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December 20, 2023
Feast of the Holy Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer, Bishop of Antioch

Re: Statement on weddings and blessings.

Dear Clergy of the Diocese of Newton for the Melkite Catholic Church in the USA,

At the heart of the Biblical tradition is the relationship between man and woman with each other and God.
From the early chapters of the book of Genesis we read:

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, ...” (Genesis 1:27 - 28).

The LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh; and the rib which the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my
flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore, a man leaves his father
and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh” (Genesis 2:21-24).

Regarding marriage, I confirm the liturgical and pastoral practice of the Diocese of Newton and the
Melkite Catholic Church.

Melkite Catholic priests are only permitted to perform weddings in accordance with the approved
Liturgical texts of the Diocese of Newton, and for those clerics who have been granted bi-ritual faculties

in the Roman Rite to use the liturgically approved books for use within that rite.

Marriages are only to be celebrated by a priest after due preparation of one male and one female who have
completed all the documentation required by diocesan guidelines.

If there is a request to attend or do a blessing or ceremony either inside or outside a church it can only be
done with my prior written permission. Disregard for this prescription will result in canonical penalties.

I assure you of my prayers and best wishes.
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