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Amid the chants of “Axios! Axios! Axios!” (Worthy/
Mustaheq), His Beatitude Yousef, Patriarch of An-
tioch and all the East, ordained Fr François Beyrouti 
to the rank of Bishop on Wednesday, October 12, 

2022, at St Anne Cathedral in North Hollywood, California.
Concelebrating the ordination liturgy were the co-consecra-

tors, His Grace, Nicholas Samra, Eparchial Bishop of New-
ton, and Bishop Boris Gudziak, Archeparch of the Ukrainian 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia. Archimandrite Alexei Smith and 
Fr George Sayegh where concelebrants.   

Also present were His Eminence, Cardinal Roger Mahony; 
Cardinal Robert McElroy of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
San Diego; Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Papal Nuncio; Arch-
bishop Salvatore Cordileone, Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of San Francisco; Bishop Milan Lach, Byzantine Eparchy of 
Parma; Bishop Francis Kalabat, Chaldean Diocese of St Thom-
as; Bishop Ibrahim Ibrahim, Chaldean Diocese of St Thom-
as;  Bishop Emanuel, Chaldean Diocese of St Peter;  Bishop 
Abdullah Zaidan, Maronite Eparchy of Our Lady of Lebanon; 
and Bishop Mikael Mourdian, Armenian Catholic Eparchy of 
Our Lady of Nareg. Among the additional Roman Catholic hi-
erarchy were: Bishop Timothy Fryer, Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Diocese of Orange; Bishop Jamie Soto, Diocese of Sacramento; 
Bishop Oscar Cantu, Diocese of San Jose; Bishop David Mon-
roe of Kamloops, British Columbia; Bishop Ramon Bejarano, 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego; Abbot Alban Riley, OSB, Semi-
nary of Christ the King, Westminster Abbey, British Columbia; 
Msgr Seamus Horgan; Msgr Emilio Herrera.

Ecumenical guests included: Archbishop Clemis Eugene Ka-
plan, Metropolitan Vicar for the Western Archdiocese of the 
Syrian Orthodox Church; The Very Rev. John Kouki, Syrian 

Orthodox Church; Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Western 
Diocese, Armenian Apostolic Church; Father Moveses Shan-
nakia, representing Bishop Torkom Donoyan, Western Prelacy 
of the Armenian Apostolic Church; The Very Reverend Nabil 
Hanna, St Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral; Chor-
Bishop George Bet-Rasho, Assyrian Church of the East.

Many Melkite Clergy participated in the ordination. Also 
present were Fr François’ parents and family and a large del-
egation of members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sep-
ulcher, into which Fr François was recently inducted.  Many 
participants were from Holy Cross Parish in Placentia, where 
Fr François has served for the past twelve years.

A combined Arabic/English choir led the chanting in the 
packed cathedral for the Pontifical Divine Liturgy. As the hier-
arch and clergy processed in, the choir sang Axion Estin (hymn 
to the Theotokos) in Greek.  Once all had gathered inside 
the cathedral, a letter from Pope Francis was read followed 
by comments by the Papal Nuncio. His Beatitude then gave 
the triple blessing with the dikerion and trikerion representing 
the Holy Trinity and the two natures of Christ. Following the 
entrance with the Holy Gospel, the Cathedral Rector at the 
entrance to the nave announced: 

 The beloved of God, the priest François, chosen and con-
firmed is conducted here to be ordained Eparchial Bishop 
of Newton for the Melkite Church in the United States 
of America by His Beatitude Joseph, Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East, His Grace, Nicholas, Bishop of Newton 
for the Melkite Church in America, and His Grace, Boris, 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Philadelphia for the Ukrainian 
Church. Let us ask for him who will be ordained the mer-
cies of God. 

Episcopal Ordination 
of Bishop François Beyrouti

Continued on page 4
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The bishop designate François was led into the church and 
said, “I, the priest François, chosen by the mercy of God, have 
signed with my own hand my profession of faith.” His Beati-
tude then asked, “Why are you here, and what do you ask of my 
humble person?” Father François responded, “the laying on of 
hands for the grace of the most holy episcopal orders!”  Then 
approaching His Beatitude, the Patriarch said, “The grace of 
the Holy Spirit exaults you, the priest François, through my 
humble person to be the Bishop of the Eparchy of Newton for 
the Melkites in the United States of America.” 

Then the bishop-designate kissed the hand of the patriarch. 
The co-ordaining bishops took him by the shoulders and pro-
cessed three times around the holy table, while the choir sang: 
“O holy martyrs who fought the good fight and have received 
your crowns, beseech the Lord, to save our souls. Glory to 
You, O Christ God, the apostles’ pride, the martyrs’ joy, who 
have preached the consubstantial Trinity. Dance O Isaiah! The 
Virgin has conceived in her womb and has given birth to a Son, 
Emmanuel, both God and man. His name is Orient: magnify-
ing Him, we bless the Virgin.”

After the third time around the holy table, the bishop- 
designate François knelt on both knees by the south corner of 
the holy table, crossed his hands on the holy table, and placed 
his head upon them with all reverence and piety. The patri-
arch stood. His throne was moved away. He put the end of 
his omophorion on the head of the bishop-designate. The co-
ordaining bishops held the Gospel book opened with its pages 
upon the head of the bishop-designate. The patriarch put his 
right hand on the head of the bishop-designate and said: 

Divine grace, which always heals infirmities and supplies 

what is lacking, elevates by my hand the presbyter François, 
beloved by God, to be Bishop of the Eparchy of Newton. Let 
us pray for him, therefore, that the grace of the all-holy 
Spirit may come upon him. 

 O Master, Lord our God, who established by your il-
lustrious apostle Paul the hierarchy of ranks and orders for 
the service of your venerable and pure mysteries at your 
holy altar—first apostles, second prophets, third teachers—
O Lord of all, strengthen by the presence, power and the 
grace of your Holy Spirit, him who has been elected and 
judged worthy to take this evangelical yoke and the high-
priestly dignity by the hand of me a sinner and by that of 
the bishops who minister with me. As you strengthened the 
holy apostles and prophets, as you anointed kings, and as you 
sanctified high-priests, give him an irreproachable high-
priesthood, and adorning him with all sanctity, make him 
holy so that he may be worthy to pray for the salvation of the 
people and to be heard by you. For your name is blessed and 
your kingdom glorified, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now 
and forever and to the ages of ages. 

The liturgy then continued in the usual manner.
Following the ordination liturgy, a grand banquet was held 

at the Great Ceasar Banquet Hall in Tujunga.
On October 13, a Hierarchical Diving Liturgy was celebrat-

ed by His Grace, Bishop François, at St Anne Cathedral.
On the way to Boston, where the new bishop will be in-

stalled at the Eparch of Newton, His Beatitude, Patriach 
Yousef, and Bishops François and Nicholas paid a visit to Our 
Lady of Redemption Melkite parish in Warren, Michigan, for 
the celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the parish.  †

Episcopal Ordination Continued from page 3



The Enthronement

At the Divine Liturgy held Wednesday, October 19, 
2022, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Annun-
ciation in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, the newly 
ordained Bishop François Beyrouti was Enthroned 

as the Bishop of the Eparchy of Newton for the Melkite Cath-
olic Church in the United States of America.

The participants were escorted into the cathedral by Knights 
of the Holy Sepulchre, along with the laity with the Cross of 
Jerusalem and the Cross of St Nicholas, followed by deacons 
and priests, the celebrants, including Bishop François, Bishop 
Nicholas, Archbishop George Gallaro, Cardinal Seán Patrick 
O’Malley and His Beatitude, Yousef, Patriarch of Antioch and 
all the East. 

The Enthronement ceremony began with the Divine Litur-
gy. The Eparchial Chancellor James Koury introduced Arch-
bishop George Gallaro, who then read the Papal letter En-
throning Bishop François as the Eparchial Bishop of Newton.

The Chancellor then introduced His Beatitude, Yousef,  
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, who then led His Grace 
François to the bishop’s throne and handed him the pastoral 
staff and offered a prayer.

The Phimi, or title, of Bishop François was read, and the 
Polychronion was then sung while the newly installed bish-
op gave a blessing with the trikerion and the dikerion for the 
first time. The deacon celebrants then formally vested Bishop 
François in his episcopal garb. At this point His Beatitude pre-
sided from the throne. 

Following the great incensation, Bishop François blessed 
the Archpriest, Archimandrite Mark Melone, who entered the 
holy place and began the liturgy until the time of the En-
trance with the Holy Gospel. Following the Entrance, the 
bishop entered the holy place, where His Grace then incensed 
the altar table in the usual manner while the troparions were 
sung: Pentecost, saints of the day, Annunciation and Konda-
kion of Pentecost. At the appointed time during the singing 
of the Trisagion, the bishop again blessed the people with the 
trikerion and the dikerion saying, “Lord, look down from 
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heaven and see this Vineyard which Your right Hand has 
planted,” and the faithful responed, “Eis polla et Despota” 
(Many years).

At the time of the Great Entrance, Bishop François 
wore his crown, carried his staff, and incensed. Then his 
hands were washed, followed by the rest of the great in-
censation. He then proceeded to the prothesis, incensed, 
removed his crown, placed the ayr (large veil) on the 
shoulder of the deacon, and then made his commemora-
tions, placing the bread on the diskos. Then the Great 
Entrance began while the bishop waited at the Holy 
Doors. Upon receiving the diskos, the bishop then com-
memorated the Pope, the Patriarch and the other bish-
ops. The same was done with the chalice. 

 At the time of the Kiss of Peace, the concelebrants 
kissed the chalice, diskos and altar and then the shoulders 
of the bishops, done in order of rank. When all the clergy 
had kissed the bishop, he exchanged the usual greeting 
with the congregation: “Christ is among us.”  The bishop 
then chanted the Anaphora aloud. Then liturgy contin-
ued as usual.

At the conclusion of the liturgy, the newly installed 
Eparchial Bishop of Newton give the final blessing with 
the trikerion and the dikerion. 

Catholic Hierarchy who participated at the Installa-
tion included:  His Beatitude, Yousef, Patriarch of An-
tioch and all the East; Bishop François Beyrouti; Bishop 
Nicholas Samra, Archbishop George Gallaro, Secretary 
of the Oriental Congregation; Bishop Milad El Jawich, 
Bishop of the Eparchy of Saint Sauveur de Montreal of 
the Melkite Catholics of Canada; Archbishop William 
Skurla, Metropolitan of Pittsburgh for the Ruthenian 
Byzantine Catholics; Bishop Kurt Burnet, Ruthenian 
Byzantine Eparch of Passiac; Cardinal Seán Patrick 
O’Malley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Boston; Mar 
Stephanos Philippos, Syro-Malankara Catholic Bishop 
of the United States; Bishop Peter Libasci, Roman Cath-
olic Bishop of Manchester, New Hampshire; Bishop 
Paul Chomnycky, Ukrainian Greek Catholic Bishop of 
Stamford, Connecticut; Bishop Mark O’Connell, Auxil-
iary Bishop of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bos-
ton; Bishop Robert J. McManus, Roman Catholic Bish-
op of Worcester, Massachusetts; Bishop Robert Deeley,  
Roman Catholic Bishop of Portland, Maine; Bishop 
Gregory Mansour, Bishop of St Maron of Brooklyn,  
Eparchy for the Maronite Catholics.

Ecumenical Guests: Metropolitan Methodios, Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of Boston; Bishop John Abdallah, 
Bishop of New England for the Antiochian Orthodox.

May God grant our new bishop health strength and 
salvation and many, many happy and blessed years!       †

The Enthronement Continued from page 5
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“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for He has regarded the low estate of His servant” (Luke 1:46-48).

Before the Mother of God said these words, she visited her cousin, 
Elizabeth, and John, the baby in her womb, leaped for joy. And before 

this took place, the angel Gabriel proclaimed to the holy Theotokos, “Hail, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” (Luke 1:28). These encounters led Mary to say, “Behold, I am 
the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

Today, “my” soul magnifies the Lord, and “my” spirit rejoices in God my Savior because 
He has regarded my low estate. And in your presence, I commit myself to repeat every day: 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).

The Lord frequently works silently in our lives and often we only see His plans in 
hindsight. Then, there are times, like the miracle of the multiplication of the loaves and 
fish, when Jesus gathers the crowds for everyone to experience a miracle together. We 
witness many miracles like these both in our communal and personal lives.

Saint Ignatius of Antioch, one of Patriarch Joseph’s predecessors in the Apostolic See 
of Antioch, writes in his epistle to the Smyrnaens in the year 110 AD: “Wherever the 
bishop shall appear, there let the multitude of the people also be; even as, wherever Jesus 
Christ is, there is the Catholic Church” (Paragraph 8).

Saint Ignatius points to a crucial balance of both the bishop and the people gathering 
around Jesus Christ to truly form the Church. Today, as we look around, we see the mir-
acle of all of us gathered with our Patriarch, bishops, clergy, and faithful men and women 
as a living and dynamic Church to celebrate the multiplication of the gifts of God in us 
and commit these gifts to the service of humanity and the spread of the Gospel.

I would like to thank Patriarch Yousef, who is a loving and peaceful father who has 
shown exceptional confidence in me. I want to thank Bishop Nicholas Samra, who has 
been my mentor, guide, and friend for more than 30 years. In 1990, I sent him a letter 
to inquire about the Melkite seminary in the USA. He responded by sending me some 
books and since then has been instrumental in every step of my vocation and spiritual 
growth. I want to thank Archbishop Borys Gudziak, one of my co-consecrators, who has 
been a teacher and friend for many years. He is a magnificent example of a bishop who 
pursues both academic and spiritual excellence. I want to thank the Holy Melkite Catho-
lic Synod of Antioch for electing me and Pope Francis for his confirmation. I would also 
like to thank all attending bishops, priests, and deacons for your presence and prayers.

We as Melkite Catholics trace our apostolic roots to the Acts of the Apostles, where 
“In Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians” (Acts 11:26). We cor-
rectly focus on the importance of the hierarchy as an essential link to the early Church, 
however just as crucial are all the people of God who gather and work together to form 
the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. That is why I am also grateful to all of 
you here and many others who have been integral in forming who I am.

Most importantly, I thank my parents, Elias and Maggy, and my brothers, Anthony 
and the late Joseph, for the joy of being born and raised in a family of faith and for 
showing me what it means to be a person who can slow down and respectfully be atten-
tive to the needs of others. Throughout my entire life, my family and you, the people of 
God, have been my spiritual nourishment and support. You are the source of the abun-
dant joy I feel today.

For this reason, when we as the people of God gather together to say “Behold, I am 

Becoming Disciples. Making Disciples. 
Bishop François Beyrouti’s Message
at the Divine Liturgy Ordination
October 12, 2022 

Continued on page 8



the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38), it is only then can we say together: “My 
soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for 
He has regarded the low estate of His servant” (Luke 1:46-48).

Countless men and women of faith have nourished my spiri-
tual life, which has enabled me to keep responding positively to 
the Word of God. I can feel your prayers, and it is such a joy to 
pray together as we continue to strengthen each other in our 
journey of becoming disciples and making disciples.

Today’s ordination is not a personal accomplishment or an 
elevation, in the way people often think of these words. Rather 
it is a sign of our faithfulness as a Church to the apostolic tradi-
tion of ordaining successors to the Apostles who gather with 
the entire people of God to worship Him and celebrate the Eu-
charist. It does not end there. If we are faithful to the multiple 
blessings of this celebration, then our lives will be so on fire, we 
will also be a fire of faith to the world.

We see an example of this theme in “The Sayings of the Des-
ert Fathers” where we read that “Abba Lot visited Abba Joseph 
and said to him, ‘Father, as best as I can, I say my prayers, I fast, I 

meditate, I live in peace and as far as I can, I purify my thoughts. 
What else can I do?’ The old man stood up and stretched his 
hands toward heaven. His fingers became like ten lamps of fire, 
and he said to him, ‘You must become fire itself.’”

The joy we feel today is the fire of our faith in Christ. In this 
joyful fire, we find that true discipleship is so contagious that it 
enables us to spread this life-giving fire to the world.

I have taken as my motto: “Becoming Disciples. Making Dis-
ciples,” because this is our identity as the people of God. We are 
on an ongoing journey of becoming disciples together and only 
from that unity will our light shine to others.

There is a lot of attention on me today. However, in isolation, 
I am not the Church. All of us together are the Church, called 
by the crucified and risen Messiah to be disciples on fire.

Thus, I challenge you to ask today and every day “Are you 
disciples who are burning with fire? And are you ready to set the 
world on fire?” If so, together our souls will continue to magni-
fy the Lord and our spirits will keep rejoicing in God our Savior 
as we commit to becoming disciples and making disciples of all 
the nations.          †

Bishop François Beyrouti’s Message Continued from page 7
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Your Beatitude, Patriarch Joseph, Your Excellency 
Bishop Nicholas, and all clergy, friends and family.

I don’t usually give a homily like this, but I figure I 
can give it a shot. 

My name is Anthony Beyrouti; I am François’ younger 
brother. We are not twins as many people keep asking, and no 
I am not his older brother as someone suggested today. I guess 
being a man of God has kept him looking young.

Looking back at François’ life, one theme seems to arise. 
Despite great turmoil, through hard work and dedication 
comes great achievement.

I’m going to give you a bit of a history lesson on François, so 
let’s go back to the beginning. A young François Elias Beyrouti 
was born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1971. 

He had a brother named Joseph, who was one year older. At 
the young age of four, life was going well, lots of family, lots of 
friends, lots of relatives all around. Then the war hit, and my 
Mom and Dad decided to leave the country the next day. The 
family eventually settled down in Vancouver, Canada.

As the kids grew up, they went to a local Catholic school 
named St Edmund’s Elementary School, where they would 
serve at the altar on Sundays. François would meet one of his 

Despite great turmoil, 
through hard work and dedication 
comes great achievement. 
Banquet Speech by Anthony Beyrouti
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early mentors, the now-retired Bishop David Monroe. They 
struck up a bond as the brothers would become quite the altar 
serving combination. From St Edmund’s they went down the 
street to St Thomas Aquinas High School. 

 One day after graduating from STA, François told the 
family he was going to the Seminary of Christ the King, in 
Mission, British Columbia, because he wanted to become  
a priest.

At the seminary he would meet many very important people 
in his life, but it was an old lady, Mrs. Audrey Mellors, who 
would teach him and all the other priests in the seminary 
how to speak to large crowds and truly share the message of 
God with their parishioners. Between her and the seminary, 
François would become very inspirational in his homilies and 
always find things to keep the crowd excited from speaking 
about One Direction to whatever was relevant at the time.

Before anyone knew what happened, he would graduate 
and then move to Ottawa to study theology while living at the 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary. Two years after that he moved 
into the Melkite parish, where he would learn from the wis-
dom of a priest named Fr Habib Kwaiter.

Through hard work, François became the first member of 
our extended family to graduate from university. He soon be-
came a priest and then decided he needed to get a master’s and 
licentiate degree.

François would continue to stay in Ottawa, citing the won-
derful people and the community that they had built together 
as something he felt very strongly about and wanted to con-
tinue to be a part of. As you can see there are many of them 
here today; let’s give them a round of applause.

The tremendous success would be followed by great tur-
moil, as our eldest brother Joseph passed away from cancer. 
Next, one of François’ greatest mentors, Bishop Sleiman Haj-
jar, who ordained François, also passed away. Soon after that Fr 
Habib would also pass away.

In the middle of all this turmoil, François decided, what bet-
ter time to start writing a doctoral thesis than now! It did not 
go smoothly, but he persevered, and several years later he be-
came Dr Fr François Beyrouti.

Unfortunately, his time in Ottawa came to an end as Fran-
çois found another great mentor in Bishop Nicholas Samra. 
Although they knew each other for many years prior, now was 
the time, and Fr François moved to Orange County in Califor-
nia and was given his own parish.

About a month into his time in California, François called 
me and said, “Anthony.” “Yes brother” I said. “It’s sunny here,” 
he said. “Yes, brother I know,” I replied. “No, I don’t think you 
get it. It’s sunny every day, in the morning, in the afternoon, all 
week, and all month” he said. “Oh ya, you are in California, no 
more snow for you!” I told him. He says “It’s so weird, when I 
lived in Ottawa, I didn’t think I was depressed. Although I miss 
my friends, I’m very happy here.”

He instantly started gathering the community together, and 
before anyone knew what had happened, he had set up an out-
door tent for 600 people to come to the Palm Sunday Divine 
Liturgy and celebrate Holy Week and Easter together. Word 
got around, and in subsequent years the crowds grew to over 

750. These events were followed by outdoor activities for the 
children, live music, and of course the ultimate California flair, 
taco trucks for the community to celebrate Jesus with hun-
dreds of people. Something that had never happened in Pla-
centia or Orange County.

The parish was a lot of work, but, once again, he built up 
friendships, created a vision, persevered in tough times, and 
the result was spectacular for him and the community. He had 
the chance to leave his imprint by putting his relentless passion 
and hard work to the test. What was a tough situation turned 
into a great situation for everyone through his hard work  
and dedication.

That’s not the truly great achievement, though. The truly 
great achievement is all of you being here to celebrate with 
each other today as our priest has now been ordained the Mel-
kite Catholic bishop of America. 

The many friendships he forged through the years have led 
us here. It’s great to see so many faces from Ottawa and across 
both countries make the drive or take a flight to come see their 
children’s mentor, their youth leader, their family friend, now 
being ordained Bishop of the Eparchy of Newton.

As we get older, we realize it is not the destination that is 
important, it is the process and journey of getting to where we 
are going, and the experiences every day that we create, that 
makes this journey truly valuable.

As time goes on, we are inclined to think of how unfortunate 
it is that we must all move on and start new challenges. What 
we learn in the end is the challenges that we fight so hard to 
overcome end up being the things that lead to our success.

The challenge of leaving his home in North Vancouver to 
go to the seminary, led him to Ottawa. The challenges he faced 
in Ottawa, led him to California. With all the knowledge, re-
lationships, and hard work he has put in, he is now responsible 
for leading the Eparchy of Newton, serving the Melkite Cath-
olics and the many others who will be inspired by his vision, 
in the Boston area and across the country. I am sure he will hit 
the ground running!

We know for sure he had a spectacular example in Bishop 
Nicholas, and we also know that his work ethic is unmatched. 
He will work with those around him to create a thriving  
Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America. 

The one thing we know about François is that he will be 
relentless in his quest to share the word of God with those 
around him. He will drive and fly wherever he needs to in or-
der to share the gifts God has given him, and, in the end, all 
the challenges he will face will work out, and something great 
will be there in the end.

Today we are here to celebrate, not alone, but together, be-
cause all these memories are worth celebrating.

 Today as we celebrate with each other, we see this person 
who has been in our lives, some from birth and many from the 
communities he served. We all celebrate because we know the 
Melkite Catholic Church in America is in good hands. 

I would like everyone to raise a glass. I would like to offer 
up a toast to being here together with you tonight. There is 
nowhere I’d rather be, and I am sure the same could be said for 
all of you.        †
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The Buick Encore is my present leased car, and it is 
now time to be shipped to California, where I will 
make my residence in Palm Desert. I purchased a 
condo there 22 years ago, realizing that retirement 

would be a reality. When I was ordained a priest 52 years ago 
there was no retirement mandate in Church law for clergy. 
However, revisions of the law brought about the issue of retire-
ment for bishops at 75 years of age. I have retired now at 78 
since Pope Francis extended me three years after I submitted 
my resignation at 75.

The new bishop, Sayidna François moves east, and yours 
truly, the old bishop, moves west. I anticipate continuing my 
research and writing the history of our Melkite Church in 
the USA. Early records are scarce, and so much research is 
needed. We also will try to activate our Melkite Outreach in 
the Coachella Valley using Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in 
Palm Springs.

 See my article in this issue on iconography and you will note 
I hope once again to pick up a paint brush and go back to paint-
ing icons. I’m self-taught and have been idle with that since 
1981, and I’m certainly not a professional iconographer.

 Let me move on to the important events since the last issue 
of Sophia and my participation in these events.

 In May I went to Palm Desert to make further plans for our 
national convention. Rosemary Shabouk flew to Palm Springs 
as national chairlady of the convention, and several meetings 
were held at the Westin hotel with our few community mem-
bers. I was assisted also by my cousins Pat and Jack Pankenier, 
who moved from Yorba Linda, California, after the death of my 
paternal Aunt, Anne Rembisz, mother of Patty.

 
Deacon Formation Program
Father Damon Gieger, retired in Palm Desert, flew into Bos-
ton to be a professor at our Deacon Formation Program. 

Farewell from Bishop Emeritus Nicholas

The Buick Encore Rolls West….
By Bishop Emeritus Nicholas J. Samra
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Before the two-week program began on May 30, he drove 
with me to St Joseph Church in Scranton, Pennsylvania, for 
a double celebration. Besides a pastoral visit to the parish, 
we celebrated a Divine Liturgy and graduation ceremony at 
St Gregory’s Academy, where our Fr Christopher Manuel is 
chaplain and professor. A great celebration for both events. 
We then drove to Paxton, Massachusetts, to begin a week-
long schedule of classes and liturgical services for our dea-
con candidates. On the Sunday of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon us as I blessed George Saikali to reader and 
subdeacon. George is a deacon candidate for Annunciation 
Cathedral Parish.

 
Holy Synod
On June 16, I flew Delta to Rome, arriving Friday, June 17, for 
our annual Melkite Synod of Bishops. Presided over by His 
Beatitude Patriarch Yousef, the synod was held in Rome this 
year because of the economic difficulties in Lebanon and also 
to allow our entire synod, patriarch and bishops, to visit Pope 
Francis, who cordially welcomed us on Monday June 20 at 8:30 
AM. Following that visit we opened the synod at the Melkite 
Church of Santa Maria in Cosmedine. Fr Abboud Chihadeh, 
our priest in Rome, was a great host, working hard to make 
us all comfortable. We reviewed our particular church law and 
made some changes. At this synod we elected priests to be bish-
ops for Baalbek and Tyre, Lebanon, a Patriarch Vicar for Egypt 
and Sudan, and of course a bishop for the USA—our own ep-
archy of Newton. In due time the following were announced: 
Archbishop Jean-Marie Chami for Egypt, Archbishop George 
Iskandar for Tyre, Fr François Beyrouti for the USA. The nom-
inee for Baalbek has still not been announced. 

 The synod concluded Saturday, June 25, with a solemn Di-
vine Liturgy and investiture for several people as Knights of 
the Holy Cross of Jerusalem, a patriarchal order. On Sunday 
we were taken by bus to Assisi to visit the cathedral and tomb 
of St Francis, and then on to Cascia, a city noted for the fa-
mous Italian Saint Rita, whose devotion has become popular in 
Lebanon. A peaceful trip home to Boston on Monday, June 27, 
where I had a few days to readjust because of jetlag.

 
National Convention
I flew back to Palm Springs airport several days prior to our 
national convention, which was in the Westin Hotel in Ran-
cho Mirage. Rosemary Shabouk pulled it all together, and 
the convention was successful, filled with beautiful liturgi-
cal services and excellent workshops. Liturgies, vespers and 
workshops all had great participation, and our evening din-
ners, dancing and socials united our conventioneers. This was 
our first major national event since Houston in 2018. The 
convention was scheduled to be in Atlanta in 2020 but was 
postponed to 2021 because of COVID-19 and then cancelled 
because COVID lingered. Through the efforts of Joseph and 
Rosemary Shabouk, we were able to host the convention in 
the Palm Springs area. Joe died (God rest his soul) after a very 
brief illness soon after making all the plans for the convention, 
and Rosemary picked up the pieces and made the convention 
work successfully.

Retirement of Archimandrite John Azar
From the Convention I flew to Atlanta, Georgia, to preside at 
the Divine Liturgy at St John Chrysostom Church celebrated 
by Fr John Azar, at his banquet honoring him for many years 
of priestly service as he retired to Florida. He faithfully served 
in Boston, Los Angeles and Atlanta, and his many achieve-
ments were so noted at the banquet. God grant you many 
years, Fr John!

 
Michigan Parishes and Church Consecration
I spent several days in Nashville, Tennessee, for the annual 
Knights of Columbus convention. The KofC is a great Catholic 
organization of men who support and help the Church in many 
ways through charitable donations locally and internationally, 
insurance, seminarian scholarships, low-interest loans for parish 
help, etc. Hopefully each Melkite parish can look into establish-
ing a KofC chapter. Some of our priests say that the KofC is a 
fraternal organization for the Roman Latin Church and not for 
the Melkite. This is totally not true! It is a men’s’ organization 
of the Catholic Church, and Melkites are Catholic!

 Leaving Tennessee, I flew to Detroit and visited St Joseph 
Church in Lansing, Michigan, with Fr Alexei Woltornist and 
his wife, Jacqui, and children. Father Alexei and family are serv-
ing the parish and are doing well as they pump more life into 
the community. I moved on to Warren, Michigan, to Our Lady 
of Redemption Church with Archimandrite Michel Cheble and 
Deacons Rick Trabulsy and David Herr. We had a three-day 
celebration of the Dormition of the Theotokos parish feast: fu-
neral of the Virgin, great vespers and the culmination on Sun-
day of the solemn consecration of the church. In 1995 we had 
groundbreaking in connection with my 25th anniversary of 
priesthood. I began the major thrust for the building project, 
and it was a great joy to consecrate this beautiful (now debt-
free) church. In my vision for the future of our Melkite Church 
in the USA with further growth, this can be the midwest ca-
thedral. I believe in ten to fifteen years we should have three 
eparchies (dioceses): Boston, Los Angeles and Warren (Detroit).

 
New Bishop François Beyrouti
On August 15, I celebrated my 78th birthday, and actually 
one week prior on August 8, Pope Francis notified Patriarch 
Yousef that he gave consent to the Holy Synod’s election of Fr 
François Beyrouti as 6th eparchial bishop, and 7th bishop in 
the USA. His Beatitude Patriarch Yousef gave me the bless-
ing to call Fr François and relay the news to him and ask him 
if he willingly accepted this position. We had chit-chat first 
and then I broke the news to him. After his affirmative reply 
we had to keep it secret until August 20—the day on which 
the pope and patriarch would make the announcement. I was 
overjoyed that a great priest and a good friend for over 30 
years would be my successor.

 Father François flew to Boston for the public announce-
ment on August 20 and the press release (news spreads quickly), 
and we had to begin all the preparations for his ordination and 
enthronement. I proposed that we have ordination at St Anne 
Co-Cathedral in Los Angeles, since Fr François served at the 

Continued on page 20
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nearby Holy Cross Church in Placentia. A week after ordina-
tion he would be enthroned at Annunciation Cathedral in Bos-
ton. Truly joyful and blessed events: Divine Liturgies in both 
cathedrals full to overflowing, along with banquets to honor 
the new bishop.

 
Our Lady of Redemption: 102 years old
In between the two events for the new bishop, Patriarch Yousef, 
Bishop François, Archbishop George Gallaro, Fr Rami Wakim 
(Patriarchate Chancellor) and I flew to Detroit on October 
14. On Saturday October 15, we had a full day of visiting the 
church and an evening grand banquet with 500 participants to 
celebrate the parish’s 100th anniversary “plus 2 Covid years.” 
The Patriarchal Divine Liturgy on Sunday October 16 was 
prayerfully sung with a full house of participants; a lunch fol-
lowed. In the evening the Fawzi and Anthony Tohme families 
hosted us at a Chaldean owned Country Club for dinner. The 
Chaldean Emeritus Bishop Ibrahim and several clergy joined 
us in celebration.

 
Ordinations and Blessings
On June 5, during the deacon formation program, I blessed 
George Saikali, member of our Annunciation Cathedral par-
ish, as reader and subdeacon. At the closing Divine Liturgy of 
the Convention on July 10, I ordained Protodeacon George 
Sayegh a priest. He now serves the Annunciation Mission in 
Covina, California, with the assistance of his wife, Margo.  Fa-
ther Gabriel Azar, who served at St Jude Church, Miami, Flor-
ida, and the Annunciation Covina Mission for more than eight 
years, returned to Lebanon to minister in his archeparchy of 
Beirut. This was done at his request, and I offer special thanks 
for his ministry in the USA.

 On the weekend of August 27-28, I visited Holy Transfigura-
tion Church, McLean, Virginia, and blessed Jerome Dorham a 
reader, Eric Ortiz and Stephen Costanzo subdeacons, and Pro-
todeacon David Baroody a priest. I returned to McLean the 
weekend of September 10 -11, and blessed Peter Wingerter, 
Jr., a reader. I ordained Peter Wingerter, Sr., a priest and Ste-
ven Rosenzweig a deacon. On Sunday, Oct. 1, I was at St Basil 
Church, Utica, New York, a visit to welcome Fr Thomas Moses 
as the new priest and blessed two brothers, Abraham Barahmeh 
and Jordan Barahmeh as readers.

 We have been blessed with many vocations to these minor 
orders as well as to diaconate and priesthood.

 And now I have gained a special title, Bishop Emeritus of 
Newton. I hear the call, “Go west young man,” or should I say 
“Go west older man,” and I will be heeding that call. By De-
cember my Buick Encore rolls west and I will follow in a plane 
to begin my years of retirement. I am grateful to God for the 
good health he gives me and has given me for 52 years in the 
priesthood, 33 as bishop and 11 as eparchial bishop; now I add 
“emeritus,” meaning retired.

 During these many years I have served to the best of my 
ability. All of you, my brother clergy and laity, have been an 
important part of my life, you all have shaped my ministry. I’m 
sure there were times you did not all agree with my decisions, 
but that is faced by everyone in overseeing positions. If I’ve 
hurt anyone, I ask for forgiveness. I always put Christ as the 
apex of life and work. I preached His good news and welcomed 
you to accept Him and His word. I was His servant called by 
Him to serve you. I pray my ministry was successful.

 Please remember me in your prayers. Each and every one 
of you has a special place in my heart and prayers. I look for-
ward to writing the history of our Melkite Church in the USA 
and at the same time beginning a community in the Coach-
ella Valley if God wills that it exists. My love, blessings and 
prayers to all!       †

 
My address so we can keep in touch:

 
72916 Ken Rosewall Lane   .   Palm Desert, CA 92260

313-912-6538
 

+Nicholas
Bishop Emeritus of Newton

The Buick Encore Rolls West.... Continued from page 19
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June 5, 2022:

u	 George Saikali blessed as Reader at Our Lady of the  
Annunciation Cathedral, W. Roxbury, MA.

July 10, 2022:

u	 Ordination to the Priesthood of Protodeacon George 
Sayegh at the Melkite National Convention’s Closing 
Divine Liturgy in Rancho Mirage, CA.  Father Sayegh 
has been assigned Administrator of Annunciation Mission, 
Covina, CA.

July 17, 2022: 

u	 Father Gabriel Azar was released as Administrator of 
Annunciation Mission, Covina, CA, and returned to the 
Archdiocese of Beirut.

u	 Retirement Farewell Divine Liturgy and banquet for  
Archimandrite John Azar at St John Chrysostom 
Church, Atlanta, GA.  Father Azar receives the title  
Pastor Emeritus” of St John’s.  

August 14, 2022:

u	 Solemn Consecration of Our Lady of Redemption 
Church, Warren, MI.

August 20, 2022:

u	  Announcement from Rome and the Patriarchate of the 
election and appointment of Fr François Beyrouti as 
the 6th Eparchial Bishop of Newton, succeeding Bishop 
Nicholas Samra.

August 28, 2022:

u	 Ordination to the Priesthood of Protodeacon David  
Baroody at Holy Transfiguration Church, McLean, VA.

u	 Blessing of Jerome Dorham as Reader, and Blessing of 
Stephen Costanzo and Eric Ortiz as Subdeacons, at 
Holy Transfiguration Church, McLean, VA.

September 11, 2022:

u	 Ordination to the Priesthood of Deacon Peter  
Wingerter, Sr., Ordination to the Diaconate of Steven 
Rosenzweig, and Blessing as Reader of Peter Wingerter, 
Jr., all at Holy Transfiguration Church, McLean, VA.

October 1, 2022

u	 Retirement was granted to Archimandrite James  
Babcock, Editor of Sophia magazine.

October 2, 2022:

u	 Blessing as Readers and Subdeacons of Abraham  
Barahmeh and Jordan Barahmeh at St Basil the Great 
Church, Utica, NY.

October 12, 2022:

u	 Episcopal Ordination of Fr François Beyrouti as the 6th 
Eparchial Bishop of Newton at St Anne Co-Cathedral, 
North Hollywood, CA.

October 19, 2022:

u	 Enthronement of Bishop François Beyrouti at  
Our Lady of the Annunciation Cathedral, W. Roxbury, MA

October 28, 2022:

u	Appointment of Father John Mefrige as  
Eparchial Vocations Director for the Eparchy of Newton. 

u	Appointment of Father Bryan McNeil as  
Director of Deacon Formation for the Eparchy of Newton.

November 16, 2022. 
Feast of the Holy and Illustrious Apostle Matthew:

u	Appointment of Father Thomas &  
Khouriyeh Rebekah Moses as National Directors  

of The National Association of Melkite Youth (NAMY).

OFFicial
— Bishop’s OFFICE —

Bishop François is pleased to announce:

— Bishop emeritus samra —
announces the following recent activities of the Bishop’s office:
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“Look down from Heaven, O God, and behold and visit this 
vine which Thy right hand has planted, and establish it.” 
Psalm 80

As his service as Hierarch of our Eparchy was draw-
ing to a close, Bishop Nicholas blessed Holy Transfiguration Parish 
in McLean, Virginia, with his presence to raise two men to the Holy 
Priesthood and one to the Holy Diaconate, as well as to bless two sub-
deacons and tonsure three readers. 

On Sunday, August 28, Bishop Nicholas ordained Father David Ba-
roody. Two weeks later, on Sunday, September 11, he ordained Father 
Peter Wingerter and Deacon Steven Rosenzweig.

On Saturday, August 27, Bishop Nicholas blessed Subdeacon Eric 
Ortiz and Subdeacon Stephen Costanzo and he tonsured Reader Je-
rome Dorham. On Saturday, September 10, he tonsured Reader Joseph 
Lanzilotti and Reader Peter Wingerter.

Bishop Nicholas in a homily noted that as Hierarch of our Epar-
chy he had ordained 27 priests. Seven of them were ordained at Holy 
Transfiguration.

In more than one way, the Melkite Church has been the focus of Father 
David Baroody’s life. A cradle Melkite, Fr David was baptized the year he 
was born, 1964. At that time there was no Melkite parish in the Washing-
ton, D.C., area, but Fr David’s grandfather, William J. Baroody, Sr., founder 
of the American Enterprise Institute, would fly priests to Washington to 
have his grandchildren baptized as Melkites. Despite not having a Mel-
kite parish close to him, William J. Baroody, Sr., was active in the Melkite 
Church for decades. He was one of the lay founders of the Holy Trans-
figuration parish in the late 1960s and he served on the Diocesan Pastoral 
Council until his repose in the Lord in 1980.

With a background in music, Fr David began training in the Byzantine 
tones while in college and in 1985 he was tonsured a Reader by Archbish-
op Joseph Tawil. Bishop John Elya ordained him a Deacon in 2003 and 
he was elevated to Protodeacon in 2009 by Archbishop Cyril Bustros. 

Father David met his future wife, Khouriyeh Cathy, née Metta, at 
the Melkite Convention hosted by Holy Transfiguration in 1984. She 
was chaperoning the youth group attending the convention from her 
home parish, Annunciation Cathedral. “I had found someone who was 
as committed to faith, family, and service as I was,” Fr David recalled. 

They were married at Holy Transfiguration in 1986. They spent 
most of the 1990s in New England, where their son David Elias was born in 1990 and their daughter Stephanie in 1993. They 
attended and served at Annunciation Cathedral and St Ann Church in Danbury, Connecticut, before returning to Washington 
and Holy Transfiguration in 1997.

Commitment to service was the guiding principle that brought Father Peter Wingerter to Holy Transfiguration and to his voca-
tion, but his journey to the priesthood took a less direct route than that of Fr David. For the past 19-plus years, Fr Peter has been 
serving our country as an officer in the military with stops along the way in Alaska and Korea, among numerous other places.

A graduate of the Franciscan University of Steubenville, Fr Peter and Khouriyeh Sarah were involved in parish life wherever he 
was assigned. Priests along the way began to suggest that he look into ordination. Living in Olympia, Washington, and attending a 
Ruthenian parish nearby, Fr Peter eventually met a Melkite priest who was a retired Air Force chaplain: Father Lawrence Gosselin, 
who is chaplain for Romanian Greek-Catholic nuns at the Holy Theophany Monastery in Olympia. His Ruthenian parish priest and 
Fr Larry, as he is known at Holy Transfiguration, encouraged Fr Peter in what was becoming his vocation. An opportunity came for 
Fr Peter to move to Washington for work. Father Larry suggested that Fr Peter and his family attend Holy Transfiguration once 

Holy TransfiguraTion 
ordinaTions and Blessings

By Phillip Battey

Left to right:  Newly tonsured Readers Jerome Dorham  
and Peter Wingerter with Reader Herman Dorham.

Diaconissa Cary, Bishop Nicholas, Deacon Steven Rosenzweig. 

From left: Newly elevated Subdeacon Eric Ortiz; 
Subdeacons Anson Groves and Joseph Gallanosa; 
newly elevated Subdeacon Stephen Costanzo



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy  |  23

they moved. They did —and five years later Fr Peter became the 
last priest Bishop Emeritus Nicholas ordained before he retired.

Father Peter and Khouriyeh Sarah were married six days af-
ter college graduation in 2002. Their children are Grace, 19; 
Peter Jr., 16; Joseph, 13; Lawrence, 11; Coeli, 8; Ruth, 6. Fa-
ther Peter also holds a Master’s Degree in Theology from the 
Byzantine Catholic Seminary of Saints Cyril and Methodius, 
Pittsburgh, and a Master’s in Business Administration.

Newly ordained Deacon Steven Rosenzweig came to the 
Melkite Church and the St George Sacramento, California, 
community through his wife Diaconissa Cary. Deacon Ste-
ven began the Eparchy’s diaconal program in 2017. He was 
tonsured a reader by Patriarch Youssef Absi during his visit to 
Sacramento in 2018.

Outside the Church, Deacon Steven worked on the Law Li-
brary staff of the University of California, Davis, and ran a 
market research consultancy supporting advertising agencies, 
public relations firms, and corporate clients. He was associated 
with one of the top fine art galleries in California for many 
years. Deacon Steven is also a principal in a California hotel 
development and management firm.

Subdeacon Eric Ortiz was born and baptized a Roman 
Catholic in Stamford, Connecticut. He notes: “My mother is 
very faithful and witnessing her devotion to God helped foster 
a desire to serve the Church.” 

While he was finishing his undergraduate education, he met 
Fr Hezekias Carnazzo, Fr Sebastian Carnazzo, Melanie Baker, 
and his future wife, Monica Graves, through the Institute of 
Catholic Culture. They introduced him to Holy Transfigu-
ration. He started attending all the services he could, often 
driving three hours from school to attend weekend services at 
Holy Transfiguration—and to visit Monica.

Monica and Subdeacon Eric were married at Holy Transfigu-
ration and have since welcomed daughter, Photini, aged 5; son, 
Malachi, aged 3; and another daughter, Zoe, aged 6 months.

Subdeacon Eric works as an engineer for the U.S. Navy.
Subdeacon Stephen Costanzo grew up in Albany, New 

York, and, later, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was baptized 
a Roman Catholic in New York as an infant. He moved to 
Virginia to attend the University of Mary Washington, where 
he majored in psychology and religious studies, graduating in 
2000. In 2002 he was awarded a Master of Teaching degree 
in special education by the University of Virginia.  He taught 
special education classes to junior high students in Richmond, 
Virginia until 2004 when he joined Seton Home Study School 
as the director of the Special Services Department, which of-
fers customized educational curricula to students with special 
learning needs. 

Subdeacon Stephen met his wife, Kerry, at the University 
of Mary Washington. They were married in 2000 and have 
nine children and one grandchild.  Claire, their oldest child, 
was married in the summer of 2021 and recently gave birth 
to granddaughter Kiara.  Their other children are Anna, 19; 
Dominic, 17; Luke, 15; Maria Magdalena, 13; Gregory, 10; 
Elizabeth, 8; Nicholas, 6; and Gabriel, 4.  

Subdeacon Stephen noted that his journey to Holy Trans-
figuration was straightforward: “I attended a Greek Orthodox 
summer camp during each of my high school years while living 

in Pittsburgh. It was there that I fell in love with the icono-
graphic and liturgical traditions of the East.  A few years af-
ter we were married, Kerry and I began attending the Divine 
Liturgy and decided that we wanted to raise our family in the 
Melkite tradition. We attended a small Melkite community 
in Front Royal, Virginia, for a number of years, and, then, in 
2016 began attending Holy Transfiguration. Even though it 
is a drive of 60 miles to attend, I cannot imagine worshiping 
anywhere else.’’

Reader Jerome Dorham started chanting three years ago. 
He notes: “I had an interest in learning liturgical music, so I 
began to stand at the Chanters’ stand, listening and watching. 
Eventually I started to learn how the services were constructed 
and about the eight tones. I am very blessed to have had a lot 
of help and instruction from the other chanters here at Holy 
Transfiguration who are all very patient and willing to share 
their knowledge.”

Reader Jerome also took a class in Byzantine Chant from 
Trisagion School of Byzantine Music, an online school.

His father is Fr Elias Dorham, the associate pastor of Holy 
Transfiguration. His older brother was tonsured as Reader 
Herman by Bishop Emeritus Nicholas in 2020.

Reader Joseph Lanzilotti first came to Holy Transfigura-
tion with a friend to attend the parish’s food festival in 2011.

“I was overwhelmed by the beauty and transcendence of the 
liturgy and the piety and welcoming nature of the parish com-
munity,” said Reader Joseph. “I began coming to Holy Trans-
figuration occasionally from that time onward and I have been 
attending regularly since 2016.”

Reader Joseph spent his younger years in northwest New 
Jersey, the oldest of six children. 

Reader Joseph and his wife, Caeli, were married at Holy 
Transfiguration Church in June of 2020. They welcomed their 
first child, James, a year later. Reader Joseph holds a Ph.D. in 
Theology from the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Stud-
ies on Marriage and Family in Washington, DC., and an M.A. 
in Theology from Ave Maria University in Ave Maria, FL. He 
also holds a B.S. in Biology from DeSales University in Center 
Valley, Pennsylvania. Reader Joseph teaches at The Heights 
School in Potomac, Maryland. 

Reader Peter Wingerter is the oldest son of Fr Peter 
Wingerter. He started serving as an acolyte on the altar at 
Holy Transfiguration not long after arriving in the Washing-
ton, DC, area five years ago. In 2020, Fr Mark Melone, the 
pastor of Holy Transfiguration, asked him if he wanted to 
chant at the kliros.

Peter notes: “At the next Vespers service, I walked up to 
the kliros and stood there through the service. I have never 
looked back.” 

A friend introduced him to Byzantine notation and recom-
mended an online school that taught that style of music.

“I signed up for the first course and started learning the  
basics of chanting,” Reader Peter said. 

“I gained more confidence and began chanting pieces by 
myself at the church. After I could confidently change tones, 
I began to lead some weekday services. This last summer, Fr 
Mark called me and told me I was going to be tonsured,” he 
concluded.        †
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AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS!
Fr George Sayegh

I was born in Alexandria, Egypt, on December 22, 1951. When I was ten years old,  my 
dad decided to emigrate to Lebanon to avoid mandatory military service. My father, my 
older brother Gabriel and I, traveled on the boat to Latakia (Syria). My Uncle George 
came and picked us up and drove us to Lebanon. My father wanted to make sure that we 
were safe and received the best education, so he looked around and found the Order of St 
Sauveur Alepin Seminary, where he registered my brother and me. From there he left for 
Egypt to bring the rest of my family. While he was there, Syria seceded from the union 
with Egypt after the 1961 Syrian coup d’etat. My parents tried to emigrate but were not 
successful. It took them four years after renouncing their Egyptian citizenship to be able to 
flee to Lebanon. There they picked up Lebanese citizenship thanks to my maternal origin 
from Machgharah (a town in the Beqaa Valley).

I stayed at the seminary during all of that time. My brother couldn’t get used to that life 
and left. Every first Sunday of the month during my parent’s absence, my grandparents and 
uncle used to come and visit. I spent a few hours with them because we weren’t allowed to 
leave the Seminary. During the summer when school was over, we were sent to Deir El Shir 
and Ras Baalbek to take care of the family orchard and whatever was needed to be done 
to the property. In later years, I started teaching French and tutoring in other subjects. I 
served as sport director, director of the choir (Byzantine singing) and was placed in charge 
of the discipline. I was a monk and took my vows of poverty, chastity and obedience and 
kept on going with my studies. Finishing my Baccalaureate in 1972, I started my study of 
philosophy and theology at the University of the Holy Spirit, Kaslik. In July 1975, I was 
dispensed of my vows and emigrated to California with my father and two of my siblings 
one year after the departure of my mother with my other two siblings. 

Arriving to California, I knew of St Anne Cathedral because my mother was already at-
tending the church. There I started again to direct the choir for ten years. I was married to 
my beautiful wife, Margo, in 1979 in Michigan at our Lady of Redemption and was blessed 
with my oldest son, Elie, in 1980 and my youngest son, Victor, in 1982. In 1987 attended 
the Seminary in Boston, and because of my background I was ordained on February 13, 
1988, as a subdeacon by the laying of hands of Archbishop Joseph Tawil of blessed memory. 
I was ordained a deacon on February 14, 1988. While I was serving St Anne’s Cathedral, 
in 2010, Fr George Bisharat was looking to start a mission in the San Gabriel Valley. Since 
I lived close by, my wife and I started knocking at doors to find a location where we could 
gather our Melkite families. I helped at this mission every other Sunday until I was needed 
more than twice a month. On July 10 of 2022, I was ordained at the end of our convention 
by the laying of hands of our beloved Bishop Nicholas Samra and assigned as Administrator 
of the Annunciation Mission in Covina.            †
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The journey to priesthood
Fr David Baroody

My path to the priesthood has been a lifelong one marked by several steps or milestones and no specific 
“road to Damascus” moment, though there is one thing that does stick out.  I’ll come back to that.  

I am a native Melkite Greek Catholic, having been baptized in the Melkite faith in 1964, the year of my 
birth.  With no Melkite Church in our area, my grandfather, William J. Baroody, would fly priests in to have 
his grandkids baptized in the faith.  Despite not having a church close to him, my grandfather was quite 
involved in the Melkite Church in America, serving on the Diocesan Pastoral Council until his repose in the 
Lord in 1980.  He instilled in me a love of our faith from a very young age.  

My community, Holy Transfiguration, was established in the late 1960s and moved into its first church 
building a couple years later. I was intrigued by the beauty of the Eastern liturgy and enjoyed singing in 
the choir and serving as an acolyte from the very beginning.  In fact, a home movie exists of my youngest 
brother’s baptism in the basement of my grandparents’ home, and I, eight-years-old at the time, was in the 
corner swinging the incense.  Because my father’s work kept him very busy, it fell to my mother, Mary Cullen 
Baroody, to pack the nine of us up and cart us to the Melkite Church 30 minutes away each week.  Growing 
up Roman Catholic, my mom could have easily taken the less challenging route and brought us to a local 
Catholic Church nearby.  Thank God and her that she made the commitment to raise us Melkite!

As I grew, I remained connected to the church, singing and serving often.  The closest thing to my “Da-
mascus” moment would come just after high school.  As a trumpet player, spring breaks each year of high 
school were spent with my high school band touring Europe, and the trips always fell during Holy Week 
and Pascha, so I was unable to celebrate the beauty of the Melkite Paschal celebrations for four years.  And 
I missed it greatly.  Returning home for spring break during my freshman year of college allowed me to ex-
perience the truly joyful and enriching celebration of Pascha again, and it changed my life.  When I heard Fr 
Joseph Francavilla, of blessed memory, sing “Christos Anesti” for the first time during that Hajmat service, 
I was hooked.  From that moment, I developed a renewed and deeper love for the liturgy, with a particular 
interest in the music.  I began training in the Byzantine tones and was tonsured a Reader in 1985.

Just prior to that, I met my future wife Kh. Cathy (née Metta), at our Melkite Convention that Holy Trans-
figuration hosted in 1984.  She belonged to the Annunciation Cathedral and was as involved in her church as 
I was in mine.  I had found someone who was as committed to faith, family, and service as I was.  We married 
at Holy Transfiguration in 1986 and spent most of the 1990s in New England, moving to the Boston area 
after our son, David Elias, was born, then to Connecticut after our daughter, Stephanie, was born, and finally 
back to Virginia in 1997.  During those years, we attended and served Annunciation Cathedral, while living 
in Boston, and St. Anne’s Church in Danbury, while we lived in Connecticut.  No matter where we were, we 
worked hard to make the Church and our home, the Domestic Church, the center of our life.  

I am so thankful for all that God has blessed me with, and Kh. Cathy and our children are at the top of 
that list.  One way my wife and I serve together is by preparing young couples for marriage.  In that context, 
we consistently tell couples they are partners on their journey to holiness and bear responsibility for one 
another in that journey.  I am grateful to have a partner with me on this journey.  “I’m not going to heaven 
without her,” I tell the couples. 

Khouriyeh Cathy has always sensed and supported my call to deeper service.  After several years of marriage, 
much uprayer, and discussion, our family agreed I should enter the Melkite Deacon Formation Program in 
2000, which was followed by my ordination to the Holy Diaconate in 2003.  We then agreed I should further 
my education in case God had more plans for me.  And it appears He did.  By the hands of our father and 
Bishop Nicholas, and with the grace of God, I was ordained to the Holy Priesthood on August 28th.  May He 
continue to guide me and all of us on our journey to holiness.                        †
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The Path to the Priesthood
Fr Peter Wingerter

The journey to the priesthood feels like a long one for me. I distinctly remember being in high school and 
feeling a desire to devote my life to some sort of service. When I went to college, I pursued a degree in Mental 
Health & Human Services thinking that I would find fulfillment in that career field. While I enjoyed a few 
internships working with different populations in need of help, I soon discovered that I would need to further 
my education if I were to devote my life to this in a serious manner. However, getting married just six days after 
graduation, I did not want to continue with school, and knew I needed to get a job since my wife and I were 
very excited to start a family as soon as possible with the thought that God would bless us with many children! 

In keeping with the theme of service, I decided to join the military, which was something I had been very 
interested in since I was a young boy. As my family grew and we bounced around the country (and the world!), 
the desire to serve God never left me, but I could never quite put my finger on exactly what it was He wanted. 
We were always involved in our parish wherever we lived, and we loved our faith very much. Eventually priests 
started suggesting I look into ordination, and that stuck with me over the years. In 2013, I separated from ac-
tive duty Air Force and joined the Air National Guard in Washington state. Thinking we were going to settle 
down there for good, I started considering and praying more seriously about pursuing ordained ministry in 
the Church. 

During our time in Washington, my family and I were attending a Ruthenian parish in Olympia, which was 
just one mile from our home. As God would have it, there was also a retired Melkite Air Force chaplain that 
lived nearby. Father Lawrence Gosselin served the Romanian Catholic nuns who lived in the area, and he and 
I became close. In time, along with the parish priest where we attended Divine Liturgy, Fr Lawrence started 
encouraging me in the direction of the priesthood. When the opportunity presented itself to move to Wash-
ington D.C., I was very hesitant to move my family to such a busy area. But, as it became apparent that this was 
where God was leading, Fr Lawrence encouraged us in that direction as well as to attend Holy Transfiguration 
Melkite parish once we settled in the area. 

Upon our arrival to Holy T (as we like to call it), I met Fr Joseph Francavilla. Shortly after our initial meet-
ing, we ended up having a wonderful discussion in which I shared who I was and the journey that God had me 
on. When I was finished talking, Fr Joe kindly looked at me and said, “I invite you to discern with us.” Quite 
honestly, I was shocked that he would say such a thing to someone he hardly knew. Later on, I found out that 
Fr Lawrence had been talking to him about me but to this day I am still humbled by Fr Joe’s very sincere in-
vitation to someone whom he had so recently met.

Over the next few years, I prayed and talked with Fr Joe (Memory Eternal!), Fr Mark Melone, my wife, 
Sarah, and a few close friends about what God might be asking of me. The support and encouragement I 
received from them cannot adequately be expressed in words but I know that without their guidance, I would 
not be where I am today. Because of them, and especially because of the loving support of Sarah, I was able 
to excitedly respond with “Yes” when Sayidna Nicholas called to ask about ordaining me to the priesthood. I 
knew at that point that this was, in fact, what God had been asking of me all along, and it is with true joy that 
I now serve His people as His priest.                 †
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In an interview with a Turkish media , the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople stated that conversations are underway between 
representatives of the Catholic and Orthodox Churches to 
come to an agreement on the common celebration of the 

most important date for Christians, namely, Easter. 
The conversations are being held in the framework of the 

coming celebration of the 1700th anniversary of the Coun-
cil of Nicaea, which took place in 325 AD, whose dispositions 
continue to be binding for both Christians denominations. Pa-
triarch Bartholomew disclosed that specialists in the scientific 
realm will be consulted to identify the most accurate date for 
the Easter celebration, given that it’s not about religious con-
siderations but about something that has to do with astronomy, 

a scientific area of human knowledge. “Our objective is that in 
this context of the anniversary, we can find a solution in regard 
to Easter. The Pope has the best intentions and I think the 
moment has arrived, both for the Orthodox Church as well as 
the Catholic, to fix a common date to celebrate Christ’s Resur-
rection. I hope that on this occasion we will be able to come to 
an agreement,” said the Patriarch of Constantinople.  

The 1700th anniversary of the Council of Nicaea will also 
coincide with the 2025 Ordinary Jubilee of the Catholic 
Church, an ecclesial event of global reach, which is usually cel-
ebrated every 25 years. In this framework, an agreement on the 
celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection would be one of the most 
important moments of that Jubilee.    †

Patriarch of Constantinople: Conversations 
Are Underway for Catholics and Orthodox  

to Celebrate Pascha on the Same Date
An agreement on the celebration of Jesus’ Resurrection  

would be one of the most important moments of the 2025 Jubilee.

NOVEMBER 16, 2022
ZENIT News/Constantinople (Istanbul)
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The patriarchs and leaders of Christian churches in 
Jerusalem praised Jordan’s King Abdullah II for 
turning a spotlight on what they say is “the deteri-
orating situation of Christian basic human rights” 

in the city and throughout the Holy Land.
The king, in his speech to the U.N. General Assembly Sept. 

20, said, “Today, Christianity in the Holy City is under fire. The 
rights of churches in Jerusalem are threatened. This cannot con-
tinue. Christianity is vital to the past and present of our region 
and the Holy Land. It must remain an integral part of our future.”

“The city is holy to billions of Muslims, Christians and Jews 
around the world,” the king said. Any policy or development 
that undermines Jerusalem’s “legal and historical status quo 
triggers global tensions and deepens religious divides. The 
Holy City must not be a place for hatred and division.”

King Abdullah, who continues to claim the traditional title of 
custodian of Jerusalem’s Muslim and Christian holy sites, has 
long complained that Israel is violating status quo agreements 

by allowing Jewish settlements in traditionally Christian and 
Muslim neighborhoods and, more recently, by not enforcing a 
1967 agreement that allows Jews to visit the compound around 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque but not to pray there. Jews refer to the 
area as the Temple Mount, the site of ancient Jewish temples.

In a statement published Sept. 27, the patriarchs and heads 
of the churches in Jerusalem—Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, 
Catholic, Anglican and Protestant—thanked the king for “his 
true and honest description of the Christian reality in the Holy 
land, especially in Jerusalem.”

“We also applaud his majesty’s public commitment to pro-
tect our communities’ historical and legal status quo, thus pre-
serving our safety and future,” the religious leaders said. “His 
majesty’s spearheading efforts to ring the bells of warning over 
the deteriorating situation of Christian basic human rights 
sends a strong message to the world regarding the clear and 
present dangers surrounding the Christian heritage and pres-
ence in Jerusalem and the rest of the Holy Land.”    †

Jerusalem 
Church 

Leaders 
Thank 

Jordan’s 
King

King of Jordan Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein 
speaks at the 77th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York City on Sept. 20. 
(Photo: AFP)

King Abdullah II, in his speech to the UN General Assembly, 
spoke about how ‘Christianity in the Holy City is under fire’

By Catholic News Service
Published: September 29, 2022
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The whole Church receives and accompanies the gift 
of vocations from God and is responsible for pro-
moting and discerning vocations. It is integral to 
the mission of the Church “to care for the birth, 

discernment and fostering of vocations, particularly those to 
the priesthood” (Pastores dabo vobis, no. 34). Within that wider 
ecclesial context, the vocation director serves on behalf of the 
eparchial bishop to promote vocations and direct those dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood and the deaconate. The voca-
tion director supports, inspires, and equips pastors, parishes, 
and diocesan personnel to create a culture of vocations in 
which men can be better equipped to answer God’s prompt-
ing. Recognizing this important ministry in our eparchy, on 
October 28th our newly installed Bishop François issued a 
decree appointing Fr John Mefrige of San Antonio, Texas, 
as the new eparchial vocations director. Father John brings a 
wealth of talent to the office. He is originally from Montréal, 
Canada and is of Syrian and Lebanese descent; he has both 
theological and psychological training, holding both a Master 
of Divinity degree (M.Div) and a Master of Science degree in 
Marriage and Family Therapy (MS MFT). Father John has 
been ordained a priest for over 20 years and has also practiced 
as a professional Marriage and Family Therapist. Father John 
is the founding pastor of Three Hierarchs Melkite Mission is 
San Antonio Texas and also serves as the Adjunct Vicar-for-
Clergy in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio. 

In the spirit this important collective responsibility and to 
kick off National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated No-
vember 6-12, 2022, every parish in the eparchy has received in 
the mail official notice of this appointment and TWO copies 
of “Conversations about the Priesthood,” a small booklet to 
guide our parish priests on how to have an effective conversa-
tion with discerning young men on ministry in the church.   

Parish Priests and other members of the community are es-
sential in assisting the vocation director in accompanying dis-
cerners along the path of discipleship and mission. Once a dis-
cerner has been identified, the vocation director works in con-
junction with the parish or another community of the faithful 

to assist in nourishing the seeds of a vocation with divine grace, 
for example by helping the man to find a spiritual director, 
maintain an active prayer life, develop a network of relation-
ships with others who bring forth fruits of authentic discern-
ment in one another, and actively seek out a solid participation 
in the mission of the parish or other community of the faithful.

NEW VOCATIONS TEAM
Additionally, and in this spirit, a new Vocations Team is being 
organized from among the clergy of the eparchy. Represen-
tatives from each geographic region are being selected along 
with the director of our deacons’ formation program to collab-
orate together to develop a comprehensive vocations strategy 
for our eparchy. All of this will be done with the experienced 
guidance of Vianney Vocations®, a premier vocations resource 
and ministry partner in the United States. Since 2009, Vian-
ney Vocations has focused solely on promoting priestly and 
religious vocations working with more than 150 Vocation Of-
fices and Dioceses around the country. They will serve as an 
extension of our vocations department coordinating and guid-
ing our new vocations team to first, assess our current and past 
efforts and help us to create a custom five-year vocations plan 
unique for our eparchy. 

The eparchy also must acknowledge and thank the outgoing 
vocations director, Archimandrite John Azar, who singlehand-
edly carried the cross of vocations in our eparchy for many 
years. Father Azar leaves the eparchy with a solid foundation 
of Melkite priestly formation upon which our new director 
can only build upon. As Catholics, we firmly believe that God 
has a plan for our lives! He calls some to marriage, some to 
consecrated celibacy or to live as generous single people and 
some to the priesthood. Fully living our own vocations—and 
teaching young people how to discern God’s call—is a serious 
duty, but also a joyful one. Please encourage the young people 
in your life—children, grandchildren, students, and friends—
to be open if God calls them to priesthood or religious life. 
For more information, as always you can contact our vocations  
office at vocations@melkite.org.      †

New 
Vocations  
Director 
Appointed

Archimandrite John Azar, left, and  
newly appointed Vocations Director Fr John Mefrige.
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As priests and pastors, we must ground our ministry in 
the words of Jesus Christ:  “My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27).

During the spring, the sheep give birth. The shep-
herds will stay with the sheep in caves at this time to protect 
the lambs from the wolves. Every morning, the shepherds will 
leave the cave in turns and the sheep will follow their own 
shepherd. At night, when they come back to the cave, the shep-
herd blocks the entrance of the cave with his long staff and 
narrows the entrance to inspect each lamb, ewe, or ram before 
they enter to spend the night, making sure they are OK.

Encouraged by higher authorities, priests take on the roles 
of directors and administrators. This destroys the real and nat-
ural relation of shepherd and sheep. All that’s needed is know-
ing, loving, and caring. We don’t need elaborate theories and 
systems and programs. Love is all it takes!

St. Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 says, “May the God of peace 
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” In ministry, we often concern ourselves with the 
spirit and the body, directing our thoughts and works  and ser-
vice toward them, and seldom even remember we have a soul!  
We teach, we do activities, we feed, we help, feel each other’s 
pain, etc.; but we almost never soulfully connect with each 
other. Soul to soul is the only answer!  

When I connect to you and you connect to me, the Holy 
Spirit gives us the grace of understanding each other, and our 
humanity with all its failures becomes to our spirit and mind 
the object of the Redemption of our Lord.

Thirty-one years ago, I had a beautiful office decorated with 
all my diplomas, certificates, and awards. A woman asked me 
to help her with her personal problem. After she sat down and 
started to tell me about her difficulties and I realized that help-
ing her was above my grade, I started to direct her to a thera-
pist for help. She was outraged and asked me the question that 
changed my last thirty-one years: “What good are your books 
and all those studies that you are flaunting on the wall?”

Probably, all she was looking for was my silent listening to 
her pain or the peace of my spiritually soothing her life. I did 
not provide either one!  I was still a young lad (maybe not just 
in age!) full of pride and set up to change the world for Christ. 

For the last twenty-nine years of my life and probably for 
what time remains for me on earth, I have been and am con-
vinced that without a soulful relationship, pastoral ministering 
is squelched.

Our heart (who we are) is the shape and direction of our soul 
as formed by our spirit. Our soul becomes more divinized at the 
rate our spirit conforms to the Holy Spirit and is formed by Him. 

Our being is rooted in our soul that contains our emotions, 
feelings, and desires. Our spirit will reflect the Holy Spirit, and 
this renders our soul connectable, and others will connect to it.

I was taught how to prepare my homilies and how to pres-
ent them, and I have done that. However, I have found out 
that sharing the Gospel is most effective within relationships 
of trust where empathy and soul-to-soul connection exists. 

I have the habit, during the coffee hour, to ask my parishio-
ners what they liked (or hated) about my homily or its content. 
I noticed that some of them consistently did not hear a word I 
said. I decided to visit a few of them and spend some time talk-
ing about their families, jobs, children, etc. To my surprise, they 
wanted to know about me more than I wanted to learn about 
them. Anyway, on the following Sundays, many of them came to 
me with questions about my homily or just to compliment what 
I said. I realized that I built trust through closeness between us!

The more I have connected my soul to God through prayer 
as Paul instructs us to pray— “at all times in the Spirit” (Ephe-
sians 6:18), the more my ministry was effective and fruitful.

When sometimes I am talking to parishioners needing help 
and I know that I have very little advice for them, I just call on 
the Holy Spirit in my heart. If nothing from Scripture comes 
to my mind, I ask the person to pray with me. Many times, 
after we pray together, the person has an insight, or a verse 
comes to me. Sometimes I tell the parishioner, “I can’t help 
you now; we need to pray for a couple of days on this; then we 
should get together again.”

The conviction that without God my ministry is doomed 
has been a source of grace for me. The working of God’s Spirit 
in the community is the real pastoral work.

In 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul declares, “What you have heard from 
me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 
who will be able to teach others also.”  Reinventing, or as we 
call it sometimes, “modernizing,” is not necessarily a good thing.

During all these years, I was guided by financial needs and 
materialistic requirements in my pastoral ministry. Although 
all these were needed, I think the Lord would have provided 
them if I loved more, shared more, prayed more, connected 
more, and believed more than I did.     †

 
The Very Rev. Archpriest Peter Boutros, with his wife, Khouriyeh Simone, has served 
St John of the Desert Church, Phoenix, Arizona, as its pastor since 2001. Father Peter 
completed his seminary formation in Jerusalem and then in Lebanon (after the six-
day war) in 1967. He made his way to the United States, and in 1973 Kh Simone 
joined him, and they married. His plans for ordination took a back seat to establishing 
a career as an electrical engineer and making a living. Eventually, in 1994, he was 
ordained deacon and served in the Ruthenian Byzantine Catholic Church until Bishop 
John Elya sent him to his home diocese in Egypt to be ordained in 2000.

Soul to Soul Is 
the Only Answer:  
Thoughts on Pastoral Ministry
By Fr Peter Boutros
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Each year on November 15, Orthodox Christians be-
gin our forty-day preparation for the coming great 
feast of the Nativity of Christ (Christmas). While 
most Christians are familiar with the forty-day fast 

of Great Lent, many are unaware that there is a similar time of 
spiritual preparation for the feast of the Nativity. 

 Customarily called the “Philip’s Fast,” because it begins on 
the day after the feast of the Apostle Philip, this time of prepa-
ration is divided into two parts, the first, observed from No-
vember 15 through December 9, is mitigated by a lesser fast, 
while the days following until the great feast are observed ac-
cording to a more rigorous fast, similar to that of Great Lent. 

 While the Synod of the Melkite Church has made the first 

part of the Philip’s fast optional, the observation of the entire 
forty days is encouraged as a way to fully enter into the sacred 
season of the Nativity spiritual prepared to welcome the com-
ing of the Lord into our hearts and homes. As the servant of 
God +Fr Joseph Francavilla often taught, where there is no 
preparation there will be no fulfillment. Fasting is an essential 
part of our Orthodox Christian life and ought to be embraced 
fully if we hope to enter fully into the feast. In other words, if 
we want to experience all that Christmas has to offer, we must 
prepare ourselves by entering fully into this time of intense 
spiritual preparation.

 The following is an extended quotation of Fr Alexander 
Schmemann on the true nature and importance of fasting:

THE NATIVITY FAST

By Fr Hezekias Carnazzo
Director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis
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 It is important . . . to discern the uniquely Christian 
content of fasting. It is first of all revealed to us in the 
interdependence between two events which we find in 
the Bible: one at the beginning of the Old Testament 
and the other at the beginning of the New Testament. 
The first event is the “breaking of the fast” by Adam 
in Paradise. He ate of the forbidden fruit. This is how 
man’s original sin is revealed to us. Christ, the New 
Adam—and this is the second event—begins by fast-
ing. Adam was tempted, and he succumbed to tempta-
tion; Christ was tempted and He overcame that temp-
tation. The results of Adam’s failure are expulsion from 
Paradise and death. The fruits of Christ’s victory are 
the destruction of death and our return to Paradise. . . .

 In the Orthodox teaching, sin is not only the trans-
gression of a rule leading to punishment; it is always 
a mutilation of life given to us by God. It is for this 
reason that the story of the original sin is presented to 
us as an act of eating. For food is means of life; it is 
that which keeps us alive. But here lies the whole ques-
tion: What does it mean to be alive and what does “life” 
mean? For us today this term has a primarily biological 
meaning: Life is precisely that which entirely depends 
on food, and more generally, on the physical world. But 
for the Holy Scripture and for Christian Tradition, this 
life “by bread alone” is identified with death because 
it is mortal life, because death is a principle always at 
work in it. God, we are told, “created no death.” He is 
the Giver of Life. How then did life become mortal? 
Why is death and death alone the only absolute condi-
tion of that which exists? The Church answers: because 
man rejected life as it was offered and given to him by 
God and preferred a life depending not on God alone 
but on “bread alone.” Not only did he disobey God for 
which he was punished; he changed the very relation-
ship between himself and the world. . . 

 Christ is the New Adam. He comes to repair the 
damage inflicted on life by Adam, to restore man to 
true life, and thus He also begins with fasting. “When 
He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He became 
hungry” (Matt. 4:2). Hunger is that state in which we 
realize our dependence on something else—when we 
urgently and essentially need food—showing thus 
that we have no life in ourselves. It is that limit be-
yond which I either die from starvation or, having 
satisfied my body, have again the impression of being 
alive. It is, in other words, the time when we face the 
ultimate question: On what does my life depend? . . .

 What then is fasting for us Christians? It is our en-
trance and participation in that experience of Christ 
Himself by which He liberates us from the total depen-
dence on food, matter, and the world. By no means is 
our liberation a full one. Living still in the fallen world, 
in the world of the Old Adam, being part of it, we still 
depend on food. But just as our death—through which 
we still must pass—has become by virtue of Christ’s 
Death a passage into life, the food we eat and the life it 

sustains can be life in God and for God. . . 
 All this means that deeply understood, fasting is the 

only means by which man recovers his true spiritual 
nature. It not a theoretical but truly a practical chal-
lenge to the great Liar who managed to convince us 
that we depend on bread alone and built all human 
knowledge, science and existence on that lie. Fasting 
is a denunciation of that lie and also the proof that it 
is a lie. It is highly significant that it was while fasting 
that Christ met Satan and that He said later that Satan 
cannot be overcome “but by fasting and prayer.” Fast-
ing is the real fight against the Devil because it is the 
challenge to that one all-embracing law which makes 
him the “Prince of this world . . .”

 Ultimately to fast means only one thing: to be hun-
gry—to go to the limit of that human condition which 
depends entirely on food and, being hungry, to discov-
er that this dependency is not the whole truth about 
man, that hunger itself is first of all a spiritual state 
and that it is in its last reality hunger for God. In the 
early Church, fasting always meant total abstinence, 
a state of hunger, pushing the body to the extreme. 
It is here, however, that we discover also that fast-
ing as a physical effort is totally meaningless without 
its spiritual counterpart: “. . . by fasting and prayer.” 
This means that without the corresponding spiritual 
effort, without feeding ourselves with Divine Reality, 
without discovering our total dependence on God and 
God alone, physical fasting would indeed be suicide. If 
Christ Himself was tempted while fasting, we have not 
a single chance of avoiding that temptation. Physical 
fasting, essential as it is, is not only meaningless, it is 
truly dangerous if it is disconnected from the spiritual 
effort—from prayer and concentration on God. . . 

 It is for this reason that we need first of all a spiri-
tual preparation for the effort of fasting. It consists 
in asking God for help and also in making our fast 
God-centered. We should fast for God’s sake. [“Great 
Lent,” pp. 93, 94, 95, 96, 97.]

 In our Orthodox Melkite tradition, there is no obligation at-
tached to the Nativity fast. Each individual and each family, after 
prayerful discernment and in conversation with one’s spiritual 
father, must decide how best to keep this season of preparation 
in a holy manner. The ideal is set before us for our guidance. The 
Holy Canons specify the following from sundown of Novem-
ber 15 to the Feast of the Nativity of Christ. ABSTINENCE 
of meat (including poultry), meat products, dairy products and 
fish. Olive oil and wine are allowed until December 10 and on 
Saturdays and Sundays during the fast. NO ABSTINENCE of 
shellfish, fruit, vegetables, vegetable products.

 During this time, Orthodox Christians regulate both the 
amount of food we eat and the number of times we eat each 
day. In other words, no food should be eaten between meals 
and at mealtime only a small portion of food should be eaten. 

 On Saturdays and Sundays during the fast, the quantity and 
number of times food is eaten is not restricted and olive oil and 
wine may be taken.       †
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The Promise of the Council
On 25 January 1959, Pope Saint John XXIII announced the 
Second Vatican Council, just three months after his election 
as pope. Although it was widely referred to at the time as an 
Ecumenical Council, in fact it was to be the first General Council 
of the Catholic Church since Vatican I in the early 1870s.

Good Pope John’s keyword for the Council was aggiornamento; 
that is, renewal of the Church, bringing it up to date to deal 
with the issues of the modern world. This meant that the 
Council would conduct itself with a spirit of love for all people, 
especially addressing non-Catholic Christians, the “separated 
brethren.” The Council would not issue condemnations, 
denunciations, and anathemas, and it sought free and open 
discussion.

The calling of the council captured the imagination of the 
whole world—especially the Christian world. When the Pope 
announced that he would invite observers from Orthodox and 
Protestant churches, people began to think with optimism 
about possibilities for Christian unity. The Council also 
offered hope for a more accessible and understandable liturgy; 
a more open, less monarchical, juridical, secretive Church; 
and engagement with the modern world—modern thinking, 

scholarship, science, living conditions, political systems.
The Council also dramatically brought to the world’s 

attention the fact that the Catholic Church is not just the 
Roman Church, but also many other ancient Catholic 
Churches: Byzantine-rite Churches from the Middle East and 
Eastern Europe; Syriac-rite Churches from Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, and India; Armenian-rite Churches from Armenia and 
Lebanon; Coptic-rite Churches from Egypt and Ethiopia.

Many of these Churches have roots in the very beginnings 
of Christianity, tracing their origins to the Apostles Peter 
(Antioch), Mark (Alexandria), and Thomas (India). They have 
their own liturgies, theological traditions, languages, and 
hierarchies—united to Rome, in communion with Rome, but 
not Roman. They do not count many members, and many saw 
their numbers diminished greatly by Islamic or Communist 
domination in their native countries.

All of these Churches, as parts of the Catholic Church, were 
called to the Council.

Fr Joseph Ratzinger (later Pope Benedict XVI) attended 
the Council as a young theological expert or peritus. In his 
1966 book, Theological Highlights of Vatican II, he wrote that 
the Eastern Catholic Churches “proved to be of the utmost 

The Melkite Church at the 
Second Vatican Council

By Fr James K. Graham

Editor’s notE: This article originally appeared in Sophia in the Summer issue in 2016 and 
reprinted here in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council.

Audience with His Holiness Pope John XXIII, November 24, 1962. Left to right: Their Excellencies Edelby, Coueter, Farah, Askhar, Maalouf,  His Beatitude 
Patriarch Maximos IV, His Holiness Pope John XXIII, Their Excellencies Youakim, Assaf, Toutoundji, Nabaa, Hakim, Khoury, Zoghby, Tawil, Bassoul.
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positive value. For the East was present in these Churches, 
with its own voice and vote as an inner corrective to Latin 
exclusivity. The East was able again and again to force the 
Council to think not in a Latin but in a catholic manner, and to 
avoid the fateful equating of Catholicity with Latinity” (p. 39).

The Situation of the Melkites Before the Council
One of these Eastern Churches was our Melkite Greek Catholic 
Church. At the time of Vatican II, the Melkite Church had 30 
bishops—all in the Middle East except one in Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
(The USA had no Melkite bishop until 1966, and about 15 
Melkite parishes in 1959.) Although numerically small, the 
Melkite Church had people and parishes spread around the 
world, in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine, Iraq, Egypt, Sudan, 
Europe, North and South America, Australia, and New Zealand.

The Melkite Church was in a nearly perfect position to 
contribute to the Council.

1. Melkites lived and worked daily with their “separated 
brethren,” the Greek Orthodox Church of Antioch 
(called Antiochian Orthodox in the USA), often in 
mixed Catholic-Orthodox families.

2. The Melkite Church had a history of concern 
with Christian unity (Patriarch Gregory II Youssef 
opposed the doctrine of papal infallibility at Vatican 
I because, he argued, it would separate Orthodox 
and Catholics even more).

3. The Melkite Church already worshipped in the 
vernacular, the language of the people. In the first 
millennium our liturgical language changed from 
Greek to Arabic, and in 1959 the Liturgy was already 
being celebrated in English in Birmingham, Alabama.

4. Like all Eastern Churches, the Melkite Church 
had a synodal form of government (the bishops 
meeting with the Patriarch). Since his election 
in 1947, Patriarch Maximos IV Sayegh had held 
synods every year.

5. The Melkite Church occupied an integral place 
in the political and social life of the Middle East, 
giving it first-hand awareness of the problems of 
Christian minorities in non-Christian countries.

6. Almost all Melkite priests and bishops received 
thorough formation in both Eastern and Western 
theology, in Byzantine liturgy and chant, in 
languages, and in the idea of working for the 
reunion of Christians. They also absorbed the ideas 
and trends of contemporary European culture, 
science, and philosophy.

In addition, the intimate scale of the Melkite Church meant 
that its bishops were close to each other and to their people, 
giving them a realistic and pastoral approach to church life 
based in lived experience.

Finally, the experience of being Orthodox in communion 
with Rome, or Catholics of Orthodox tradition, gave the Mel-
kites a unique perspective on the Universal Church. They saw 

the damage that Latinization had done to their Church and 
to all national or regional or ethnic variations in the Church 
(such as losing the concept of the collegiality of bishops, los-
ing respect for Eastern theology, and increasing centralization, 
rigidity, and legalism). And they saw how the whole Church 
could benefit from their experience and perspective.

The Melkite Preparation 
for the Council
So, when Pope John XXIII announced the Council and asked 
the bishops of the world to submit ideas for consideration, the 
Melkite bishops met in a special synod in August 1959 to draft 
a document outlining their collective concerns and proposals 
for the Council.

They saw their primary mission and goal as working for 
Christian unity, especially with the Orthodox Churches. They 
advocated inviting the Orthodox to the Council, direct dialog 
between the Churches, creation of a commission for unity, and 
reforms to insure effective catholicity in the Church.

They also recommended a number of specific actions, in-
cluding the following:

1. Finding a balance of power between Pope and 
bishops;

2. Relaxing rules against communicatio in sacris (sharing 
sacraments with Orthodox);

3. Revising seminary training to give greater emphasis 
to the Fathers of the Church and contemporary 
philosophical ideas;

4. Considering ordination of married men as priests 
to benefit the work of the Church, especially in 
missionary areas;

5. Adapting prayer and worship so that all the people 
could understand and live them, while adhering to 
authentic tradition;

6. De-emphasizing liturgical differences from the 
Orthodox;

7. Agreeing on one universal date for Pascha;

8. Revising the Code of Canon Law for the Eastern 
Catholic Churches in an authentically Eastern way;

9. Entitling patriarchs to vote in papal elections;

10. Reforming the Roman Curia in the direction 
of decentralization, internationalization, and 
universality; and

11. Reaffirming the declarations of earlier councils and 
popes protecting the rights and privileges of the 
patriarchs and the Eastern Churches.

The Impact of the Melkites
Before the Council convened, a Preparatory Commission of 
cardinals, bishops, and officials of the Roman Curia prepared 
30 drafts or schemas on various topics as working documents 
for the Council. These schemas reflected few of the Melkite 

Continued on page 38
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bishops’ suggestions. In fact, many of the schemas represented 
a sort of passive-aggressive response by the curial bureaucrats 
to Pope John’s intentions for the Council. They tended to 
draft documents that essentially re-hashed the prevailing un-
derstanding of the Church as basically a monarchy in which 
all matters of doctrine were settled in a legalistic fashion or 
according to standard definitions of scholastic theology, under 
the sole authority of the pope.

So the Melkites and other bishops who took Pope John se-
riously when he called for the Council to renew the Church 
had to promote the cause of aggiornamento in their speeches or 
“interventions” on the floor of the Council, in the committees 
tasked with revising the documents, in statements to the press, 
and in informal “politicking” among the some 2,500 bishops 
attending the Council.

The interventions of the Melkite Patriarch Maximos IV and 
his bishops had the greatest impact on the eventual Council 
documents on Ecumenism, on the Eastern Catholic Churches, 
on the Liturgy, on the Pastoral Office of Bishops, and on the 
Relation of the Church 
to Non-Christian Reli-
gions, as well as on the 
Dogmatic Constitution 
on the Church (Lumen 
Gentium) and the Pasto-
ral Constitution on the 
Church in the Modern 
World (Gaudium et Spes).

But the first impact 
of the Melkites hit even 
before the conciliar dis-
cussions began. His Be-
atitude Patriarch Maxi-
mos IV Sayegh was born 
in 1878. At the opening 
of the Council in Oc-
tober 1962, he was 84 
years old. Keenly aware 
of his position as succes-
sor to St Peter as Bishop 
of Antioch—a see older than that of Rome—and determined 
to fight for the rights and privileges of all the patriarchs and 
their non-Roman Churches, Patriarch Maximos objected to 
the rules of precedence that set all the cardinals of the Roman 
Church ahead of the patriarchs in rank.

Historically, as established at the Ecumenical Council of 
Chalcedon in 451, the Church had five patriarchs, the bishops 
of Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch, and Jerusalem, 
in that order of honor. The cardinals were a much later de-
velopment, a kind of late medieval court around the Pope in 
Rome that over the years grew in power and status, running 
the government of the Roman Church and electing popes.

So Patriarch Maximos IV refused to walk in the Council’s 
opening procession, to protest the identification of the Church 
of Rome as the only Catholic Church, symbolized by the im-
proper and demeaning order of precedence.

In the second year of the Council, the new Pope, Paul VI, 
addressed this problem by providing the patriarchs with their 

own special seating section, facing the cardinals across the pre-
sider’s table at the front of St Peter’s Basilica.

The second impact of the Melkites came in the Fifth Gener-
al Congregation of the Council, during the debate on the Lit-
urgy. The whole Council was to be conducted in Latin, even 
though many bishops could barely read and write Latin, much 
less speak it or understand it. Patriarch Maximos delivered his 
intervention in French. This is the only Council speech quot-
ed at length by Fr Ratzinger in Theological Highlights of Vatican 
II. It is worth repeating here, because it laid the foundation 
for the changes that have made the services of the Church ac-
cessible and understandable to millions of people around the 
world. His Beatitude said,

It appears to me that the almost absolute value which 
is attributed to the Latin language in the liturgy, in in-
struction and in the administration of the Latin Church 
presents a kind of anomaly for the Eastern Church; 
for without doubt Christ spoke to his contemporaries 
in their own language. He used a language which was 

understandable to all 
his hearers, namely 
Aramaic, when He 
celebrated the first 
eucharistic sacrifice. 
The apostles and dis-
ciples acted likewise. 
It would never have 
occurred to them 
that the celebrant in 
a Christian assem-
bly should read the 
passages of scrip-
ture, should sing the 
psalms, should preach 
or break the bread, 
using a different lan-
guage than that of the 
congregation.

Paul himself says 
explicitly: “If you 

bless with the spirit [i.e., in an unintelligible language], 
how is one who is present as an outsider to say ‘Amen’ 
to your thanksgiving when he does not understand what 
you are saying? You may give thanks well enough, but the 
other is not edified… In church I should prefer to speak 
five words with my mind, in order to instruct others, than 
ten thousand words in [unintelligible] tongues” (1 Corin-
thians 14:16-19).

All the reasons one can bring forward in favor of the 
untouchability of Latin—a liturgical language, but a 
dead one—must give way before this clear, unequivocal 
and precise reasoning of the Apostle. The Latin lan-
guage is dead, but the Church remains alive. So, too, 
the language which mediates grace and the Holy Spirit 
must also be a living language since it is intended for 
men and not for angels. No language can be untouch-
able… (pp.36-37)

Concerning the Roman liturgy—because that’s what the  

The Eastern Patriarchs at their Council desk.
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Council’s document (Sacrosanctum Concilium) basically 
addresses—Archbishop Neophytos Edelby also recommended 
Holy Communion for all the people under both species—that 
is, bread and wine, Body and Blood—as Christ instituted it, as 
well as concelebration by two or more priests (not as 
simultaneous but separate “private masses” but as a sign of 
unity). He also praised the document on the Liturgy for 
stressing that people should participate in Sunday Mass without 
being threatened for not coming. He said that Christians “must 
be able to experience God in ways other than a permanent 
threat of severe censures for sins, even if they are serious.”

Other Significant Contributions 
by the Melkite Bishops
The Melkite bishops made a significant contribution to Vati-
can II’s discussions of ecumenism. Even before the opening of 
the Council, the Pope established the Congregation for Pro-
moting Christian Unity and invited non-Catholic observers 
to the council sessions. In virtually all of their interventions, 
the Melkites pushed the 
Council Fathers to con-
sider how their words, 
actions, and decisions 
would appear to non-
Catholics—the “sepa-
rated brethren.” The 
world’s highest-ranking 
Orthodox bishop, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras of Constan-
tinople, told Patriarch 
Maximos IV, “You were 
our voice at the Coun-
cil.” Since the time of 
Vatican II, Catholic and 
Orthodox theologians in 
the US and internation-
ally have conducted on-
going dialogues on issues 
of mutual interest.

With regard to the structure and government of the 
Church, the Melkites insisted on the understanding that 
bishops do not have authority as delegates of the Pope, but 
because of their ordination as successors to the Apostles, who 
were called by Christ as a body with Peter as its head. The 
Melkite bishops pushed for the establishment of national 
bishops’ conferences with decision-making power, like the 
bishops’ synods of the Eastern Churches. The Roman Church 
has since established national bishops’ conferences, but their 
decisions still have to be reviewed and approved by Rome. 
The Melkites proposed a universal College of Bishops to ad-
vise the Pope and run the Church. A Synod of Bishops was 
established, but without real authority and still controlled by 
the Curia. The Melkites wanted a complete reorganization of 
the Curia, to make it less secretive, more responsive to the lo-
cal churches, and more international in membership. Despite 
some changes, too much power is still centralized in Rome, 
far from direct knowledge and understanding of local issues.

It is difficult to pinpoint the contributions of the Melkite 
bishops to the Council’s decisions about the Church in the 
modern world. They were seen as allied with the “progressive” 
Fathers of the Council. They emphasized the Eastern theology 
of Theosis—that creation in the image of God gives humans 
dignity and worth. This forms the foundation for human rights 
and freedoms, and for protections for workers, the poor, and 
the oppressed. They stressed that marriage exists not only for 
procreation but as a sanctified human community of love re-
flecting the community of love that is the Holy Trinity. They 
taught that the Church should be the instrument of God’s love 
and mercy in the world, drawing all people to God through 
Christ, and recognizing God at work in the world, even in 
non-Christian religions.

Conclusion
Patriarch Maximos IV and his Melkite bishops constituted only 
about one percent of all the bishops at the Council, but had 
an impact far beyond their numbers. The Catholic Church as 

we know it today comes 
from Vatican II, and the 
Melkite bishops con-
tributed in many ways 
to shaping the docu-
ments of the Council 
that guide the Church 
to openness to other 
Christians, to the total-
ity of Christian Tradi-
tion, to the scholarship 
and ideas of the modern 
world, and to a vision of 
the human person who 
has dignity and purpose 
and freedom because of 
Jesus Christ.    †
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It is wonderful to be able to share with you how 
grateful I am for all the encouragement and sup-
port from the team at the Institute for Studies in 
Eastern Christianity throughout the time that I 

was developing and writing my new book. During the 
worst of the pandemic, I worked with Gorgias Press 
developing it, and editing it and preparing the type, 
and now it is a real pleasure for me for me to be able 
to share with you: “From Their Lips: Voices of Early 
Christian Women.”

It should come as no surprise that early Christian 
women are heard praying to the Lord from the begin-
ning to the end of it. So, it offers the reader the oppor-
tunity to take a good look at early Christian prayer as 
it was remembered by generations of faithful disciples 
of Jesus Christ. By exploring the lives and ministry of a 
dozen early Christian women from the first centuries af-
ter the Resurrection, it delves deeply into their prayer 
lives. For professors, in their teaching; for students, in 
their studies—you will find this book helpful in bring-
ing to life women whose faith and prayer to the Lord 
contributed to the history of early Christianity.

In fact, the volume opens in the New Testament, 
down by the riverside in Macedonian Philippi, in a 
scene I’m convinced was inspired by the living prayer 
of a woman. The Acts of the Apostles tells us that the 
Apostle Paul had come to town and was looking for 
people to evangelize about the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
He heard that Jewish people met to pray together out 
by the river; so, on the Sabbath Day, he went out bright 
and early to meet them. As it happened, on this par-
ticular day, it was the women who were gathered there 
praying. And he spoke with Lydia—and Lydia spoke 
back (Luke 16:14-15).

Why Lydia?—was it perhaps because she was lead-
ing the prayers of the group worshiping there? When 
Paul is reported sitting down with them, it is fascinat-
ing to wonder if he shared prayer led by Lydia, be-
fore speaking with her about the Gospel and baptiz-
ing her. Her voice is remembered, and she is quoted 
in the text—a rare and valuable marker of evidence 
in Scripture, especially for a woman. The memory of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ was so immediate at this 
time, and transformative in the hearts and minds of 
his early followers, that Lydia is witnessed at the very 
moment of evangelization; for “the Lord opened her 
heart” (Acts 16:14).

Often, very few women’s words remain for us to ex-
plore; but, that is all the more reason to be vigilant in 
remembering their voices. And with her offer of hos-
pitality, welcoming Paul into her home, Lydia is very 
likely the seed of an early Christian house church in 
Philippi. This is all part of the great excitement about 
the early years after the life and ministry of Jesus; it was 
spreading like wildfire, the compelling and irresistible 
experience of the Resurrection of Christ, lighting up 
hearts with hope and courage and Gospel mission.

Even on the Day of Pentecost in the Upper Room 

CeleBraTIng 
early CHrIsTIan 
WoMen aT Prayer
by V.K. McCarty from Public Orthodoxy
The Orthodox Christian Studies Center of Fordham University
 

“We have heard as they were read aloud those words,
so shining and luminescent, we have taken in by ear,

we have considered in our minds and honored in our belief.”
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in Jerusalem, there were women present praying, the Evange-
list Luke tells us, and Our Lady, the Blessed Theotokos, was 
among them (Acts 1:14). The Holy Spirit poured down on 
them like a gust of wind; poured down on all present and, by 
virtue of them, on all believers of Jesus Christ after that—and 
on you today. Indeed, Jaroslav Pelikan has pointed out that it is 
unavoidably clear, both from the original words in the second 
chapter of the Book of the Prophet Joel, and from the quota-
tion of them in the sermon of Peter at Pentecost, that it will 
be “your sons and your daughters,” both men and women on 
whom God “will pour out my Spirit,” and who “shall proph-
ecy” (Acts 2:17-18) (Pelikan, Acts [2005], 206).

The first-century saint, Thecla, was galvanized by that same 
Spirit as well. We know her from the second-century Apocry-
phal Acts; these are sacred texts that were circulating alongside 
the New Testament, when the canon of Scripture was still being 
negotiated. The Acts of Paul and Thecla is a thrilling witness 
to faith and joy in Christ, and it is a real pleasure to share with 
you in my book. The first time I encountered Thecla, though, 
she stood before the viewer, praying, in a stunning Egyptian 
relief sculpture, probably from the fifth century. Surrounded 
by rampant threatening lions, she was also divinely protected 
by angels, and already crowned by a saint’s halo; for she was 
depicting in high relief the moment when God’s intervention 
transforms a scene of intense violence in the Roman arena with 
a promise of Salvation in dangerous times for early believers.

Saint Thecla’s deliverance from martyrdom, and her preach-
ing ministry after that, captured the imagination of countless 
Christians in the early centuries of the Jesus Movement. Greg-
ory of Nyssa was said to have prayed at her popular shrine 
when he was dealing with family grief; Egeria reports visit-
ing the shrine as well on her pilgrimage, and she describes her 
prayer offered there (It. Eger. 23.1-6). The Acts of Paul and 
Thecla is a tale of high adventure and divine miracles, and this 
ancient Christian treasure presents a vibrant tension living be-
tween the ascetic and the erotic components of the sacred text. 
In her own day, in the generations soon after she died, when 
people were gathering at her shrine, the example of Thecla’s 
luminous faith was used as an endorsement in support of wom-
en’s ministry which was active in the early Church, including 
preaching and baptizing—and we have confirmation that it 
was actually going on, because the Church Father Tertullian 
boldly black-lists Thecla in one of his treatises which we still 
have (Homily on Baptism, E Evans, trans. [1964], 36).

We know what many of the men did with the inspiration 
given them by the Holy Spirit; Church history is filled with 
their stories—but, what about the women? How did their 
evangelization and their faithful prayer help spread the faith? 
Since it was a predominantly Patristic time, description of 
women teaching and leading prayer, day by day, was often not 
considered worthy of being recorded; and if it was, it could 
likely be diminished in later editing—or deleted altogether.

 Fortunately, however, we are looking for the women more 
now—and they are there, in the witness of Scripture, and sev-
eral times quoted in the Greek Church Fathers, the Patrologia 
Graeca, and in the Latin Fathers as well. And now we know 
that, if the memory of a woman’s theological teaching or the 
words of her prayer have persisted, and we get a glimpse of her 

in an ancient text, we are very likely looking at the tip of the 
iceberg about what it really means; what it actually represents 
about the women who were there making a contribution.

So, the very fact, then, that women—that is, half the faith-
ful—are just plain missing from so many historical narratives—
even from Scripture—does bear noting. It shows you that the 
ancient sources are sometimes not quite the accurate historical 
mirror that they may claim to be. So, for the last fifteen years, 
while I was working as a librarian at General Seminary, I’ve been 
searching in the Greek Fathers and the Latin Fathers for little 
details that will bring the men and women alive—and embody 
them, if you will. Indeed, I’ve discovered a fascinating network 
of women spiritual leaders who are part of our early Christian 
heritage; and hopefully, the reader will sense in the writing that 
they were actually there, singing and praying and feasting with 
Christ, and experiencing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This 
book is a story of early Christianity which includes the women; 
it is a humble effort to perhaps fill in the gap a little bit.

We meet Perpetua; she is one of the celebrated female 
saints in the women’s procession in the Ravenna mosaics at 
Sant’Apollinare Nuovo. Did you know that the earliest surviv-
ing example of autobiography in Latin is written by a woman? 
It is “The Passion of Perpetua and Felicity.” Her story was 
gathered together as a document very soon after the events 
took place; and it includes her writing plus memories from 
eyewitnesses. So, Saint Perpetua gives you unmistakable de-
scriptions of early Christian men and women experiencing the 
powerful action of the Holy Spirit at work among the faithful, 
charging them with eschatological hope.

When Perpetua prays to God in the final moments of her 
life, as she is being martyred in the arena, she is remembered 
sharing the cosmic details of her visionary dreams and seeing 
the mystical figure of Christ welcoming her into Heaven, even 
as she was being devoured by wild beasts. There is a chapter 
with the Cappadocian Fathers, so that we can encounter their 
older sister, Macrina. She shares with her brother so beauti-
fully the “thin place” gifted to the deeply faithful, when you are 
praying at the time of dying, and experience the love of Christ 
beginning to carry you into the next realm of love.

Indeed, this book is full of mystics, and a trio of abbesses, 
and one of the three Desert Fathers who is actually a woman—
Amma Syncletica. The voice of her mystical prayer in the des-
ert is recorded as it was revealed to her followers. “From Their 
Lips” includes the Byzantine Deaconess Olympias, whose 
prayer was “seized by Christ’s flame,” as John Chrysostom puts 
it. And a ninth-century hymnographer is in the collection, who 
survived the Byzantine Emperor’s “bride show,” by preferring 
a life of prayer in a nun’s veil to an empress’s pearled crown. 
And now, many people find the highlight of the Tuesday eve-
ning service in Holy Week to be the hymn, “Lord, the Woman 
Fallen into Many Sins,” composed by Abbess Kassia. All these 
early Christians are the ancient forebears of our women theo-
logians and iconographers today, of our women scholars and 
graduate school administrators, of our women Church diplo-
mats and certified chaplains and preachers.    †

 
V.K. McCarty is an Anglican theologian who lectures at General Theological 
Seminary and writes for the Institute for Studies in Eastern Christianity.
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Although retired—bishop emeritus—I will continue 
to prepare articles on the icons I am endowing to 
our Eparchy. In this issue I focus on four icons that I 
myself painted. Yes, at one time I took a paint brush 

to hand and painted a number of icons. So possibly I will pick 
up the brush again and enjoy some relaxing time painting. The 
last time I painted was 1981 when I became pastor of my home 
parish, St Ann, now in Woodland Park, New Jersey. The ad-
ministration and parish life of the large parish curtailed my 
painting.

As a child I loved coloring books, and I made sure I colored 
within the lines. I developed a touch for art and remember 
drawing various subjects for classroom decorations in school. 
When shrines were made in certain months in the classroom, 
I was the first to get involved. However, I never had the op-
portunity to study more art.

When I entered the seminary in 1962, Fr Albert Gorayeb 
was painting icons on Saturdays, so I joined him with an easel 
of paints and a brush. Without proper training I was still able 
to get started using oil paints and within a few years moved on 
to acrylic paints. I remember an icon of St Joseph I painted 
then, the first using acrylic paints, and it remains with the fam-
ily of the deceased Joseph Macoul, a former seminarian.

During my college days, traveling daily from St Basil Semi-
nary in Methuen, Massachusetts, to St Anselm College in 
Manchester, New Hampshire, I began to read every book I 
could find on iconography and took some courses on art and 
art history. I assisted Professor Joseph Scannell, the art teacher 
at St Anselm’s, with many art projects, especially when we had 
an icon exhibition in the former college chapel, which became 
the art center. I wrote the brochure for this exhibition, explain-
ing briefly the subject of Byzantine iconography and a brief on 
each icon in the show. 

After ordination in 1970, I kept up painting during my eight 
years at my first assignment, St Anne Church in North Holly-
wood, California. I found the painting of icons a very relaxing 
task because of prayer and meditation. So when I was so busy 
with parish life over a large area of southern California, and I 
needed a relaxing break, I would stay locked up in my bedroom 
on some Saturdays and paint. The tiny rectory had little space 
for movement. I painted some icons at that time mainly as gifts 
to parishioners and friends. On my annual private retreat at 
the Benedictine Monastery of St Andrew in Valyermo Califor-
nia, I would paint one icon on each retreat.

I focus here on four icons, two will remain with the Eparchy 
and two were gifts to others.

Christ the Teacher
11” x 14”  |  1975
 
This icon was a gift to George and Elizabeth (Halleck) Carson, 
whose wedding I performed in 1974. I painted this icon dating 
it March 15, 1975. The icon measures 11 x 14 inches. Christ is 
robed in the traditional colors—red interior robe symbolizing 
divinity and blue exterior denoting humanity which He took on. 
He blesses with His right hand and carries on open gospel book 
on which I painted several verses from the gospel of St John: 

I am the way, the truth and the life. No one can 
come to the father except through me. If you know 
me, you know my Father too. From this moment you 
know him and have seen him. To have seen me is to 
have seen the Father. Do you not believe that I am in 

MELKITE ICONOGRAPHY
By Bishop Emeritus Nicholas J. Samra

Editor’s Note:  The icons portrayed in this Series of Melkite Icons this past year are available for viewing at the  
Melkite Museum and Chancery Chapel in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, at the Chancery office.
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the Father and the Father is in me. I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. If anyone believes in me even though 
he dies he will live and whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die. I am the gate. Anyone who enters 
through me will be safe: he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture.

I added the traditional inscription IC XC on the icon, the first 
and last Greek letters of Jesus Christ. I also added several stones 
in the cross within the halo. You can rightfully see the icon is by 
the hand of one who is not a professional iconographer.

St Barbara the Great Martyr
15” x 13”  |  1974
 
In July1974 I painted 
this icon of St Barbara 
(15 x 13 inches) at the 
request of Jim Owens, 
a choir director at St 
Anne Church in North 
Hollywood. Jim also 
traveled with me week-
ly to Holy Cross Mis-
sion to assist in leading 
the chant responses at 
Divine Liturgy. He 
was director of music 
at St Barbara Catho-
lic Church in Santa 
Ana, California. Jim 
and his wife, Lynn, were book sellers and 
closed their bookstore in Simi Valley, California, and moved to 
Tucson, Arizona, maintaining selling rare books online.

Soon after I became eparchial bishop in 2011, Jim was at a 
bookseller convention in Boston and stopped by for a visit. He 
handed me a box in which was the St Barbara icon and men-
tioned he didn’t have the opportunity to give it to the church, 
so he returned it to me.  Father Mark Melone finished the gold 
background for me, and I repainted the title both in Arabic and 
English—St Barbara. I presented it to Fr Fadi Al-Mimass and 
the Houston Community when I gave the name St Barbara to 
the new mission in Texas.

Saint Barbara wears an interior lavender-covered robe with a 
gold trimmed blue exterior robe. She carries in her right hand 
a cross, symbol of her being a martyr. She also wears a crown 
which is given in iconography to martyrs—“they fought the 
good fight and received the crown of victory.”

The next two icons were painted with the assistance of the 
deceased Fr Albert Gorayeb, who was then assistant pastor of 
St Ann Church in Paterson, New Jersey. During the summer 
of my last year in the seminary, I helped out at the parish rec-
tory and took some time to learn some more icons painting 
from him. Gorayeb monitored my painting as we worked to-
gether on a cross and an icon of Christ.

Crucified Christ
15” x 19”
 
The three-bar cross (15 x 9 inch-
es), the style more noted with 
Russian Byzantine churches, de-
picts Christ in a very re-
laxed position on the 
cross, not focusing on 
the pain and dying, 
which is more prevalent 
in Byzantine iconography. 
The top bar INBI is the abbrevia-
tion, first letters of Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews. Below the lower 
bar or footrest of the cross is the 
skull and cross bones, a symbol of 
the tomb of Adam, the first man 
(tradition says Adam was buried on 
Golgotha, “the place of the skull,” the 
hill on which Jesus was crucified). This 
is strong symbol that Jesus is the new 
Adam to restore what the first Adam 
did through his disobedience. 

Bust of Christ
20” x 15”
 
The icon of Christ 
(20 x 15 inches) was 
one of two icons we 
painted. A much 
larger one was 
painted and was en-
shrined in the old St 
Ann’s church in Pa-
terson. This church 
was destroyed by 
fire in August 1970 
several months 
after my priestly 
ordination. Tra-
ditional colors 
clothe Christ, and 
the Greek letters 
IC XC for Jesus 
Christ appear on 
the icon. In the 
halo the Greek 
letters OWN—“The being” or “the one who is.”

The cross and icon of Christ are endowed by me to the  
Eparchy and are now displayed in the eparchial offices.          †



About the Psalms
By Abouna Yacoub

See how much you and yours know about your faith and traditions by completing this quiz. You can find the correct 
answers on the bottom of the opposite page.

In this issue, Abouna Yacoub comes up with twenty questions about the Psalms. The Psalms are known by number:  
Psalm 1, Psalm 2, and so on. Our Church, along with the other Catholic and Orthodox Churches of the Byzantine Tra-
dition, refers to the Psalms by their numbers according to the Greek translation of the Old Testament, which is called 
the “Septuagint” or “LXX” (Latin for “Seventy” because it is said to have been translated by seventy scholars). But most 
Bibles number the Psalms according to the Hebrew text, in which many psalms are one number higher than in the LXX; 
for example, Psalm 50 in the LXX is Psalm 51 in the Hebrew (and most Bibles). This chart shows how the Greek and the 
Hebrew texts number the Psalms:

 Psalms 1-8 are numbered the same in both the Greek and Hebrew.
Psalms 9 and 10 in Hebrew are combined as Psalm 9 in Greek.
Psalms 10-112 in Greek are numbered lower by one than the same psalm in Hebrew (11-113)
Psalm 113 in Greek is Psalms 114 & 115 in Hebrew.
Psalms 114 & 115 in Greek are Psalm 116 in Hebrew.
Psalms 116-145 in Greek are numbered lower by one than the same psalms in Hebrew (117-146).
Psalms 146 and 147 in Greek form Psalm 147 in Hebrew.
Psalms 148-150 are numbered the same in both the Greek and Hebrew.
 
In this quiz, we use the Greek (LXX) numbers for the Psalms.

TWENTY 
QUESTIONS
TWENTY 
QUESTIONS

1.  True or false? The word “psalm” comes from the 
Greek word “psalmos,” which means a song  
accompanied on the harp. 
A. True 
B. False 

2. Which part of the Bible are the Psalms in? 
A. Old Testament 
B. New Testament 
C. Apocrypha 
D. None of the above 

3. How many psalms are in the Book of Psalms?  
A. 50  
B. 119  
C. 150  
D. 666 

4. According to tradition, who wrote the Psalms?  
A. Moses  
B. David  
C. Solomon  
D. Jesus  

5. True or false. The Book of Psalms, especially when 
collected in a volume for use in worship, is  
sometimes called the Psalter.  
A. True  
B. False  

6. In what church services are psalms or verses from 
psalms read or chanted?  
A. The Divine Liturgy  
B. Orthros  
C. Vespers  
D. All of our services 

44  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2023



The Journal of the Melkite Catholic Eparchy | 45

7. At the beginning of the Divine Liturgy, the clergy 
(and sometimes the cantors and the people) say,  
“O Lord, you shall open my lips and my mouth will 
declare your praise.”  What psalm is this verse from?  
A. 23  
B. 50  
C. 104  
D. 142  

8. In the First Antiphon of the Divine Liturgy, we 
chant, “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; sing 
praise to his name.”  What psalm is this verse from?  
A. 65  
B. 91  
C. 66  
D. 92  

9. In what service is Psalm 103 chanted, beginning 
with “Bless the Lord, O my soul. You are very great, 
O Lord my God”?  
A. Orthros  
B. The Divine Liturgy  
C. Vespers  
D. Compline  

10. Which three psalms compose the Praises sung at 
Orthros?  
A. 1, 2 & 3  
B. 140, 141 & 129  
C. 101, 102 & 103  
D. 148, 149 & 150  

11. What is the Hexapsalm, which is chanted at 
Orthros?  
A. Cursing psalms  
B. Six psalms  
C. Blessing psalms  
D. Twelve psalms  

12. Which psalm is the longest?  
A. 50  
B. 103  
C. 118  
D. 150  

13. For what feast do we sing this verse from Psalm 113 
at the First Antiphon:  “The sea beheld and fled; the 
Jordan River turned back”?  
A. The Nativity of the Lord  
B. Theophany  
C. Pentecost  
D. The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

14.  For what feast do we sing this verse from Psalm 46:  
“God ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid 
trumpet blasts”?  
A. The Ascension of the Lord  
B. The Dormition of the Theotokos  
C. Theophany  
D. Pentecost  

15. What group of saints is this verse from Psalm 18 
associated with: “Through all the earth their  
voice resounds, and to the end of the world their 
message”?  
A. Prophets  
B. Martyrs  
C. Bishops  
D. Apostles  

16. In what service do we sing the Lamplighting Psalms 
(140, 141, 129, 116), beginning with “O Lord, to 
you I call, hasten to me”?  
A. Orthros  
B. Divine Liturgy  
C. Vespers  
D. Compline  

17. What psalm, which begins with “O God, have  
mercy on me in the greatness of your love,” is 
chanted in many services?  
A. 23  
B. 50  
C. 103  
D. 142  

18. Which of these categories describes a type of psalm?  
A. Praise  
B. Lamentation  
C. Thanksgiving  
D.  All of the above.  

19. When is this verse from Psalm 115 sung: “I will take 
the chalice of salvation and call upon the name of 
the Lord”?  
A. The service of Crowning in Marriage  
B. Divine Liturgy on Wednesdays  
C. Both A and B  
D. Neither A nor B  

20. True or false? The Beatitudes, sometimes chanted 
instead of the Third Antiphon in the Divine  
Liturgy, come from the Book of Psalms.  
A. True  
B. False

1. A

2. A

3. C

4. B

5. A

6. D

7. B

8. A

9. C

10. D

11. B

12. C

13. B

14. A

15. D

16. C

17. B

18. D

19. C

20. B

ANSWERS
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Two Ordinations 
to Priesthood 
for St Basil Monastery 
 
The servants of God Fr Marwan El Khoury, BSO, and Fr Michael Hamm, 
BSO, were ordained to the Holy Priesthood through the grace of the Holy 
Spirit and the laying on of hands of his Excellency Bishop Ibrahim M. 
Ibrahim, BSO, the Archbishop of Furzoul, Zahle and all Bekaa during the 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy at Deir Al Moukhalles (Monastery of Our 
Savior), the Mother House of the Basilian Salvatorian order in Lebanon, on 
July 23rd 2022.

St Jacob Mission |  San Diego, CA
 
Saint Jacob Mission in San Diego, California, celebrated its 32nd anniver-
sary on Sunday, October 23, 2022, the feast of our patron, St Jacob (James), 
Brother of the Lord. We were honored to have our pastor emeritus, Rt. Rev. 
Archimandrite James Babcock lead us in the celebration of the Liturgy of St 
James, as well as deliver an uplifting homily. Rev. James Bankston, pastor of 
our host parish, Holy Angels Byzantine Catholic Church, concelebrated. It 
was also the patronal feast of both Fr Jameses! Many years! We were blessed 
to have Rev. Fr Deacon Tareq Nasrallah serve with us as well. Liturgy was 
followed by wonderful food and fellowship in the church hall. It was a 
blessed time, with many of the faithful working long and hard to provide 
our community with this wonderful celebration. We ask all the faithful 
throughout the eparchy to raise us up in prayer that, through the interces-
sion of our patron, St Jacob, Brother of the Lord, and the Holy Mother of 
God, our Mission—the only Melkite presence in San Diego County—can 
grow and be the beacon God calls us to be.
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Our Lady of the Cedars |  Manchester, NH
Our Lady of the Cedars Church Celebrates Paying off the Mortgage!

  
September 25, 2022, was a day for celebration at Our Lady of the Ce-
dars Church in Manchester, New Hampshire. The Sunday Orthros and 
Divine Liturgy were presided over jointly by Bishop Nicholas Samra 
and Bishop Peter Libasci, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Manchester. 
During the celebration of the Liturgy, Bishop Nicholas blessed Kenneth 
Monty as a reader, and Timothy Ermatinger and Kenneth Komisarek 
received the blessing of reader and subdeacon. A dinner followed in the 
parish hall. During the dinner, the pastor of Our Lady of the Cedars 
Church, Fr Thomas Steinmetz, presented Bishop Peter with a check in 
the amount of $43,144.82, paying off the balance of the mortgage due 
on the church. This was followed by the formal shredding of the mort-
gage by Fr Tom, Bishop Nicholas, and Bishop Peter. The parishioners 
in attendance cheered and applauded as each sheet of the mortgage was 
sent through the shredder!

The history of Our Lady of the Cedars Church goes back to the early 
1900s, when Middle Eastern immigrants began arriving in Manchester. 
The City of Manchester was a heavily Roman Catholic area, and the 
Melkites arriving from the Middle East dreamed of having a church of 
their own where they could worship according to their Melkite tradi-
tions. On November 15, 1930, thirty-five families petitioned the Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Manchester, the late Bishop George Guertin, for 
the use of a building for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Bishop 
Guertin gave them permission to use of the Roman Catholic Holy Ro-
sary Chapel for their services when a Melkite priest was available.

On Feb. 13, 1955, Our Lady of the Cedars was organized as a mission 
parish by the late Bishop Matthew Brady. The late Patriarch of Antioch, 
Maximos IV, visited Manchester and blessed the mission on August 31, 
1955. After much work and prayer, the parishioners obtained property 
at 161 South Beech Street in Manchester and erected the basement of 
the church in 1956. For six years this capped basement (later used as the 
church hall), served as church and part-time rectory. In 1963 the upper 
church structure was completed, and the church was raised from the 
status of a mission to that of a full parish.

After nearly fifty years at the South Beech Street location, it became 
apparent that a more expansive facility was needed to meet the needs of 
the growing parish. In the summer of 2004, Fr Tom Steinmetz met with 
the late Roman Catholic Bishop John McCormack and opened a discus-
sion about the purchase of St Therese Roman Catholic Church, which 
was about to be closed by the Diocese of Manchester. With great coop-
eration, encouragement, and support of the Diocese of Manchester, Our 
Lady of the Cedars Church completed the purchase of this property on 
October 19, 2005. After completing initial renovations, the first Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated in the new church on Christmas Eve, 2005.



48  SOPHIA  |  Winter 2023

EPARCHYEPARCHY
Around the

St John Chrysostom |  Atlanta, GA
Retirement of Archimandrite John Azar, July 2022

 
Saint John Chrysostom Parish in Atlanta, Georgia, gave Fr John Azar a grand fare-
well as he retired after twenty-two years as pastor and thirty-four years as a priest. 
His retirement was highlighted by him celebrating the Divine Liturgy presided by 
his Grace, Bishop Nicholas Samra, followed by a grand banquet and luncheon at-
tended by more than 200 guests.

During his twenty-two years as Pastor, Fr John significantly influenced the 
church community environment, prayer life, and ministries. The church was in 
a transition stage as new families were moving to Atlanta, and metro Atlanta was 
growing outwards toward the suburbs. Having been a teacher, Fr John immediately 
started to teach the parish how to return to its Byzantine traditions, returning us 
to the proper liturgical life with appropriate prayer, iconography, chanting and 
inspirational homilies. 

His retirement is a bittersweet event. We are sad to see him go, but he left the 
church and parish in a much better place than it was. The physical aspects of the 
church were transformed with the additions of many new icons and paint schemes to match through-
out the building. But more importantly, he left us with the knowledge of how to be Melkite!

The retirement event was highlighted by speeches from Bishop Nicholas and Fr John. A farewell 
cake and gift was presented to Fr John as the event concluded.

St Basil the Great |  Utica, NY
New Reader and Subdeacon for Utica

 
On Sunday, October 2, 2022, St Basil the Great in Utica, 
New York, hosted Bishop Nicholas Samra and Eparchial 
Chancellor Fr Jim Koury to tonsure and bless two of our 
young men as reader and subdeacon: Abraham Barahmeh 
and Jordan Barahmeh, two brothers. Abe masterfully serves 
in the holy place and/or prayerfully helps with chanting. 
Jordan leads our processions, carrying a candle and setting 
the pace with his wheelchair. 

 There were almost 70 people in attendance for the Divine 
Liturgy and the luncheon in the church hall. The event was a 
beautiful day in the life of our community. The people chanted the liturgy from their hearts; the flowers were beautifully arranged 
and donated by parishioners; the church hall was decorated tastefully; and the luncheon was delicious and provided by many hands. 

 Abe and Jordan made their family and the whole parish community very proud. Many people contributed to glory of the 
Divine Liturgy and the lovely luncheon. Abe’s and Jordan’s Parents, Wael and Olga, and siblings, Najeeb, Angel and Christina 
Barahmeh are especially proud of our newest subdeacons. May God grant His faithful servants, Subdeacons Abraham and Jor-
dan, a fruitful and blameless ministry!
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Our Lady of Redemption |  Warren, MI
Parish Centennial Concludes in Michigan 
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St Ann |  Waterford, CT

Eight parishioners from St Ann Church in Waterford, Connecticut, made  
a pilgrimage to the Monastery of Our Lady of Grace in North Guilford, 
Connecticut, on October 2. They participated in the Rosary, Vespers, and 
Procession to the Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima.

Father Dennis McCarthy blesses the children at the beginning of the new  
Religious Education year. From left to right are: Amanda Hajj, Gabriel 
Jones, Sydney Cummings, Bryelle Harper, Kazmiera Hajj, Jaxon Hajj, and 
Brayden Harper. The children are excited to continue their education under 
the instruction of the Director of Religious Education, Joumana Hajj!
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New Leadership for NAMW 
It matters what happened at the beginning. It’s important we know the people who came before and laid the 
foundation—sometimes at great personal cost—for what we have now and what we will pass on to the future. 
This is especially true for the National Association of Melkite Women (NAMW).
 
After generously serving our community for the past eight years, Sue Elek and Colette Sabak have passed the 
baton to a new NAMW leadership team. Sue and Colette faithfully carried the torch of this organization with 
such joy and aplomb that their work will be long remembered. With gratitude to God, three new officers have 
volunteered to serve, and they are humbled at the size of the shoes they aspire to fill. 
 
The new volunteers for the NAMW board are Kh Sylvia Dorham, Kh Jocelyn Abyad and Susan Ammar. We 
are still seeking to fill the role of secretary.
 
Khouriyeh Sylvia and Khouriyeh Jocelyn will serve as co-presidents, and Susan will be the treasurer. Khouri-
yeh Sylvia is the wife of Fr Elias Dorham, who serves at Holy Transfiguration in Virginia. Together, they have 
ten mostly-grown-up children and a very sweet collection of grandchildren. Khouriyeh Jocelyn is married 
to Fr Zyad Abyad, and they have seven girls, ages seven months to eighteen years. They serve at St John of 
the Desert parish in Arizona. Susan is a parishioner at Our Lady of Redemption church in Michigan and is a 
member of the Ladies Society there. She is retired and has one son. 
 
NAMW’s vision has always been the support of vocations, but also includes an emphasis on educating and 
connecting women of the entire Eparchy. In the coming months, under the guidance of Bishop François and 
our spiritual father, Abouna Michel Cheble, keep an eye out for new communication and connection from 
this ministry. 
 
Do you feel called to use your administrative skills in support of vocations and Melkite women? We are look-
ing for a secretary. Monthly meetings are held via zoom, and no special training is required. If interested, 
please send an email to: jabyad@gmail.com so that we can connect!
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BISHOP’S APPEAL: 2022-2023
Becoming Disciples. Making Disciples.

During the past few months, I have been showered with God’s blessings through your many greetings and prayers. I 
feel so welcomed by our entire Melkite family. I am grateful for the energy and excitement of so many who desire to 
serve our Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America.

I would like to share with you my vision for the future of our Church, and invite you to collaborate with me and 
with our Melkite community in the important mission which Jesus has given us.

These weeks following my ordination have been an absolute whirlwind; filled with both God’s grace, and an 
overwhelming realization of the magnitude of the responsibility that God has given to both me, your bishop, and to all 
of you, God’s holy people.

In my daily prayer for you, in my meetings and weekly parish visits, one thing is constant and is clear to me: the 
abundant strength and power of the Holy Spirit working in and through His Church. Our individual and communal 
prayer life must be the source of everything we do, so that we can continue to be open and receive His blessings.

I am praying for you, and I want to stop now for a moment and ask you to pray with me for our entire Melkite Catholic 
Church:

Shine in our hearts, Master Who love mankind, the pure light of Your divine knowledge, and open the eyes 
of our mind that we may understand the announcing of Your Good News. Set in us reverence for Your blessed 
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commandments so that, trampling all carnal desires, we may live according to the Spirit, both willing and doing 
everything that pleases You. For You, are the light of our souls and bodies, O Christ God, and we render glory to 
You, and to Your Eternal Father and to Your All-Holy, Good and Life-Giving Spirit, now and always and forever 
and ever. Amen.

Each day in my prayers, I find myself returning to the beautiful story of the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, in Luke 
24. Filled with confusion, frustration, and even anger at Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, the two disciples encounter the 
Risen Lord as they return to their home. Not realizing that it is Jesus, they begin to share with Him what had taken 
place, and then they say something that keeps coming back to me in prayer: “We had hoped that he was the One.” Of 
course, Jesus is the One! He is the one in whom we place all our hope. It is this hope in Jesus that is the foundation of 
my vision for our Melkite Catholic Church in the United States. 

As we prepare to celebrate the Nativity of our Lord in Bethlehem, and prepare our hearts to welcome the new-born 
Savior, we must once again be filled with hope and enlivened by the expectation of what Jesus has come to share with 
us. We must allow this hope to enliven our mission as Christians.

Do you realize the magnitude of the gift of our Melkite faith? Jesus chose to be born among our ancestors - they 
were the first disciples and then missionaries to all nations. All of us have received the gift of our faith from the first 
Christians who gathered around Jesus. Today, Jesus is also choosing us, men and women from all nations, to share 
His light with men and women from all nations.

What remains is our response.  Will we have the courage to be His disciples, and to make disciples? Will we commit 
to being vibrant members of the Church that Jesus established?

Our Heavenly Father has certainly bestowed His blessings on us by sharing the greatest gift of all: His beloved Son.  
Are we who have received so much from the Lord willing to bless others with the blessing which the Lord has poured 
into our hearts?

The Lord has placed in our hands the “pearl of great price” (Mt. 13:45), and it is now our opportunity to allow it to 
shine brightly in our hearts, in our homes, in our churches, and in our society.

Today, I am filled with hope and joy to be your new bishop, and to lead our Melkite Catholic Church in the years to 
come. I invite you to collaborate in our common ministry. I want to encourage you to say “yes” to the Lord, and to His 
invitation to be His disciple, growing in the rich beauty of our Melkite Catholic family tradition.

My vision for our future could not be clearer, because it is the vision the Lord himself gives us. Our unique encounter 
with the Lord, our unique experience of our Melkite Catholic faith, must become a missionary movement; much 
like that which inspired the Apostles to leave Jerusalem after they received the Holy Spirit to evangelize the world. 
Our Biblical roots, our Church fathers, mothers and saints, our holy icons, our magnificent Liturgy, and all the 
treasures of our Melkite Catholic tradition must shine once again with the same power which first converted the 
world to Christianity.

To do this, the Lord awaits our response to His invitation; our willingness to encounter Him in the face of the child 
born in Bethlehem. Then we must walk with Him to observe once again how He healed, taught, forgave, and showed 
mercy. We must join Him as we see Him take up His cross.  Our joy which flows from His holy resurrection can only 
be an authentic and lasting joy if it begins with true discipleship. Today, having recommitted ourselves to being disciples 
of the Lord, I share with you a challenge and an invitation to collaborate with me in the missionary ministry of Jesus.

As I begin my ministry as your bishop, I invite you to share your whole self as a servant of Jesus. What are your gifts? 
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What has God put in you to share with others? As we begin our ministry together, take a moment today to write to 
me, and to share something about yourself, your gifts, and your dreams for our future. When I visit your parish, I want 
to sit with you and talk with you personally to hear your faith story, and how you want to commit to serving God and 
His people. 

I invite you to be charitable with your time, creative in sharing your talents, and generous in using your financial 
resources for God’s work. 

First and foremost, I ask you to pray. I then ask you to reflect on how your talents can contribute, as all of us work 
together to fulfill God’s will for our lives, and for His Holy Church. Finally, having prayed together today and shared 
something about ourselves, I want to ask you to prayerfully consider the sharing of the treasures God has given you.

Each year at this time, my predecessors organized a “Bishops Appeal” campaign, which has helped our church remain 
financially stable over the years. I am grateful for the financial stewardship of Bishop Nicholas, and how he received 
our resources as a sacred gift to be invested in the growth of our Melkite Church. I am committed to continuing the 
model of his faith and service. Your past gifts have helped our Melkite Church in so many places, and allowed our light 
to shine to the rest of the world.

Even in these first few months, I have seen the many needs of our Melkite Catholic Church in the United States. Some 
of our older communities have experienced demographic changes which have challenged their financial stability, and 
some of our new outreaches and missions need help getting established.

We also need funding to help develop new educational resources, vocation awareness, media work, strengthen our 
online presence, and develop creative new ministries to respond to the changing needs around us.

Together we can grow our Melkite Catholic Church across the country and make our communities everything 
God wants them to be. I am enclosing a donation envelope. I ask you to pray and consider my request to share your 
time and talents. I also ask you to pray about what amount you can contribute to our healthy financial future.

We have also set up a donation page for this year’s appeal at Melkite.org 

Please be as generous as you can, as we begin this new chapter of our spiritual life together.

I pray daily for our Melkite Catholic Church in the United States, and for you, its dynamic faithful. I also ask you to 
pray for me, and to open your heart to Jesus—our new-born Savior—this Christmas and every day of your life.

I commit to collaborating with you as we continue to build a future of faith for you, your family, and the surrounding 
society that needs our faith to shine now, more than ever before.

In the service of the Christ Child, 

+François Beyrouti
Bishop of the Diocese of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America

P.S. I invite you to take a moment to join our discipleship community at YouTube.com/MelkiteTV. I hope this YouTube 
channel will be an enriching, faith-filled community for us as we seek to grow together in Christ and share his light. 
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Hierarch
BISHOP FRANÇOIS BEYROUTI

617 323 9922 | BpFrancois@Melkite.org

Judicial Vicar 
ARCHIMANDRITE MICHAEL SKROCKI 

203 533 1996 | newtontribunal@gmail.com

Chancery Office 
SAIDEH DAGHER

Secretary and Sophia Press Publications
3 V.F.W. Parkway

West Roxbury, MA 02132 
617 323 9922 

Protosyncellos 
ARCHIMANDRITE PHILIP RACZKA

617 323 5242 | graczka@alumni.nd.edu 

Chancellor 
FR JAMES J KOURY

617 323 9922 | chancellor@melkite.org  

Chief Finance Officer 
DEACON ROBERT SHALHOUB

973 785 2433 | bob@robertjshalhoubcpas.com

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 
FR HEZEKIAS CARNAZZO

 703 504 8733  |  FatherHezekias@gmail.com 

Vocations Director 
FR JOHN MERFRIGE

 210 628 9778  |  Vocations@Melkite.org 

Deacon Formation Director 
FR BRYAN McNEIL

978 314 1962 | Brymc56@comcast.net

WEBSITE 
melkite.org | webmaster@melkite.org 

National Association of Melkite Women (NAMW) 
 KHOURIYEH SYLVIA DORHAM
KHOURIYEH JOCELYN ABYAD

Melkite Association of Young Adults (MAYA)
MARIE BAROODY Co-Chair

205 542 9947 | mariebaroody@gmail.com

JULIANA JADON Co-Chair
305 546 6049 | jnjadon@gmail.com

WEbsitE: usmaya.org 

National Association of Melkite Youth (NAMY) 
FR THOMAS MOSES & 

KHOURIYEH REBEKAH MOSES

I wish to support the 2022 Bishop’s Appeal with a gift of $_________ .
 
m	My check, with this form, is enclosed and 
 made payable to Diocese of Newton.  
 Mail to: 802 Rifle Camp Rd., Woodland Park, NJ 07424

m	Please process my gift via credit card in the above amount:

m	I will be giving my gift online.
 You may donate online by  
 scanning this QR code: 

Call 973 785 2433 if you need assistance with your gift.
Diocese of Newton is a 501(c)(3) tax-deductible religious organization. 
Federal Tax ID # 04-2636319 Donations are confidential and 100% 
tax deductible.All monies are used to advance the mission of the Diocese of 
Newton Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America.=

Diocese of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the United States of America
BISHOP’S APPEAL: 2022-2023

Becoming Disciples. Making Disciples.

NAME ON CARD ____________________________________________

CREDIT CARD # ____________________________________________

CARD TYPE ___________ EXP. DATE ________ SEC. CODE ________

SIGNATURE _______________________________________________

NAME  _________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________

CITY ____________________________ STATE _____ZIP _________

PHONE _________________________________________________

EMAIL __________________________________________________

YOUR PARISH ____________________________________________
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