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GOD BLESS YOU

Right Reverend 
Archimandrite
James Babcock
Editor-in-Chief

Dear readers,

By the time you read this we may know who won the presiden-
tial election. I write this on Election Day. May God’s will be done. 
We should always remember that God’s ways are not our ways, 
and that He is always with us no matter who wins an election.

2020 has been a tough year: COVID-19, forest fires, riots, 
the election and so on. May 2021 be the year we do better. 
With God’s help it will be so.

Because of the coronavirus, many of you have been watching 
the Holy Liturgy as it was live-streamed into your homes. In 
many cases, our churches have been closed by the government. 
But a live-streamed liturgy is no substitute for actually partici-
pating in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. We must never 
forget Our Lord’s words: “Unless you eat of the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink of His blood, you have no life in you” 
(John 6:5). Thus, as circumstances permit, go to church and re-
ceive the life-giving food, for “He who eats My flesh and drinks 
My blood abides in me and I in him” (John 6:56).

It’s all about our eternity. In this world, everyone dies. The 
purpose of our life in this world is to enter into communion 
with God. Divinization makes us god-like. Our vision must 
always remain fixed on God, for “God looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men to see if there are any who are wise 
and seek God.” (Psalm 53:2) Our Lord Jesus, the second per-
son of the Blessed Trinity, took flesh from the Virgin Mary to 
put an end to eternal death and to restore us to eternal life with 
Him in His Kingdom. We must never lose sight of this. 

This Feast of the Nativity, consider the words of His Holi-
ness, Benedict XVI: “May no adversity paralyze you. Be afraid 
neither of the world, nor of the future, nor of your weakness. 
The Lord has allowed you to live in this moment of history so 
that by your faith, His name will continue to resound through-
out the world.”

As a Christmas gift please find in this issue the inspiring sto-
ries of two of our priests: A police officer who became a priest 
and a priest who became an ecumenical facilitator. I hope you, 
my dear readers, enjoy every issue of Sophia. Your support of 
the Bishop’s Appeal makes possible the publication of our ep-
archial journal. Perhaps you would consider a Christmas gift 
to the Bishop’s Appeal to assist with the continued publication 
of Sophia. May God shower upon you abundant blessings this 
Feast of the Nativity and throughout the new year.                 †
Archimandrite James Babcock    

FROM THE EDITOR

“What I see around me would drive me insane 
if I did not know that no matter what happens, 

God will have the last word”
St Paisios of the Holy Mountain
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GOD BLESS YOU

This year has certainly been like no other in the past – 
and let us pray that 2021 will bring us a long-lasting 
peace to control and obliterate the COVID-19 vi-
rus that has put major dents in our lives. From me-

dia reports, this does not look promising - at least not through-
out the winter and spring.

From closed churches to live-steaming Liturgies, we have 
learned social distancing, wearing masks, and having very little 
personal contact with other people - even within our families. 
TV shows became virtual, extended family dinners and cele-
brations ceased. Weddings, baptisms and funerals were limited 
to small ceremonies – and most even live-streamed also. We 
had to be creative also in church with the reception of the Eu-
charist. Coffee hours and parish socials were non-existent.

Yet through all the difficulties we learned to move on and be-
gan Zoom meetings in parishes and within the Eparchy. Regional 
clergy meetings will be on Zoom to keep a stronger contact with 
each parish. Religious education has gone also to Zoom, and 
many online programs are also now available for adult Christian 
formation through our office of Catechesis and Evangelization.

I urge you to continue to use these online resources. Just as 
families scattered in different cities or states have learned how 
to meet and keep in contact through Zoom, we as a Church can 
use it with great profit.

Many events within parishes have been postponed or some-
times even cancelled. Our 2020 Melkite convention in Atlanta, 
Georgia, was postponed until 2021 and may have to be post-
poned again – more detailed information about the Conven-
tion will be forthcoming. Our Annual September Clergy Con-
ference was cancelled, and time will tell if we can meet in 2021. 
The important Melkite Synod, usually in June, could not take 
place. There was some possibility it could be held in February, 
but the conditions in Lebanon with the lack of a full govern-
ment and the COVID-19 virus are not favorable for our bish-
ops to travel, especially those of us outside of the Middle East.

The November meeting of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops reverted from live to virtual through Zoom.

Yet there is life amid all these issues, and as we say: “Life 
goes on.” I am grateful to our priests and deacons who have 
attempted to keep in contact with their parishioners. I thank 
our generous parishioners who recognize that their financial 
obligations to God go beyond just when they come to church. 
I hear good reports from many priests that the community 
members have been very supportive.

Yes life goes on. The last issue of Sophia and this one have 

cover pictures of priests and deacon ordinations. These men 
are truly blessings for our Church. And I ask you to pray for 
more vocations to the ministry of the Church and to encourage 
your children to seek the Lord and serve the Church. Several 
men have been in touch with me about a possible vocation to 
sacred ministry – some married, and some are just entering col-
lege. Pray that these vocations take solid ground.

We have begun our third community in Texas – now in Dal-
las/Fort Worth. Our priest, Fr Marc Mallick, born Melkite, 
was raised there but we had no church there. He was ordained 
in the Latin Church and is now organizing our Melkites there 
– pray for the success of this new Outreach and may it develop 
into a full-time parish soon.

Our Jacksonville, Florida, Outreach is still being studied 
with hopes to organize when we are in a better condition with 
the COVID-19 issue. Thank God we have a Syriac priest there 
who looks after the Melkites.

We are in the midst of our Annual Appeal to support the min-
istries within our Eparchy. I ask for your full support; we need 
input from every family. And also remember that we give 10% 
of the Appeal, a tithe, to charity, and this year we will assist the 
Archeparchy of Beirut to provide food and shelter and other as-
sistance to the families devastated by the horrific explosion cre-
ating 300,000 homeless people. A part will also go to our bishops 
in Syria to help the refugees misplaced by the continuous war. 
Our brothers and sisters are in need; your help is appreciated.

We begin the Fasting season prior to the feasts of the Na-
tivity of Christ and the Theophany on December 10. Each 
Melkite should make all attempts to prepare for these feasts 
by prayer, fasting and good works. Even before this date the 
Sunday gospels of this time of the year focus on the compassion 
and love of Christ: The widow’s son, the rich man and Lazarus, 
the Geresene Demoniac, Jairus’ daughter, the woman with a 
hemorrhage, the good Samaritan.

All these gospels speak of God’s love and compassion for his 
people in need. They are read at this time of the year to remind 
us to be loving and compassionate like Jesus was, and to recall 
that we will celebrate the greatest love and compassion of God 
for us by allowing His Son, Jesus Christ, to be born in human 
flesh to once again unite our fallen humanity with his divinity. 
What a phenomenal plan – God enters into human time as a 
human being. Our fallen nature is restored to allow us to share 
in His divinity!

My blessings and peace with love and prayers for each and 
every one!          †

FROM THE BISHOP 

Let Christ Be Reborn in You
Most Rev. 
Nicholas J. Samra
Eparchial Bishop  
of Newton
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Reg. 2/2020     No 236
 29/10/2020

His Excellency Nicholas Samra
Greek Melkite Catholic Archbishop of Newton
Newton U.S.A

Excellency,

A heartful thanks to the Eparchy of Newton

The unprecedented explosion in Beirut port on August 4, 2020 brought great sorrow to the nation by causing multiple casualties, 
thousands of injuries and leaving around 300,000 citizens displaced. This tragedy also led to widespread damage estimated in 
billions of dollars, compounding the economic and social crises that Lebanon was already suffering from, on top of a pandemic.

Our Greek Melkite Catholic Diocese had its fair share of this disaster, specifically in its Beirut and Mount Lebanon districts. We 
initiated the assessment of damages a few days after the burst- the time it took us to absorb the shock and start acting. As a first 
step, we decided to help with the resources at hand while awaiting, with hope, further support to come in. As such, we formed 
a joint committee with the Patriarchate, this committee visited the affected parishes and conducted a preliminary evaluation of 
impacted families. Parish priests were the ones in direct liaison with the communities on the ground, assessing their needs and 
transmitting parishioners’ voices to the committee. In terms of institutional facilities and churches, the damages in these alone 
were estimated to over one million of dollars in infrastructural impairment, ranging from minimal to partial to complete damage.

“When the explosion blew, I was at the Diocese residence. I thought that the explosion was exactly  
right here next to the church, so I rushed because we had a wedding ceremony taking place. 

Ten of the participants were injured. Then, we discovered the terrible reality.”

As hoped, you have stepped up beyond our expectations. The generous donation of the Eparchy of Newton, amounting to 
$100,000 in incremental instalments, succeeded by its biggest part to alleviate the burden on families and houses. Our approach 
was to provide direct capped cash assistance to households so they could meet their immediate needs, especially with winteriza-
tion. This served to give affected people a flexibility to attend to priority areas for their housing reconstruction, be it for ensuring 
basic goods and food needs, structural repairs of doors and windows, or purchase of furniture and appliances. On another level, 
a small proportion of your donations were allocated to the first phase of rehabilitating churches. At the moment, we introduced 
the essential quick fixes required to secure churches and ensure their safety so as to prevent any accidents associated with  
collapsing items. The delivery of assistance is continuing to date, we plan to look for families who were heavily affected yet 
were still not reached by our assistance so that we access them. Consequently, we are almost done with the first phase of urgent  
recovery activities, and we are discussing the second phase of provision that includes short-term recovery interventions.

I would like to underscore that your generosity had a greater non-monetary impact conveying a message of solidarity to your 
fellow parishioners, a message that tells them: “you are not alone, we’ve got your back”. By weeping with those who were 
weeping you revealed that we were one body of Christ, where if one part suffered all suffered with it. This unity sheds light in 
the darkness. Many of the people were in tears, touched by the help they received after they had lost everything. They sensed 
that the church was beside them. People came thanking me, and I used to tell them to thank the benefactors. Therefore, allow 
me in turn to transfer their many thanks to all of you; Your Excellency, priests and donors who stood next to us- you have 
made a difference, you have left a mark.

       Yours faithfully,
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ASSIGNMENTS
Father Naim Khalil, former Pastor, St. Elias  
Church, Brooklyn (Cleveland) Ohio, recalled  
to Holy Savior Monastery, Joun, Lebanon,  
October 26, 2020.

ORDINATIONS
Father Georges Haddad ordained a priest by 
Bishop Nicholas on September 19, 2020 at  
Annunciation Cathedral, Boston. Assigned  
temporary Administrator at St. Elias Church, 
Brooklyn (Cleveland) Ohio, October 30, 2020.

In last issue of Sophia there was an omission  
in State of Eparchy Address:

Father Ezzat Bathouche, Pastor of St. Jude,  
Miami, FL, December 1, 2019

OFFicial
— Bishop’s OFFICE —

LETTERS
EDITORTO 

THE

I received Sophia yesterday and read it cover to 
cover. Congratulations for an outstanding edition. 
I particularly enjoyed the Bishop’s “State of the 
Eparchy.”

However, I must make a correction to the obituary 
of my friend, Yusuf Mussalli. It stated that Yusuf was 
chair of the Diocesan Pastoral Council, succeeding 
the first chair, Dr. John Nazarian. I was the first 
chair of the DPC, serving from 1973 to 1976, and 
was succeeded by my very close friend John - with 
whom I now serve with on the Diocesan Finance 
Committee, which John chairs.

Joseph Lian Jr.
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Worcester, Massachussetts

May the  
Glory of Christ 

bring you  
Peace and Joy 

this Christmas Season.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year

The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy | 7



8  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2021

The August 4 explosion severely damaged Tele Lum-
iere-Noursat Christian Network in Beirut, yet the 
news channel has carried out it mission to be “a 
light in the darkness.”

The year 2020 has been a challenging year in all respects for 
the small Mediterranean country of Lebanon. Home to 18 dif-
ferent religious communities and sects, Lebanon has been con-
sidered a model of coexistence and pluralism. But the country, 
which was supposed to be celebrating its centennial, is facing 
its worst economic and humanitarian crisis, threatening its ex-
istence and unique identity.

The culmination of recent catastrophes was the Beirut Port 
explosion on August 4, in what was estimated to be one of the 
most powerful non-nuclear explosions in history. It left more 
than 200 dead, more than 6,500 wounded, and 300,000 home-

less. The explosion hit most of the Christian neighborhoods, 
where historical churches, hospitals, schools and many indus-
tries and homes were destroyed. 

The news media industry in the area was hit hard, and ac-
cording to reports by the Lebanese army and relief founda-
tions, including a report “Mapping the Damage on the Media 
Sector,” Tele Lumiere-Noursat Christian Network was one of 
the extremely damaged“ media outlets.

The channel has been working on developing its studios for 
years in the Mar Michael (St Michael) region near the port of 
Beirut, and the blast devastated the 10 studios where a dozen 
of the prime-time programs were filmed and broadcast live 
on a daily basis. The structural damage, along with damage to 
the equipment and aesthetics of the buildings, were estimat-
ed to come to more than $2 million in U.S. dollars according 
to Jacques El Kallassi, the general manager of Tele Lumiere, 

based on a detailed report.
The offices and production departments in the nearby Dora 

region were also damaged, although miraculously none of the 
employees was severely wounded.

In urgent response to the catastrophe, the already struggling 
network remarkably shifted its programs to one of the smallest 
“primitive “ studios in the Dora region, and focused mainly 
on using its air time to create a humanitarian relief chain by 
connecting affected people to non-governmental groups, asso-
ciations and families willing to help them in the time of crisis. 
From August 4 to October 4, the channel dedicated its air time 
to the victims, the wounded, the homeless and all the affected 
people of Beirut. The channel  broadcast live coverage from 
the affected area, where Masses, prayers, and religious concerts 
were held. Reporters followed the victims’ stories, sought help 

for those in need, and covered relief efforts and the humanitar-
ian situation. 

The Catholic media carried out its mission in the time of 
crisis: to be the voice of the voiceless, to overcome its wounds, 
and look forward to serve and fulfill its goals.

However, the future doesn’t seem very promising, especially 
for Christians struggling in the Middle East. After more than 
two months, according to El Kallassi, “Tele Lumiere is still suf-
fering from the destruction in its offices and its studios, cur-
rently renting material and filming outdoors to keep on the 
production of programs, and is launching an appeal for help in 
programs, equipment or financial support.”

The goals are set even higher, and the presence of this Catho-
lic Network is the only light in the darkness of this ongoing 
crisis, knowing that the most important role to play now is to 
sow peace, hope and faith amid all the disaster and suffering.    †

Lebanon: 
the plight of 

Catholic Media  
in a time of crisis

By Marie-Therese Kreidy 
Tele Lumiere-Noursat Christian Network
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Archimandrite Mark Melone 
and Reader Herman Dorham

The great process of regularizing Christian build-
ings in Egypt, which President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi 
launched in 2016, continues apace.

In mid-October, the authorities signed a new de-
cree that formally legalized 45 churches and 55 other buildings 
used for religious purposes that had been constructed over the 
years without the necessary permits.

The decree brings the number of church buildings that have 
been regularized in the past four years to 1,738.

It was sanctioned by a meeting of the ad hoc government com-
mittee in the presence of Prime Minister Mostafa Madlouby.

“This law [of 2016], which officially recognizes the status of 
old churches and provides a framework for the construction of 
new ones, marked a step forward,” said Father Rafic Greiche, 
former spokesperson for the Coptic Catholic Church in Egypt.

“The government is showing real willingness to grant per-
mits. When it creates a new neighborhood, for example, it pro-
vides land for a church, just as it does for mosques,” Fr Greich 
told La Croix.

He is now a parish priest and editor of the weekly Le Messager.

Rigidity
Previously, these authorizations were granted in dribs and 
drabs. They were a direct decision of the Egyptian president, 
which he made after consultation with the security services.

In 1934, the Ministry of the Interior introduced 10 rules into 
Ottoman legislation, which prohibited the construction of new 
churches near canals, schools, government buildings, or resi-
dential areas.

Had those rules been rigidly enforced it would have been 
impossible to construct many churches in Christian villages in 
rural Upper Egypt, the Fides News Agency reported.

But the agency said the presence of these illegal buildings 
was still used by Islamist groups as a pretext to “foment sectar-
ian violence against Christians”.

When Al-Sisi came to power in a coup d’état in 2013, the 
living conditions of Christians began to improve.

“The situation with regard to religious freedom has im-
proved since the peak of anti-Christian violence, which culmi-
nated in August 2013 with attacks on nearly 80 churches and 
other Coptic centers,” said the L’Observatoire de la Liberté 
Religieuse, a watchdog group on religious persecution.

“There may still be attacks, but the security situation is noth-
ing compared to what was happening under Hosni Mubarak or 
Mohamed Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood,” said Fr  Greiche.

“Encouragement”
“President Al-Sisi gives signs of encouragement about the pos-
sibility of greater national unity between Muslims and Chris-
tians. His visits to the Coptic Christmas services in recent years 
bear witness to this,” L’Observatoire noted.

As a highly symbolic gesture, the head of state inaugurated 
with great pomp and ceremony the new Cathedral of the Na-
tivity of Jesus in Cairo during Christmas 2019.

All these signs also assured him of the support of the Chris-
tian minority, which accounts for 8.3% of the population, com-
pared to 91.1% of Muslims.

“There may be more personal initiatives to meet with Mus-
lims, but there is no dialogue between Al-Azhar University and 
the Egyptian Churches, as there is with the Vatican,” contin-
ued Fr Greiche.

“The president and members of the Egyptian elite have asked 
the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar to call for a change in religious 
discourse in the mosques, but this has not changed much,” the 
priest said.

“Although the government tried to change overly funda-
mentalist imams, some continue to make discriminatory state-
ments against Christians,” he added.

But Fr Greiche said opinion is changing today, especially 
among the Egyptian intelligentsia.

“With parliamentary elections due to begin in a few days [on 
October 24], many Christians are trying to win seats and be-
come part of the political landscape,” he said.

“Attitudes towards Christians are changing. But it won’t hap-
pen overnight. We’re only at the beginning of the process.”    †

Life for Egypt’s 
Christian minority 

is improving

New decrees officially recognize the 
legality of 45 churches and 55 other 
buildings used for religious purposes

By Malo Tresca 
La Croix International
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Congratulations to Fr Georges Haddad, who was ordained to 
the holy priesthood at Our Lady of the Annunciation Ca-
thedral in Boston at the hand of His Grace, Bishop Nicholas 
Samra, on Saturday, Sept. 19.

Fr Georges was born and raised in Tripoli, Lebanon. At the age of 17 he 
emigrated with his parents and three siblings to the United States. Upon 
arrival, he enrolled in college and graduated with a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree in mathematics. After graduation, he married his wife, Pamela, 
and they have two daughters, Liana and Helena. The former is married 
and living in upstate New York, while the latter is finishing college.

Early in his professional career, Fr Georges worked as a consultant for 
Andersen Consulting, and owned a computer consultant business in Den-
ver, Colorado. In 2001, he sold the business and moved the family back to 
Pennsylvania so the children could be close to their grandparents.

As luck would have it, that lasted a few months before he was offered 
a job to work for the Knights of Columbus in New Haven, Connecticut. 
Working for the largest lay Catholic fraternal organization, Fr Georg-
es promoted membership and instituted councils, as well as serving as 
the liaison for the Eastern Catholic Churches. Fr Georges worked on 
a project that encompassed the Knights of Columbus, Melkite Bishop 
of Aleppo Jean Clement Jeanbart, Chaldean Bishop Bashar Warda in 
Erbil, and Syriac Catholic Patriarch Joseph Yonan to bring light to the 
persecuted Christians in the Middle East. This project laid the ground-
work for then-U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry in March  2016 to de-
clare that ISIS action against the Christians, Yazidis, and other religious 
minority groups in Iraq and Syria constituted genocide. 

All the while, since college graduation he was an adjunct professor of 
mathematics in several colleges and universities. 

On the spiritual side, Fr Georges felt the calling to the priesthood 
since he was in his early teens. Trying to ignore the inner voice did not 
seem to work. In 2016, after getting the blessing from his wife, Khou-
rieh Pamela, he approached Bishop Nicholas and discussed at length his 
desire to serve the people as a priest. Sayedna gave his blessings, and Fr 
Georges then earned a master’s degree in theology from Holy Apostles 
College and Seminary, as well as learning about eastern liturgies and 
canon law from highly qualified Melkite clergy.

He was blessed as a reader by Patriarch Absi during his visit to the 
United States in July 2018. A year later, on Sept. 22, 2019, Bishop Nich-
olas blessed him as a Subdeacon and ordained him as a deacon at St. Ann 
Melkite Church in Waterford, Connecticut. On Sept. 19, 2020 he was 
ordained a priest by Bishop Nicholas. 

Currently Fr  Georges has been named administrator of St Elias 
Church in Brooklyn, Ohio, where he and the Khourieh currently reside.

Please keep him and his family in your prayers.      †

Deacon Georges Haddad 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood

AXIOS!   MUSTAHIQ!   WORTHY!
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Bombarded as we are by the continuous clamor of the 
modern world, it is often difficult for the Christian 
to hear the whispers of the Child sent from heaven 
to save our souls. If we desire to renew in our hearts 

a love for God engendered by the feast of the Nativity, we 
must intently turn our gaze to Bethlehem and experience for 
ourselves the Revelation born in the stable two thousand years 
ago. We must stand with the shepherds and see the star of the 
Magi rise in the east. In order to gain this “renewed vision,” we 
must retrace the steps that led to the day when Christ was born 
among us - and to do this we must return to the beginning.

Adam and Eve, our first parents, were made in the image of 
God, imprinted with the divine stamp as His children (cf. Gen. 
1:27; 5:1-3). This was the plan of God: to create man as His 
child in the image of the Father, the King of the universe. God 
called man to walk in His ways as a king. In divine justice, man 
was to worship God through his actions as an obedient child, 
learning with every step what it meant to be a son of God, and 
king of creation.

Unfortunately, our first parents forsook their inheritance. 
Through their disobedience, instead of rendering service to 
their Father, they became slaves to the slave master, the evil 
one. Seeking to attain authority over all creation apart from 
the Creator, the children of God became sons of the serpent, 
being recast in the image of the one who would not submit.  
 
 
 
 
 

Instead of acknowledging their dominion over creation as a 
gift from the Ruler of all (cf. Gen 1:28-30), the first pair sought 
to seize for themselves what they had been created to receive 
as a gift. Through disobedience, Adam and Eve received death 
instead of life, slavery instead of freedom. But what father, wor-
thy of that title, desires the death of his son? And so, the All-
Merciful One, seeing His children with eyes cast down, hiding 
in shame among the trees of the garden, immediately began to 
prepare a way by which His children could return to Him. 

Through the Old Testament stories of salvation - our family 
history - we follow a pattern by which the Father constantly 
prepares His people for the day when they will once again be 
clothed in the robe of kingship, they will cast off the fig leaves 
of shame, and will live again in the justice of God. From Noah 
to Abraham, Moses to King David, God constantly instructs 
his children to “walk in his ways” with the promise that one 
day, when man is ready, God will restore him to his throne 
and robe him once again in the garment of glory. We who are 
looking for the star of the Child hear the Father’s promise to 
the son of David echoing through salvation history: “I will be 
his father, and he shall be my son” (2 Sam 7:13). Someday, a 
child will come forth from the house of David who will be a 
New Adam, restored in the image of God as king. 

Throughout salvation history one thing remains constant: 
God’s promise to restore man in His image and likeness  
through a man born of the house of David. After the Babylonian 

exile, the promise of God to raise up a son seems to be extin-
guished and the people of God are found looking in vain for 
the one through whom God would accomplish His promise. 
In the years leading up to the birth of Jesus, a foreign king 
ruled the people of God, the house of David had been reduced 
to ashes, and the rightful descendent to the throne of Israel 
seemed to be lost - lost to all except one. From the days of the 
Babylonian exile, the rightful heir to the throne had gone into 
hiding among his own people, keeping within his own heart 
the truth of his real identity.

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be enrolled... And Joseph went up from 
Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of Da-
vid, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David” (Matt 2:1, 4). Joseph, the rightful heir to 
the Davidic throne, from whom the “son of God” (2 Sam 7:14) 
would come, held in his heart the great hope of Israel; he was 
the King of the city of David, and his son would be heir to the 
throne of God (cf. Matt. 1:1-16). He had learned the lesson 
of Adam; he did not seek his own glory but rather the fulfill-
ment of the plan of God. With every swing of the hammer and 
stroke of the saw, the humble carpenter from Nazareth quietly 
guarded the throne of the Promised One.

In that day a child was born, “in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord” (Lk. 2:11). Kings came from the east, 
 Continued on page 14

The NaTiviTy of The New adam
By Fr Hezekias Carnazzo
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This morning he was very tired after celebrating the 
Liturgy for his community in Zababdeh and then 
driving to Nablus passing through several Israeli 
checkpoints on the way. Nablus is about 20 miles 

away, but the drive can take hours depending on the check-
points and the deteriorating condition of the road.

He returned home to Zababdeh around 9 p.m. His Khouri-
yea suggested he go and pick up some olives from my grand-
father’s olive trees, but he was tired so he said “no.” However, 
he relented, changed his clothes and prepared to pick them 
up. He returned with the olives and got ready to retire for the 
evening. At 11 p.m. he received a phone call from the bishop’s 
office telling him that a driver would be at the border in one 
hour to give him his monthly salary. He dressed and prepared 
to drive to the border crossing which is about 40 minutes away

Upon approaching the border he stopped his car and put on 
his black robe. This proved to be a mistake because the soldier 
standing nearby was carefully observing all his movements. 

Abouna walked to the main gate but the soldier stopped 
him. Fear began to overwhelm him as he remembered that 
a doctor was killed by the occupation army at that very spot 
some time ago. 

The priest walked a short distance and noticed a taxi com-
ing from the other direction. The taxi stopped by the soldier 
and greeted him as if he knew him. He told the soldier that he 
wanted to give the blue envelope he had with him to the priest 
who was standing nearby. The soldier said “No!”

The taxi driver begged the solider just to leave the envelope 
on the rock next to him where the priest could pick it up and 

leave. “No!” said the soldier again. The soldier insisted that 
the priest go to the gate and be processed through the check-
point. This system of harassment can take hours. 

Once on the other side he could meet the taxi driver who 
had no permit to enter the occupied territory. Soon a man with 
a Jeep arrived and offered to drive through the border cross-
ing, pick up the envelope and come back for 50 shekels (about 
$15). Father said “shukran, but no.” He was thinking that the 
man could cross the border, pick up the money and then dis-
appear and his monthly salary would be lost. This month, no 
food, no school tuition he reasoned. 

Then he received a call from the taxi driver informing that a 
man is going to cross on foot and bring the envelope. He will 
be wearing a blue t-shirt. So, Abouna said okay and waited at 
the crossing. A minute passed, then two minutes and then 10 
minutes. The priest was panicking. The money had been lost.

Suddenly a bearded young man in a blue shirt appeared. 
“Are you the priest?” he asked. He handed over the envelope. 
Yes, now there would be food for the family, thanks be to God. 

On the way back to Zababdeh, in the middle of the night, he 
mused, “If only people knew how much the occupation con-
trols our lives, how Israelis and Americans think that we are 
terrorists, and how everyone considers us to be serious security 
risks.” Tears began to roll down his cheeks. 

It’s nearly sunrise when he returns and finally is able to 
sleep.         † 

This story is base on testimony from Fr Elias Diab, pastor of St. George 
Melkite Parish in Zababdeh, Occupied Palestine. If you would like to reach 
him his e-mail address is cure.zab@yahoo.com. 

A day in the life of a  
Melkite priest in occupied Palestine

Fr Elias Diab
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“How does someone go from being a police 
officer to being a priest?” Since my ordina-
tion to the priesthood 18 years ago, I have 
probably been asked that question about 

myself more than any other.
It is not a question that is asked in a manner to gather facts 

- i.e., “What did you need to do to become a priest?” It is 
asked in an incredulous way, as though law enforcement and 
priesthood are mutually exclusive, the two furthest extremes 
of vocations in our society. How could someone possibly go 
from one extreme to the other? I feel that people are expecting 
to hear a story of a great conversion, some miraculous event 
which led to the repentance of my past police life, and the em-
brace of Christ and the Church.

My answer often disappoints: “The two roles have much 
more in common than you think.” A police officer’s job in-
volves dealing with people, listening, advising, helping, and 
protecting - and so does being a pastor.

Here is the story of my journey from police officer to priest:
On June 9, 1978, along with several other Manchester New 

Hampshire police recruits, I raised my right hand and took an 
oath. I swore to uphold and defend the Constitution, to use 
the authority of my office to protect the lives and property 
of others, and to impartially uphold the law. I had become a 
Manchester police officer. 

My life plans were unfolding. I had just received a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice, and completed an internship with 
the Manchester Police. I would be getting married 15 days 
later, and I felt like I was ready to engage my new adult life. 
When I took that oath my life changed, and it propelled me 
through my law enforcement career to the priesthood. 

After that day came many months of rigorous training with 
the Manchester Police Department, followed by more weeks 
of training at the New Hampshire Police Academy. After po-
lice academy graduation it was time to begin my work on the 
street. I still remember an old veteran cop telling me, “After 

the police academy you are a police officer, but it takes five 
years before you become a cop.” She was right. Law enforce-
ment is a vocation, a way of life, and you learn quickly whether 
it is for you, or not.

But that was not all that was going on in my life. During my 
college years I had rediscovered and reaffirmed my Catholic 
faith. I attended a Benedictine Catholic College (St Anselm 
College) and immersed myself in theology and philosophy 
courses. I was reading Scripture, studying, praying, and nur-
turing my spiritual life. I had internalized Catholic values and 
morality, but now I had to apply them to law enforcement.

All of this led to a moral dilemma which I think is at the 
heart of the question when people ask, “How does someone go 
from being a police officer to being a priest?” While on duty, 
I had to be mentally and physically prepared to use violence – 
sometimes great violence – toward others. How could I do that 
and still uphold the Lord’s command in Matthew 5:39: “But I 
tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on 
your right cheek, turn the other to him also.”

I do not want to de-
part here into an exegesis of the Lord’s Sermon on the Mount. 
Instead I want to explain how I, as a follower of Christ and 
now a priest, could have been involved in such a violent and 
dangerous profession. 

As I wrestled with this problem, I concluded this: I had to 
uphold the oath I had taken. If that meant using force on an-
other, it could be done only to stop or prevent evil, not to 
cause harm, to punish, or to vent my anger. In short, to be a 
police officer and a Christian meant that I had to learn to use 
force without malice. My intention had to be to uphold my 
sworn duty: to protect myself, others, and the community. It 
had to be undertaken without setting aside my obligation of 
Christian love. Admittedly, I was not always perfect at it, but 
this was where the bar was set for me.

Now, thankfully, being a police officer is not all about the 
use of force. There are a million other duties that police of-
ficers carry out that are personally and spiritually rewarding.  

Continued on page 14
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I was taught to use the “Five T’s:” Take The Time To Talk. 
I enjoyed speaking with people, finding out about them, and 
learning their stories. I found that people’s lives are compli-
cated, and that even the homeless or addicted – and even those 
who had committed great evil – had hopes, aspirations, strug-
gles, and disappointments. They were real people with real 
lives, made in the image and likeness of God, and therefore 
worthy of being treated as such.

The greatest lesson that I learned as a police officer was that 
we should never look at the sins and evil acts of another and 
say, “I would never do that.” The reality is that we are all ca-
pable of great evil. All it takes are the right circumstances, and 
a moment of saying “No” to God’s grace. That is our broken 
condition, from which we all need redemption and salvation. 
The saying is true: “There, but for the grace of God, go I.”

A harsh reality of police work is that it involves a lot of dark-
ness. Police officers routinely deal with the worst of people in 
the worst of circumstances. Almost nightly I was dealing with 
violence and death, domestic abuse, child sexual abuse, people 
lying and manipulating, trying to gain an edge, people who 
would attempt to hurt me or even kill me if they sensed they 
had gained some tactical advantage. It is easy – and the path 
of least resistance – for police officers to go down the rabbit 
hole of thinking that all people are essentially like the ones we 
would deal with while on duty. 

How does someone go from being a police officer to be-
ing a priest? A better question might be “How does someone 
survive the darkness of police work and then go on to become 
a priest?”

My life in the Church is what saved me. My parish saved 
me. While serving as a police officer I was actively involved at 
Our Lady of the Cedars Melkite Church in Manchester with 
my wife, Kathy, and then my children. I had discovered this 
church while in college, and after college and being newly 
married, Kathy and I were attending regularly. We found light 
and life in this little parish. No matter what evil I may have 
encountered in my work week, on Sunday I was confronted 
with this prayerful community of people who were trying to 
do good, trying to live out their Christian lives. It grounded 
me. It gave me a weekly reminder that the people I dealt with 

in my police work were the exception, not the rule.
After receiving the encouragement of others in the parish, 

I entered the deacon formation program. I was ordained a 
deacon on January 23, 1994. While serving as a deacon, and 
still working nights as a police officer, I continued my post-
graduate education and received a master’s degree in theology. 

I was ordained to the priesthood on July 6, 2002. The fol-
lowing week, I retired as a police officer. (Yes, for one week I 
was a priest and police officer at the same time!) I had been a 
police officer for 24 years and retired at the rank of detective 
lieutenant. Not long afterward I was named as the chaplain of 
the Manchester Police Department, and I serve in that role to 
this day. 

My law enforcement career was a great foundation for my 
priestly ministry. I still enjoy talking to people. I still under-
stand that people’s lives and relationships are complicated. I 
am not surprised or shocked by sin. I still believe that any of 
us are capable of anything if we turn from God’s grace. Like 
the rest of humanity, I bear the wounds of sin, and yet I know 
that God Himself has declared us worth loving and saving, and 
because of that, we are. 

The vocations of police officer and priest are quite different. 
I sometimes joke that I used to break up bar fights and ar-
rest murderers, but now I bake bread and arrange flowers. But 
these two vocations do also have much in common and it is not 
so surprising that someone would move from one to the other. 

I am sometimes asked if I miss law enforcement. To be hon-
est, I did, and occasionally still do, miss the camaraderie of 
my brother and sister officers and the adrenaline rush of high-
risk situations. But I am in awe that now God somehow acts 
through me – a sinner - for the sanctification of His people. I 
am entirely fulfilled in my priesthood because there is nothing 
greater in life than being exactly where God wants you to be 
and to be doing exactly what God wants you to do.

Like combat veterans, there is a bond that exists between 
police officers. That bond is formed when you utterly trust 
someone else to have your back when a situation goes badly. 
This bond is something that will never go away, nor do I want 
it to. Police officers will always be family to me. I will always 
serve Christ and His Church, but I will always bleed blue.      †

From Police Officer to Priest Continued from page 13

with the star of faith guiding their way, and shepherds from the 
fields heard the sound of God fulfilling His promise in their 
midst. To a small child, naked and poor, a king bows his knee, 
and at the feet of the Babe a shepherd lays his staff. The Father 
has restored Adam in the person of Jesus Christ, and through 
this Child, man’s dominion is restored.

By our Baptism and Chrismation, Christ our God has re-
stored in us the imprint of sonship. The Father has placed the 
ring of authority on the finger of mankind, His prodigal son. 

But as with Adam, our sonship is a gift of participation, and we 
are given a choice: to reject the authority of the Father, or lay 
the gift at the crib of the Child. Let us, in this day of prepara-
tion for the feast, gather our greatest treasures and recall to 
whom they belong. Let us seek out the star at its rising, and lis-
ten for the whimper of the child who wraps man in the robe of 
the King. Let us become a living sacrifice, and place ourselves 
at the feet of the Child, so that through Him we may be raised 
again to be sons of the Divine King, as Adam was of old.        †

The NaTiviTy of The New adam Continued from page 11
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On the 1st of November, I observed the 20th an-
niversary of a rather unique appointment: on that 
day in the year 2000 I was appointed ecumeni-
cal and interreligious officer of the Archdiocese 

of Los Angeles, the largest Roman Catholic Archdiocese in 
the United States. I was then - and remain so now - the only 
Greek Catholic priest serving in such a capacity in any Roman 
Catholic Diocese in the United States.

It was not a position I sought: In fact, I tried to disqualify 
myself, citing lack of educational background - but the cardinal 
archbishop at the time wouldn’t hear of it. I requested time to 
think and pray about the appointment, and he agreed. Two days 
later, his secretary phoned me and told me the cardinal wanted to 
know if I was finished praying and would be starting November 
1st! I interpreted that as a sign I should accept the position, and 
have been immensely grateful over the last 20 years that I did!

What does the role involve? Basically, I direct the Catholic 
Church’s relations will all other religions here, both with our 
fellow Christians (ecumenical) and with non-Christians (inter-
religious). We approach the two with different goals in mind. 

Christ prayed at the Last Supper that all of his followers 
“may be one, just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that 
they too might be in us, so that that world might believe that 
you have sent me” [John 17.21]. Sadly, that is not the case to-
day. By virtue of our baptism into Christ, we already enjoy a 
real but imperfect union with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
in these other denominations.

The Catholic Church laments the fracture of the Church 
Christ founded into the thousands of denominations exist-
ing today, and is committed to re-establishing full and visible 
communion among all the baptized. That is the goal of our 
ecumenical endeavors: to help heal that fracture. We do this 
both by bilateral dialogues with the various Christian denomi-
nations as well as what Pope Francis terms “journeying to-

gether.” Speaking at the annual Week of Prayer Service for 
Christian Unity in 2016, Pope Francis said: “We mustn’t wait. 
Unity is a journey we have to take, but we need to do it to-
gether. This journey involves ‘spiritual ecumenism’ – that is, 
praying together, working together, doing works of charity to-
gether, teaching together, moving forward together.”

A few examples of how we do this in Los Angeles:
Praying Together. When the catholicos of the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church visited Los Angeles, the local Armenian arch-
bishop asked me if they could use the new Roman Catholic 
cathedral for his Pontifical Liturgy (the Armenian cathedral 
here had not been built at that time and they were going to use 
a secular location). I approached the cardinal archbishop, who 
readily approved, and that Liturgy was the first – and to this 
day only – non-Catholic Eucharistic Liturgy to be held in that 
Cathedral. I was honored to be invited to read the Epistle at 
that Liturgy. When the Armenian community here observed 
the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, again they 
asked me if they could use the Roman Catholic cathedral for 
this service, which again was readily granted. I annually attend 
their archbishop’s Christmas Liturgy, and one year was invited 
to preach at it. For several years I also was asked by them to co-
ordinate their annual ecumenical prayer service in December. 

Each year we observe the Annual Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity with a special prayer service at various Christian 
churches throughout our city; I am the one charged with or-
ganizing that service each year. The archdiocese belongs to the 
Southern California Christian Forum, which seeks opportuni-
ties for broadening and deepening encounters among follow-
ers of Jesus Christ: I was elected its first Catholic president and 
have served in that capacity for several years now. We gather 
once a month - today via Zoom - for an ecumenical Bible study 
and prayer. The Forum also sponsors a local level of the Faith 
and Order Commission of the National Council of Churches. 
Here, a deeper level of theological discussion takes place based 
on documents issued by the World Council of Churches and 
the Pontifical Council for Prompting Christian Unity. The re-
sults of those discussions are then shared with the judicatory 
heads of the various churches participating. 

Los Angeles is one of the few archdioceses that have main-
tained an Evangelical/Pentecostal/Catholic Dialogue. Over the 
years, we have explored many aspects of Church life and beliefs. 
At the suggestion of the evangelical and Pentecostal members of 
the dialogue, we spent a significant amount of time looking at 
the theological underpinnings for the Catholic Church’s call for 
comprehensive immigration reform. One of the most memorable 
experiences I have ever had was being asked by a group of evan-
gelical and Pentecostal pastors to join them at a revival in the 
L.A. Coliseum: 93,000 people stood up and cheered when I, as a 
Catholic priest, greeted them simply as “their brother in Christ”!

We have also” journeyed” with our fellow Christians here 
by joining together to oppose the route of the annual L.A. 
Marathon - which effectively closed hundreds of churches on 
a Sunday. We also recently renewed our 25-year-old covenant 
with the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, and jointly issued a statement urging people 
to register to vote in the 2020 presidential election.                †

20-Year Anniversary
By Archimandrite Alexei Smith
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My whole life I have felt as 
though I had to prove that I 
am Lebanese. “Everybody 
knows” that we have certain 

features, have specific skin tones, dark hair, 
and dark eyes. To the outside world, I look 
European. I have often been asked if I am 
Swedish or Scottish based on looks alone, 
or sometimes Greek once people learn my last name. 

When I watched the episode of “Fresh Off the Boat” that 
dealt with this topic from the viewpoint of an Asian character 
in the ’90s I felt close to every child of an immigrant family. 
Now it is trendy to have “hummus” of every creative flavor in 
your refrigerator, but at that time eating mujaddara or grape 
leaves in front of your friends could be a score for the other 
team in your personal battle to be liked and popular. 

Going to an inner-city school I had a diverse set of friends 
from a racial and socioeconomic perspective. I did not realize 
how blessed I was until I went to college and heard people 
from more rural areas comment on how diverse our university 
was even though I felt quite the opposite.

Unlike many of the friends I met in NAMY and MAYA, my 
everyday friends were not Middle Eastern. The only Middle 
Eastern children I interacted with were my cousins. Every year 
at NAMY conferences I had to introduce myself as Middle 
Eastern to new members. I have a photo from a convention 
in Miami that shows five friends who all have beautiful darker 
skin and hair, and there I am awkwardly four inches taller with 
dyed red hair, blue eyes, and fair skin with freckles. 

My family emigrated twice to America. They first came to 
Lansing, Michigan, in the early 1900s, returning to Lebanon 
in the late 1910s or early 1920s because of familial obligations 
and opportunities to live and work in both southern Lebanon 
and Haifa. Some of my great uncles started moving back to 
the United States in 1954. They had been born in the Unit-
ed States and were American citizens. They sponsored other 
family members and eventually half were in Lebanon and the 

other half in the United States. Once the 
civil war broke out in 1975, my grandma, 
who was born in Haifa, asked her brother 
to start their papers because she was wor-
ried about her young sons getting caught 
up in the fighting. 

When I was growing up I regularly asked 
why they did not keep moving west until 
they hit the Pacific Ocean so they could 
live in a climate similar to their own. My 
parents established in the backyard any 
type of fruit tree or beautiful plant they 
can get to survive Michigan winters, but 
they dream of loquats and pomegranates, 
and compromise with fig trees, keeping 
them in large pots that they bring in-
doors in the winter, taking over a quarter 
of their home.

Not until the Oklahoma City bombing 
in 1995 did I have any sense that I could 
take advantage of the privilege that my fair 
skin gave me over my darker Middle East-
ern friends or family members with accents. 
Even though a Middle Easterner did not 
perpetrate this atrocity, every Middle East-
ern person in America had to hold their 
breath until the bombers were captured. In 
his own place of business my father was told 
to not bomb the person speaking to him 

“like he did Oklahoma City.” My mom asked me not to wear 
my Lebanon shirt to school because she feared for my safety. 

It is interesting being fair skinned in a world where oth-
ers assume you are “white.” You hear things that are subtly 
or not so subtly racist because people who have those views 
think they can say them in front of you because they are in a 
safe space around other white people. This happened in my 
school hallway on 9/11 when I heard some kid I did not know 
a few lockers down claim, “We are going to get those Arabs.” 
At other times, if you understand Arabic, you overhear other 
Middle Eastern people who assume they are in a safe space 
where no one else understands them, or they talk about you 
assuming you have no idea what is going on, which happens 
sometimes when I get groceries in Dearborn. 

I have visited Lebanon four times. Spending time with fam-
ily and other cousins there during our visits helped me appre-
ciate the country my parents came from even more.

The second time I went, which was my first time as an adult, I 
finally understood the things they had to put up with from their 
government, and as an environmentalist I could see some of the 
things they do to themselves. I also had a hard time with many 
people having in-home servants from a multitude of countries 
including Ethiopia. Given different circumstances I might be 
working with those individuals and going to school with them in 
the United States, as with my friend Biruktawit, a devout Chris-
tian and one of the most wonderful persons I have ever met. 

I now sometimes speak with many of my cousins there as much 
or more than with my cousins here. This past year we have talk-
ed about more serious topics unfortunately, because of protests 

Let’s Look at Our

ATTITUDES
By Ann Bulos Henderson
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against Lebanon’s corrupt government, the country’s economic 
collapse, and the gross negligence by rich Lebanese and the gov-
ernment that caused the explosion in August that killed and dis-
placed hundreds of people. In an alternate reality I might have 
been born in Lebanon and would have to deal with the same 
struggles that they do every day. 

During this past year there have been protests all over the 
United States as well. Thanks to my many identities, for years I 
have been having discussions on the topics that led to these pro-
tests with friends who are immigrants and people of color, and 
at times some of my Middle Eastern and white friends. 

I am the only Middle Eastern person some of my friends 
know and I am always happy to teach them about my family 
and Middle Eastern culture. Many friends have told me about 
their experience as black people in America. Some of the ex-
periences are painful, and others really awesome. Sometimes 
we find commonalities in both of our experiences that make us 
laugh and remind us of our childhoods. 

Friends from India, China the Philippines, and other coun-
tries across Asia have shared what it was like being raised 
in those countries, their experiences moving to the United 
States, and how their 
religions have shaped 
their world view. They 
introduce me to new 
foods and share the 
uniqueness and com-
plexity of each of their 
cultures. Growing up in 
Lansing, friends whose 
parents emigrated from 
Mexico, Cuba, and Bra-
zil shared their love for 
their parents’ countries, 
too, and the often tragic 
and hopeful reasons 
they left to come to the United States for better opportunities. 

Fortunately I work for a global firm that is comprised of 
people of all religions, ethnicities, sexual orientations, and eth-
nicities. My relationships with coworkers all over the world, in-
cluding some amazing leaders in Europe, provide me another 
perspective on how to be a good person and effective leader. We 
all have conscious and unconscious biases and every time I get to 
know a new person or learn more about an old friend it expands 
my view of the world and helps me recognize my own biases so 
that I can change myself and improve how I treat others.

My heart aches for my family overseas. I support their pro-
tests as do many of the members of our church community. My 
heart aches for so many communities globally, including my 
Syrian, Palestinian, Armenian, and Yemeni sisters and brothers. 
I find that Middle Eastern people support the protests in Leba-
non, violent or not, against a tyrannical government that abuses 
people that look like them, that are related to them, that are 
them. We are exhausted for them and the long history of abuse. 

I also have a lot of empathy for the experiences of the black 
and brown communities here in the United States. People of 
color here in America are exhausted, too, by their long his-
tory of abuse: exhausted that no matter what they do, they are 

targeted and treated unjustly by law enforcement, the medical 
community, the education system, etc. Exhausted to have to 
go to work the next day after seeing someone that looks like 
them get murdered and to have to put on a smile at work even 
though they are experiencing a shared trauma. 

I want to ask you as Christians and as human beings to take 
some steps to understand racism in you and towards you. Do a 
little reading on the statistics and history on the topics people 
are protesting here in America as well as the rhetoric you hear 
describing certain groups of people. Listen to and learn from 
people of color, and not only people of color who share a per-
spective that matches your world view. 

Research and support social programs that put less pressure 
on the police. Support more training for police officers be-
cause they deserve more so they can do their jobs more safely 
for everyone. I ask this as a person who married into a family 
with a wonderful long history working in public service in the 
state of New York. 

Question why people of color asking for more equal treat-
ment makes you feel uncomfortable. It is okay to be uncom-
fortable, because when we are most uncomfortable we grow 

the most. Buy your 
children toys/dolls of 
all colors and hair types 
so that what they play 
with represents their 
community and their 
friends. Think about 
why people used to 
want to introduce me 
to their Middle East-
ern sons and would get 
so excited because they 
couldn’t believe a fair 
skinned, blue eyed per-
son might raise their 

future Middle Eastern grandkids. Let’s expect better from our 
country, the country that gave my family better opportunities.

Like all of us I am a deeply flawed individual, but I have 
opportunities to grow and learn every day. I cherish our Mel-
kite community and look forward to my kids sitting next to 
your kids, grandkids, and family members at church, sadly now 
apart but hopefully soon together as the whole world tackles 
this pandemic.

In the past I would stay quiet or avoid people who said or 
posted bigoted or racist speech—to minimize exposing myself to 
something that I felt was not aligned to Christ’s teachings. From 
now on I am going to speak up and try my best to raise my kids 
to understand and have empathy for all children of God, and to 
see color and appreciate it. I want them to know that our Church 
doesn’t exist just for Middle Eastern people, but welcomes every-
one and the diversity that enriches our experience and expands 
our perspectives. Sometimes, in some places, we haven’t done 
that very well, but when we look at our own biases and the biases 
people have against us, with faith and prayer we can do better. †
Ann Bulos Henderson is a member of both St Joseph parish in Lansing, Michigan, 
and Our Lady of Redemption parish in Warren, Michigan. Before her marriage, she 
was active in NAMY and MAYA.

The Bulos extended family at the dock as various  
members were returning to the USA.
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The manner in which our society unfortunately 
teaches us is to seek as much as we can to satisfy 
ourselves. Surely, one’s happiness is an ideal as we 
live in this world.

But is gaining all that we can following the plan of God? We are 
made in His image and likeness. His plan in Creation was for each 
of us to grow so that we might reflect Who He is. “Be holy for I am 
holy.” (1Peter1:16) says the Lord. The world, as we have come to 
know it, is certainly not following His plan to grow in holiness.

Our first parents, Adam and Eve, had an invitation from 
Him to listen to His command so that His plan in Creation 
could unfold. At the outset, they were not mature enough to 
be given everything all at once. They would need time in their 
growth and development to slowly understand what they were 
given in that garden and then be ready to accept, in His time, 
more gifts as He saw fit.

Given free will, they were tempted and chose to make a de-
cision that would alter His plan. But God would not leave us 
alone, banished forever without hope. He sent His Son to show 
us the way, to bring us back. That growth in holiness was still 
achievable. We are each called to that holiness - a vocation, if 
we are willing to accept it, to grow in His image and likeness.

In the story of Samuel, a young boy was called by God in the 
middle of the night. Repeatedly thinking he was being sum-
moned by a human master, he was soon directed to answer 
God’s call by trusting in whatever he would hear. Samuel could 
have chosen to follow his own wants and interests. He trusted 
the Voice that he heard.

There are many different interests that beckon us. Some will 
be drawn to become, in marriage, fathers and mothers; some 
will be attracted to become scientists, teachers, health care 
providers, contractors, mechanics, artists, chefs, architects; 
some will lean towards becoming engineers, designers, enter-
tainers, postal carrier; the list goes on and on. The vocation 
to serve the Church is a deeper vocation - a calling by Christ 
Himself, Who plants a seed in our hearts and minds to build 
up His Church on earth by giving oneself in becoming a priest, 
a deacon or a monastic, male or female. 

All of these possibilities are part of vocations; all have a sin-
gle thread in common - the call to holiness. Be what you are 
each drawn to; however, remember this: keep striving to grow 
in that common shared value. Be a holy parent, be a holy sci-
entist, be a holy teacher, be a holy health care provider, be a 
holy contractor, be a holy mechanic, be a holy artist, be a holy 
chef, be a holy architect, be a holy engineer, be a holy designer, 
be a holy entertainer, be a holy postal carrier.

Give of yourselves back to Him Who gave you life! Give of 
yourselves to learn His way. Give of yourselves to grow in the 
knowledge of Who He is and what is taught about Him by 
the holy Church. Give of yourselves to be instruments in the 
hands of God. Give of yourselves to be the Gospel that some-
one needs to hear. Give of yourselves to keep those entrusted 
to you close to the Church. Give of yourselves when your pos-
sessions will be a blessing for His kingdom here on earth.

Say: “Here I am Lord; Your servant is listening!” (1Samuel 
3:7) Inspire me to learn how to become holy. Teach me Your 
commandments! Show me the way to have You living in me! 
Teach me to do Your will! Let me, in time, become a living 
icon, reflecting Your love, Your mercy, Your forgiveness, Your 
generosity! Let me reflect Your Light to enflame the hearts of 
others who are searching!  Let us not imitate our first parents 
who chose their own will and wants. Let us not listen to the 
world and its leaders who have no interest in bringing us closer 
to the Author of life. Let us not become grabbers of things that 
we think will satisfy us in this life.

Yes, holiness is not an easy value to obtain. But so, too, it is 
not impossible for those who are willing to accept it as their vo-
cation. It takes courage; sometimes is painful; sometimes falling 
off course but picking oneself up time and time again. It means 
giving up so many of our cravings - including the abandon-
ing of the pursuit of my being the center. Several of us might 
choose to follow our own wants. If that happens, we will be the 
ones who will miss out in what God wants to share with us. 
Each of us must be another Samuel, open to hearing the call to 
seeking holiness and then, by action, committing ourselves to 
adhering to the call by doing His will.  “Speak, Lord!”             †

SPEAK, LORDYour servant  
is listening!Archimandrite

John Azar
Director of the 
Office of Vocations
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Signaling that the leadership of the Catholic Church will 
not be deterred from publicly confronting the second 
Catholic president in U.S. history over philosophical 
differences, the head of the U.S. bishops’ conference 

cautioned that President-elect Joe Biden’s support for legalized 
abortion creates a “difficult and complex situation.”

“When politicians who profess the Catholic faith support 
[legalized abortion], there are additional problems,” said Los 
Angeles Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. “Among other things, it creates 
confusion among the faithful about what the Catholic Church 
actually teaches on these questions.”

Gomez also announced the formation of a working group to 
examine the issue.

The remarks came Nov. 17 during the conclusion of the final 
day of the U.S. bishops’ virtual meeting and just one week after 
Gomez offered his formal congratulations to Biden.

In recent weeks, some conservative Catholics have called for 
Biden, a regular Massgoer, to be denied Communion, a move 
his bishop has previously rejected. 

Gomez’s announcement lacked specifics, noting that the 
working group would be chaired by Detroit Archbishop Al-
len Vigneron, who also serves as the vice president of the U.S. 
bishops’ conference, and would include the heads of various 

bishops’ committees affected by areas of policy concern, along 
with the heads of the committees on doctrine and communica-
tion. He said additional details would be forthcoming. 

“For only a second time, we are anticipating a transition to 
a president that professes the Catholic faith,” Gomez said on 
Wednesday. “This presents certain opportunities but also cer-
tain challenges.”

He said that there is reason to believe that Biden’s Catholic 
faith will motivate him to pursue policies that align with Cath-
olic teaching on immigration reform, refugees, the poor, initia-
tives against racism, the death penalty, and climate change. 

Yet Gomez also touched on the issue of abortion, saying 
that Biden’s opposition to the Hyde Amendment, which bars 
federal funding for abortion, and his support of Roe v. Wade, 
both go “against some fundamental values we hold dear as 
Catholics.”

“Both of these policies undermine our preeminent priority of 
the elimination of abortion,” he added.

Gomez said the decision to launch a working group comes at 
the suggestion of several committee heads of the U.S. bishops 
and received the “unanimous support” of the conference’s ex-
ecutive committee. 

The bishops also formed a working group on immigration 
after the election of President Trump in 2016.    †

U.S. bishops 
highlight  

differences  
with Biden  

on abortion
By ChrisTopher WhiTe 

National Catholic Reporter

Archbishop José Gomez speaks to pro-life advocates during the OneLife LA rally in Los Angeles Jan. 18, 2020, held to mark the anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s 1973 decision legalizing abortion. (CNS/Angelus News/Victor Aleman)

U.S. bishops 
highlight  

differences  
with Biden  

on abortion
By ChrisTopher WhiTe

National Catholic Reporter
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A Byzantine church said to have built around the location where Jesus referred to Simon Peter as “the rock” was discov-
ered in a nature reserve in northern Israel. 

The ruins of the former church, dated to have been built around the start of the fifth century, was recently discovered 
 at the foot of a waterfall in the Banias Nature Reserve.

The Times of Israel reports that the church might have been built in the area once known as Caesarea Philippi to commemo-
rate the events recorded in Matthew 16.

In the passage, Jesus asked His disciples who He was, with Peter responding that He was the Messiah. From there, Jesus com-
mends Simon Peter for his statement.

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven,” 
read verses 18-19.                          †

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY: 

Church built where Jesus  
called Peter ‘the rock’ found

By Michael Gryboski
The Christian Post FO
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Memory Eternal

His Eminence Maximos, Greek 
Orthodox former Metropolitan 
of Pittsburgh, has fallen asleep in 
the Lord. He taught theology to 
a number of the St. Gregory the 
Theologian Melkite seminarians. 
He was a staunch defender of the 
Melkite presence at Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theol-
ogy in Brookline, Massachusetts, 
with which St. Gregory Seminary 
was affiliated.

His Eminence frequently visited 
our Melkite Seminary. A brilliant teacher, he was also a wise 
and compassionate spiritual father. He was a speaker at one of 
our Melkite Clergy Conferences. He was a leader at the Catho-
lic/Orthodox dialogue.

From 1966 to 1979 (his election as a bishop) he taught at 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology as professor 
of systematic theology. During his tenure at the school, he also 
served as vice president of Hellenic College and academic dean 
of the Holy Cross School of Theology.

On April 11, 1978, the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate elected him bishop of Diokleia. Archbishop Iakovos con-
secrated him to the Episcopacy on Pentecost Sunday, June 18, 
1978, at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New 
York City. He was elected in March 1979, and enthroned as the 
first bishop of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis (then Diocese) of 
Pittsburgh on April 27, 1979. In 1997, He was elected a Metro-
politan of the Throne of Constantinople to preside in Pittsburgh, 
and later in 2003 became Metropolitan of Pittsburgh.

May his memory be eternal.     †

Metropolitan Maximos
As Fr Albert Wehby, pastor 

emeritus of St. Anne Cathedral 
in North Hollywood, California, 
passed into eternal life on Septem-
ber 17. At the time of his death he 
was residing in the Chicago area.

Fr Albert was born in Deir Az-
zor, Syria, grew up in Aleppo, and 
attended local Melkite schools. He 
completed his philosophical and 
theological studies at St Joseph 
University (one year) in Beirut, 
one year at St. Anne Seminary in 

Jerusalem, and four years at the Maronite Kaslik University in 
Lebanon.

Professing solemn vows in the Basilian Aleppian Order on 
July 31, 1959, he was ordained a priest on July 4, 1963 by Arch-
bishop Neophytos Edelby, Metropolitan of Aleppo. He served 
various posts in his order in Lebanon as a teacher and pastor. 
In 1984, he was pastor of the Melkite Church in Broumanna, 
Lebanon. In 1989 he served nine months at the Melkite Chan-
cery Office in Montreal with Archbishop Michel Hakim, before 
coming to the United States.

In our eparchy, Fr Albert served as assistant at St Ann Church 
in Woodland Park, New Jersey, mainly serving the mission in 
Yonkers, New York in 1990 -1991. He served St Michael, in 
Hammond, Indiana, in 1991 -1995, then as pastor of St John 
the Baptist in Northlake, Illinois, from 1992 to 2000. In June 
2000, he was transferred to North Hollywood as pastor until his 
retirement in December 2012.

May God grant him rest among the saints and may his memory  
be eternal.          †

Reverend Albert Wehby, bao

His Grace, Gerald Nicholas Dino, DD, bishop emeritus and proto syncellus of the Eparchy of 
Phoenix in the Ruthenian Greek Catholic Church, fell asleep in the Lord on November 14, 2020 at 
the age of 80.

He was born in Binghamton, New York, on Jan. 11, 1940. He was ordained a priest on March 21, 
1965, in the Eparchy of Passaic. On March 27, 2008, he was consecrated the fourth bishop of the Ep-
archy of Van Nuys, California. In February of 2010,  Bishop Gerald petitioned the Holy See to transfer 
the eparchy from Van Nuys to Phoenix. During his reign the eparchy experienced significant growth.

On reaching the age of 75, His Grace, Bishop Gerald, submitted his resignation to Pope Francis, who 
accepted it. He was succeeded by John Stephen Pazak in May 2016.

May he rest in a place of light, a place of happiness, a place of peace where there is no pain, no grief, no sighing.     †

Byzantine Catholic Bishop Gerald Dino
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John Burger | September 25, 2020  |  Aleteia

Bobcat fire goes around St Andrew’s Abbey,  
“like the parting of the Red Sea.”

California forest fire spares 
Benedictine monastery

“God in his mercy saved the abbey for whatever 
reason. But I can’t answer why other people’s 
homes have burned to the ground.”

Such are the mixed sentiments of Benedic-
tine Fr Damien Toilolo, abbot of St Andrew’s Abbey in Valy-
ermo, California, which was spared from the destruction of 
the Bobcat fire last week. The Bobcat fire has destroyed some 
95,000 acres in the Antelope Valley northeast of Los Angeles 
since it was started under dry conditions and high winds. As it 
spread, Fr Damien and his 20 fellow Benedictines were getting 
ready to evacuate their 2,000-acre property.

“We left the abbey thinking it would burn down,” Fr Damien 
told Our Sunday Visitor. “I was resolved when I went to bed 
Friday night and said, ‘Dear Lord, tomorrow we start plan-
ning. What is the new direction you want us to go? Where do 
you want us to go?’”

But for some reason, the fire went around the abbey, sparing 
its main buildings. 

“I thought to myself, ‘It’s like the parting of the Red Sea.’ 
The fire just went around,” the abbot exclaimed.

Though it’s too early for the monks to return – electricity has 
to be restored, and the local fire department has to give the all-
clear – Fr Damien is reflecting on the ordeal as a “life-teaching 
moment where we get another perspective on the most impor-
tant things in life.”

Most of the monks are staying temporarily at an old convent 
in Manhattan Beach, about 115 miles away. Five of the monks 
are staying in nearby private homes as the convent isn’t large 
enough for the whole community.

2020 has been an unprecedented forest fire season on the 
west coast. In September alone, the fires in California have 
killed 26 people and destroyed more than 6,100 structures.     †
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Catholics make up 17.73% of 
the world’s population. 
In December of 2018 
the world’s population 
was 7.5 billion (that’s an 
increase of just over 88 
million people compared 

to the previous year). 
Catholics at that time 
numbered 1.32 billion – 

an overall increase of 15.7 million 
compared to the previous year. 
The percentage of catholics in 
the world remained the same, at 
17.73%.

The State of the Church
By Statistics

To Commemorate the 94th Anniversary of World Mission Day, which took place on October 18, Fides News Service has com-
piled an index of statistics that provide a picture of The Catholic Church Today. The data used concerns the members of the 
Church, its structures, healthcare, welfare and education and was taken from the Church’s Book Of Statistics, which was updated 
in December of 2018. 

Here’s a look at the Catholic Church in numbers: 

The total number 
of bishops in the 
world decreased by 
12, to 5,377.

The total number of 
priests in the world 
also decreased this 
year, to 414,065 (- 
517). The continent 
which registered a 
major decrease was 

again Europe (-2.675). 
The United States also 

saw a large decrease with 104 
fewer priests. Increases were 
registered in Africa (+1.391), asia 
(+823) and oceania (+48). 

There was an overall 
decrease in the number of 
women religious, by 7,249 

to a total 641,661. An 
increase, once again 
was registered, in 
Africa (+2.220) and in 

Asia (+1.218), decrease in Europe 
(-7.167), America (-3.253) and 
Oceania (-267).

 The number of lay 
missionaries in the 
world is 376,188, with 
an overall increase of 
20,388, in Europe 
(+128), America 

(+8,129), Asia (+12,433), 
decrease in Oceania (-12) 

and in Africa (-290).

 Catechists in the world 
decreased by 43,697, 
to a total 3,076,624. 
Decreases were 
registered in America 
(-40,846), Europe 
(-9,418), Oceania (-321), 
increases were registered in Africa 
(+5,133) and in Asia (+1,755). 

The number of major 
seminarians (adults), 

diocesan and religious, 
increased this year by 552, 

reaching a total of 115,880. 
Increases were seen in Africa 
(+964), in Asia (+354) and in 

Oceania (+52). Decreases were 
witnessed in Europe (-696) and in 
America (-122). 

The total number of 
minor seminarians 
(teens), diocesan and 
religious this year 
decreased for the third 
consecutive year by 

617 to 100,164. Overall 
decrease on all continents 

except Asia (+340): in America 
(-529), Africa (-226), Europe 
(-169) and in Oceania (-33). 

In the field of education, the 
catholic church runs 
73,164 kindergartens 
with 7,376,858 pupils; 
103,146 primary 
schools with just over 
35 million pupils; 49,541 
secondary schools with 
19.3 million pupils. 
The church also educates 2.25 
million high school pupils, and 3.7 
university students. 

Charity and healthcare centers 
run by the church include: 5,192 
hospitals, 15,481 dispensaries, 
577 care homes for people with 

leprosy, 15,423 
homes for the 
elderly, or the 
chronically 
ill or people 
with a 

disability, 9,295 
orphanages, 10,747 

creches (day care centers), 12,515 
marriage counseling centers, 3,225 
social rehabilitation centers and 
31,091 other kinds of institutes. 

The State of the Church
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A major ecumenical charity is warning about the harm-
ful impact COVID-19 policies are having on tour-
ism to the birthplace of Jesus.

The U.K.-based Friends of the Holy Land, which 
supports Christian families that live in the region, said the 
pandemic is causing hard times for Bethlehem.

“[F]ar from there being no room at the inn, coronavirus has 
devastated livelihoods as bustling pilgrim hotspots are aban-
doned,” the charity said in a recent update on its efforts help-
ing Christians in need.

The Church of the Nativity and Manger Square are but two 
popular sites in the ancient land where approximately 1 mil-
lion pilgrims and foreign tourists come during the Christmas 
season. Due to the travel and other related virus restrictions, 
this year the number is zero.

“It’s a disaster for the people who live there — a massive 80 
percent of them rely on tourism for their income and have 
now been without any income since March,” the charity not-
ed. “Many are Christian families.”

Friends of the Holy Land CEO Brendan Metcalfe added, 
“Nobody could have predicted the 2020 pandemic, or that this 
total collapse of tourism would last so long.

“The whole of the Holy Land is now suffering from a lack of 
visitors that is set to continue deep into 2021.”

Because of the high numbers of tourists annually, the tour-
ism business seems like a stable means of income for many 
families, he noted.

“Bethlehem churches who have also helped so far, are now 
running out of funds, and there is nothing forthcoming from 
the Palestinian Authority. There is no furlough scheme or 
other form of safety net, so people really need the aid we can 
give,” Metcalfe said.

The charity is now raising funds for the increasing number 
of families facing dire financial straits. Layoffs are expected 
across several sectors due to the crisis.

“We want to supply more emergency food and pay off ur-
gent medical or utility bills that are plunging vulnerable fami-
lies into debt. We think Bethlehem, of all places, should be 
able to enjoy Christmas,” Metcalfe said.

Friends of the Holy Land is a nonpolitical Christian charity 
with the mission “to secure a resilient and enduring Christian 
community in the West Bank, Gaza, Israel and Jordan — the 
part of the world that Christians call the Holy Land,” accord-
ing to its website. It accomplishes its goals by providing practi-
cal help directly to the neediest and most vulnerable Christian 
families. The charity supports Middle Eastern Christians from 
all denominations, and is backed by church leaders in England, 
Wales and Scotland.       †

Bethlehem 
‘has been 
devastated’

by COVID-19 policies, charity says
By Brandon Showalter
CP Reporter 
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about the Second Letter to the Corinthians
By Abouna Yacoub

See how much you and yours know about your faith and traditions by completing this quiz. You can find the correct  
answers on the bottom of the opposite page. In this issue, Abouna Yacoub comes up with twenty questions about  
the Second Letter to the Corinthians.

1. How many letters to the Corinthians from St Paul 
do we have in the New Testament? 
A. One 
B. Two 
C. Three 
D. Four

2. In the Church year, when do we read from  
2 Corinthians? 
A. the Sundays of Great Lent 
B. the Sundays after Pascha 
C. the Sundays after Pentecost 
D. the Sundays before Christmas

3. Which of his co-workers and fellow apostles  
does St Paul mention in 2 Corinthians? 
A. Titus 
B. Timothy 
C. Silvanus 
D. All of the above.

4. St Paul says that God “has made us competent  
to be ministers of a new ________” (3:5-6). 
A. Religion 
B. Message 
C. Covenant 
D. Faith

5. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
______________” (3:17). 
A. Freedom 
B. Happiness 
C. Redemption 
D. Salvation

6. “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new _________” 
(5:17). 
A. Beginning 
B. Creation 
C. Opportunity 
D. Birth

7. St Paul tells the Corinthians, “Now is the acceptable 
time; now is the day of ___________” (6:2). 
A. Judgement 
B. Victory 
C. Vindication 
D. Salvation

8. St Paul reminds the Corinthians that “we are the 
temple of the ________ God” (6:16). 
A. Holy 
B. Eternal 
C. Living 
D. Almighty

TWENTY 
QUESTIONS
TWENTY 
QUESTIONS



9. The Church in Macedonia gave generously  
in a time of great affliction (8:1-6), even though  
they were ___________. 
A. Very poor 
B. Very rich 
C. Very reluctant 
D. Very troubled

10. Which of these well-known sayings comes from  
2 Corinthians (9:7)? 
A. Penny wise and pound foolish 
B. Give until it hurts 
C. God loves a cheerful giver 
D. A fool and his money are soon parted

11. Why did the Lord give authority to  
Paul and Timothy (10:8)? 
A. To build up the Corinthians 
B. To admonish the Corinthians 
C. To teach the Corinthians 
D. To correct the Corinthian

12. St Paul fears that the Corinthians’ thoughts will  
be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to 
Christ (11:3). 
A. True 
B. False

13. There was a problem in Corinth of people  
believing deceitful visitors who preached  
false teachings (11:4). 
A. True 
B. False

14. “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
___________” (11:14)? 
A. God 
B. Truth 
C. Righteousness 
D. Light

15. St Paul says (11:24-27) that three times he was 
A. Jailed and flogged 
B. Insulted and stoned 
C. Beaten and shipwrecked 
D. Cold and naked

16. When St Paul tells about visions and revelations, he 
says that he was given ________ to keep him from 
being too elated (12:1-7). 
A. a special instruction 
B. a thorn in the flesh 
C. a difficult task 
D. a watchful servant

17. St Paul writes (12:14) that he is ready to visit the 
Corinthians for the ________ time. 
A. First 
B. Second 
C. Third 
D. Fourth

18. What does St Paul fear he will find when he comes 
to Corinth (12:20)? 
A. Quarreling and jealousy 
B. Anger and selfishness 
C. Slander, greed, and deceit 
D. All of the above

19. St Paul says (13:9) that he rejoices when he is weak 
and the Corinthians are 
A. Strong 
B. Healthy 
C. Wise 
D. Weak

20. In the Divine Liturgy, when does the priest repeat 
these words with which St Paul closes this letter:  
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
all of you” (13:13)? 
A. Before reading the Gospel 
B. At the beginning of the Anaphora 
C. After Holy Communion 
D. Before the Nicene Creed
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1. B

2. C

3. D

4. C

5. A

6. B

7. D

8. C

9. A

10. C

11. A

12. A

13. A

14. D

15. C

16. B

17. C

18. D

19. A

20. B

ANSWERS
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EPARCHY
Around the
EPARCHY
2020 Clergy 
Conference
Pictured are the Melkite clergy of Amer-
ica at the 2019 Clergy Conference in 
Pittsburgh. Due to the COVID-19 virus 
the 2020 Clergy Conference which was 
to be held in San Antonio was canceled. 
Instead, His Grace, Bishop Nicholas ar-
ranged regional Zoom meetings during 
which Eparchial business was discussed. 
The Zoom meetings proved to be quite 
effective. Hopefully the clergy will meet 
in San Antonio in 2021.

Blessings in a Blanket
Our Lady of Redemption  |  Warren, MI

In spite of the many roadblocks due to COVID-19, Our Lady of Redemption La-
dies Society in Warren, Michigan was still able to run our annual Blankets for Charity 
project. Normally, we gather in the church hall and help one another in their assem-
bly. This year lots of individual effort and generous monetary donations contributed 
to our success. 

The blankets are being delivered to various charities that are much in need this 
year. These blankets bring warmth, security, hope, and joy to adults and children 
experiencing hardship.

Some of our recipients include Children’s Hospital of Michigan, VFW serving our 
homeless veterans, McCrest and Angelfish which support homeless 
families and those in financial distress, as well as other agencies such 
as Birthright and Foster Care of Michigan. This year will be our 
fifth year running this project and we are pleased to report that over 
700 blankets have been distributed in our local communities. 

To gather as a group in order to help those less fortunate is a 
rewarding and unifying activity. Our teen group is also involved in 
this project and can receive community service hours required by 
their school. If you are interested in starting a similar charitable 
activity in your church, please contact Archimandrite Michel and 
he will put you in touch with one of the chairpersons below who 
can guide you. 

Yours in Christ, 
Theresa Soloman, Therese Issa, Amy Habib
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EPARCHYEPARCHY
Around the

Holy Cross, Placentia, CA
Holy Cross Parish has significantly increased our faith 

formation meetings and activities, and kept our eyes on the theme 
of growing as disciples through prayer and study. 

To assist with our increased activities, two faith-filled disciples 
joined our parish team: On January 6, Carol Nasr started as our office 
administrator and eventually transitioned to our pastoral director. 
On August 17, Susan Lazuka became our office administrator. 
Their deep spirituality has also been an asset as we continue our 
daily 11 a.m. online prayers on Facebook and YouTube.

From May 4 to September 16, Fr François Beyrouti led 36 
classes (90 minutes each) on the Gospel of St Luke based on the 
acronym: P.R.A.Y.: Pray, Read, Analyze, and say Yes. He then 
taught six classes on the Biblical language of the Divine Liturgy 
from October 7 to November 9.

On September 16, Simone Rizkallah, host of The Endow 
Podcast, interviewed Fr François on the topic “How to P.R.A.Y. 
the Bible.” They also briefly discussed the Eastern Catholic Churches. You may listen to the podcast at: 
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-endow-podcast/id1519844969 or view it at: https://youtu.be/gfRaKucErSE

From June 22 to August 24, Carol led 10 weekly online Alpha sessions, then a charism assessment for each of the participants, 
and on October 12, 19, and 26 led the Amazing Parish’s Three Conversations. These focused on what we need prayers for in our 
lives, our faith journeys, and how the work we do brings people closer to Jesus and His Church. From October 15 to December 
17 Carol is leading our second Alpha program.

On June 13, the parish held an outdoor event for our high school and college graduates. On August 10, we celebrated our 
Sunday School (Eastern Christian Formation) graduates. Our catechists completed the VIRTUS training, then on September 20 
launched this year’s ECF program on Catechetical Sunday with a blessing of our catechists and children. On October 31, we held 
an outdoor Saints Day celebration for our children.

Our college-age and young adults have been meeting regularly via Zoom and in person, and are now reading Four Signs of a 
Dynamic Catholic.

On September 14, an evening Divine Liturgy was 
celebrated for the Feast of the Holy Cross followed 
by the blessing of the Holy Fire. The Knights 
and Ladies of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre of Jerusalem arrived early and Fr François 
spoke to them about the Melkite Divine Liturgy.

On September 26 we had an outdoor family movie 
night. On September 30 we welcomed the priests 
and staff of St Joachim Roman Catholic Church. 
Fr François spoke to them about the history and 
theology of the Eastern Catholic Churches. Our 
Lady’s Society held an evening of prayer on October 
3, and on October 4 the parish celebrated the 22nd 
ordination anniversary of Fr François.

Our Eastern Catholic Pastoral Association has been meeting regularly as a clergy support group to discuss how we are handling 
the COVID-19 situation. In the recent meetings, we focused on the above-mentioned Three Conversations and spent time 
praying for and with each other.
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St Ann, Danbury, CT
Saint Ann parish in Danbury, Connecticut recently complet-

ed a restoration and renovation of the church following sub-
stantial water damage resulting from a severe storm last spring 
that wrecked havoc in western Connecticut.  The ceiling, walls, 
and several significant icons required extensive repair involv-
ing art restoration experts and various contractors. To celebrate 
the completion of the project the parish welcomed Bishop 
Nicholas on September 12-13 for the celebration of Vespers 
and Divine Liturgy. The weekend festivities included an out-
door picnic donated by Frankies Family Restaurant following 
the Divine Liturgy. While respecting COVID-19 facemask and 
social distancing precautions, the parish family enjoyed a balmy 
and relaxing Sunday afternoon with our Spiritual Father and 
Sheppard. 

The coronavirus pandemic did require cancellation of the an-
nual parish Hafli and Bazar, which were scheduled for October 
and November. But the resourceful parishioners were able to 
hold a curbside pick-up Fatayer (Meat Pie) sale on November 
8, preparing and baking 2000 pies in a single day! 
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EPARCHYEPARCHY
Around the

St Jacob, San Diego, CA
The Melkite Community of St Jacob, which holds its Divine Liturgy in

Holy Angels Church, shared this beautiful example of God’s Hand at work.

A beautful rainbow appeared over Holy Angels Church on the feast of the

Holy Angels.

Photo credit: Pani Olena Bankston
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St Ann
Woodland Park,
NJ

Saint Ann parish in 
Woodland Park, NJ 
had to cancel many 
of their fall events, 
including their annual 
2-day food festival. 

Through this, they 
have worked very hard 
to keep the community 
active and together 
holding outdoor events 
all while observing  
COVID-19 regulations 
and keeping social 
distancing.



38  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2021

N
A

M
W

 C
O

N
TA

C
T 

IN
FO

R
M

A
TI

O
N

SUSAN ELEK
President  
Our Lady of Redemption
586-939-0650
elek70@comcast.net

SYLVIE NAJDARIAN
Vice President
Annunciation Cathedral
339-364-1380
sylviefn@hotmail.com

COLETTE SABAK
Treasurer
Our Lady of Redemption
313-683-1085
coco999@gmail.com

To join or renew your membership in the National Association of Melkite Women, 
complete and mail this form with your dues check for $10.00 made payable to NAMW to:

COLETTE SABAK . 17870 Maple Hill Drive . Northville, MI 48168

PLEASE PRINT:

NAME _________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP _________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE _____________________EMAIL_________________________________________

PARISH _______________________________ Please circle one: NEW MEMBER RENEWAL

Remember to keep our need for vocations in your prayers. Be an advocate, 
encourage our youth to participate in your parish.
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by Susan Elek
namw president

During the Christmas season we focus on the Nativity of Jesus. The 
purpose of the National Association of Melkite Women is to serve 
the church through our support of our future priests. What better 
model do we have than our Blessed Mother Mary? She began serving 
the church when she answered yes to God’s call. Her loving service 
to Jesus throughout his life shows us how to serve Him now. NAMW 
continues to work for the benefit of our seminarians. We feel proud 
that we are continuing the work of the Ointment Bearing Women 
in the 21st century. If you are not a member of NAMW, join us by 
sending the application below.

Rejoice in the birth of Jesus Christ remembering the sacrifices of His 
mother, Mary.  Pray daily that the church will be blessed with priests 
who will keep the Melkite Church alive and well in the United States.

The National Association of Melkite Women  
wishes you and your families a  

Blessed Christmas and New Year.  
Christ is Born! Give Him Glory!

prayer for seMinarians

Lord Jesus Christ, we pray for these men whom You have called 
to discern priesthood. We beg Your continued blessings on our 

Eparchy and families. Call forth even more men of generous 
spirit and fervent love whom You desire for this holy work. 

Amen.
(St. Thomas Aquinas Church, Charlotte, NC)
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Hierarch
BISHOP NICHOLAS SAMRA

617 323 9922 | nicholas.samra@yahoo.com

Judicial Vicar 
ARCHIMANDRITE MICHAEL SKROCKI 

203 533 1996 | newtontribunal@gmail.com

Chancery Office 
SAIDEH DAGHER, Secretary

3 V.F.W. Parkway | West Roxbury, MA 02132 
617 323 9922 

Protosyncellos 
ARCHIMANDRITE PHILIP RACZKA

617 323 5242 | graczka@alumni.nd.edu 

Chancellor 
FR THEOPHAN LEONARCZYK
617 323 9922 | chancery@melkite.org 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
FR HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO

 703 504 8733
FatherHezekias@gmail.com 

Sophia Magazine 
ARCHIMANDRITE JAMES BABCOCK

Editor in Chief 
714 600 3660

Sophiamelkite@gmail.com 

Sophia Press Publications 
SAIDEH DAGHER

617 323 9922 

WEBSITE 
melkite.org | webmaster@melkite.org 

National Association of Melkite Women (NAMW) 
SUSAN ELEK

586 939 0650 | elek70@comcast.net

 Clergy Conference Coordinator 
FR CHRISTOPHER MANUELE

570 343 6092 

Melkite Association of Young Adults (MAYA)
MARIE BAROODY Co-Chair

205 542 9947 | mariebaroody@gmail.com

JULIANA JADON Co-Chair
305 546 6049 | jnjadon@gmail.com

WeBsiTe: usmaya.org 

National Association of Melkite Youth (NAMY) 
ARCHPRIEST THOMAS STEINMETZ

603 623 8944 | Oloc.church@comcast.net 

Vocation Director 
ARCHIMANDRITE JOHN AZAR
404 373 9522 | vocations@melkite.org 

Deacon Formation Director 
FR BRYAN McNEIL

978 314 1962 | Brymc56@comcast.net

Presbyteral Council 
Most Rev. Nicholas J. Samra; 

Archimandrites Philip Raczka, James Babcock, 
Michel Cheble, Damon Geiger, 

Mark Melone, Eugene Mitchell, BSO, 
Kenneth Sherman, Alexei Smith; 

Archpriest Peter Boutros; 
Fathers Francois Beyrouti, 

Theophan Leonarczyk, Bryan McNeil

College of Eparchial Consultors:
Archimandrite Philip Raczka

Archimandrite John Azar
Archimandrite Michael Skrocki 

Archimandrite Alexei Smith
Archimandrite Michel Cheble 
Archpriest Thomas Steinmetz 

Father Antoine Rizk
Father Doctor Francois Beyrouti

Chief Finance Officer 
DEACON ROBERT SHALHOUB

973 785 2433 | robertshalhoub@optonline.net
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BISHOP’S APPEAL 

THANKS
“What do you have that you have not received?”

Our Father and Shepherd, Bishop Nicholas, extends his thanks 
to all who joined in partnership with him by making an annual 
stewardship commitment to the financial support of our 
Eparchy of Newton and the Melkite Church in America. Your 
generous gift to the Bishop’s Appeal is the exercise of good 
stewardship in return for all the blessings God has given.

Last year your response to the Bishop’s Appeal enabled the 
Eparchy to fund the following vital needs of our church

The 2019/2020 Bishop Appeal was distributed as follows:
• 8 Parishes that exceeded their  

goals received a total of $16,492
• Charity (Domestic & Abroad) $25,774
• Sophia Magazine $50,973
• Religious Education $106,798
• Byzantine Catholic Seminary  

(Priestly Formation Tuition)  $77,481
• Mission Aid  $106,170

All gifts received after January 31, 2021 will be applied to the 2021 appeal. 

The enitre Melkite faithful in the United States of America  
will benefit from your generosity.

“What do you have that you have not received?”

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and He who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”

           (2 Cor. 9:6)

Your Church Depends on You.

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and He who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”


