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Introduction

God is calling the Melkite Catholic Church to contribute to the renewal of Gospel values in the
United States. We look forward to the future with hope, aiming for the faithful and the
unchurched to know our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ through the work of the Diocese of
Newton.

When [ was ordained a bishop on October 12, 2022, I chose the motto, “Becoming Disciples and
Making Disciples.” This motto is active and dynamic, encompassing everyone from the young to
the elderly. We become disciples through prayer and study, and make disciples through service
and evangelization.

The Heartbeat of Prayer

The Divine Liturgy is the heart and soul of our prayer life, united with Vespers and Orthros. Our
prayer books, published in English, Arabic, and Spanish, allow many to engage deeply with the
prayers of the Melkite Catholic Church. Prayer is the heartbeat of the Diocese of Newton.

Study: Knowing Our Faith

Studying is essential. We strive to be a community that knows the story of salvation history, the
Gospels, the Divine Liturgy, the Sacraments, the writings of the Church Fathers, and the history
of our Melkite Catholic Church. Understanding our faith enables us to appreciate, defend, and
pass 1t on.



Service and Evangelization

Our Lord commands us at the end of the Gospel of St. Matthew to “Go, make disciples, baptize,
and teach.” This Great Commission is a single, unified instruction from Jesus. We build our
parish life around these foundations, striving to fulfill this command for both the Melkite
Catholic faithful and those who do not yet know the Lord.

We face many challenges, including limited resources and infrastructure. Despite this, our
Melkite Catholic laypeople and clergy take on extra responsibilities, ensuring the pastoral work
of our diocese continues to grow. The Diocese of Newton consists of 52 communities spread
across 23 states, served by 53 active priests and 40 deacons.

St. Paul reminds us that “love is patient and kind.” We, the clergy, need to be united in love for
God and one another. This love flows into a ministry of love to the faithful, offering our “variety
of gifts” for the common good and building up the Mystical Body of Christ.

The Melkite Catholic Church has a rich tradition with spiritual and historical treasures. We
believe God is calling us to share this inheritance with those in the United States who seek
deeper meaning, purpose, and value. The Diocese of Newton balances its love of identity in the
US while remaining connected to the Melkite Catholic Church of the Levant.

To fulfill our mission, we are strengthening our infrastructure and pastoral ministries. The
Diocese of Newton consists of five presbyteral regions, each with a protopresbyter, who supports
the clergy and acts as a liaison with the bishop. Our annual clergy conference fosters prayer,
fellowship, and reflection among our clergy.

We leverage advancements in technology to enhance our communication and evangelization
efforts. Collaborations with organizations like Flocknote and Vianney Vocations help us manage
databases, promote vocations, and encourage men and women to engage actively in parish
ministries.

The future of the Diocese of Newton is bright and exciting. By connecting our priests and laity,
building infrastructure, and focusing on pastoral activities, we promote collaboration and
strengthen the Melkite Catholic Church in the US. Our vibrant relationship with God and
commitment to sharing our faith will guide us into the future, becoming disciples and making
disciples.

Together, we journey with our Lord, confident that our efforts in prayer, study, service, and
evangelization will bear fruit. The Diocese of Newton remains a beacon of hope, rooted in the
Church of the Apostles and committed to a bright future for all who seek deeper meaning and
purpose in their lives.



