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The members of the Synod of Bishops of the Melkite-Greek
Catholic Church met at Sednaya, Syria and Rabweh, Lebanon from
June 17 to June 28, 2003 under the presidency of His Beatitude,
Patriarch Gregory III Laham to revise and enact the Particular Law
of the Melkite Church. This work began in July 1994 when the
first draft of Particular Law was presented to the bishops by the
late Patriarch Maximos V Hakim of blessed memory.

In order to insure the uniform application of our Particular Law
throughout the Eparchy of Newton, We herewith declare and
decree that the revised compilation of Melkite Particular Law as
prepared by our Judicial Vicar, the Rt. Rev. Gerasimos Murphy,
JCD, and the members of the Committee for Canonical Affairs is
given the force of law, with exceptions noted, within The Eparchy
of Newton effective this 15™ day of August 2006, the Feast of the
Dormition of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Given at the Chancery Office at Roslindale, Massachusetts on this
15t day of August in the Year of Our Lord, the two thousandth

and six (A.D. 2006).
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+A1'«fﬁbishop Cyril Salim Bustros
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FOREWORD

In 1994, we published a compilation of the Particular Laws of the Melkite Church
in combination with the local laws and statutes that enjoy the force of law within
the Eparchy of Newton. The Particular Law of the Melkite Church was revised in
2003 based on the experience of the various bishops who are members of the
Synod of Bishops of the Melkite Church. Under the direction of His Beatitude,
Patriarch Gregory III Laham, the Particular Law was revised and published
following the meetings of the members of the Synod of Bishops dedicated to the
revision of Particular Law held at Sednaya in Syria and Robweh in Lebanon from
June 17 through June 28, 2003.

We extend our special thanks to Father Alam Alam who carefully translated the
latest work of the Synod from Arabic to English and to the members of our original
committee who assisted in the compilation of the laws in force in the Eparchy of
Newton that originate from the pertinent actions of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), the various local decrees of our eparchs, and from the
pronouncements of the Roman curia. We have noted the particular laws that do not
apply within the Eparchy of Newton.

Canon 150 §2 CCEO states:
Laws enacted by the Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal church and
promulgated by the Patriarch, have the force of law everywhere if they are
liturgical; if they are disciplinary laws or concern other decisions of the
synod, they have the force of law inside the territorial boundaries of the
patriarchal church.

However, the canon continues in §3,
Eparchial bishops constituted outside the boundaries of the patriarchal
church, who desire to do so, can attribute the force of law to disciplinary
laws and other synodal decisions in their own eparchies, provided they do
not exceed their own competence, if, however, these laws are approved by
the Apostolic See, they have the force of law everywhere.

The Particular Law of every church sui iuris is an adjunct to The Code of Canon
Law of the church and is designed to apply the various canons to concrete
situations in a uniform manner. It is our hope that this compilation will serve as a
pastoral aid to all involved in the application of our laws throughout the eparchy.

Rt. Rev. Gerasimos Murphy, J.C.D.
Judicial Vicar-Eparchy of Newton
August 15, 2006
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A COMPILATION OF
THE PARTICULAR LAWS OF
THE MELKITE GREEK CATHOLIC CHURCH
AND
THE EPARCHY OF NEWTON

Canons are arranged in numerical order. The text of The Code of Canons of the
Eastern Churches (CCEQO) appears first followed by portions of the text of the same
canon with the adaptations of Melkite Particular Law (italics). Pertinent notations
follow indicating when the adaptations have not been made part of the law in force
in the Eparchy of Newton. Reference is made to other legislation incorporated into
the Particular Law of the Eparchy of Newton from such sources as the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) or from applicable Roman Curial
documents and loeal legislation.

1) ENROLLMENT IN A CHURCH SUI JURIS

Canon 29 CCEQ

§1. By wvirtue of baptism, a child who has not yet
completed his fourteenth year of age is enrolled in the
Church sui iuris of the Catholic father; or the Church sui
iuris of the mother if only the mother is Catholic oxr if
both parents by agreement freely request it, with due
regard for particular law established by the Apostolic See.

Can. 29- § 1. By virtue of baptism, a child who has not yet completed his

fourteenth year of age is enrolled in the Church sui juris of the Catholic
father. In the case of a marriage between two Catholics of which the
father is a Melkite and the mother is a member of another church sui
iuris, even of the Latin Church, the children are to be enrolled in the
church sui iuris of the father.

Canon 30 CCEO

Anyone to be baptized who has completed the fourteenth year
of age can freely select any Church sui iuris in which he
or she then is enrolled by virtue of baptism received in
that same Church, with due regard for particular law
established by the Apostolic See.

Can. 30- Anyone to be baptized who has reached majority age as
determined by the civil law, can freely select any Church sui juris in
which he or she is then enrolled by virtue of baptism received in that
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same Church. Prior to reaching the age of majority, he or she must be
baptized and enrolled in the church of his/her father.

2) THE ELECTION OF THE PATRIARCH

Canon 64 CCEO

Those things which are required for someone to Dbe
considered suitable for the @patriarchal dignity are
delineated in particular 1law, always with due regard for
those which are prescribed in can. 180.

Can. 64 - For someone to be considered suitable for the patriarchal
dignity, he should:

1) demonstrate solid faith, good morals, piety, zeal for souls and
prudence;

2) enjoy good reputation;

3) not be bound by a matrimonial bond;

4) be at least 35 years of age; :

5) be ordained a presbyter for at least five years:

6) possess a doctorate or a licentiate in a field of some sacred science
or at least be an expert in it.

Canon 65 CCEO

§1. The synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church must be
convened in the patriarchal residence or in another place
to be designated by the administrator of the patriarchal
Church with the consent of the permanent synod. §2. The
synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church must be convened
within one month of the vacancy of the see with due regard
for establishing a longer term in particular law, but not,
however, beyond two months.

Can. 65- § 2. The synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church must be
convened within two months of the vacancy of the patriarchal see.

Canon 70 CCEO

Unless particular law establishes otherwise, the one who is elected by those present in the
first session is to preside over the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church for the
election of the patriarch; in the meantime the presidency is reserved to the administrator
of the patriarchal Church.
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Can. 70 - The one who is elected by those present in the first session
in accord with the prescriptions of canon 956 §1 is to preside over the
synod of the bishops of the patriarchal Church for the election of the
patriarch; in the meantime the presidency is reserved to the
administrator of the patriarchal Church.

Cancn 71 CCEO

§1. The positions of tellers and secretary can also be
filled by priests and deacons according to the norm of
particular law. §2. All who are present at the synod are

bound to the seriocus obligation of observing secrecy
concerning those matters which directly or indirectly
concern the balloting.

Can. 71 - § 1. The tellers and the secretary must be filled from among
the ranks of the bishops.

Canon 72 CCEO

§1.He is elected who obtains two-thirds of the votes,
unless particular law establishes that after an appropriate
number of ballots, at least three, an absolute majority of
the votes suffices, and the election is to be conducted
according the norms of can.183, §§3-4. §2. If an election
is not successful within fifteen days from the opening of
the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church, the matter
devolves to the Roman Pontiff.

Can. 72 - § 1. He is elected who obtains two-thirds of the votes. No more
than two ballots shall be taken in a single day. If after four days, no one
obtains the two-thirds, the subsequent votes shall be made among the
two candidates who received the majority of votes in the last ballot. The
two candidates will abstain from voting and will not be counted in the
tally of those who received a majority of votes cast. On the fifth day,
more than two ballots may be cast. If neither candidate receives the two-
third majority, an absolute majority of votes will suffice. An absolute
majority means more than half the votes cast (i.e. if the number of votes
is 31, the absolute majority is 16 votes, not 17.)



3) THE RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF PATRIARCHS

Canon 78 CCEO

§1. The power which, according to the norm of the canons
and legitimate customs, the patriarch has over bishops and
other Christian faithful of the Church over which he
presides is ordinary and proper, but personal. Thus, the
patriarch cannot constitute a vicar for the entire
patriarchal Church nor can he delegate his power to someone
for all cases. §2. The power of the patriarch is
exercised validly only inside the territorial boundaries of
the patriarchal Church unless the nature of the matter or
the common or particular law approved by the Roman Pontiff
establishes otherwise.

Can. 78 - § 2 (The synod will seek to draft particular legislation to be
approved by the Roman pontiff, concerning the exercise of the power of
the patriarch outside of the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal
Church.) Within the Eparchy of Newton, note the following:

Can. 150-§2 CCEOQO states: Liturgical laws enacted by the Synod of
Bishops of the patriarchal church and promulgated by the Patriarch
have the force of law everywhere in the world; if, however, they are
disciplinary laws or concern other decisions of the synod, they have
the force of law inside the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal
Church. §3. Eparchial bishops constituted outside the territorial
boundaries of the patriarchal Church, who desire to do so, can
attribute the force of law fo disciplinary laws and other synodal
decisions in their own eparchies, provided they do not exceed their
competence; if however these laws or decisions are aepmved by the
Apostolic See, they have the force of law everywhere.

Canon 83 CCEO
§1. With due regard for the right and obligation of the

eparchial bishop of canonically visiting his own eparchy,
the patriarch has the right and obligation to conduct a

" The Particular Laws ad experimentum presented to the Synod of Bishops by Patriarch Maximos
V Hakim on July 30, 1994 were given the force of law (exceptions noted) within the Eparchy of
Newton by Bishop John Elya by a decree dated August 15, 1999. The revisions and additions to
Particular Law made by the Synod of Bishops of the Melkite Church in 2003 were given the force
of law within the Eparchy of Newton, with exceptions noted, by a decree issued on August 15,
2006 by Archbishop Cyril S. Bustros.
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pastoral visitation of the same eparchy at the time
determined by particular law. §2. For serious reasons and
with the consent of the permanent synod, the patriarch can
visit a church, city, or eparchy either personally or
through another bishop during this visitation he can do all
those things the eparchial bishop can do during a canonical
visitation.

Can. 83 - §1. With due regard for the right and obligation of the
eparchial bishop to make canonical visits within his own eparchy, the
patriarch has the right and obligation to conduct a pastoral visit of the
same eparchy at least once every ten years. A detailed regulation will be
established and approved by the Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal
Church.

Canon 86 CCEQ

§1. The patriarch is competent:1°to give a patriarchal
letter of canonical provision to a metropolitan or a
bishop; 2°to ordain metropolitans either personally or, if
impeded, through other bishops, and, if particular law thus
stipulates, also to ordain all bishops; 3° to enthrone the
metropolitan after episcopal ordination. §2. By virtue of
the law itself the faculty is given to the patriarch to
ordain and enthrone a metropolitan and other bishops of the
Church over which he presides who are appointed by the
Roman Pontiff outside the territorial boundaries of the
same Church unless in a special case it 1is expressly
stipulated otherwise. §3. Episcopal ordination and
enthronement must take place within the term stipulated by
law; the patriarchal letter of canonical provision is to be
given within ten days of the proclamation of the election.
The Apostolic See is to be notified as soon as possible of
the episcopal ordination and enthronement.

Can. 86 - §1,2° The Patriarch is competent to ordain metropolitans
either personally or through other bishops, and also to ordain all other
bishops.

Canon 88 CCEQ

§1. Tt is the right and obligation of the patriarch to
exercise vigilance according to the norm of law over all
clerics; if it appears that one of them merits punishment,
he 1is to warn the hierarch to whom the cleric 1is
immediately subject and, if the warning dis in vain, he
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himself is to take action against the cleric according to
the norm of law. §2. The patriarch can commit a function
of conducting affairs which regard the entire patriarchal
Church to any cleric, after having consulted with the
eparchial bishop or, in the case of a member of a religious
institute or a society of the common life in the manner of
religious, the major superior, unless particular law of the
patriarchal Church requires the consent of the same; he can
also subject the cleric immediately to himself while
exercising this function. §3. The patriarch can confer a
dignity in his own patriarchal Church on any cleric with
due regard for can. 430, provided that he receives the
written consent of the eparchial bishop to whom the cleric
is subject or, in the case of a religious institute or a
society of the common life in the manner of religious, the
major superior.

Can. 89 - § 2. The patriarch can commit a function of conducting
affairs which regard to the entire patriarchal Church to any cleric,
after having received the approval of the eparchial bishop or, in the
case of a member of a religious institute or a society of the common
life in the manner of religious, the major superior with the exception
of the patriarchal seminary where a simple consultation suffices, with
due regard for the prescriptions of canon 114 §2.

Canon 94 CCEO

The patriarch must celebrate the Divine Liturgy for the
people of the entire Church over which he presides on feast
days established by particular law.

Can. 94 - The patriarch will celebrate The Divine Liturgy for the
intentions of the faithful of the Patriarchate [pro populo] on the
Feasts of the Nativity, Theophany, Holy Thursday, Pascha and
Pentecost and on his patronal feastday.

4) THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF PATRIARCHAL CHURCHES
Canon 102 CCEQ §2
§2.With regard to eparchial bishops constituted outside

the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal Church and
titular bishops, particular law «can restrict their
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deliberative vote, with due regard for the canons
concerning the election of the patriarch, bishops and
candidates for office mentioned in can. 149.

Can. 102 -§2. No restriction is placed on the deliberative vote of
eparchial bishops and titular bishops constituted outside the
territorial boundaries of the patriarchal Church. Any who has
reached the age of 80 shall lose a deliberative vote and have only a
consultative vote.

Canon 102 CCEO §3

§3. To expedite certain matters, according to the norm of
particular law or with the consent of the permanent synod,
others can be invited by the patriarch, especially

hierarchs who are not bishops and experts to give their
opinions to the bishops gathered in the synod with due
regard for can.66 §2.

Can. 102- § 3. The Patriarch invites the Superior Generals to attend
the general sessions of the Synod of Bishops of the Patriarchal Church.
They have a deliberative vote on general matters with the exception of
what is proper only to bishops such as the election of the Patriarch.
They may serve as tellers or secretary of the synod according to the
norms of can. 71, §1.

Canon 106 CCEO

§1. The synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church must be
convoked whenever: 1°matters are to be decided which
belong to the exclusive competence of the synod of bishops
of the patriarchal Church or which, in order to be done,
require the consent of the synod; 2° the patriarch, with
the consent of the permanent synod, judges it necessary;
3°at least one~third of the members request it for a given
matter, with due regard always for the —rights of
patriarchs, bishops and other persons established by
common law. §2.The synod must be convoked at fixed times.

Can. 106 §2. The Synod of the Bishops of the patriarchal Church must
convene annually and in accord with the prescriptions of can. 106 ¢1.



Canon 107 CCEO

§1. Unless particular law requires more and with due
regard for can. 69, 149 and 183, §1, any session of the
synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church is canonical and
any individual balloting is valid if the majority of the
bishops who are obliged to attend the same synod 1is
present. §2. With due regard for can. 72, 149 and 183,
§§3-4, the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church is
free to establish norms to determine how many votes and
ballots are required for the synodal decisions to acquire
the force of law; otherwise, can. 924 must be observed.

Can. 107 - § 1. With due regard for can. 69, 149 and 183 §1, any
session of the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church is canonical
and any individual balloting is valid if the majority of the bishops who
are obliged to attend the same synod is present.

§ 2. Canon 924 must be observed for synodal decisions to acquire the
Jorce of law. Blank ballots are counted as vofes.

5) THE PATRIARCHAL CURIA
Canon 122 CCEO

§2. The patriarchal finance officer is appointed for a
term determined by particular law; during the tenure he
cannot be removed by the patriarch without the consent of
the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church or, if there
is danger in delay, of the permanent synod.

Can. 122 - § 2. The patriarchal finance officer is appointed
for a renewable term of three years,; during the tenure he
cannot be removed by the patriarch without the consent of
the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church or, in case
of danger in delay, with the consent of the permanent synod.
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6) THE VACANT OR IMPEDED PATRIARCHAL SEE

Canon 127 CCEO

Unless particular law determines otherwise, during a
vacancy of the patriarchal see, the administrator of the
patriarchal Church is the senior bishop according to
episcopal ordination among the bishops of the patriarchal
curia or, 1if there are not any, among the bishops who are
members of the permanent synod.

Can. 127 - The administrator of the patriarchal Church is the senior
bishop according to episcopal ordination among the bishops of the
patriarchal curia or, if there are not any, among the bishops who are
members of the permanent synod.

Canon 128 CCEQ

The administrator of the patriarchal Church is:(l}to
immediately to inform the Roman Pontiff and all the bishops
of the patriarchal Church of the vacancy of the patriarchal
see; {2) to carry out accurately and to see that others
carry out the special norms prescribed by common or
particular law, or by an instruction of the Roman Pontiff,
if one is given, for the various circumstances which occur
during the vacancy of the patriarchal see; (3) to convoke
the bishops to the synod of bishops of the patriarchal
Church for the election of a patriarch and to prepare all
other things necessary for the synod.

Can. 128 - The synod confirms what the Synod of Ain-Traz has
legislated concerning the obligations of the administrator of the
patriarchal Church).’

? Synod of Ain-Traz (1909): Cans. 134, 135--The administrator of the Patriarchal See
should perform only those acts which are absolutely necessary and he must present a
full report of his administration to the new patriarch. He should be mentioned in the
liturgies of the churches of the Patriarchal Sees. Charles de Clerc, Histoire Des
Conciles. Council of Ain-Traz of 1909, Libraire Letouzey, Paris: 1952.
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7) THE ELECTION OF BISHOPS

Canon 182 CCEO

§1.Candidates suitable for the episcopate can be proposed
only by members of the synod of bishops of the patriarchal
Church who can, according to the norm of particular law,
collect information and documents which are necessary to
establish the suitability of the candidates, hearing, if
they think it appropriate, secretly and individually,
certain presbyters or also other Christian faithful
outstanding in prudence and Christian 1life. §2. The
bishops are to report their findings to the patriarch at a
suitable time prior to the convocation of the synod of
bishops of the patriarchal Church. The patriarch, if the
case warrants it, adding his own additional information,
transmits the matter to all the members of the synod. §3.
Unless particular law approved by the Roman Pontiff states
otherwise, the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church
is to examine the names of the candidates and compile a
list of the candidates by secret ballot, which is to be
transmitted through the patriarch to the Apostolic See to
obtain the assent of the Roman Pontiff. §4. The assent of
the Roman Pontiff once given for an individual candidate 1is
valid until it has been explicitly revoked, in which case
the name of the candidate is to be removed from the list.

Can. 182 § 1. Candidates suitable for the episcopate can be proposed
only by members of the Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church
who can collect information and documents secretly and prudently
which are necessary to establish the suitability of the candidates,
hearing, if they deem it appropriate, secretly and individually, certain
presbyters or also others of the Christian faithful outstanding in
prudence and Christian life.

§ 3. The Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church is to examine the
names of the candidates by secret ballot, and compile a list of
candidates which is to be transmitted through the patriarch to the
Apostolic See to obtain the assent of the Roman Pontiff.

Canon 186 CCEO

§1. If the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church
cannot be convened, the patriarch, after consulting the
Apostolic See, can request the vote of the bishops by
letter. In this case, the patriarch must employ for the
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validity of the act the services of two episcopal tellers,
who are to be designated according to the norm of
particular law, or, lacking this, by the patriarch with the
consent of the permanent synod. §2. Observing secrecy, the
tellers are to open the letters of the bishops, count the
votes and sign the written report of the completed ballot
along with the patriarch.§3.If one of the candidates
obtains an absolute majority of the votes of the members of
the synod in this one ballot, he 1s elected and the
patriarch proceeds according to the norms of can. 184 &
185. Otherwise the patriarch defers the matter to the
Apostolic See.

Can. 186 - § 1. If the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church
cannot be convened, the patriarch, after consulting the Apostolic See,
can request the vote of the bishops by letter. In this case, the patriarch
must employ for the validity of the act the services of two episcopal
tellers who are to be designated by the patriarch with the consent of
the permanent synod.

8) HONORIFIC TITLES & TITULAR DIGNITIES
Can. 194 - The Titular Dignities: ’

In our Church all dignities were originally functions. Presently,
however, our Church has selected some dignities to be titular following
the custom observed in many of the churches of the Byzantine tradition.
The eparchial bishop can confer these dignities only upon clerics
subject to him. The dignities are listed below in descending grade:

Archimandrite: conferred on a celibate priest whether he be eparchial,
Religious or widowed.

Economos: the title, originally the function of the finance officer, may
be conferred on the financial officer or may be considered titular and
conferred on any priest celibate or married.

Protopresbyter: i.e., the first among priests, is, according to The Code
of Canons of the Eastern Churches, an Olffice (see canons 276-278).
As a titular dignity, it may also be conferred on a married priest.

* See: Instruction for Applying the Liturgical Prescriptions of The Code of Canons of the Eastern
Churches, Congregation for the Eastern Churches, January 6, 1996, No. 78. To be harmonized
with existing Particular Law by the Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal Church.



12
The dignities have the following insignia:

The “Latia” (veil) and the pectoral cross for a celibate or widowed
priest. Only the pectoral cross is conferred on a married priest whose
wife is still living. The ring is absolutely prohibited for all dignities
whether functional or titular. He who would disobey this prescription
will forfeit his dignity after a third admonition given in writing by

the bishop.

Other dignities include the Olffices of Exarch (cans. 311-321);
Protosyncellus and Syncellus (cans. 245-251). At the completion of
their term of Office, these dignitaries will desist from their
prerogatives but may retain their insignia. The regulation for these
functions is as follows: - The patriarch and the bishops confer these
functions in accord with general and particular law. The Patriarch
confers these dignities on any cleric of his church either inside it or
outside it with the consent of the latter’s hierarch or religious superior.
The eparchial bishops confer titular dignities, with the exception of
Exarch, on the priests of their jurisdiction, they can confer them on
priests outside their jurisdiction only with the consent of the bishops
concerned or the religious superiors These dignities cannot be
conferred by bishops of other churches without the prior consent of the
Patriarch and the bishop concerned or the superior general. In
addition to the insignia, the holders of these functions have the right of
precedence according to the ranks indicated above. The dignities
conferred by the patriarch have three (3) added prerogatives:

1° - the added title of "grand", e.g. "Grand Economos".

2°- holders are permitted to wear their honorary insignia outside the
patriarchal territory if they are accompanying the patriarch or
representing him at synods or at other public functions or if they have
obtained permission to wear them from the local ecclesiastical
superior;

3°- holders have precedence over other dignitaries of similar rank.

Eparchial priests maintain their titular dignity even after the
completion of their term of Office or function; the Religious and
missionary clergy do not lose their titular dignity after the completion
of their term of Office unless their constitutions prescribe otherwise.
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9) RIGHTS & DUTIES OF EPARCHIAL BISHOPS

Canon 198 CCEO

The eparchial bishop is to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
frequently for the people of the eparchy entrusted to him;
he must celebrate on the days prescribed by the particular
law of his own Church sui iuris.

Can. 198 - The eparchial bishop is to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
frequently for the people of the eparchy entrusted to him. This
celebration is obligatory 24 times each year on whatever days that he
deems convenient.

Canon 204 CCEO

§1. The eparchial bishop, even if he has a coadjutor or an
auxiliary bishop, is bound by the obligation of residing in
his own eparchy. §2. In addition to those obligations
which require a legitimate absence from his own eparchy,
the bishop can be absent for a just cause for not more than
one continual or interrupted month, so long as the
precaution is taken that the eparchy not suffer harm from
his absence. §3. The eparchial bishop, except for some
grave cause, must not be absent from his eparchy on days of
special solemnity established by particular law according
to the tradition of his own Church sui iuris.

Can. 204 - § 3. The eparchial bishop must not absent himself from the
eparchy on the Feast of the Nativity, during Holy Week and Easter, or
on the patronal Feast of the Cathedral except for grave reasons.

10) THE VACANT OR IMPEDED SEE

Canon 220 CCEO

With regard to a vacant See located inside the territorial
boundaries of a patriarchal Church, in addition to can.
225-232 and without prejudice to can. 222 and 223, the
following are to be observed: 1° the patriarch is to inform
the Apostolic See as soon as possible of the vacancy of the
Eparchial See; 2° until the appointment of an administrator
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of the eparchy, the ordinary power of the eparchial bishop
transfers to the patriarch, unless otherwise provided by
the particular law of the patriarchal Church or by the
Roman  Pontiff; 3° the patriarch 1is to appoint an
administrator of the eparchy within a month of available
time from the reception of notice of the wvacancy of the

eparchial see, after consulting the Dbishops of the
patriarchal curia, 1if there are any, otherwise after
consulting the permanent synod. If the month elapses and

this is not done, the appointment of an administrator
devolves to the Apostolic See; 4° the administrator of the
eparchy, after making the profession of faith in the
presence of the patriarch obtains authority, but is not to
exercise it unless he has taken canonical possession of the
office by presenting the letters of his appointment to the
college of eparchial consultors; 5°the patriarch is to see
that a worthy and suitable eparchial bishop be assigned to
the wvacant eparchial see as soon as possible, but not
beyond the limits established by common law.

Can. 220 - 2° Until the appointment of an administrator of the
eparchy, the ordinary power of the eparchial bishop transfers to the
patriarch unless other provision has been made by the Roman Pontiff.

Canon 224 CCEO

§3 When the Eparchial See 1s vacant, the auxiliary bishop
retains the power which he enjoyed as protosyncellus or
syncellus when the See was occupiled and which is conferred
upon him by the law; this authority is to be exercised
under the authority of the administrator of the eparchy
unless otherwise determined by the Apostolic See or by the
particular law of his own patriarchal Church.

Can. 224 - § 3. When the Eparchial See is vacant, the auxiliary
bishop retains the power conferred upon him by the law; this
authority is to be exercised under the authority of the administrator of
the eparchy. He also retains what he enjoyed as protosyncellus or
syncellus when the See was occupied, unless otherwise determined by
the Roman Apostolic See.

Canon 230 CCEO

Unless otherwise lawfully provided: 1° the administrator of
an eparchy has the right to an appropriate remuneration to




15
be established by particular law or determined by lawful
custom and which is to be taken from the goods of the
eparchy; 2°the other income accruing to the eparchial
bishop during the time when the eparchial see is vacant is
reserved to the future eparchial bishop for the needs of
the eparchy, observing the prescriptions of the particular
law which define the manner in which the income must be
spent.

Can. 230 - Unless otherwise lmvfuily provided:

1° the administrator of rhe eparchy has the right to an
appropriate remuneration to be determined by the patriarch or by
lawful custom and which is to be taken from the goods of the eparchy;

2° all other income accruing to the eparchial bishop during the
time when the eparchial see is vacant is reserved to the future
eparchial bishop for the needs of the eparchy.

11) THE EPARCHIAL ASSEMBLY
Canon 238 CCEO

§1. The following are to be summoned to the eparchial
assembly and must be present for it: 1° the coadjutor
bishop and the auxiliary bishops; 2° the protosyncellus,
syncelli, Jjudicial wvicar and eparchial finance officex;
3°the eparchial consultors; 4° the rector of the eparchial
major seminary; 5° the protopresbyters; 6° at least one
pastor from each district, to be elected by all of those
who actually have the care of souls, the protopresbyter
presiding over the election; another presbyter 1is to be
elected as an alternate to fill in for him 1if he is
impeded; 7°the members of the presbyteral council and some
delegates of the pastoral council, if it exists, elected by
the same council in the manner and number established by
particular law; 8° some deacons elected according to the
norms of particular law; 9° superiors of monasteries suil
iuris and some superiors of other institutes of consecrated
life which have houses in the eparchy, to be elected in the
manner and number established by particular law; 10°lay
people elected by the pastoral council, if it exists, or
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designated by the bishop. Their number not to exceed one-
third of members of the assembly.

Can. 238 - 7° the members of the presbyterial council and some
delegates of the pastoral council, if it exists, elected by the same
council in the manner and number established by the eparchial
bishop:

8° some deacons elected according to the norms established by the
eparchial bishop:

9° superiors of monasteries sui juris and some superiors of other
institutes of consecrated life that have houses in the eparchy, to be
elected in the manner and number established by the eparchial bishop.

Canon 242 CCEO

The eparchial bishop is to communicate the text of the
laws, declarations and decrees which have been decided upon
at the eparchial assembly to the authority which the
particular law of his Church suil iuris has determined.

Can. 242 - The eparchial bishop is to communicate the text of the
laws, declarations and decrees that have been decided upon at the
eparchial assembly to the patriarch.

12) EPARCHIAL CURIA & EPARCHIAL OFFICERS

Canon 247 CCEO

§L. The protosyncellus and the syncelli are freely
appointed by the eparchial bishop and can freely be removed
by him without prejudice to can.215,81 & §2. §2. The
protosyncellus and the syncellus are to be celibate
presbyters unless the particular law of their Church sui
iuris has established otherwise; insofar as it is possible,
they should be from the clergy enrolled in the eparchy, not
less than thirty vyears of age, have a doctorate or
licentiate or at least be expert in some sacred science;
and be commendable for sound doctrine, uprightness,
prudence and practical experience.

Can. 247 - § 2. The protosyncellus and the syncellus are to be celibate
presbyters but may, for a sufficient cause, be from the married clergy.
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In so far as it is possible, they should be from the clergy enrolled in
the eparchy, be not less than 30 years of age, have a doctorate or
licentiate or at least be expert in some sacred science and be of sound
doctrine, uprightness, prudence, and experienced in practical matters.

Canon 252 CCEO

§1. In the eparchial curia a chancellor is to be appointed
who is to be a presbyter or deacon and whose principal
obligation, unless otherwise established by the particular
law, is to see that the acts of the curia are gathered and
arranged as well as preserved in the archives of the

eparchial curia.

Can. 252- §1. In the eparchial curia, a chancellor is to be appointed
who is a presbyter or a deacon and whose principal obligation is fo
see that the acts of the curia are gathered and arranged as well as
preserved in the archives of the eparchial curia.

Canon 262 CCEO

§2 The eparchial finance officer is appointed for a term
determined by particular law; he is not to be removed
during his term of office except for serious cause in the
judgment of the eparchial bishop after consulting the
college of eparchial consultors and the finance council.

Can. 262- §2. The eparchial finance officer is appointed for a
renewable term of three years, determined by the eparchial bishop; he
is not to be removed during his term of office except for serious cause
in the judgment of the eparchial bishop after consulting with the
college of consultors and the finance council.

Canon 263 CCEO

§1. The eparchial bishop is to establish a finance council
which consists of a president, who is the eparchial bishop
himself, and of other suitable persons expert even if
possible, in civil law, appointed by the eparchial bishop
after consulting the college of eparchial consultors unless
some other eguivalent process is already provided by the
particular law of his Church sui iuris, always without
prejudice to the needs for those who have been elected or
nominated by others to have the confirmation of the
eparchial bishop.
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Can. 263- §1. The eparchial bishop is to establish a finance council
which consists of a president, who is the eparchial bishop himself, and
of other suitable persons expert even if possible, in civil law,
appointed by the eparchial bishop after consulting with the college of
eparchial consultors.

Canon 266 CCEO

The following are to be observed in regard to the
constitution of the presbyteral council: 1° an appropriate
portion of the members are to be elected by the priests
themselves according to the norm of the particular law of
their Church sui iuris; 2° some priests, according to the
norms of the statutes, must be ex officio members who
belong to the council in virtue of their offices; 3° it is
the right of the eparchial bishop to freely appoint other
members.

Can. 266-

1° an appropriate portion of the members are to be elected by
the priests themselves according to the norms established by the
eparchial bishop;’

2° some priests, according to the above-mentioned norms, must
be ex officio members who belong to the council by virtue of their
Offices.

3° it is the right of the eparchial bishop to freely appoint other
members.

13) PROTOPRESBYTERS
Canon 277 CCEO

§1. 'The ‘office of protopresbyter, with due regard to the
particular law of his own Church sui ijiuris, must not be
joined in a stable manner to the office of pastor of any
certain parish; the eparchial bishop, having heard, 1if he
considers it opportune, the pastors and parochial vicars of
the district in gquestion, 1s to appoint a presbyter
especially among the pastors, outstanding for his doctrine
and apostolic fervor. §2.The protopresbyter is to be
appointed for a term determined by particular law. §3.For a

* Statutes of the Presbyteral Council were approved by Bishop John Elya by a decree signed on
October 25, 1997.
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just cause, the eparchial bishop can remove a
protopresbyter from office.

Can. 277- §1. The Office of protopresbyter may be joined in a stable
manner to the office of pastor of a specific parish; the eparchial
bishop, having heard, if he considers it opportune, the pastors and
parochial vicars of the district in question, is to appoint a presbyter
from among the pastors who is outstanding for his doctrine and
apostolic fervor. §2.The protopresbyter is to be appointed for a term
determined by the eparchial bishop. §3. For a just cause, the
eparchial bishop can remove a protopresbyter from office.

Canon 278 CCEO

§1. Besides the powers and faculties bestowed upon him by
particular law it 1is the right and obligation of the
protopreshyter to: 1° coordinate and promote common
pastoral action; 2°see to it that clerics lead a life in
harmony with their own state and that they diligently
fulfill their obligations; 3°see to it that the Divine
Liturgy and the divine praises are celebrated according to
the prescriptions of the liturgical books, that the good
appearance and condition of the <churches and sacred
furnishings are carefully maintained especially in the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy and custody of the Divine
Eucharist, that ecclesiastical  goods are carefully
administered and, finally, that the parish house 1is
properly cared-for. §2.In the district entrusted to him the
protopresbyter: 1%is to see that clerics attend meetings
which the local hierarch Jjudges appropriate for promoting
the sacred sciences and pastoral affairs; 2°is to take care
that clerics have ready access to spiritual helps, and be
particularly concerned about those who are found in more
difficult circumstances or are beset with problems. §3.The
protopresbyter is to take care that the pastors and their
families, if they are married, whom he knows to be
seriocusly ill, do not lack spiritual and material
assistance and that the funerals of those who have died are
celebrated with dignity. He is also to provide that when
they are sick or have died the books, documents, sacred
furnishings and other things that pertain to the Church are
not lost or removed. §4.The protopresbyter is bound by the
obligation of visiting the parishes according to the
determination made by the eparchial bishop.
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Can. 278- §1. In addition to the powers and faculties bestowed
upon him by the eparchial bishop, and the rights and duties assigned
to him by canon 278, it is the right and obligation of the
protopresbyter to: 1°) coordinate and promote common pastoral
action; 2°) see to it that clerics lead a life in harmony with their own
state and that they diligently fulfill their obligations; 3° see to it that
the Divine Liturgy and the divine praises are celebrated according to
the prescriptions of the liturgical books, that the good appearance
and condition of the churches and sacred furnishings are carefully
maintained especially for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy and
custody of the Holy Eucharist, that ecclesiastical goods are carefully
administered and, finally, that the parish house is properly cared-for.

14) PARISHES, PASTORS AND PAROCHIAL VICARS
Canon 284 CCEO

§1. The right of naming pastors belongs solely to the
eparchial bishop, who freely names them. §2. To entrust a
parish to a member of religious institute or society of
common life in the manner of religious, the major superior
is to propose a suitable priest of his institute to the
eparchial bishop for appointment, with due regard for
agreements entered into with the eparchial bishop or other
authority determined by the particular law of the proper
Church sui iuris.

Can. 284- §2. To entrust a parish to a member of a Religious institute
or a society of common life in the manner of Religious, the major
superior is to propose a suitable priest of his institute to the eparchial
bishop for appointment, with due regard for agreements entered into
with the eparchial bishop. '

Canon 284-#3 CCEO

§3. The pastor possesses stability in his office, therefore
he 1is not to be named for a determined period of time
unless: (1) it concerns a member of a religious institute
or society of common life in the manner of religious; (2) a
candidate agrees to this in writing; (3) it concerns a
special case, in which case the consent of the college of
eparchial consultors is required; {4) the particular law of
his Church sui iuris permits it.
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Can. 284- §3. Pastors may be appointed for a limited period of time
and may be transferred from the office at any time if good reasons
exist in the judgment of the eparchial bishop after consulting with the
presbyteral council.

Canon 287 CCEO

§2. In the same parish there is to be only one pastor;
however, if the particular law of the Church sui iuris
allows it, a parish may be entrusted to several presbyters;
the same particular law is to determine accurately the
rights and obligations of the moderator, who directs the
common action and reports on it to the eparchial bishop,
and what are those of the other presbyters.

Can. 287- §2. A parish may be entrusted to several presbyters. The
eparchial bishop is to determine accurately the rights and obligations
of the moderator who directs the common action and reports on it to
the eparchial bishop. The eparchial bishop determines the rights and
obligations of the other presbyfters.

Canon 288 CCEO

The pastor acquires the care of souls by canonical
provision; however, he 1is not allowed to exercise his
office unless he has taken canonical possession of the
parish according to the norm of particular law.

Can. 288- The pastor acquires the care of souls by canonical
provision; however, he is not allowed to exercise his Office unless he
has taken canonical possession of the parish by means of the
proclamation in the church of the decree of appointment either by the
bishop himself or by his delegate.

Canon 29%4 CCEO

The pastor is frequently to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
for the people of the parish entrusted to him but is bound
to celebrate it for them on the days prescribed by the
particular law.of his Church sui iuris.
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Can. 294- The pastor is frequently to celebrate the Divine Liturgy
for the people of the parish entrusted to him, but is bound to celebrate
it for them at least twelve (12) times each year.

Canon 285 CCEO

In the parish there are to be appropriate councils dealing
with pastoral and economic matters, according to the norms
of the particular law of its own Church sui iuris.

Can. 295- In the parish, there are to be appropriate councils dealing
with pastoral and economic matters according to the norms of the
eparchy and in keeping with our particular law.

Canon 296 CCEO

§1. In the parish there are to be parish books, namely,
baptismal, matrimonial, death and others, according to the
norms of the particular law of its own Church sui iuris or,
if there are no norms, of the eparchial bishop himself; the
pastor is to see to it that these parish books are properly
filled out and preserved ohserving said norms.

Can. 296- §1. In the parish, there are to be parish books, namely:
baptismal, matrimonial, death and others according to the norms
established by the eparchial bishop. The pastor is to see to it that
these parish books are properly filled-out and preserved while
observing said norms.

Canon 297 CCEO

§1. The pastor ceases from office by resignation accepted
by the eparchial bishop, expiration of term, removal or
transfer. §2. When a pastor has completed his seventy-fifth
year of age he is asked to submit his resignation from
office to the eparchial bishop, who, after considering all
the circumstances of person and place, is to decide whether
to accept or defer the resignation; the eparchial bishop,
taking into account the norms of particular law of his own
Church sui iuris, 1is to provide for the suitable support
and housing of the resigned pastor.

Can. 297- §2. (The synod has not yet completed drafting norms
dealing with retired bishops and priests.) [In the Eparchy of Newton,
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reference is made to the provisions for retired clergy as contained in
the Pastoral Handbook.]

(%)

Canon 302 CCEO

§1. The parochial vicars are to exercise the rights and
obligations of the common and particular law as well as
from the letters of the eparchial bishop and under the
authority of the pastor; but, unless expressly determined
otherwise and except for the obligation mentioned in can.
294, the parochial vicar must, in virtue of his ‘office
assist in the entire parochial ministry and if
circumstances warrant it, to substitute for the pastor.

Can. 302- §1. The parochial vicar’s rights and duties are determined
by common law, the eparchial norms, and the bishop’s letter of
appointment. He exercises his office under the authority of the pastor.

15) EXARCHIES AND EXARCHS
Canon 321 CCEOQO

§1. During the time he is in office, an exarch who is not
an ordained bishop has the privileges and insignia of the
first dignity after the episcopal dignity. §2. Particular
law is to be followed in determining whether he retains the
privileges and insignia after he has carried out his
function.

Can. 321- §2. An exarch retains the privileges and insignia after he has
carried out his function.
16) CLERICS

Canon 327 CCEO

If besides bishops, presbyters or deacons, other ministers,

constituted in minor orders, generally called minor
clerics, are admitted or instituted for the service of the

5 See Norms for Priests and Their Third Age, National Conference of Bishops, (Washington:
November 18, 1987).
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people of God or to exercise the functions of the sacred
liturgy, they are governed only by the particular law of
their own Church sui iuris.

Can. 327- In addition to the bishops, presbyters and deacons, there are
other ministers constituted in minor orders, generally called minor
clerics such as sub-deacons and readers. They are set-aside for
service ta the people of God or to exercise designated functions at the
sacred liturgy. The liturgical books designate their respective functions
together with any directives issued by the Synod of Bishops of the
Patriarchal Church.

Canon 329 CCEO

§2. Particular law is to provide that either regional or,
insofar as is possible, eparchial projects for promoting
vocations are instituted in all Churches, these ought to be
open to the needs of the universal Church, especially
missionary needs.

Can. 329- §2. The synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church is to
provide that either regional or, insofar as possible, eparchial projects
for promoting vocations are instituted in all Churches. These ought to
be open to the needs of the universal church, especially missionary
needs. [In the Eparchy of Newton, the Eparch appoints a director
of vocations subject to him.}]

Canon 330 CCEQ

§1. It is proper for the synod of bishops of the
patriarchal Church or council of hierarchs to set up a
program for the training of clerics, in which the common
law is more precisely set forth for seminaries located
within the territorial boundaries of its own Church. In
other cases it is proper to the eparchial bishop to develop
this type of program for his own eparchy, without prejudice
to can. 150, 8§3. It is also proper to the same authorities
to change the program.

Can. 330- §1. The Synod has established by statute a program for the
training of clerics.
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Canon 331 CCEC

§1. In the minor seminary, in the first place those who
seem to show signs of a vocation to the sacred ministry are
to be instructed so that they can more easily and clearly
discern it themselves and refine it by a dedicated spirit;
according to the norm of particular law, others also can be
instructed who, even though they do not seem to be called
to the clerical state, can be formed to fulfill certain
ministries or apostolic works. Other institutes that,
according to their statutes, serve the same purposes, even
if they differ in name, are equivalent to a minor seminary.

Can. 331- §1. The minor seminary is the first place where those who
seem to show signs of a vocation to the sacred ministry are to be
instructed so that they can more easily and clearly discern a vocation
for themselves and refine it by a dedicated spirit; with the agreement of
those responsible for the seminary, others also can be instructed who,
even though they do not seem to be called to the clerical state, can
nevertheless be formed to fulfill certain ministries or apostolic works.
Other institutes that serve the same purpose by virtue of their statutes,
even if they differ in name, are equivalent to a minor seminary.

[No minor seminary has been established in the Eparchy
of Newton].

Canon 335 CCEO

§1. A seminary, legitimately erected, is a Jjuridic person
by the law itself. §2. The rector of the seminary
represents it in the handling of all matters unless
particular law or the statutes of the seminary have
determined otherwise.

Can. 335- §2. He who is competent to establish the seminary program
determines the person who represents it in all canonical matters. [In
the Eparchy of Newton, the duly appointed Rector represents the
seminary in all matters.]

Canon 353 CCEO

According to the norm of particular law, there are to be
exercises and tests strengthening pastoral formation, in
such areas as social or charitable service, catechetical
instruction, but especially in the pastoral internship
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during philosophical-theological formation, and in the
diaconal internship before ordination to the presbyterate.

Can. 353- Following an approved program established for the
seminary, there are to be exercises and tests strengthening pastoral
formation, in such areas as social or charitable service, catechetical
instruction, but especially in the pastoral internship during
philosophical-theological formation, and in the deaconal internship
before ordination to the presbyterate. 6

Canon 357 CCEO

§1. Every cleric 1s to be enrolled as a cleric either in
some eparchy or exarchy or religious institute or society
of common life in the manner of religious or, also, in
institutes or in associations which have obtained from the
Apostolic See the right to enroll clerics in themselves or,
within the territorial boundaries of the Church over which
he presides, from the patriarch with the consent of the
permanent synod. §2. What 1is established concerning the
enrollment of clerics in some eparchy and dismissal from it
is also applicable with the appropriate modification to
those juridic persons mentioned above as well as, 1if the
particular law so states, to the patriarchal Church itself,
unless the law has expressly stated otherwise.

Can. 357- §2. What is established concerning the enrollment of clerics
in some eparchy and dismissal from it is also applicable with the
appropriate modification to those juridic persons mentioned above as
well as to the patriarchal Church itself, unless the law has expressly
stated otherwise. Further, patriarchal clerics are enrolled in the
specific patriarchal eparchy at whose altar they are ordained and not
in all of the three (3) patriarchal eparchies. No one can be enrolled in
the patriarchal Church itself.

Canon 358 CCEO

Through diaconal ordination a man is enrolled as a cleric
in the eparchy for whose service he is ordained unless,
according to the norm of the particular law of his own
Church sui iuris, he has already been enrolled in the same
eparchy.

% See: Norms for Priestly Formation, NCCB, Vols. I & 1I, (Washington 1994).
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Can. 358- Upon sub-diaconal ordination, a man is enrolled as a
cleric in the eparchy for whose service he is ordained. In the Eparchy
of Newton, enrollment (incardination) occurs at ordination to the
deaconate.

Canon 365 CCEO

§1. For licit transfer in or move to another eparchy just
causes such as the advantage of the Church or the good of
the cleric himself are required. Permission 1is not to be
denied except for serious reasons. §2. If the particular
law of the Church sui iuris so prescribes, it 1is also
required for the licit transfer to an eparchy of another
Church sui iuris that the eparchial bishop releasing the
cleric obtains the consent of the authority determined by
the same particular law.

Can. 365- §2. It is also required for the licit transfer to an eparchy of
another Church sui iuris that the eparchial bishop releasing the cleric
obtains the consent of the eparchial consultors and of the patriarch. [In
the Eparchy of Newton, recourse for such transfers to another church
sui iuris is made to the Holy See.]

Canon 369 CCEO
£ §1. The daily reading and meditation of the Word of God is
- incumbent upon clerics so that as faithful and truly
' attentive hearers of the Christ, they may become true
, ministers of preaching; they are to be unremitting in
s prayer, in liturgical celebrations and especially in
devotions toward the mystery of the Eucharist. They are to
daily examine their consciences and frequently receive the
sacrament of penance. They are to honor Blessed Mary, the
ever-Virgin Mother of God, and implore from her the grace
of conforming themselves to her Son; they are to carry out
the other pious exercises of their own Church sui iuris.
§2. They are to attach great importance to spiritual
direction and to take time for spiritual retreats at the
times established according to the prescriptions of the
particular law.

Can. 369- §2. All clerics are to attach great importance to spiritual
direction and to take time for spiritual retreats at times established by
the norms of each eparchy.
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Canon 372 CCEO

§1. After completing the formation which 1is required for
sacred orders, clerics are not to stop devoting attention
to the sacred sciences. Indeed, they are to take measures
to acquire a more profound and timely knowledge and use
them through formative courses approved by their own
hierarch. [Office of Continuing Education for Clergy
established November 1994 with co-ordinator appointed by
Eparch.]

Canon 374 CCEO

Clerics, celibate or married, are to excel in the virtue of
chastity; it is for the particular 1law to establish
suitable means for pursuing this end.

Can. 374- Clerics, whether celibate or married, are to excel in the
virtue of chastity. The norms of each eparchy are to establish suitable
means for pursuing this end.

Canon 377 CCEO

All clerics must celebrate the divine praises according to
the particular law of their own Church sui iuris.

Can. 377- All clerics must celebrate the liturgical hours. The secular
priests must recite, whether individually or in common, Vespers, Little
Compline, Matins and one of the Little Hours as they are contained in
the Horologhion (The Book of Hours). They are exhorted to recite all
the other parts of the liturgical cycle to the extent that they are able.

Canon 378 CCEO

According to the norm of the particular law clerics are to
celebrate the Divine Liturgy frequently, especially on
Sundays and holy days of obligation; indeed, daily
celebration is eagerly encouraged.

Can. 378- Clerics are to celebrate the Divine Liturgy frequently,
especially on Sundays and holy days of obligation; indeed, daily
celebration is eagerly encouraged except for the “aliturgical days” on
which it is not allowed to celebrate The Divine Liturgy, ie. the
Wednesday and Friday of Cheese-fare Week, the weekdays during
Great Lent, and on the Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday of
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Holy Week when priests are advised to celebrate the Presanctified
Liturgy.

Canon 382 CCEQO

Clerics are to abstain completely from all those things
unbecoming to their  state, according to the norms
determined in detail by particular law, and also to avoid
those things which are alien to it.

Can. 382- Clerics are to abstain completely from all those things
unbecoming to their state in accord with the norms established by the
bishop in his eparchy. They are also to avoid those things which are
alien to it.

Canon 384 CCEO

§2. Clerics are not to have an active part in political
parties nor in the supervision of labor unions unless, in
the judgment of the eparchial bishop oxr, 1f particular law
so states, of the patriarch or of another authority, the
need to protect the rights of the Church or to promote the
common good requires it.

Can. 384- §2. Clerics are not to take an active part in political parties
nor in the administration of labor unions unless, in the judgment of the
eparchial bishop or patriarch, the need to protect the rights of the
Church or to promote the common good require it.

Canon 385 CCEO

§2. Clerics are forbidden to exercise by themselves or
through another any business or trade whether for their own
benefit or for that of another, except with permission of
the authority defined by particular law or by the Apostolic
See.

" See: Policy Statement & Procedures Regarding Sexual Misconduct (minors), issued by Eparch
John Elya on November 30, 1995. Also, The document Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People was developed by the Ad Hoc Committee for Sexual Abuse of the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). it was approved by the full body of U.S. Catholic bishops at its June 2005
General Meeting.

¥ See Policy Statement & Guidelines Regarding Use of Church Property for Political Events, Rt.
Rev. Joseph Haggar, October 1992; confirmed by Eparch John Elya on January 25, 1994.
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Can. 385- §2. Clerics are forbidden to exercise, either by themselves
or through another, any business or trade whether for their own benefit
or for that of another, except with the permission of the eparchial
bishop, the patriarch, or the Roman Apostolic See.

Canon 386 CCEO

§1. Clerics, even if they do not have a residential office,
nevertheless are not to leave their eparchy for a notable
period of time determined by particular law without the
permission, at least presumed, of their local hierarch.

Can. 386- §1. Clerics, even if they do not have a residential office,
nevertheless are not to leave their eparchy for a period exceeding one
week without the expressed permission of their local hierarch or
superior.

Canon 387 CCEO

Particular law is to be observed in regard to the attire of
clerics.

Can. 387- The traditional attire for clerics is the "Jibbeh" and the
"Kallooseh". The (Western) clerical attire of a clergyman is permitted
outside of religious ceremonies. Civil attire is prohibited except in
exceptional situations that are to be determined by the eparchial
bishop.

Canon 390 CCEO

§1. Clerics have the right to a suitable sustenance and to
receive a just remuneration for carrying out the office or
function committed to them; in the case of married clerics,
the sustenance of their families, unless this has been
otherwise sufficiently provided, 1is to be taken into
account. §2. They also have the right that there be
provided for themselves as well as for their families, if
they are married, suitable pension funds, social security
as well as health benefits. So that this right can be
effectively put into practice clerics are bound by an
obligation on their part to contribute to the fund spoken
of in can. 1021, §2 according to the norm of the particular
law.
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Can. 390- §2. Clerics also have the right, in accord with the norms
established by the eparchial bishop, to receive appropriate health and
social security insurance for themselves, and, if married, for their
families. [In the Eparchy of Newton, reference is made to the Pastoral
Handbook.] ’

Canon 392 CCEO

Clerics have a right to annual vacations as determined by
the particular law.

Can. 392- The pastor is entitled to an annual vacation to be agreed io
with the eparchial bishop. [In the Eparchy of Newton, norms are
found in The Pastoral Handbook].

17) LAY PERSONS
Canon 408 CCEO
§1. Lay persons who excel in the necessary knowledge,
experience and integrity, should be heard as experts or
consultors by ecclesiastical authorities, whether

individually or as members of various councils and
assemblies, whether parochial, eparchial or patriarchal.
§2. Besides those ecclesiastical functions to which lay
persons are by common law admitted, they may be also
admitted by a competent authority to other functions,
excepting those which require holy orders or which are
expressly forbidden to lay persons by the particular law of
their own Church. §3. Lay persons are fully subject to
ecclesiastical authority in respect to the exercise of
ecclesiastical functions.

Can. 408- §2. Besides those ecclesiastical functions to which lay
persons are admitted by common law, laypersons may also be admitted
by a competent authority, to other functions as determined by the
eparchial bishop except to those functions that require Holy Orders.

? See: Priests Sickness & Disability and Retirement Plans in The Pastoral Handbook.
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18) MONKS AND OTHER RELIGIOUS

Canon 422 CCEOQ

§2.Particular law shall provide whether in houses of less
than six members a council shall be established or not.

Can. 422- §2. The Constitutions and norms of Religious institutes
will determine if a council shall be established in houses of less than
six members.

Canon 496 CCEO

§2. The superior shall forward this petition, together with
his or her votum and that of the council, to the eparchial
bishop whose competence it 1is, even for a monastery of
pontifical right, to grant in this instance the indult of
departure from the monastery and return to secular 1life,
unless particular law reserves this to the patriarch in
monasteries located within the territorial boundaries of a
patriarchal Church.
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Can. 496- §2. The superior shall forward this petition, together with
his or her votum and that of the council to the eparchial bishop whose
competence it is, even for a monastery of Pontifical right, to grant in
this instance, the indult of departure from the monastery and a return
to secular life unless the patriarchal cross* has been implanted in that
monastery. (*designates a monastery of patriarchal right.)

Canon 499 CCEO

A member can be dismissed during temporary profession Dby
the superior of the monastery sul iuris with the consent of
the council according to can. 552, §8§82 and 3, but, for
validity, the dismissal must be confirmed by the eparchial
bishop, or by the patriarch if particular law decrees it
for monasteries situated within the territorial boundaries
of a patriarchal Church.

Can. 499- A member can be dismissed during temporary profession by
the superior of the monastery sui iuris with the consent of the council
according to can. 552 nos. 2 and 3, but, for validity, the dismissal must
be confirmed by the eparchial bishop, or, by the patriarch if the
monastery is of patriarchal right for monasteries located within the
territorial boundaries of the patriarchal church.

19) SECULAR INSTITUTES

Canon 569 CCEQO

It is reserved to the particular law of each Church sui
iuris to enact more detailed norms concerning secular
institutes.

Can. 569- It is reserved to the patriarch within the territorial
boundaries of the patriarchal Church, and to the eparchial bishop
within the territory of his eparchy, to establish secular institutes and to
approve their norms.

19A OTHER FORMS OF CONSECRATED LIFE

Can. 870- The bishop within his eparchy and the Patriarch within the
Patriarchal eparchy may establish other forms of eremitical life in the
monastic manner in harmony with our Eastern traditions, whether or
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not the members belong to an institute of consecrated life. They may
also receive both Virgins and Widows who bind themselves by a public
vow of chastity. The Patriarch, acting with the Synod of Bishops, shall
approve the rules governing such persons or groups.

Can. 572- The eparchial bishop is allowed within the confines of his
eparchy and the Patriarch within his eparchy to establish associations
of apostolic life in accord with approved statutes or regulations or to
approve the establishment of such associations whose members live in
common without monastic vows, but are devoted to apostolic work
according to the needs of the church and under the supervision of a
local ecclesiastical superior.

20) ASSOCIATIONS OF CHRISTIAN FAITHFUL
Canon 573 CCEO

§2. Other associations, even if praised or recommended by
ecclesiastical authority, are called private associations;
these associations are not recognized in the Church, unless
their statutes are reviewed by competent authority but
otherwise they are regulated only by particular law with
due regard for can. 577.

Can. 573- §2. Associations erected by the competent ecclesiastical
authority or approved by decree are juridical persons and are called
public associations. Other associations, even if praised or
recommended by ecclesiastical authority, are called private
associations. These private associations are not recognized in the
Church unless their statutes are reviewed by a competent authority in
which case the associations are regulated by the statutes approved by
the competent authority with due regard for can. 577.

21) EVANGELIZATION OF NATIONS
Canon 587 #3 CCEO

§3. It is the responsibility of the particular law to enact
regulations by which the catechumenate is to be directed;
these regulations are to determine what is to be expected
from catechumens and what prerogatives are recognized as
theirs.
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Can. 587- §3. The eparchial bishop will determine how
catechumens are to be prepared for the reception of the holy
sacraments and will designate a priest to supervise their preparation.

Canon 610 CCEO

§1.Bishops have the right to preach the word of God every-

where, unless the eparchial bishop in a special case
forbids it.§2.Priests have the faculty to preach where they
are legitimately sent or invited. §3.Deacons too have the
same faculty, unless particular law has determined

otherwise.

Can. 610- §3. Deacons also have the faculty to preach where they
are legitimately sent or invited.

Canon 614 §4 CCEO

§4. The homily is reserved to a priest or, according to
norm of particular law, alsc to a deacon.

Can. 614~ §4. The homily is reserved to a priest, but the deacon may
preach when needed.

22) INSTRUMENTS OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION

Canon 653 CCEO

It is for the particular law to lay down more detailed
norms about the use of radio, c¢inema, television and the
like dealing with Catholic doctrine or morals.

Can. 653- No one, whether cleric or lay person or Religious may
present a program concerning doctrine or morals on radio, TV, cinema
or any other means of public information without the explicit permission
of the local eparchial bishop or ecclesiastical superior.

Canon 666 CCEO

§1. The fruit of an author's intellectual efforts is under
the protection of the law whether as the expression of the
author's personality or as the source of patrimonial

rights.
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§2. Under the protection of law are the texts of laws and
the official acts of whatever ecclesiastical authority and
of their authentic collections; and therefore they may not
be republished without obtaining the permission of the same
or superior authority, and observing the conditions laid
down by it.
§3. More detailed norms about this matter may be issued in
the particular law of each Church sui iuris, in accordance
with the civil laws concerning the rights of authors.

Can. 666- §3. The civil laws concerning the rights of authors are to be
observed as well as the prescriptions of the Synod of Bishops of the
patriarchal church concerning the printing of liturgical books and
similar items. [Reference is made also to additional norms xssued by The
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on June 29, 1997.] 1

23) DIVINE WORSHIP -- ESPECIALLY THE SACRAMENTS
Canon 670 §2 CCEO

§2. If non-Catholic Christians lack a place in which
divine worship can be <celebrated with dignity, the
eparchial bishop can grant the use of a Catholic building
or cemetery or church according to the norm of particular
law of his own Church sui iuris.

Can. 670- §2. If non-Catholic Christians lack a place in which divine
worship can be celebrated with dignity, the eparchial bishop can permit
the use of a Catholic building or cemetery upon the request of the
competent non-Catholic authority.

Canon 671 CCEO

§1. Catholic ministers 1licitly administer the sacraments
only to Catholic Christian faithful, who, likewise, licitly
receive the sacraments only from Catholic ministers. §2.
If necessity requires it or genuine spiritual advantage
suggests it and provided that the danger of error or
indifferentism is avoided, it is permitted for Catholic
Christian faithful, for whom it is physically or morally
impossible to approach a Catholic minister, to receive the
sacraments of penance, the Eucharist and anointing of the

1 SCDF, Regulations for Doctrinal Examination, Protocol 3782/70, June 29, 1997.
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sick from non-Catholic ministers, in whose Churches these
sacraments are valid. §3. Likewise Catholic ministers
licitly administer the sacraments of penance, the Eucharist
and anointing of the sick to Christian faithful of Eastern
Churches, who do not have full communion with the Catholic
Church, if they ask for them on their own and are properly
disposed. This holds also for the Christian faithful of
other Churches, who according to the Jjudgment of the
Apostolic See, are in the same condition as the Eastern
Churches as far as the sacraments are concerned. §4. If
there is a danger of death or another matter of serious
necessity in the judgment of the eparchial bishop, the
synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church or the council
of hierarchs, Catholic ministers licitly administer the
same sacraments also to other Christians not having full
communion with the Catholic Church who cannot approach the
ministers of their own ecclesial communities and who
request them on their own, provided they manifest a faith
consonant with that of the Catholic Church concerning these
sacraments and are rightly disposed. §5. For the cases in
§§2, 3 and 4, norms of particular law are to be enacted
only after consultation with at least the local competent
authority of the non-Catholic Church or ecclesial community
concerned.

Can. 671- For cases in $2, $3, and §4, the eparchial bishop can enact
particular norms after consultation with at least the local competent
authority of the non-Catholic Church or ecclesial community
concerned.

Canon 685 §2 CCEO

§2. To assume licitly the role of sponsor, in addition to
what is required, the sponsor should be of the age required
by particular law and lead a life in harmony with the faith
and the role to be undertaken. §3. For a just cause, 1t
is permitted to admit the Christian faithful of another
Fastern non-Catholic Church to the function of a sponsor,
but always at the same time with a Catholic sponsor.

" See 1993 Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenisn, issued by The
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, March 25, 1993, Special note is made of No.
122 that deals with Eastern Churches not in full communion with the Catholic Church.
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Can. 685- §2. To assume licitly the role of sponsor, in addition to
what is required, the sponsor should have completed the fifteenth year of
age and lead a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be
undertaken.

Canon 687 CCEOC

§1. Outside of a case of necessity, baptism is to be
celebrated 1in a parish church with due regard for
legitimate customs. §2. Baptism can be administered in
- private homes according to the prescriptions of particular
law or with the permission of the local hierarch.

Can. 687- §2. Baptism can be administered in private homes only with
the prior permission of the local hierarch.

Cancn 683 CCEO

Holy Myron, which is made from the o0il of olives or other
plants and from aromatics, is confected only by a bishop,
with due regard for particular law which reserves this
power to the patriarch.

Can. 693- Holy Myron [chrism], made from olive oil and Jfrom
aromatics, is confected only by the patriarch.

Canon 697 CCEO

Sacramental initiation in the mystery of salvation is
perfected in the reception of the Divine BEucharist, and
thus the Divine Eucharist is administered after baptism and
chrismation with holy myron as soon as possible according
to the norms of the particular law of the each Church sui
iuris.

Can. 697- Sacramental initiation in the mystery of salvation is perfected
by the reception of the Divine Eucharist. Thus, the Divine Eucharist is
administered immediately after baptism and chrismation with Holy
Myron or shortly thereafter in accord with the requirements of the
liturgical books and venerable traditions and customs.

Canon 699 §3 CCEO

"2 See SCDF, "Letter to Bishops of the Catholic Church Concerning the Reception of Holy
Communion by Divorced and Remarried Members of the Faithful,” (September 14, 1994) for

eligibility of sponsors in irregular marital circumstances.
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§1. Only bishops and presbyters have the power of
celebrating the Divine Liturgy. §2. Deacons have their part
in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy with bishops and
priests according to the prescriptions of the liturgical
books. §3. Other Christian faithful, by virtue of baptism
and chrismation with holy Myron, ssembled in the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, participate actively in
the Sacrifice of Christ in the manner determined by the
liturgical books or particular law, and do so more fully if
they consume the Body and Blood of Christ from the same
Sacrifice.

Can. 699- §3. Other Christian faithful, by virtue of baptism and
chrismation with Holy Myron, assembled in the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy, participate actively in the Sacrifice of Christ in the manner
determined by the liturgical books, and do so more full;» if they consume
the Body and Blood of Christ from the same sacrifice.”

Canon 707 CCEO

§1. The preparation of the Eucharistic bread, the prayers
performed by the priests before the Divine Liturgy, the
observance of the Eucharistic fast, liturgical vestments,
the time and place of the celebration and other like
matters must be precisely established by the norms of each
Church sui iuris.

Can. 707- §1. The preparation of the eucharistic bread [prothesis], the
prayers performed by the priests before the Divine Liturgy [kairon], the
observance of the Eucharistic fast, liturgical vestments, the time and
place of the celebration, and other like matters are established by the
liturgical books and the norms of the Synod of Bishops of the
Patriarchal Church.

Canon 708 CCEO

The local hierarchs and the pastors are to see that with
every diligence the Christian faithful are instructed
concerning the obligation of receiving the Divine Eucharist
in danger of death and also at those times which are

1 Restrictions placed on the celebration of the "Typica Service With Holy Communion™ require
the prior written permission of the Eparch. Decree issued 4 March 1999.
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established by a most praiseworthy custom or by particular
law of their own Church sui iuris, especially at Easter
time, during which Christ handed down the eucharistic
mystery.

Can. 708- The local hierarchs and pastors are to see to it with every
diligence that the Christian faithful are instructed concerning the
obligation of receiving the Divine Eucharist when in danger of death
and also at those times which are established by a most praiseworthy
custom, especially at Easter time, during which Christ handed down the
eucharistic mystery.

Canon 709 CCEO

§1. The priest distributes the Divine Eucharist or if the
particular law of his own Church sui iuris establishes it,
also the deacon. §2. The synod of bishops of the
patriarchal Church or the council of hierarchs is free to
establish appropriate norms, according to which other
Christian faithful can distribute the Divine Eucharist.

Can. 709- §1. The priest distributes the Divine Eucharist. The deacon
may also do so with the consent of the pastor or responsible priest.

§2. The distribution of the Divine Eucharist is also permitted
by a sub-deacon [epistle deacon] within the church, provided he is a
participant in the Divine Liturgy and that he wears the appropriate
liturgical vestment of a sub-deacon. In principle, the laity are forbidden
to distribute the Divine Eucharist except in unusual cases at the
discretion of the eparchial bishop.

Canon 715 CCEO

§1. It is permissible for the priests to receive offerings
for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy for the
intentions which the Christian faithful make according to
the approved custom of the Church. §2. It is also
permissible, if it is thus established by lawful custom, to
receive offerings for the Liturgy of the Presanctified and
for commemorations in the Divine Liturgy.

Can. 715- §2. It is permissible to accept offerings for the Presanctified
Liturgy and for commemorations made at the Divine Liturgy.

Canon 736 CCEO
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§1.The proper place for celebrating the sacrament of
penance 1is a church, with due regard for the prescriptions
of particular law. §2. Due to infirmity or another just
cause, this sacrament can be celebrated outside the proper
place.

Can. 736- §1 The proper place for celebrating the sacrament of penance
is in a church; special circumstances may allow for some exceptions
made with the consent of the eparchial bishop.

Canon 741 CCEO

The o0il to be used in the sacrament of anointing the sick
ought to be blessed, even by the priest himself who
administers the sacrament, unless the particular law of the
Church sui iuris determines otherwise.

Can. 741- The oil to be used for the sacrament of anointing the sick
ought to be blessed in accord with the norms found in the liturgical
books.

Canon 749 CCEOQO

In another eparchy, a bishop is prohibited from celebrating
a sacred ordination without the permission of the eparchial
bishop, unless particular law of a patriarchal Church, with

regard to the patriarch, establishes otherwise.

Can. 749- In another eparchy, a bishop is prohibited from celebrating a
sacred ordination without the permission of the eparchial bishop.

Canon 758 CCEO

§1. To be ordained licitly the following are required:
1°chrismation with holy myron; 2°both the morals and the

-~ physical and psychological qualities in harmony with

receiving a sacred order; 3° the age prescribed by law; 4°
the required knowledge; 5°reception of the lower orders
according to the norm of particular law of each Church suil
iuris; 6°observation of the interstices prescribed by
particular law. §2. It is furthermore required that the
candidate not be impeded accerding to the norm of can.762.
§3. The particular law of each Church sui iuris or special
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norms established by the Apostolic See are to be followed
in admitting married men to sacred orders.

Can. 758- §1 To be ordained licitly the following are required: 1°
chrismation with holy myron; 2° both the moral and the physical and
psychological qualities in harmony with receiving a sacred order; 3° the
age prescribed by law; 4° the required knowledge; 5° the prior
reception of the lower orders of reader and sub-deacon; 6°- the
observance of the interstices in accord with local needs and
circumstances.

§3- Married men are admitted for ordination provided they are
thirty years of age and have been married for five years. No one is to
digress from this norm except with the consent of the Synod of Bishops.

Canon 759 CCEO

§1. The prescribed age for the deaconate is completion of
twenty-three years, for the presbyterate the completion of
twenty-four vyears, with due regard for particular law
requiring an older age in a particular Church suil iuris.
§2. Dispensation beyond a year from the age required by
common law 1s reserved to the patriarch, if it is a case of
a candidate who has a domicile or quasi-domicile within the
territorial boundaries of the patriarchal Church;
otherwise, to the Apostolic See.

Can. 759- §1. The prescribed age for the deaconate is the completion of
twenty-three years; for the presbyterate, the completion of twenty-four
years.

Canon 771 CCEO
§1. The names of the candidates for sacred orders are to
be made known publicly in +the parish church of each

candidate according to the norm of particular law.

Can, 771- §1. No special norm is establzshed whereby the names of the
candidates for sacred orders are to be made known publicly."

Canon 772 CCEO

" Candidates for the diaconate are normally sponsored by parishes where they will serve with the
recommendation of the local pastor and the endorsement of the local parish council.
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Every candidate for sacred [obligation] ordination must
make a spiritual retreat in a manner determined by
particular law.

Can. 772~ Every candidate for sacred ordination must make a spiritual
retreat at a place and time to be determined by his ecclesiastical
superior.

Canon 782 CCEO

§1. Engagements, which praiseworthily precede marriage in
the ancient tradition of the Eastern Churches, are governed
by the particular law of each Church sui iuris. §2. From
the promise of marriage there does not arise an action to
seek the celebration of marriage; however, there does arise
an action for the reparation of damages, if it is
warranted.

Can. 782- §1. Engagements that praiseworthily precede marriage in the
ancient tradition of the Eastern Churches are governed by the "Personal
Statutes" of civil law. [Applicable in nations of the Middle East only.]
Every eparchy shall exhort the faithful to follow a marriage preparation
course.

Canon 784 CCEO

In the particular law of each Church sui iuris, after
consultation with the eparchial bishops of other Churches
sul iuris exercising power in the same territory, norms are
to be issued concerning the examination of the parties and
other means for inquiries which are to be carried out
before the marriage, especially those which concern baptism
and the freedom to marry, which are to be diligently
observed so that the celebration of the marriage can
proceed.

Can. 784~ After conmsultation with the eparchial bishops of other
Churches sui iuris exercising power in the same territory, the eparchial
bishop is to issue norms concerning the examination of the parties and
other means of inquiry that are to be carried out before a marriage,
especially those that concern baptism and the freedom to marry, all of
which are to be diligently observed so that the celebration of marriage
can proceed. [In the Eparchy of Newton, parties to a previous union
ended by a civil divorce require a declaration of nullity issued by the
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Matrimonial Tribunal. Previous civil unions must also be submaitted to
the Tribunal for examination.]

Canon 792 CCEO

The particular law of any Church sui iuris will not
establish a diriment impediment, unless for a most serious
reason, after taking the counsel of other eparchial bishops
of other Churches sui iuris to whom it is of interest and
after consultation with the Apostolic See; no lower
authority, however, can establish diriment impediments.

Can. 792- No diriment impediments different from those already
existing in common law for all Eastern Churches are established.

Canon 800 CCEO

§1. A man before he has compléted his sixteenth year of
age and a woman before she has completed her fourteenth
year of age, cannot validly celebrate a marriage. §2. it

is within the power of the particular law of any Church sui
iuris to establish an older age for the licit celebration
of marriage.

Can. 800- §2. 4An older age for the licit celebration of marriage is not
required. [In the Eparchy of Newton, the minimum age for the
celebration of marriage is determined also by civil law. The minimum
age can differ from one State to another. In all cases, the minimum age
established by civil law must be observed. Civil legislation regarding the
marriage of first cousins must also be observed.

24) MIXED MARRIAGES
Canon 815 CCEOQO

The particular law of each Church sui iuris is to establish
the manner in which these declarations or promises, which
are always required, are to be made, what proof of them
there should be in the external forum and how they are to
be brought to the attention of the non-Catholic party.

Can. 815- The decisions of the Council of Eastern Patriarchs held at the
Sharfeh Momastery in 1996 shall apply by general agreement of the
Catholic and Orthodox Patriarchs namely:

1. The wife is free to remain in her church, if she so wills.
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2. The wedding shall take place in the church of the husband. The
officiating priest shall invite the priest of the other party fo
participate by offering some prayers.

3. The children shall be baptized in the church of the father.

In the Eparchy of Newton, canon 813 CCEQ is observed:

Canon 813- Marriage between two baptized persons, one of whom is
Catholic, and the other of whom is non-Catholjc, is prohibited without
the prior permission of the competent authority.'

In the Eparchy of Newton, permission for a mixed marriage must be
obtained in writing from the Eparch or his delegate prior to the wedding.
In seeking the permission, the pastor of the Catholic party should give
the Eparch assurances that:

1°-the Catholic party declares that he or she is prepared to remove
dangers of falling away from the faith and makes a sincere promise to do
all in his or her power to have all offspring baptized and educated in the
Catholic Church.

2°-the other party is to be informed at an appropriate time of these
promises which the Catholic party has to make, so that it is clear that the
other party is aware of the promise and obligation of the Catholic party.

3°-both parties are to be instructed on the essential ends and properties
of marriage, which are not to be excluded by either spouse. (can. 814).
Pastors may receive the promises verbally. The pastor should attest to
the reception of the promises in writing to the Eparch.

(25) THE FORM FOR THE CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE

Canon 831 CCEC

§1. The local hierarch or pastor licitly blesses a
marriage: 1° after he has established the domicile,
gquasi-domicile, or month-long residence,or,if it is a case
of a transient, actual residence of either party in the
place of the marriage; 2°if, when these conditions are
lacking, he has the permission of the hierarch or pastor of
the domicile or quasi-domicile of either of the parties,
unless a Jjust cause excuses; 3° also, a place exclusively
of another Church sui iuris, unless the hierarch who
exercises power in that place expressly refuses. §2.The
marriage is to be celebrated before the pastor of the

¥ Caution must be exercised in assessing the baptismal status of non-Catholic parties. See
response of the SCDF for baptisms of Mormans. Many Protestant sects use the term christening
to designate a dedication ritual that does not include a valid baptism.
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groom, unless either particular law determines otherwise
or a Jjust cause excuses.

Can. 831- §2. The marriage is to be celebrated before the pastor of the
groom unless a just cause excuses.

Canon 837 CCEO

§1. For the valid celebration of marriage, it 1s necessary
that the parties be present at the same time and mutually
manifest marriage consent. §2. Marriage cannot be validly
celebrated by proxy unless the particular law of one's own
Church sui iuris establishes otherwise, in which case it
must provide the conditions under which such a marriage may
be celebrated.

Can.837 §1. For the valid celebration of marriage, it is necessary that
the parties be present at the same time and mutually manifest marriage
consent. [The approved text of the llturglcai books for receiving the
consent of the parties must be observed. 1!

§2. Marriage cannot be celebrated by proxy except in exceptional
cases in which the eparchial bishop provides the conditions that must be
met for such a celebration. All reasons for a proxy union must be grave
and the contract can take place under the following conditions:

1. The presence of a priest before whom must appear two witnesses
and a proxy having a valid power of attorney hat has been
established before the eparchial bishop.

* 2. It is prohibited to contract a proxy marriage for persons already
present in the city except for a grave reason known and approved
by the local superior. [In the Eparchy of Newton, civil laws
regarding proxy marriages must be observed.]

Canon 838 CCEO

§1. Marriage is to be celebrated in a parish church, or
with the permission of the local hierarch or pastor, in
another sacred place; however, it cannot be celebrated in
other places without the permission of the local hierarch.
§2. Concerning the time of the celebration of marriage,

16 Directive to clergy of the Eparchy of Newton by Eparch John Elya, dated April 14, 1994,
mandates the use of approved Eucholgion (consent) for sacrament of matrimony within Eparchy
of Newton,
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the norms to be observed are those established in the
particular law of each Church sui iuris.

Can. 838- §2. The celebration of marriage together with any
ostentation associated therewith is prohibited during Great Lent and
from the first to the last day of Holy Week. As for the times during
which the celebration of marriage was prohibited in the past, all are
eliminated from the law and not observed.

[In the Eparchy of Newton, permission for the celebration of a
marriage during prohibited times must be sought in writing from
the Eparch or his delegate.]

26) THE SEPARATION OF THE SPOUSES
Canon 864 CCEO

§1.If either of the spouses causes serious danger to the
other spouse or to the children, or renders common life too
hard, that spouse gives the other a legitimate cause for
separating in virtue of a decree of the local hierarch, or
even on his or her own authority if there 1is danger in
delay. §2. In the particular law of individual Churches sui
iuris other reasons can be established according to the
customs of the people and circumstances of the place. §3.
In all cases, when the reason for the separation ceases,
the conjugal 1life 1is to be restored, unless it 1is
established otherwise by competent authority.

Can. 864- §2. No additional reasons for separation are established.

Canon 867 CCEO

§2. Concerning the sacramentals, the norms of the
particular law of the individual Church sui iuris should be

observed.

Can. 867- §2. The norms established by the liturgical books concerning
sacramentals are to be observed.

Canon 879 CCEO
After the internment has taken place, a record is to be

made in the register of the departed, according to the norm
of particular law.



48

Can. 879- After internment, the triple name of the deceased (triple name
includes given name, name of father, and surname), the triple name of
his or her mother, the place, date, and cause of death as well as the date
and place of internment and the name of the officiant are recorded in the
Register of Deaths.

[Eparchy of Newton] After internment and/or the funeral service, a
record is to be made in the Funeral Register (Register of Deaths).

Canon 880 CCEO

§2. The authority of a Church sui iuris which is competent
to establish particular law can constitute, transfer or
suppress feast days and days of penance for that Church sui
iuris, however having sought the opinions of the other
Churches sui iuris and with due regard for can.40,81. §3.
Holy days of obligation common to all the Eastern Churches,
beyond Sundays, are the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Epiphany, the Ascension, the Dormition of the Holy Mary
Mother of God and the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul except
for the particular law of a Church sui iuris approved by
the Apostolic See which suppresses a holy days of
obligation or transfers them to a Sunday.

Can. 880- §2. Our liturgical books determine the feast days and the
days of penance. However, it belongs to the eparchial bishop in a
particular country to maintain or transfer the norms taking info
consideration the position of other Churches and with due regard for the
circumstances of both time and place.

§3. Holy Days of obligation common to all the Eastern
Churches, beyond Sundays, are: The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, the Theophany, the Ascension, the Dormition of the Mother
of God, and the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul.

Canon 882 CCEO

On the days of penance the Christian faithful are obliged
to observe fast or abstinence in the manner established by
the particular law of their Church sui iuris.

Can. 882- The times of fasting and abstinence are during the seasons of
Lent. Abstinence is also observed on the Wednesdays and Fridays
during ordinary time outside of Great Lent. The eparchial bishop may
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dispense from these obligations for reasons of age, health, or any
other reason that he feels is well-founded.

Canon 886 CCEO

The practice of displaying sacred icons or images in
churches for the veneration of the Christian faithful is to
remain in force in the manner and order established by the
particular law of each Church sui iuris.

Can. 886- The practice if displaying sacred icons or images in churches
for the veneration of the faithful is to remain in force in the manner and
order established by the liturgical books.

27) BAPTIZED NON-CATHOLICS COMING INTO FULL
COMMUNION WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Canon 898 CCEO

§1. Besides the Roman Pontiff, the Patriarch with the
consent of the bishops of the patriarchal Church, can
receive a bishop of an Eastern non-Catholic Church into the
Catholic Church.

§2. The right of receiving anyone else into the Catholic
Church pertains to the hierarch of the place, or if the
particular law provides for it, also to the patriarch. §3.
The right of receiving individual lay persons into the
Catholic Church belongs also to the parish priest, unless
this is forbidden by particular law.

Can. 898- §2. The right of receiving anyone else into the Catholic
Church pertains to the hierarch of the place.

§3. The right of receiving individual lay persons into the
Catholic Church belongs also to the eparchial bishop. [In the Eparchy
of Newton, the local pastor makes this judgment unless_unusual
circumstances mandate that reference be made to the Eparch.] 7

' Baptized Non-Catholics coming from Protestant or Reformation Churches are enrolled in the
Latin Church by law upon their reception into the Catholic Church. In some cases, a transfer of
enrollment in keeping with the prescriptions of canon 32 is necessary. See canon 35 CCEO and
Nuntia 29 (1985) 48-51.
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28) ECUMENISM - FOSTERING THE UNITY OF
CHRISTIANS

Canon 904 CCEQC

§1. The undertakings of the ecumenical movement in every
individual Church sui iuris are to be encouraged by special
norms of particular law; the Apostolic Roman See directing
the movement for the universal Church.

Can. 904- §1. The Synod of Bishops is to establish norms specific to our
church to encourage the undertakings of the ecumenical movement.
[Reference is made to the 1993 Directory for the Application of
Principles and Norms on Ecumenism, March 25, 1993.]

29) PERSONS AND JURIDIC ACTS
Canon 910 CCEO

§1. An adult person enjoys the full use of his or her
rights. §2. In the exercise of his or her rights, a minor
person is under the authority of parents or guardians, with
the exception of those areas in which minors by divine or
canon law are exempt from their power; with reference to
the designation of guardians, the prescriptions of the
civil law are to be followed, unless the common law or the
particular law of the Church sui iuris determines
otherwise, with due regard for the right of the eparchial
bishop, to designate guardians himself if it i1s necessary.

Can. 910- §2. In the exercise of his or her rights, a minor person is
under the authority of parents or guardians, with the exception of those
areas in which minors by divine or canon law are exempt from their
power; with reference to the designation of guardians, the prescriptions
of the Personal Statutes of civil law are to be observed, with due regard
Jfor the right of the eparchial bishop himself to designate guardians if
necessary. [In the Eparchy of Newton, civil law determines the age of
majority in civil matters.]

Canon 9534 CCEO

§1. When the 1law determines that in order to place a
juridic act a superior requires the consent or counsel of a
group of persons, the group must be convoked according to




51
the norm of can. 948,unless particular law provides
otherwise for cases stated in that law when counsel only is
to be sought; however, for such a juridic act to he wvalid
it is required that the consent of an absolute majority of
those present be obtained or that the counsel of all who
are present be sought, taking into account §2, n. 3.

Can. 934- §1. When the law determines that in order to place a juridic
act a superior requires the consent or counsel of a group of persons, the
group must be convoked according to the norm of can. 948, unless the
particular norm established by that superior provides otherwise for
those cases stated in that law when only counsel is to be sought;
however, for such a juridic act to be valid it is required that the consent
of an absolute majority of those present be obtained or that the counsel
of all who are present be sought, taking into account §2, n.3.

30) OFFICES
Canon 937 CCEO

§1. One who sets up an office must see that the means
required for its fulfillment are available and that the
just remuneration of those who carry out the office is
provided for. §2. The particular law of each Church sui
iuris is to determine in greater detail how these
requirements are to be put into effect, unless provision
has already been made for certain matters by common law.

Can. 937- §2. Offices are defined by their internal norms, unless
provision has already been made for certain matters by common law.

31) ELECTIONS
Canon 948 CCEO

§1. With due regard for the particular law, the presiding
officer of the group shall convoke the electors at a place
and time that 1s suitable to them; and the notice of
convocation, when it must be communicated to each member
personally, 1s wvalid if it 1is directed to the place of
domicile or guasi-domicile or actual residence.
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Can. 948- §1. The presiding officer of the group shall convoke the
electors at a place and time that is suitable to them; and the notice of
convocation, when it must be communicated to each member personally,
is valid if it is directed to the person’s place of domicile, quasi-domicile
or actual residence.

32) THE POWER OF GOVERNANCE
Canon 986 CCEO

A person can exercise executive power over his subjects,
even though he himself is outside his own territorial
boundaries and even when they are outside his territory,
unless common law provides otherwise or the contrary is
certain from the nature of the case; he can also exercise
this power over travelers actually present in  his
territory, provided it is a matter of granting favors or of
enforcing either common laws or particular laws by which
they are bound according to the norm of can. 1491, §3.

Can. 986- A person can exercise executive power over his subjects, even
though he himself is outside his own territorial boundaries and even
when they are outside his territory, unless common law provides
otherwise or the contrary is certain from the nature of the case; he can
also exercise this power over travelers actually present in his territory,
provided it is a matter of granting favors or of enforcing common laws
by which they are bound according to the norm of can. 1491, §3.

33) RECOURSE AGAINST ADMINISTRATIVE DECREES
Canon 1002 CCEO

The superior authority must issue a decree by which the
recourse is decided within sixty days of receipt of the
recourse unless the particular law of the proper Church sui
iuris states otherwise; if it is not done and the person
making recourse petitions in writing that the decree be
made, from the thirtieth day after receipt of the petition,
if still nothing is done, the recourse is considered
rejected as if it was rejected on that day by a decree, and
a new recourse can be proposed against him.
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Can. 1002-The superior authority must issue a decree by which
recourse is decided within sixty (60) days of receipt of the recourse; if
it is not done and the person making recourse petitions in writing that
the decree be made, from the thirtieth day after receipt of the petition,
if still nothing is done, the recourse is considered rejected as if it was
rejected on that day by a decree, and a new recourse can be proposed
against him.

Canon 1004 CCEO

The superior authority who examines the recourse, 1is able
not only to confirm or declare the decree null, but alsoc to
rescind or revoke it, but the superior authority cannot
amend it unless by the particular law of the Church sui
iuris this power is also accorded to the superior
authority.

Can. 1004- The superior authority who examines the recourse, is able
not only to confirm or declare the decree null, but also to rescind or
revoke it and also to amend it.

Canon 1006 CCEQ

Even if it is a case of decrees which concern the eparchy
of the patriarch or a decree by which the patriarch has
decided recourse, recourse against administrative decrees
of patriarchs is made to a special group of Dbishops
constituted according to the norm of particular law, unless
the guestion is deferred to the Apostolic See; against the
decision of this group one is not given further recourse
except by appeal to the Roman Pontiff himself.

Can. 1006- Recourse against an administrative decree of the
patriarch, even if the decree concerns the eparchy of the patriarch or
a decree whereby the patriarch has decided recourse, is made to the
canonical tribunal mentioned in can. 1062 in order to examine the
actions for which the contest is made, unless the question has been
referred to the Apostolic See; against a decision of this synod, one is
not given further recourse except by appeal to the Roman Pontiff
himself.
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34) THE ACQUISITION OF TEMPORAL GOODS

Canon 1012 CCEO

§1. Whenever it is necessary for the good of the eparchy,
the eparchial bishop has the right, with the consent of the
finance council, to impose a tax on juridic persons subject
to his authority and which should be proportionate to their
income; no tax can be imposed on the offerings received on
the occasion of the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. §2.
A tax can be levied on physical persons only according to
the particular law of their own Church sui iuris.

Can. 1012- §2. Every person is to participate in meeting the expenses
required for the common good to the degree that he or she is able.

Canon 1013 CCEO

§1. The eparchial bishop has the right, within the limits
set by the particular law of his own Church sui iuris, to
fix the amount of the taxes for the wvarious acts of the
power of governance and of the offerings made on the
occasion of the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, of the
sacraments, of the sacramentals and of any other liturgical
celebrations, unless common law provides otherwise.

Can. 1013- §1. The eparchial bishop has the right, within the limits set
by the Synod of Bishops of the patriarchal church, to fix the amount of
taxes for various acts of the power of governance, and for the offerings
made on the occasion of the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the
sacraments, sacramentals, and any other liturgical celebrations, unless
common law provides otherwise.

Canon 1021 CCEO

§1. Unless other provisions have been made, each eparchy,
according to the particular law of the proper Church suil
iuris of which it is a part, is to have a special fund
which collects goods and offerings, and whose purpose is to
provide appropriately for the decent and fundamentally
equal support of all the clerics who serve the eparchy.
§2. Wherever social security and health insurance have not
yet been suitably arranged for the clergy, the particular
law of each Church sui iuris will provide for the creation
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of institutes safeguarding these benefits and put them
under the vigilance of the local hierarch.

Can. 1021- §1. Unless other provisions have been made, each eparchy,
according to its own norm, is to have a special fund which collects
goods and offerings, and whose purpose is to provide appropriately for
the decent and fundamentally equal support of all the clerics who serve
the eparchy. [Reference is made to Norms for Priests and Their Third
Age, National Conference of Catholic Bishops, November 18, 1987.]

35) THE ADMINISTRATION OF ECCLESIASTICAL GOODS
Canon 1022 CCEQO

§1. It is the responsibility of the eparchial bishop to
supervise . the administration of all the ecclesiastical
goods which are within the boundaries of the eparchy and
are not exempt from his power of governance, with due
regard for lawful titles giving him greater rights. §2.
Hierarchs are to see that the entire administration of
ecclesiastical goods be suitably organized, by issuing
appropriate instructions within the limits of common law
and of the particular law of their own Church sui iuris and
with due regard for —rights, legitimate customs and
circumstances.

Can. 1022- §2. Hierarchs are to see that the entire administration of
ecclesiastical goods is suitably organized, by issuing appropriate
instructions within the limits of common law with due regard for rights,
legitimate customs and circumstances.

Can. 1028-83 Every administrator of ecclesiatical goods
must establish an annual budget for the anticipated
income and expenses of his administration. The budget
must be submitted to the eparchial bishop for his
approval, rejection or amendment in consultation with
members of the finance council.

Canon 1031 CCEO

§1. An administrator of ecclesiastical goods 1s to present
an annual report on his administration to his own hierarch;
any contrary custom is reprobated. §2. An administrator
is to publicly render an account, in the manner provided
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for by particular law, of the goods given to the Church,
unless the local hierarch judges that the Church would be
harmed by such an account.

Can. 1031- §2. The administrator of ecclesiastical goods is to render a
public account of the goods given to the Church in a manner provided
by the ecclesiastical superior, having previously taken the advice of the
finance council according to the norms established for the
administration of those finances, unless for a grave reason, the local
ecclesiastical superior decides otherwise.

36) CONTRACTS AND ESPECIALLY ALIENATION
Canon 1036 CCEO

§1. When the value of the ecclesiastical goods whose
alienation is proposed falls between the minimum and the
maximum established by the synod of Dbishops of the
patriarchal Church or by the Apostelic See, consent is
required of: 1° the finance council and the college of
consultors of the eparchy for the goods of the eparchy; 2°
the eparchial bishop, who gets in each case the consent of
the finance council and the college of consultors of the
eparchy, for the goods of juridic persons subject to that
eparchial bishop; 3° the authority determined in typicon or
the statutes for goods of juridic persons not subject to
the eparchial bishop.

§2. In patriarchal Churches, 1if the value of goods
exceeds the maximum established by the synod of bishops of
the patriarchal Church, but 1is not double, consent is
required of:1° the patriarch with the consent of the
permanent synod, for the goods of an eparchy within the
territorial boundaries of the patriarchal Church, unless
the particular law of that Church determines otherwise; 2°
the eparchial bishop and the patriarch who has the consent
of the permanent synod for goods of a Jjuridic person
subject to an eparchial bishop who exercises his power
within the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal
Church; ; 3° the patriarch who has the consent of the
permanent synod for those goods of a juridic person not
subject to an eparchial bishop, even if pontifical right,
within the territorial boundaries of the patriarchal
Church.
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§3. In a patriarchal Church, 1f the value of the goods
is more than double the amount set by the synod of bishops
of the patriarch Church, or if it is a case of precious
goods or of goods donated to the Church from a vow, §2 is
to be followed but the patriarch needs the consent of the
same synod.

§4. In other cases the consent of the Apostolic See is
required if the value of the goods exceeds the sum it
established or approved or in the case of precious goods or
goods donated to the Church by reason of a vow.

Can. 1036- §1. When the value of the ecclesiastical goods whose
alienation (sale, lease, trust, bond) is proposed falls between the
minimum 330,000 (thirty thousand dollars)™ and the maximum 3300,000
(three hundred thousand dollars) *, consent is required of:

1° the finance council and the college of consultors of the
eparchy for the goods of the eparchy,

2° the eparchial bishop, who gets in each case the consent of
the finance council and the college of consultors of the eparchy for the
goods of juridic persons subject to that eparchial bishop;

3° the authority determined in the typicon or the statutes for
goods of juridic persons not subject to the eparchial bishop.

§2. If the value of goods exceed the maximum, that is $300,000* dollars,
but is not double, consent is required of:

1° the patriarch with the consent of the bishops of the
patriarchal curia for the goods of an eparchy within the territorial
boundaries of the patriarchal church;

2° the eparchial bishop and the patriarch who has the consent
of the permanent synod for goods of a juridic person subject to an
eparchial bishop who exercises his power within the territorial
boundaries of the patriarchal church;

3° the patriarch who has the consent of the permanent synod
Jfor those goods of a juridic person not subject to an eparchial bishop,
even if pontifical right, within the territorial boundaries of the
patriarchal church.

* [In the Eparchy of Newton, the sums are regulated by the norms
established by the USCCB and approved by the Holy See. The minimum
amount of $500,000 is established whereby consent must be sought from
the members of the college of consultors and the members of the finance
council. The maximum amount of $5,341,000 is established whereby
the additional consent of the Holy See is also required.] '*

"® Decree of President of the Conference (USCCB) dated May 1993. Amended January 2006.
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§4. In other cases the consent of the Apostolic See is required if the
value of the goods exceeds the sum it established or approved or in the
case of precious goods or goods donated to the Church by reason of a
vow.

37) PIOUS WILLS AND PIOUS FOUNDATIONS
Canon 1047 CCEO

§1. In the law, pious foundations are: 1°autonomous pious
foundations, that is, aggregates of things destined to
works of piety, of the apostolate and of charity, whether
spiritual or temporal, and established as a juridic person
by a competent authority;2°non-autonomous pious
foundations, that is, temporal goods given in any manner to
a juridic person and carrying with them the long-term
obligation to be determined by particular law, to arrange
from the annual income to pursue the purposes mentioned in
n.l.

Can. 1047- §1. In the law, pious foundations are:

1° autonomous pious foundations, that is, aggregates of things
destined for works of piety, of the apostolate, and of charity, whether
spiritual or temporal, and established as a juridic person by competent
authority;

2° non-autonomous pious foundations, that is, temporal goods
given in any manner to a juridic person and carrying with them a long-
term obligation to be determined by the eparchial bishop, in order that
their income be used to pursue the purposes mentioned in n.1.

Canon 1048 CCEO

§1. Autonomous pious foundations can be constituted only
by an eparchial bishop or another higher authority. §2.In
order for a non-autonomous foundation to be validly
accepted by a juridic person, the written consent of the
local hierarch is necessary; he is not to give his consent
until he has lawfully established that the juridic person
can fulfill the new obligation as well as those already
accepted; the same hierarch is to take special care that
the income entirely corresponds to the attached obligations
in accordance with the customs of his own Church sui iuris.
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§3. Further conditions, without which pious foundations
cannot be constituted or accepted, are to be defined in
particular law.

Can. 1048- §3. For the establishment of pious foundations, due regard
must be given to the provisions of common law, civil law, and other civil
regulations.

38) TRIALS IN GENERAL

Canon 1063 CCEO

§1. The patriarch is to establish an ordinary tribunal for
the patriarchal Church, distinct from the tribunal of the
patriarch's eparchy.[see §2 & §3].

§4. This tribunal is competent to Jjudge in first and in
succeeding instances, by judges who serve in rotation, the
cases of: 1°%°exarchs and delegates of the patriarch who are

not bishops; 2°physical or Juridic persons immediately
subject to the patriarch; 3°institutes of consecrated life
of pontifical right; 4°superiors of institutes of

consecrated life of pontifical right, who do not have a
superior within the same institute who possesses Jjudicial
power; 5°those other cases reserved to this tribunal by a
prescription of particular law.

Can. 1063- §4, 5° No other cases are reserved to this tribunal.
Canon 1084 CCEO

§1. The following cases are reserved to a collegiate
tribunal of three Jjudges: 1°cases concerning the bond of
sacred ordination; 2° cases concerning the bond of
marriage, with due regard for cans. 1372-1374; 3°penal
cases concerning offenses which entail penalties of major
excommunication, privation of office, reduction to an
inferior degree or deposition; 5° cases which are
determined in the particular law of the proper Church suil
iuris.
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Can. 1084- §1, 5°. No other cases require a collegial tribunal. [In the

Eparchy of Newton, matrimonial cases involving a sole judge are
governed by the regulations established by the USCCB, June 1, 1984.1"

39) TIME LIMITS, DELAYS, AND THE PLACE OF TRIAL
Canon 1127 CCEO

To the extent that it is possible, the tribunal is to be in
a permanent place which is open during specified hours
according to the norms specified in particular law
concerning this matter.

Can. 1127- To the extent that it is possible, the tribunal is to be in a
permanent place which is open during specified hours.

Canon 1129 CCEQ

§1. Unless the particular law of the Church sui iuris
provides otherwise, while cases are being tried before a
tribunal only those persons are to be present in court whom
the law or the judge decides are necessary to expedite the
process. §2. After giving a warning in vain, a judge can
punish with appropriate penalties all who assist at the
trial and who are seriously lacking in the respect and
obedience owed the tribunal; the judge can also suspend
advocates and procurators from exercising their function
before ecclesiastical tribunals.

Can. 1129- §1. While cases are being tried before a tribunal only those

persons are to be present in the court whom the law or the judges
decides are necessary to expedite the process.

40) ACTIONS AND EXCEPTIONS

Canon 1152 CCEO

§1. Every penal action is extinguished by the death of the
accused, by pardon granted by competent authority and by

' The Court of Second Instance for matrimonial cases is the Appeal Court of the Eparchy of St.
Maron of Brooklyn. Our eparchial tribunal serves as the Appellate Court for the Maronite
Eparchy of St. Maron and for the Romanian Catholic Eparchy.
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prescription. §2. A penal action is extinguished by
prescription after three years, unless it is a question of:
1°delicts reserved to the Apostolic See; 2° actions for
those delicts mentioned in cann. 1450 and 1453, which are
prescribed after five years; 3° delicts which are not
punishable under the common law, if the particular law has
determined another period for prescription.

Can. 1152- §2, 3° For delicts which are not punishable under common
law, penal actions are extinguished by prescription after three years.

41) THE CITATION & COMMUNICATION OF ACTS

Canon 1192 CCEO

§1. Notification of citations, decrees, sentences and
other “judicial acts are to be made through the public
postal services, with an acknowledgement of receipt card,
or through another method which is the safest, observing
particular law. §2. The fact and method of notification
must be clear in the acts. §3. A respondent who refuses to
accept the document of citation or who prevents its arrival
is considered as having been legitimately cited.

Can. 1192- §1. Notification of citations, decrees, sentences and other
Jjudicial acts are to be made through the public postal services with an
acknowledgment of receipt card or through another method which is
safest in accord with the norms of the tribunal.

Canon 1261 CCEQ

Both the expenses and the stipends which must be paid to
the experts are to be determined justly and equitably by
the judge with due regard for particular law.

Can. 1261- Both the expenses and the stipends which must be paid to
the experts are to be determined justly and equitably by the judge in
accord with the norms of the tribunal or by the Synod of Bishops of the
patriarchal church or by the eparch who presides over the tribunal.

Cancon 1340 CCEOQ

§1. Unless particular law of a Church sui iuris determines
otherwise, the eparchial bishop of the eparchy in which the
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first instance sentence was rendered, must execute the
sentence personally or through another.

Can. 1340- The eparchial bishop of the eparchy in which the first
instance sentence was rendered must execute the sentence personally or
through another.

42) PROCEDURE IN REMOVAL OR TRANSFER OF PASTORS

Canon 1388 CCEO

In the removal or transfer of pastors, cans. 1389-1400 are
to be observed unless something else 1is established by
particular law approved by the Apostolic See.

Can. 1388- In the removal or transfer of pastors, cans. 1389-1400 are to
be observed. *°

43) PENAL SANCTIONS IN THE CHURCH
Canon 1405 CCEO

§2. Particular law may add additional penalties to the
penalties established in common law for a certain offense,
but this shall not be done except for a very serious
reason. If, however, common law has established an
indeterminate or facultative penalty, particular law can
establish in its place a determinate or obligatory penalty.

Can. 1405- §2. No additional penalties are added to those established
by common law.

Canon 1420 CCEO

§1. A penalty imposed in virtue of common law can be
remitted by: 1° the hierarch who has initiated the penal
trial or has imposed the penalty by decree; 2°the hierarch
of the place where the guilty party 1lives, but after
consultation with the hierarch mentioned in n.l. §2. These

* For recommended Procedures for requesting and granting various Leaves of Absence, sce
Clergy Procedural Handbook, CLSA, 1992,




63
norms apply also in respect to penalties imposed in virtue
of particular law or a penal precept, unless the particular
law of a Church sui iuris provides otherwise. §3. A
penalty, however, imposed by the Apostolic See can be
remitted only by the Apostolic See, unless the remitting of
the penalty is delegated to the patriarch or to others.

Can. 1420- §2. These norms apply also to penalties imposed by virtue of
a particular law or precept or a penal law.

Canon 1423 CCEC

§1. Without prejudice to the right of the Roman Pontiff to
reserve to himself or others the remitting of any penalty,
the synod of bishops of the patriarchal Church or major
archiepiscopal Churches can for serious reasons by the
enactment of a law reserve the remitting of penalties to
the patriarch or major archbishop, in respect of their
subjects who have a domicile or guasi~domicile within the
territorial boundaries of the Church over which they
preside. Nobody else can validly reserve to himself or to
others the penalties established in common law except with
the consent of the Apostolic See.

Can. 1423- §1. Without prejudice to the right of the Roman Pontiff to
reserve to himself or others the remitting of any penalty, the Synod of
Bishops of the patriarchal church does not reserve the remitting of any
penalties to itself or to the patriarch.

Canon 1427 CCEO

§1. Without preijudice to particular law, a public reprimand
is to be administered either before a notary or two
witnesses or by letter, but in such a way that the
reception and the contents of the letter are provable
through some document. §2. Care shall be taken that the
public reprimand does not result in a greater than
appropriate disgrace of the guilty party.

Can. 1427- §1. 4 public reprimand is to be administered either before a
notary or two witnesses or by letter, but in such a way that the reception
and the contents of the letter are provable through some document.



44) PROCEDURE FOR EXTRA-JUDICIAL DECREES
Canon 1518 CCEO

The authority should issue a decree within sixty days from
the receipt of the request for it, unless another time
period is prescribed by a particular law of his own Church
sui iuris; if this is not done and the petitioner asks
again in writing for the decree, the time period is thirty
days; if even then nothing happens, the request is presumed
to be negative as if the rejection happened that same
thirtieth day by a decree, so that a recourse against it
can be placed.

Can. 1518- The authority should issue a decree within sixty days from
the receipt of the request for it as per common law; if this is not done
and the petitioner asks again in writing for the decree, the time period
is thirty days, if even then nothing happens, the request is presumed to
be negative as if the rejection happened that same thirtieth day by a
decree, so that a recourse against it can be placed. Note: Matter
referred to canonists for additional recommendations.




