directives that public gatherings be limited to ten peo-
ple, yet wishing to provide for the Spiritual welfare of our pa-
rishioners, priests of our Eparchy have developed several unique 
ways of ministering to their flocks.  This is what I am doing.

Although I am technologically handicapped, I have of late 
participated in several Zoom conferences in my capacity as 
Ecumenical and Inter-religious Officer for the Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles. When I received an emailed-copy of the Typica 

Service from our Eparchy which we were invited to encourage 
our parishioners to pray in lieu of attending the Divine Lit-
urgy,  I wondered if the members of Saint Paul Melkite Mis-
sion could pray this together on Sunday mornings via Zoom.   
I contacted one of them – whom I knew was familiar with such 
technology – and asked him if he thought it would be possi-
ble.  His immediate answer: Sure!!! He agreed to host a Zoom 
meeting for our Mission Sunday mornings at our usual time 
for the Divine Liturgy, and  I emailed each household a copy 
of the Typica Service. We successfully prayed  that Service to-
gether for two Sundays, and then on Palm Sunday we tried 
Liturgy via Zoom, and it worked well!  As did the Lamenta-
tions Service on Great and Holy Friday!  Pascha presented 
a different challenge:  the internet connection at the church 
was not good, and shortly after the homily we lost video, but 
maintained audio: the parishioners could not see me, but could 
hear me, and all remained online until the conclusion of the 
Liturgy!  In order for the parishioners to participate in these 
Services, I obtained pdf files of the services from our Cathedral 
in Boston and shared those files with each household. We will 
continue to worship via Zoom for the foreseeable future.

I also serve a Russian Greek Catholic Parish. There, thanks to 
the technological knowledge and efforts of a young man and a 
couple of cantors and altar servers who agreed to physically come 
to the church for Services, observing all the required social dis-
tancing, we are able to live stream Services each week, averaging 
thousands of viewers all over the world!  That congregation will 
continue to worship via livestreaming for the foreseeable future.

Sadly, there was a death in our community, and due to the 
virus, no public funeral was allowed. There could only be a 
cryptside service at the cemetery, and only the widow and her 
nephew and her two brothers and I were allowed to attend.   
They were not allowed to leave their cars, so I conducted the 
Service standing on the road  between their two cars with the 
casket on the sidewalk in front of the mausoleum. At the con-
clusion of the Service, the family was not allowed to go to the 
actual crypt which could not be seen from the street, but I 
volunteered to go with the casket and witness the entombment 
for them, for which they were extremely grateful.

For many years now I have served as president of the only 
charitable organization in the City of El Segundo. It is a real 
community effort, with most of the churches, service clubs, 
major industries, and residents pooling their efforts to assist 
those in need in our city. The other day while out walking, an 
elderly woman stopped me and asked if, during this pandemic, 
we were still able to assist people in need.  I assured her that we 
were, but had to amend our methods of distributing food and 
financial assistance:  most of our volunteers are over 70 years of 
age and thus should not be leaving their homes or be in close 
proximity with other people, so younger volunteers had to be 
enlisted.  She responded that she would like to help and that 
she would send me something to “aid the cause.” Two days 
later I received a check in the mail from her for $1000.00!!!!

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” [John 1.5].

Continued on page 36
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Saint Anne Cathedral in 
North Hollywood, CA 
Gather in a “New” Way
By The St. Anne Educational Team 

The Melkites of North Holly-
wood, CA have always looked 
at St. Anne Cathedral to be 
their spiritual home. A place 
were generations of Melkites 
have gathered to worship. 
Today, we gather in a “new” 
world separated physically 
from our church, our com-
munity, and our loved ones 
by a common and silent en-
emy, known as COVID-19. 

The stay-at-home orders be-
gan in Los Angeles on March 19, right in the middle of Great 
Lent. The novel corona virus may have changed our plans, 
but it didn’t break us. Guided by the Holy Spirit and our love 
for their community, the parishioners of St. Anne quickly em-
braced modern technology and an innovative spirit to make 
Pascha 2020 ground-breaking. Here are a few ways we stayed 
connected and celebrated together. 

Facebook Live Liturgies –Since day one, our clergy (with the 
help of technologically savvy parishioners) held a PAC meet-
ing to discuss critical decisions, and to turn to Facebook Live 
to live stream each liturgy. The community began to look for-
ward to this new spiritual experience, turning our homes into 
our domestic churches. Our clergy even developed helpful ar-
ticles, in the weekly e-bulletin, entitled “How your Church is 
coming to you. How to create a Spiritual Atmosphere during 
the “Stay at Home” order.” 

Keeping the Tradition Alive While we are Apart – Parishio-
ners of St. Anne found new and creative ways to celebrate Palm 

Sunday and Holy Week. 
Some families delivered dec-
orated palms to their loved 
ones all while keeping with-
in social distance guidelines. 
Others made their proces-
sions around their houses, 
backyards or in the house. 
Others had Zoom Pascha 
celebrations with their fami-
lies. Abouna Fouad Sayegh 
also made sure to call our 
vulnerable elderly parishio-
ners to reassure them, pray 

for/with them and ask about their health, wellbeing and needs. 
Sunday School’ teachers created a webpage with the help 

of the user-friendly software, Adobe Spark. The webpage was 
interactive with videos, pictures, and lesson guides, which 
received positive feedback. The parish minions stayed enter-
tained, engaged, and inspired by their faith during the Pas-
sion of Christ lessons, and the parents were incredibly creative 
at home. The community stayed in touch via another user-
friendly platform, Zoom. 

The St. Anne Melkite Youth Association stayed connected as 
well, holding Zoom conferences with seminarian Riley Win-
stead who has been a great help during the time. The meetings 
help the teens continue their spiritual journey. 

There were certainly many spiritual challenges that we had 
to overcome during the COVID-19 pandemic — distractions 
of online worship, parents struggling to convince kids to fo-
cus when liturgy is online, elderly parishioners who might not 
know how to access live streaming content and a host of oth-
ers. However, we are very proud that we were able to celebrate 
Pascha together in new ways and with new traditions.

Pandemic Ministry at St Basil 
the Great in Lincoln, RI
One call now 
reaches all parish-
ioners at St Basil 
the Great Parish, 
dialing all at one 
time and reach-
ing everyone at 
the same time. 
Pastoral letters 
are posted on 
the parish Face-
book page. This 
very effective 
means of com-
munication is 
handled by the 
parish administrator.

Exarch Joseph Haggar has been very ill in the months lead-
ing up to the coronavirus outbreak, and was absent from parish 
life for some time — yet he has been able to stay in touch with 
all the parishioners via his pastoral letters and thanks everyone 
for their prayers.

Special thanks to the parish deacons and substitute clergy 
who have assisted.
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Technical Innovation 
Saves the Day at Holy Cross 
Parish, Placentia
By Father François Beyrouti Ph.D./D.Th 

Despite the many difficulties surrounding coronavirus, we 
have been very blessed at Holy Cross Parish to see many of 
our parishioners working together to respond rapidly to our 
changing reality.

After cancelling our monthly Outreach Divine Liturgy at 
St. Kilian’s Church on March 15, and having an almost empty 
church that morning at Holy Cross, we realized we had to think 
creatively and think fast. We started using an iPhone to broad-
cast vespers and the Divine Liturgy on Facebook live. Then, in 
the subsequent weeks, we purchased equipment to transform 
our video camera to a webcam and began transmitting all our 
prayers, including the Holy Week services, to both YouTube 
live and Facebook live. We bought additional equipment, and 
on Monday, April 20, began 20 minutes of daily prayer from 
our office with all the parishioners via both YouTube live and 
Facebook live.

Our parish leadership team, along with our coach Eric Du-
mas from Amazing Parish, have helped our parish remain fo-
cused on continuing to build cultures of prayer, teamwork and 
discipleship in the midst of the changing reality and multitude 
of needs. We meet weekly and, in some cases, twice a week, 
to pray with each other and for each other, to grow as a team, 
and to nourish each other as disciples by sharing readings and 
spiritual reflections. We highlighted ways to respond in practi-
cal ways, set some priorities, and began an implementation plan.

We quickly learned how to use Zoom and began weekly 
meetings for the Eastern Christian Formation — Sunday school 
children and youth. The young adults also meet weekly and on 
April 26 had a Zoom meeting with a special guest speaker — 
Simone Rizkallah, director of program growth at Endow study 
groups (endowgroups.org) to share with us her journey of faith 
and her work with Endow. On April 25, we had a parish plan-
ning meeting and identified some immediate needs surround-
ing how we can continue our pastoral activities and outreach 
while also formulating a stewardship program for our parish in 
order to keep us both spiritually and financially healthy.

Volunteers have also been coming to assist with office work, 
cleaning up, maintenance, and landscaping. We are grateful to 
our many angels. On April 29, Father François Beyrouti led a 
Zoom tour of Holy Cross Church for the women’s group at 
Saint Joachim Roman Catholic Church.

Finally, since we identified the spiritual growth and health of 
the parish to be the top priority, Father François and Deacon 
Elias Kashou have begun leading weekly English and Arabic 
spiritual meetings.

We are keeping in mind the words of Saint Paul: “We are af-
flicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven 
to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so 
that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies” (2 
Corinthians 4:8-10).

St George Together
The time of “lockdown” that we have endured was certainly 
a struggle for our Melkite community of St George in Sacra-
mento, Calif. However, knowing that our Lord transformed 
the evil of the cross through his love, thereby making it a pas-
sageway to his resurrection, parishioners of St George trans-
formed this time of “separation” by growing together in our 
love for one another and for our Savior.

Instead of allowing calls for “social distancing” to be our de-
fining characteristic at this time, St George Parish made this 
a time of social closeness by using the best tools of modern 
communication to ensure that we remained strong together. 
Rather than simply “live-streaming” the Divine Liturgy, St 
George Parish decided to use a webinar format to ensure full 
participation of our community in our liturgical services. Not 

Continued on page 38
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A Bit Different…But Still the Same 
at St Ann in Woodland Park, NJ
Life as we know it came to an abrupt halt, for most of us, on March 14, 
2020. We were told to stay home and only go out for essential items. 
Following the governnments orders, most everything shut down, in-
cluding the place we turn to for comfort, our church. Even though the 
doors of the church were closed, the hearts of the faithful remained 
open. We were “late to the party” when it came to online services, but 
we still found ways to ccommunicate with each other.

A video of the St Ann choirs singing Christ is Risen for Pascha 
was created and emailed to all our parishioners homes. A few 
weeks later another video was created for our religious educa-
tion students by all of the teachers. Each grade was sent a mes-
sage by their teacher(s) reminding them how much they are 
loved and to continue to pray (and be good!). We could not 
gather for our monthly community luncheon, but that didn’t 
stop us. The kitchen crew were few, to maintain social distanc-
ing, and keep everyone safe, but they were mighty! We took 
online orders for Seniors and even offered delivery service! Fr 
Ken, who admits is not a technology guy, has been doing weekly  
webinars for the parish and a wonderful Q&A afterwards where 
he speaks to the parish. We hold monthly Parish Advisory Council 
meetings, our youth group have gotten on zoom to meet and Fr Ken 
offers the Typica Service on Sunday morning.

Our Charitable Society continues to assist approximately 
18 households, from within the parish and outside as well, 
who were being helped prior to the start of the pandemic 
with grocery store gift cards and food pantry visits.  With 
a food pantry recently restocked through parishioner do-
nations, we have also been able to help neighbors who 
have approached us for the first time.  Monetary dona-
tions, food and cleaning supplies have been provided to 
the Little Sisters of the Poor in Totowa from the society 
and individual parishioners and lunches have been donat-
ed to caretakers at the Sisters of Charity’s nursing home 
in Cedar Grove by members of our community.

Life is different, but we have found ways to still “gath-
er” and make our church life the same. We will continue 
to find ways to keep us together spiritually, until we can 
gather in our spiritual home once again.         †

only did our regular chanters lend their beautiful voices to our 
services from their homes, but families across our parish also 
participated, offering the “Our Father,” the epistle, and various 
other parts of the liturgy.

In addition to liturgical services, we remained close as a com-

munity through our virtual “Sunday coffee hour,” our online 
weekly Bible study, and meetings with various members of our 
community. Having endured the difficulties of Covid-19, we 
stand proud and together, stronger than ever before and ready 
for the challenges and blessings to come!
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St John 
Chrysostom 
Reaches Out 
to Parishioners
St John Chrysostom Parish in 
Atlanta, GA reached out to the 
faithful via a recorded video at the 
start of Holy Week, followed by 
during-the-week messages from 
the pastor, Fr John Azar, along 
with articles of inspiration sent 
to the parishioners. They have 
recently added live-streaming the 
Divine Liturgy every Sunday.

 

San Antonio Outreach Offers 
Drive-thru and Drive in Services
Christ is risen! Christos Anesti! Al Maseeh Qam! 

Our Eparchy’s newest outreach in San Antonio, Texas was 
able to serve its members through a variety of different means 
during Great Lent and Holy week. The Outreach utilized online 
video streaming through its Facebook page www.facebook.com/
melkitecatholicSA  during lent which was at times accompanied 
by “Drive-thru” and/or “Drive in” services. 

Holy Week, for example, 
began with a Palm Sunday 
procession with clergy, servers, 
and chanters. This culminated 
in the drive-thru distribution 
of Palms. Those who were 
prepared to receive the Holy 
Mysteries were also given the 
opportunity to receive (many 
for the first time in over a 
month.)  Drive through services 
continued with Holy Unction 
on Wednesday evening. 

On Great and Holy Friday, 
members of the outreach 
were able to “Drive-in” to 
the parking lot of the Church 
which we share with Catholic Charities 
and (while remaining in their vehicles) faced a stage where the 
tomb of Christ was used as the altar. The Lamentation Matins 
were served and chanted over a loudspeaker so that all could 
hear and all the cars were sprinkled with Rose water. The faithful 
then  venerated the Epitaphios as they exited the parking lot at 
the end of the service. 

The Paschal Divine Liturgy was served in the same fashion. 
Highlights of the evening include the Great Incensation (which 
took place between rows of vehicles), the reading of the Paschal 
Homily of St. John Chrysostom, and the distribution of the 
Holy Mysteries along with the blessing of Pascha baskets at the 
end of the Divine liturgy. Distribution of the Holy Eucharist 
and the blessing of Pascha baskets occurred simultaneously as 
the cars lined up and exited the parking lot. The service was 
safely attended by many and was also streamed live on Facebook 
for those who were unable to attend.                       †

Until we are 
able to gather 

together again…

Be Well

Stay Safe

Pray
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Memory Eternal

The Rev. David White
A Priestly Odyssey Completed

By the Rt. Rev. Michael Skrocki  
with much additional material from Fr. Deacon Richard Downer
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Melkite priest David White reposed in the Lord 
on Palm Sunday, April 5, at the Ridgeway Resi-
dential Home in the small seaside town of Sid-
mouth, Devon, England. He was 94 years old. I 

had known Fr. David since his visits to the United States in the 
late 1990s to serve in parishes in need of a priest.

Fr. David was born into an Anglican family in England on 
Jan. 17, 1926. He served King and country in the Second 
World War. Soon after D-Day he landed on the Normandy 
beaches, driving a tank. He said that the beaches were a ter-
rible sight, as casualties were still being cleared. He eventually 
was wounded in the knee during the war.

After the war, while still a layman, he worked for the pub-
lishing house of Darton, Longman & Todd where one of his 
many tasks was serving as the editor of The Jerusalem Bible in 
the United Kingdom. He organized the team of experts to sort 
out the various books and dealt with the many issues that arose 
in preparing the text for publication. When the text was ready, 
his superiors asked him to go to Rome and formally present 
the book to Pope Paul VI. While he arrived safely, his luggage 
did not. The publisher had to express another copy of the book 
to Rome for the presentation and he managed to borrow a suit 
for the occasion.

Fr. David’s involvement in the publishing world did not end 
with his priestly ordination. Over the years, he was called upon 
many times to assist in the editing of various texts. Fr. David 
had a particular love of history, especially the Reformation and 
Tudor periods of English history.

Hearing the call to serve the Lord, Fr. David eventually en-
tered an Anglican seminary and became a priest of the Church 
of England. He served in various parish assignments, includ-
ing a period as a chaplain in Lisbon, Portugal.

The Anglican Church was not Fr. David’s final destina-
tion, however. During his travels he came into contact with 
Patriarch Maximos V of blessed memory. Eventually he was 
received into the Melkite Church, and in 1994 the Patriarch, 
with Archbishop Elias Zogby serving as concelebrant, or-
dained him a Melkite priest. Archbishop Elias graciously pur-
chased Fr. David’s ordination vestments and presented them 
to him as a gift.

After ordination, Fr. David regularly assisted the Melkite 
parish in London (founded in 1989), concelebrating with the 
pastor or filling in when the pastor needed to be away. In the 
late 1990s Fr. David began making regular visits to the United 
States to assist various Ruthenian and Melkite parishes. He 
served at St. George Byzantine Catholic church in Aliquippa, 
Penn.; St. Ann Melkite Church in Woodland Park, N.J.; and 
elsewhere. During these trips he made the acquaintance of 
various Melkite clergy, including the late Father (then Deacon) 
Michael Jolly and myself, during my time at our eparchial semi-
nary of St. Gregory the Theologian in Newton, Massachusetts.

In England, Fr. David also discovered a group of Melkites 
not far from his home in Paignton, and obtained permission 
to celebrate a monthly Divine Liturgy for them as well as for 
another community in Worcester.

He was an active member of the Military and Hospitaller 
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, and a supporter of its 
charitable activities. The order has various branches, and for 
the past 150 years the Melkite patriarch has served as the spiri-
tual protector for one of them. He was also an active support-
er of the Mar Elias Educational Institute in Ibillin, Galilee, 
founded by Archbishop (then Father) Elias Chacour.

As a member of the Society of St. John Chrysostom, Fr. Da-
vid travelled monthly to London to concelebrate the Divine 
Liturgy in English with the Society. The Society was founded 
in the U.K. in 1926 and reconstituted in 1959 with the aims of 
making known in the West the history, worship, and spiritual-
ity of Eastern Christendom and of working for the reunifica-
tion of the Eastern and Western Churches.

Fr. David had a great love of classical music and was an ac-
tive patron of the British Association of Iconographers at Tur-
vey Abbey, where he was asked to serve the Divine Liturgy.

For many years I kept in touch with Fr. David and included 
him on my parish email list. When his health began to fade 
I added him to our prayer list. I had hoped to go to England 
when the time came to concelebrate his funeral. But when his 
death came at the very start of Holy Week and during our 
coronavirus isolation, that simply was not possible.

Fr. David’s enthusiasm and apostolic zeal are truly missed. 
May his memory be eternal.     †
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Memory Eternal

Brother John Samaha, S.M. a friend of our Melkite 
parishes in Northern California and a contributor to 
SOPHIA, magazine fell asleep in the Lord recently.  
A member of the Eastern Catholic Pastoral Associa-

tion of Northern California, he was the fourth and youngest 
child of Lebanese immigrant parents, John and Anna Samaha, 
Brother John was born Dec. 5, 1930 and raised in San Fran-
cisco. Beloved brother to Mildred Samaha and the late Sister 
John Marie Samaha, SHF and Sister John Dominic Samaha, 
OP, cousins Micheal Geha, Katherine Beam, Yvonne George 
and many other family and friends.

Brother John entered the Marianist Novitiate in Beacon, 
New York in August of 1948, professed first vows on Aug. 23, 
1949 and perpetual vows Aug. 15, 1953.  He earned a bachelor’s 
degree from the Marianists’ University of Dayton and a mas-
ter’s degree from The Catholic University of America.

In his active apostolic years he taught in Catholic schools 
in California, Washington and Lebanon; served in diocesan 
education offices in San Francisco and Oakland; and served 

on the formation team for the 
Marianists’ Pacific Province.

In retirement, at Villa St. 
Joseph and later at the Mari-
anist Center he was a prolific 
writer for various Catholic 
periodicals; addressed vari-
ous meetings; and assisted in 
projects for The Marian Li-
brary / International Marian 
Research Institute at the Uni-
versity of Dayton, the Mario-
logical Society of America, 
and the Eastern Catholic 
Churches.

Brother John was laid to 
rest at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Los Altos, California. May 
he rest in a place of light, a place of peace, a place of happiness. 
May his memory be eternal.      †

Brother John Samaha, s.m.

A dear friend of St. Basil the Great Melkite Parish in 
Lincoln, Rhode Island, has fallen asleep in the Lord. 
Father Albert G. Azrak, a member of the Stigmatine                   
Order. He was born in Central Falls, RI on April 24, 

1932, the son of Nahim and Eva (Shaccal (Azrak).  
He grew up at St. Basil Melkite Parish where he served as 

an acolyte and maintained a close relationship with the parish 
all  his life. In 1954, years before the Melkite Church had a 
seminary or a bishop in America, he entered the Sigmatine 
Minor Seminary in Waltham, Massachusetts and went on to 
Study at the Catholic University of America. He was ordained 
at St Peter Roman Catholic Church in Cambridge by Bishop 
Thomas Riley. In addition to serving a multitude of commu-
nities with humility and grace he was also the Coordinator of 

Works and later director and 
administrator of the Espousal 
Retreat House in Waltham 
and at Camp Elm Bank in 
Wellesley.

He retired in 2012 to St. 
Joseph Hall at the Stigmatine 
residence in Waltham. He 
leaves his sisters, Catherine 
Kando and Barbara Colicchio, 
both members of St. Basil 
Melkite Parish, many nieces, 
nephews and his confrere’s in 
the Stimatine Community.    †

Father Albert Azrak
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EPARCHY
Around the
EPARCHY
Icon Workshop
Our Lady of Redemption  |  Warren, MI

Our Lady of Redemption hosted an icon workshop on March 6, 2020 as 
one of the many events celebrating its 100th Jubilee. Father Paul Albert, an 
iconographer introduced us to the art of byzantine icon painting. He dis-
played his tools, paint, and many Icons of his own work while explaining the 
process of creating an icon in a simple yet very clear way. Father Paul left us 
with a great knowledge and appreciation for such a complex detailed process.

Many of OLR parishioners who attended the workshop, had a chance to 
participate in a very productive discussion relating to all aspects of creating 
such a refined art.

The workshop ended with everyone enjoying some refreshments, and look-
ing forward to all the coming events through our jubilee celebration year..
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SUSAN ELEK
President   
Our Lady of Redemption
586-939-0650
elek70@comcast.net

SYLVIE NAJDARIAN
Vice President
Annunciation Cathedral
339-364-1380
sylviefn@hotmail.com

COLETTE SABAK
Treasurer
Our Lady of Redemption
313-683-1085
coco999@gmail.com

To join or renew your membership in the National Association of Melkite Women, 
complete and mail this form with your dues check for $10.00 made payable to NAMW to:

COLETTE SABAK  .  17870 Maple Hill Drive  .  Northville, MI 48168

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _____________________EMAIL_________________________________________

PARISH _______________________________ Please circle one: NEW MEMBER RENEWAL

Remember to keep our need for vocations in your prayers. Be an advocate, 
encourage our youth to participate in your parish.
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by Susan Elek
namw president

During this time of pandemic, most 
of us are experiencing the closing of 
our churches here in America. Many 
priests are livestreaming services on 
Facebook and You Tube. While we are 
thankful for this, we miss church, we 
miss our parish community, we miss our 
priests and deacons. Most of all we 
miss the Eucharist.

All of this emphasizes how necessary 
the clergy is in our lives. Our priests and 
deacons have done a marvelous job 
of keeping us united in this trying time. 
Please join NAMW in praying daily for 
the clergy and the seminarians.

Continue to pray for the health of the 
world and an end to this virus.
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ALABAMA
BIRMINGHAM
St George Church
425 16 Ave So
205 252 5788  |  Rev Justin Rose

ARIZONA
PHOENIX
St John of the Desert Church
3718 E Greenway Rd
602 787 4787  |  Very Rev Peter Boutros

CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY
Melkite Outreach
831 229 8350  |  Rev Sebastian Carnazzo

COVINA (SAN GABRIEL VALLEY)
Annunciation Mission
381 W Center St
630 457 8153  |  Rev Gabriel Azar

EL SEGUNDO (SOUTH BAY/WESTLA)
St Paul Mission @ St Andrew Russian Church
538 Concord St
310 322 1892  |  Rt Rev Alexei Smith

LOS GATOS (SAN JOSE)
St Elias Mission @ St Basil Church
14263 Mulberry Dr
831 229 8350  |  Rev Sebastian Carnazzo

PLACENTIA (ORANGE COUNTY)
Holy Cross Church
451 W Madison Ave
714 985 1710  |  Rev Francois Beyrouti 

MISSION VIEJO (SOUTH OC)
Melkite Outreach @ St Kilian RC Church
26872 Estanciero Dr
714 985 1710  |  Rev Francois Beyrouti

NORTH HOLLYWOOD
St Anne Cathedral
11211 Moorpark St
818 761 2034  |  Rt Rev Fouad Sayegh

PALM SPRINGS
Melkite Outreach 
@ Our Lady of Guadalupe RC Church
204 S. Calle El Segundo
619 300 5226  |  Very Rev George Bisharat
786 449 4850  |  Rt Rev Damon Geiger

SACRAMENTO
St George Church
1620 Bell St
916 920 2900  |  Rev Hezekias Carnazzo

SAN BERNARDINO
St Philip Mission
923 W Congress St
909 889 3579  |  Very Rev George Bisharat

SAN DIEGO
St Jacob Mission 
@ Holy Angels Church
2235 Galahad Rd
609 425 7038  |  Rev Shaun Brown
 
TEMECULA
Virgin Mary Mission
42030 Avenida Alvarado Unit 1
909 289 2098  |  Rev Paul Fallouh

CONNECTICUT
DANBURY
St Ann Church
181 Clapboard Ridge Rd
203 743 5119  |  Rev Thomas Davis

WATERFORD
St Ann Church
41 Cross Rd
860 442 2211  |  Rev Dennis McCarthy

FLORIDA
DELRAY BEACH
St Nicholas Church
5715 Lake Ida Rd
305 794 5716  |  Exarch Gabriel Ghanoum

JACKSONVILLE
Melkite Outreach
904 343 6337  |  Wajeeh Demetree

MIAMI
St Jude Church
125 SE 15th Rd
305 856 1500  |  Rev Ezzat Bathouche

GEORGIA
ATLANTA
St John Chrysostom Church
1428 Ponce de Leon Ave NE
404 373 9522  |  Rt Rev John Azar

AUGUSTA
St Ignatius of Antioch Church
1003 Merry St
903 714 9707  |  Rt Rev Michael Skrocki

ILLINOIS
NORTHLAKE (CHICAGO)
St John the Baptist Church
200 E North Ave
708 938 5804  |  Rev Rezkallah Samaan

INDIANA
HAMMOND
St Michael the Archangel Church
606 141st St
639 936 1839  |  Rev Sergio Ayala

SOUTH BEND
Melkite Outreach@ Notre Dame University
574 204 2338  |  Rev Khaled Anatolios

If you are traveling this Summer, be sure to visit one of our 

Melkite CommunitiesMelkite Communities



46  SOPHIA  |  Summer 2020

VISIT ONE OF OUR MELKITE COMMUNITIES
MASSACHUSETTS
LAWRENCE
St Joseph Church
241 Hampshire St
978 682 8152  |  Rev Ziad Layous

WEST ROXBURY (BOSTON)
Annunciation Cathedral
7 VFW Parkway
617 323 5242  |  Rt Rev Philip Raczka
             Rev James Khoury

WORCESTER
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
256 Hamilton St
508 752 4174  |  Rev Bryan McNeil

MICHIGAN
LANSING
St Joseph Church
725 W Mount Hope Ave
517 575 6264  |  Rev James Graham

PLYMOUTH
St Michael Mission
585 N Mill St
734 589 9394  |  Rev Elias Eid

WARREN (DETROIT)
Our Lady of Redemption Church
29293 Lorraine
586 751 6017  |  Rev Michel Cheble

NEBRASKA
RALSTON (OMAHA)
Melkite Outreach @ St Gerald Church
402 203 0868  |  Deacon Fred Abboud  

NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANCHESTER
Our Lady of the Cedars Church
140 Mitchell St
603 623 8944  |  Very Rev Thomas Steinmetz

NEW JERSEY
CLIFFSIDE PARK
St Demetrius Church
184 Cliff St
201 945 8990  |  Rev Choukri Sabbagh

WOODLAND PARK
St Ann Church
802 Rifle Camp Rd
973 785 4144  |  Rt Rev Kenneth Sherman

NEW YORK
BROOKLYN
Virgin Mary Church
216 Eighth Ave
718 788 5454  |  Rev Antoine Rizk

ROCHESTER
St Nicholas Church
1492 Spencerport Rd
585 426 4218  |  Rev Michael Copenhagen

UTICA
St Basil Church
901 Sherman Dr
315 732 4662  |  Rev Saba Shofany

YONKERS
Christ the Savior Church
491 Palisade Ave
941 963 6680  |  Rev Musil Shihadeh

NEVADA
LAS VEGAS
Melkite Outreach 
714 600 3660  |  Rt Rev James Babcock

OHIO
AKRON
St Joseph Church 
600 W Exchange St
330 535 7364  |  Rt Rev Eugene Mitchell

CLEVELAND
St Elias Church
8023 Memphis Ave
216 661 1155  |  Rev Naim Khalil

COLUMBUS
Holy Resurrection Church
4611 Glenmawr Ave
614 396 8821  |  Rev Ignatius Harrington

PENNSYLVANIA

ALLENTOWN 
Melkite Outreach 
@ Immaculate Conception Church
501 Ridge Ave.
484 747 7006  |  Rt Rev Victor Hanna

SCRANTON
St Joseph Church
130 N St Francis Cabrini Ave
570 343 6092  |  Rev Christopher Manuele

RHODE ISLAND
LINCOLN
St Basil the Great Church
15 Skyview Dr
401 722 1345  |  Exarch Joseph Haggar

TEXAS
HOUSTON
St Barbara Mission 
@ St John Chrysostom Church
5402 Acorn St
832 846 5720  |  Rev Fadi Al-Mimass

SAN ANTONIO
Melkite Outreach
201 929 5585  |  Rev John Mefrige 

VIRGINIA
MCLEAN (WASHINGTON DC)
Holy Transfiguration Church
8501 Lewinsville Rd
703 734 9198  |  Rt Rev Mark Melone

WASHINGTON
SEATTLE
St Joseph Mission @ St Matthew Church
1240 NE 127th St
425 742 4441  |  Rev Samir Abu-Lail

WISCONSIN
MILWAUKEE
St George Church
1617 W. State St.
414 342 1543  |  Rt Rev Paul Frechette

32 Parishes   |   9 Missions   |   9 Outreach Communities
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Hierarch

BISHOP NICHOLAS SAMRA
617 323 9922 | nicholas.samra@yahoo.com

Judicial Vicar 
ARCHIMANDRITE MICHAEL SKROCKI 

203 533 1996 | newtontribunal@gmail.com

Chancery Office 
SAIDEH DAGHER, Secretary

3 V.F.W. Parkway | West Roxbury, MA 02132 
617 323 9922 

Protosyncellos 
ARCHIMANDRITE PHILIP RACZKA

617 323 5242 | graczka@nd.edu 

Chancellor 
FR THEOPHAN LEONARCZYK
617 323 9922 | chancery@melkite.org 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
FR HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO

 703 504 8733
FatherHezekias@gmail.com 

Sophia Magazine 
ARCHIMANDRITE JAMES BABCOCK

Editor in Chief 
714 600 3660

Sophiamelkite@gmail.com 

Sophia Press Publications 
SAIDEH DAGHER

617 323 9922 

WEBSITE 
melkite.org | webmaster@melkite.org 

National Association of Melkite Women (NAMW) 
SUSAN ELEK

586 939 0650 | elek70@comcast.net

 Clergy Conference Coordinator 
FR CHRISTOPHER MANUELE

570 343 6092 

Melkite Association of Young Adults (MAYA)
MARIE BAROODY Co-Chair

205 542 9947 | mariebaroody@gmail.com

JULIANA JADON Co-Chair
305 546 6049 | jnjadon@gmail.com

website: usmaya.org 

National Association of Melkite Youth (NAMY) 
ARCHPRIEST THOMAS STEINMETZ

603 623 8944 | Oloc.church@comcast.net 

Vocation Director 
ARCHIMANDRITE JOHN AZAR
404 373 9522 | vocations@melkite.org 

Deacon Formation Director 
FR BRYAN McNEIL

978 314 1962 | Brymc56@comcast.net

Presbyteral Council 
Most Rev. Nicholas J. Samra; 

Archimandrites Philip Raczka, James Babcock, 
Michel Cheble, Damon Geiger, 

Mark Melone, Eugene Mitchell, BSO, 
Kenneth Sherman, Alexei Smith; 

Archpriest Peter Boutros; 
Frs. Francois Beyrouti, 

Theophan Leonarczyk, Bryan McNeil

College of Eparchial Consultors:
Exarch Joseph Haggar, 

Archimandrite Philip Raczka
Archimandrite John Azar

Archimandrite Michael Skrocki 
Archimandrite Alexei Smith 

Archpriest Thomas Steinmetz 
Father Antoine Rizk
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Chief Finance Officer 
DEACON ROBERT SHALHOUB

973 785 2433 | robertshalhoub@optonline.net



Office of Communications, Diocese of Newton
3 VFW Parkway
West Roxbury, MA 02132

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
BELLMAWR, NJ

PERMIT NO. 1239


